
Public engagement 



“Calls to ban mobile phones and Wi-Fi claiming they pose 
a public health risk not based on evidence” 
  

“Review on children in 
nurseries and heart disease” 

“Do fizzy drinks make teenagers more 

likely to carry a gun?” 

"Is aluminium really a silent killer?" 

"Smear-test ageism killed our 

daughter" 
"A sausage a day could lead to cancer" 

"Breast cancer 'risk' all over 

shops' shelves"? "Heart danger in diet drinks" 
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Flashpoints 











Help me get to grips with it 

• Should we worry? 

• Can I get something from scientists? 

• Is it a scare story?  

• Is it science? 

• Who says it’s safe? 

 

How much do we know? 

• What do scientists actually know? 

• What tests have been done? 

• How sure are they? 

 
Balance of scientific opinion 

• Is it majority opinion? 

• How are scientists split? 

 

 

Legitimacy 

• Is it a proper study? 

• How can I tell? 

• Have they talked to scientists?  

• What kind of study is it? 

 

 

 

What people ask about… 



✔ Approach 

✔ Accountability 

✔ Diagnosis 

    Data 



Public engagement:  

aren’t some issues just too complex?  









Public engagement:  

aren’t some issues just too sensitive?  







Fear of Uncertainty 

• It doesn’t mean we know nothing 

• It doesn’t mean that anything could be true 

• Confidence in new discoveries often compares favourably with confidence in 
previous 

 

=Operational knowledge 

 

 



Public engagement:  

is it too late?  



Don’t destroy research  




