  Skip to main content 
 [image: EU flag]An official EU website
An official website of the European Union
  How do you know?  All official European Union website addresses are in the <b>europa.eu</b> domain
 	 Other sites	 EFSA
	 Open EFSA
	 EFSA Journal
	 Connect




    [image: Home - European Food Safety Authority] European Food Safety Authority 

   en English Select your language
 
Many pages on this website have been translated using automatic translation. All reasonable efforts have been made to provide an accurate translation. The reference text is the English version.

	български[Автоматично]
	español[Automatic]
	čeština[Automatické]
	dansk[Automatisk]
	Deutsch[Automatic]
	eesti[automaatne]
	ελληνικά[Αυτόματα]
	English
	français[Automatic]
	Gaeilge[Uathoibríoch]
	hrvatski[Automatski]
	italiano[Automatic]

	latviešu[Automātiski]
	lietuvių[Automatinis vertimas]
	magyar[Automatikus]
	Malti[Awtomatika]
	Nederlands[Automatisch]
	polski[Automatyczne]
	português[Automático]
	română[Automat]
	slovenčina[Automatický]
	slovenščina[Strojno]
	suomi[Automaattinen]
	svenska[Automatisk]








   	Calendar

   Menu
 	 About	 About us	 Mission and values
	 Transparency
	 Working practices
	 Trusted science
	 External experts


	 Governance	 Management Board members
	 Executive Director
	 Operational Management


	 Documents	 Corporate publications


	 Partners	 EU Member States
	 EU institutions and agencies
	 Competent organisations in Member States
	 International
	 Stakeholder engagement




	 Newsroom	 All contents	 News
	 Campaigns
	 Data visualization
	 Videos
	 Podcast
	 Infographics
	 Factsheets




	 Topics	 All topics
	 Animal health
	 Animal welfare
	 Antimicrobial resistance
	 Chemical contaminants in food and feed
	 Foodborne zoonotic diseases
	 Nutrition
	 Pesticides
	 Qualified presumption of safety (QPS)
	 Glossary


	 Resources	 Data reports
	 Data standardisation	 Food tracing


	 Data collection
	 Methodology	 Guidance
	 Evidence


	 Tools and resources	 Dietary Exposure (DietEx) tool




	 Publications
	 Applications	 Application procedures	 Biological hazards and animal welfare
	 Feed additives
	 Food contact materials
	 Food improvement agents
	 GMO
	 Novel food
	 Nutrition
	 Pesticides


	 Services for applicants	 Services for SMEs
	 Ask a question


	 Toolkit
	 QPS assessment
	 Confidentiality and sanitisation


	 Engage	 Procurement	 Closed tenders below €143k
	 Instructions and forms


	 Grants
	 ISA scheme
	 Fellowship Programme
	 Calls for data
	 Consultations
	 Observers
	 Research Platform
	 Stakeholders	 Engagement platforms
	 Engagement in risk assessment
	 Calls for stakeholders
	 Stakeholder registration




	 Careers	 Working at EFSA
	 Benefits
	 Scientists
	 Experts
	 Staff members
	 Traineeships
	 How to apply
	 Open positions


	 Calendar
	 Other sites	 Open EFSA
	 EFSA Journal
	 Connect




 


 Search 
 





 Main navigation
	About	About us	Mission and values
	Transparency
	Working practices
	Trusted science
	External experts


	Governance	Management Board members
	Executive Director
	Operational Management


	Documents	Corporate publications


	Partners	EU Member States
	EU institutions and agencies
	Competent organisations in Member States
	International
	Stakeholder engagement




	Newsroom	All contents	News
	Campaigns
	Data visualization
	Videos
	Podcast
	Infographics
	Factsheets




	Topics	All topics
	Animal health
	Animal welfare
	Antimicrobial resistance
	Chemical contaminants in food and feed
	Foodborne zoonotic diseases
	Nutrition
	Pesticides
	Qualified presumption of safety (QPS)
	Glossary


	Resources	Data reports
	Data standardisation	Food tracing


	Data collection
	Methodology	Guidance
	Evidence


	Tools and resources	Dietary Exposure (DietEx) tool




	Publications
	Applications	Application procedures	Biological hazards and animal welfare
	Feed additives
	Food contact materials
	Food improvement agents
	GMO
	Novel food
	Nutrition
	Pesticides


	Services for applicants
	Toolkit
	QPS assessment
	Confidentiality and sanitisation


	Engage	Procurement	Closed tenders below €143k
	Instructions and forms


	Grants
	ISA scheme
	Fellowship Programme
	Calls for data
	Consultations
	Observers
	Research Platform
	Stakeholders	Engagement platforms
	Engagement in risk assessment
	Calls for stakeholders
	Stakeholder registration




	Careers	Working at EFSA
	Benefits
	Scientists
	Experts
	Staff members
	Traineeships
	How to apply
	Open positions





     	Home
	Publications




 
 


  Review of results published by Mesnage et al. (2015) in PLoS ONE and the laboratory findings communicated by Dr Samsel to Farm Wars 

 Published:
6 October 2015



 Approved:
2 October 2015





 Share:	  Share via Twitter 
	  Share via Facebook 
	  Share via Linkedin 







 [image: EFSA Journal logo] Wiley Online Library
 Full article:
 Read online at EFSA Journal
 Full article (online viewer)








Meta data
  DOI
https://doi.org/10.2903/j.efsa.2015.4258


 Keywords
rodent, feed, pesticides, heavy metals, dioxins, GMO, tumours


 On request from
European Commission


 Question Number
EFSA-Q-2015-00486



 Contact
SCER@efsa.europa.eu






 
 Abstract
In a paper published in PLoS One and entitled ‘Laboratory rodent diets contain toxic levels of environmental contaminants: Implications for regulatory tests’, Mesnage et al. (2015) analysed commercial laboratory rodent diets for environmental contaminants and genetically modified organisms (GMOs). In samples from 13 different commercial rodent diets obtained from five continents, the authors of the study report the presence of pesticides, heavy metals, polychlorinated dibenzo-p-dioxins and dibenzofurans, and GMOs. The paper by Mesnage et al. (2015) provides a useful addition to the already existing knowledge in the field. However, there are several limitations with the methodological approach used by the authors, including insufficient information about the test material and methodology used, incomplete reporting of the data, and inappropriate interpretation of legislation and results. The vast majority of pesticides were absent (below the limit of detection), and where detected, the levels of pesticides, heavy metals and dioxins were only just above the limit of detection in the feed samples but below regulatory levels for feed and foodstuffs. Only in a limited number of feed diets did the authors report levels of lead that exceeded the maximum levels specified by legislation for foodstuffs. The application of the ADI concept to claim the existence of a health risk in rodents or to demonstrate background levels of diseases or disorders in rodents has no scientific justification. In an interview conducted with Dr Samsel, the farmwars.info website reports on the presence of glyphosate in three different rodent diets. The information reported on the website is not supported by sufficient detail or a reference to permit a full scientific review. In conclusion, no new scientific elements were provided that would impact on the validity of regulatory feeding tests in the EU.
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