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“Do fizzy drinks make teenagers more
likely to carry a gun?”

"Smear-test ageism killed our "A sausage a day could lead to cancer”
daughter"

“Calls to ban mobile phones and Wi-Fi claiming they pose
“Review on children in a public health risk not based on evidence”
nurseries and heart disease”

" el "Is aluminium really a silent killer?"
Breast cancer 'risk’ all over

shops’ shelves"? "Heart danger in diet drinks"
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Figure 2.1 Interest in medical research
Q. How interested, if at all, would you say you are in medical research?
Base: All respondents Wellcome Trust Monitor
Monitor w1l Monitor w2 Monitor w3
(2009) (2012) (2015)
(%) (%) (%)
Very interested 34 20 22

Fairly interested 57 55 55
Not very interested 7 18 16
Not at all interested 2 7 7
Don’t know * 1 *

%% Interested (very or fairly 91 75

Unweighted base: 1,179 1,396 1,524

Weighted base: 1,179 1,396 1,524
* indicates a percentage less than 0.5%, but greater than 0.

Wellcome Trust Monitor Report Wave 3

Tracking public views on science and biomedical research
April 2016
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Facial profiling reveals personality

Computer-vision and machine Iearnlng technology

T SUNY | IR

Do the claims of the expensive phonics programme
Read Write Inc have any evidence?

The claim is that Read Write Inc Phonics is effective in teaching phonics to

vniing childran - effective enniich tn instify throwine ninit nreviniis (re<earch-
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Is all-lane running a safe and effective solution to
congestion on motorways?

ing inquiry All-lane running (opening the use of the hard shoulder as a permanent

Yoga in schools improve mental health?

e ]
running (POF 788 KB)

Vilee pubiEhes & PO, marng (Rt e
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s emist.
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It was reported by The Telegraph that Edward Timpson said children should

be taught yoga and meditation "to enable all children to enjoy good mental
health and emotional wellbeing" http://bit.ly/2c1INX3 [...]

Get help

5. wrilles evdence and other Materal reated 1o the o1 e runaing ingury
lor e a1 lane running inguiry
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What people ask about...

Help me get to grips with it

« Should we worry?

» Can | get something from scientists?
* |s it a scare story?

* Is it science?

 Who says it's safe?

Balance of scientific opinion
* |s it majority opinion?
* How are scientists split?

Legitimacy

* |s it a proper study?

 How can | tell?

» Have they talked to scientists?
« What kind of study is it?

How much do we know?

* What do scientists actually know?
* What tests have been done?
 How sure are they?
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v/ Diagnosis
v/ Approach

v/ Accountability

Data
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Public engagement:
aren’t some issues just too complex?
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theguardian

news /opinion /sport /arts / life ‘

environment / climate change / wildlife / energy / pollution
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OVERVIEW | LIFESTYLE | TECHNOLOGY AND FUELS | LAND AND FOOD | CLIMATE | COSTS
The Global Calculator vz
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Public engagement:
aren’t some issues just too sensitive?




UNDERSTANDING CHILDREN'S HEART SURGERY OUTCOMES

This site is to help people make sense of published survival data about children’s heart
surgery in the UK and Ireland.

Our website will help you:

« Understand how the NHS monitors children’'s heart surgery
« explore what survival rates can and can't tell you
« explore published data for hospitals in the UK and Ireland

What do we mean by survival rates? Explore published survival statistics by: What happens if the data raises concerns?
Why are survival rates after children’s heart browsing hospitals individually; More detail about how survival statistics are
surgery hard to interpret? monitored, including an explanatory video.

viewing a one page summary of all hospitals;

WUassar Amare fhoa KIS pasaniatoor thamnmT I imaitati;mne AF thie Aot



mumshet

by parents for parents

D
Talk ©

Active | I'm on | I'm watching | | started | Last 15 minutes | Last hour | Last Day

Guest post: "l hope we've helped others preparing for their child's heart surgery”

Alex Smith says the lack of clear information added to her stress when her daughter was
diagnosed with a heart defect - so she got involved with a project to improve resources

W
Alex Smith
Posted on: Tue 02-Aug-16
11:08:26

(3 comments )

‘As a parent, | need clear, straightforward information, even when | might be in a state of panic or distress.”
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Fear of Uncertainty

* |t doesn’t mean we know nothing
* |t doesn’t mean that anything could be true

* Confidence in new discoveries often compares favourably with confidence in
previous

==>» Operational knowledge
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Public engagement:
IS It too late?
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into the unknown is what drives humanity forward, and to destroy it is
ty Y Because it is the best way to find the truth about many matters that

an attack against us all concern us in this world, one of them being how to feeding a growing
population without

Science has given Man the ability to understand or universe and vastly
improve the human condition.

Steve Fﬂrden, PhD Researcher | Mark Hammonds nurse ent
Wanton destruction must never be able to trump evidence based Kate ME‘Frltt of important
e, wtemsteds v 1 NEFE IS NO substitute for this kind of dialogue. ng, and
, . research,anditalsc . __ _ _ . . . __ __ . ____ ng enough
Louise Ward, Student - plasma physics wonder in science to me and ultimately shaped my future decisionto LAt It won't have beenin vain.
Without scientific research, we are at risk of allowing the anti-science  become a scientist myself. My mother worked at Rothamsted for 25 . , .
movement to destroy scientific progress with their irrational fearof  years, and it kindly opened its doors to me by way of a summer Julio J Morera, Pool Cleaning Service
change and the things they've not bothered to understand. research experience placement, giving me my first taste of science Let the science continue! This research aims to reduce the
which | will never forget. Rothamsted is a kind and timid research environmental impact of agriculture on a world with ever-increasing
Brian. Director facility, untalnted by commercial drives I::-ut mstead showing a genuine demands for food. Just because GMOs are not natural” doesn't mean
. ! T et s s T b B -mett-—-*-qinthe theyare autur:j‘iag:lcallyhharmful'hTh:-i-dpnl’:ehntlaI bineflts. ofﬁMDs. are
. . enormous, and if anything, we should all be working together to ensure
ke M artin HarVEV: eco I OgISt ) poorerthat genetic mndifin:::iiongi; done safely and respongiblyg. If you are

1 . . it concerned that Rothamsted will pull a Monsanto, then fight the system
Mar l m CDncernEd abDUt pﬂtentlal dangerS WIth GM.- bUt the UnIY e that allows for such exploitation! Don't destroy the science that can

Everyc . . ' benefit millions of people around the world! Destroying these cropsis a
- Way to find out the truth is through research - destroying packwards and profoundly ignorant thing to do.*
A Tresearch leaves us all in the dark. .
ifficult .
Science is vital and complex that humans have ever faced in their quarter-million year Martin Jones, Software Product Manager
tenure on this planet. Even if the results of the Rothamsted are Without better ways of producing food, in the long run billions may
Oliver Keane Student uncertain, one thing is: we will not solve the problems bearing down on starve. Opposition to GM technology is really misguided and borders on
' us by abandoning science. a serious danger to humankind.

The work done by GM crop scientists is a vital part of moving towards a
more environmentally-friendly mode of agriculture, as well as helping

mankind survive the effects of climate change. Tim Hubbatd, Sys Admin Dave, IT Administrator
Science is the only tool we have that can reliably make sense and create Why do this? Why violently denounce this part of scientific progress
lanis Rudzitis Designer understanding of the universe. To paraphrase Carl Sagan: It is a candle while embracing other parts, like antibiotics, nylon, rayon, the internal
' against the darkness of our demon-haunted world. combustion engine, nutrition, airbags, superglue, toothpaste,

't just common sense. computers, GPS, phones and hair gel, just to name a few.

Christopher Maslen, 3D Artist
Scientific research like this is what is going to bring humanity through Jennv Emmers’ mum ﬂf three

Jeprobiene of e 2 ey Impedne s e bees=et | find it hard to follow what is likely to be useful for the future but |

ignorance should be prevented at all costs.
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