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    Structure of my presentation 
           

                  

• What is IPBES? 

 

• The conceptual evolution on values and Nature’s contributions to     

 people 

 

• Some implications for environmental risk management 

 



The Intergovernmental Science-

Policy Platform on  

Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services 

• Objective: IPBES provides policy relevant knowledge on biodiversity 

and ecosystem services to inform decision making 

• Currently 130 Members (Governments) 

• Placed under the auspices of the United Nations 

• Administered under UN Environment (UNEP), and also linked to FAO, 

UNDP and UNESCO 

• Currently implementing its first Work Programme  

• Four Functions: Assessments, Knowledge generation catalysis, Policy 

support, Capacity building 

• Secretariat hosted in Bonn 





UN Sustainable Development Goals 
  



IPBES Assessments 

2016 

- Pollination 

- Scenarios and modelling 

 

2018 

- Four regional assessments: Africa, Americas, Asia & Pacific, Europe & 

Central Asia + Land degradation and restoration 

 

2019 

- Global Assessment 

 

2021 

- Diverse ways of valuing 

- Sustainable use of wild species 

 

2022 

- Invasive species 

 
 



IPBES strives for being inclusive when it 
comes to various ways of understanding 

the human-nature relations 



IPBES Conceptual Framework 

Nature’s 
contributions to 

people 



• By recognizing that there are various ways of 
valuing 

IPBES strengthen knowledge 
foundations for the conservation 

and sustainable use of biodiversity 
and long-term human well-being 



Value pluralism 

Pascual et al. 2017 
 



Relational values as a core concept 

 
Relational values 
reflect elements 
of cultural 
identity, social 
cohesion, social 
responsibility 
and moral 
responsibility 
towards nature  

Pascual et al. 2017 

 

Chan et al 2016 



Methods to capture relational values 

Ethnography;  long-term living within a community, participant 
observation, daily note-taking, and the writing of a descriptive 
monograph.   

 

Ethnoecological methods; participant observation, interviewing, 
cultural consensus analysis, cultural domain analysis, and social 
network analysis 

 

Geographic methods; participatory geographical information systems 
(PGIS) and human ecology mapping  

 

Narrative valuation; stories, influence diagrams, visual and verbal 
summaries.  

 

Preference assessment; respondents are asked to rank or rate in 
interviews or surveys.  

 

 





ES Critique 

2018-10-09 

• Norgaard 

• Sörlin Ernstsson 



Conceptual development from Millennium 
Ecosystem Assessment to IPBES 

Diaz et al 
2018. 



Nature’s contributions to people 
from different perspectives 

Diaz et al 2018 



Reglerande 

nyttor  

Materiella 

nyttor 

Immateriella 

nyttor 

NCP in a generalizing 
perspective 

Diaz 

et al 

2018 



to be underlined… 

• IPBES takes a pluralistic approach for increasing scientific 
credibility, fairness and political legitimacy.  NCP broadens the 
tent, and includes Ecosystem services perspectives 

 

• The role of culture has been elevated by the recognition 
that the cultural context influences the perception and  
experiences by people of all NCP 

 

• The framework includes positive as well as negative NCP 

 

• Recognizes co-production, irrespective of the degree of 
anthropogenic input  



Implications for 
environmental risk 

management and food safety 
 

• Contributions for whom?  
• Food availability is not the same as food 

accessibility  
• Food is more than nutrition 
• People value differently 
• Qualitative studies are needed to capture 

sociocultural aspects and people’s varying 
perceptions 

• Forms for bridging between various ways of 
valuing needs to be more developed 
 
 
 
 



Thank you!  
www.ipbes.net 
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