
 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: EFSA – Web-conference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer, Hanne Rabbas 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Competing Interest Management,2 EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 

out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 

process. 

Certain interests were declared orally by the members before the beginning of the meeting. 

For further details on the outcome of the screening of the Oral Declaration of Interest made 

at the beginning of the meeting, please refer to the Annex I. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 27th Working Group 
meeting held on 26 June 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 27th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 29 June 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The reply to the fourth additional data request was received from the applicant and discussed. The 

comments from the BIOHAZ Panel were addressed. The conclusions and recommendations were 

agreed. It is expected that the adoption of the opinion will be anticipated to the next (180th) 

BIOHAZ plenary meeting on September 2025.  

 

1  http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  

2  http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
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VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

No next meeting is needed on the Listex application (EFSA-Q-2024-00551). 
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Annex I 

 

Interests and actions resulting from the Oral Declaration of Interest done at the 

beginning of the meeting 

 

With regard to this meeting, Dr Declan Bolton declared the following interest: “I served on the 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Expert Working Group on Clostridium spp. for a week in 

February 2025. This involved discussing issues related to Clostridium botulinum, Clostridium 

perfringens and Clostridioides difficile and drafting a report covering all aspects of risk 

management in food. I was not involved in any type of risk management activities, regulatory or 

otherwise”. In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive 

Director on Competing Interest Management4, and taking into account the specific matters 

discussed at the meeting in question, the interest above was not deemed to represent a Conflict 

of Interest for the expert concerned. 

 

 

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
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on Competing Interest Management,2 EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled 

out by the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening 

process. 

Certain interests were declared orally by the members before the beginning of the meeting. 

For further details on the outcome of the screening of the Oral Declaration of Interest made 

at the beginning of the meeting, please refer to the Annex I. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 27th Working Group 
meeting held on 26 June 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 27th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 29 June 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The reply to the fourth additional data request was received from the applicant and discussed. The 

comments from the BIOHAZ Panel were addressed. The conclusions and recommendations were 

agreed. It is expected that the adoption of the opinion will be anticipated to the next (180th) 

BIOHAZ plenary meeting on September 2025.  
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VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

No next meeting is needed on the Listex application (EFSA-Q-2024-00551). 
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Annex I 

 

Interests and actions resulting from the Oral Declaration of Interest done at the 

beginning of the meeting 

 

With regard to this meeting, Dr Declan Bolton declared the following interest: “I served on the 

Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) Expert Working Group on Clostridium spp. for a week in 

February 2025. This involved discussing issues related to Clostridium botulinum, Clostridium 

perfringens and Clostridioides difficile and drafting a report covering all aspects of risk 

management in food. I was not involved in any type of risk management activities, regulatory or 

otherwise”. In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive 

Director on Competing Interest Management4, and taking into account the specific matters 

discussed at the meeting in question, the interest above was not deemed to represent a Conflict 

of Interest for the expert concerned. 
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Location: EFSA – Web-conference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer, Hanne Rabbas 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 26th Working Group 
meeting held on 15 May 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 26th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 23 May 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the contributions received. The draft Scientific Opinion was 

reviewed and tasks were allocated to WG members.  

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 
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VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting has been scheduled by web-conference on 18 July 2025 to discuss the Listex 

application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551. 

 

https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2024-00551


 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: EFSA – Web-conference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer, Hanne Rabbas 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 25th Working Group 
meeting held on 25 March 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 25th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 4 April 2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the contributions received. The draft Scientific Opinion was 

reviewed and tasks were allocated to WG members.  

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 
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The next WG meeting has been scheduled by web-conference on 26 June 2025 to discuss the 

Listex application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551. 
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Location: EFSA – Web-conference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 24th Working Group 
meeting held on 27 February 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 24th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 5 March 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the contributions received. The draft Scientific Opinion was 

reviewed and tasks were allocated to WG members.  

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 
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VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting has been scheduled by web-conference on 15 May 2025 to discuss the Listex 

application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551. 
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Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Panagiotis Skandamis. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 23rd Working Group 
meeting held on 20 February 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 23rd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 3 March 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion:  
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the reply from the applicant on EFSA’s request for additional 

information and the contributions received. The draft Scientific Opinion was reviewed and tasks 

were allocated to WG members.  

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 
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VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting have been scheduled by web-meeting on 25 March 2025 to discuss the 

Listex application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551. 
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Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, David Gott, Konrad Grob, Alicja Mortensen, Luisa Peixe, Gilles 

Rivière and Panagiotis Skandamis  

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Vice-Chair) 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera (Chair), Blanka Halamoda 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Declan Bolton. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 22nd Working Group 
meeting held on 27 January 2025, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 22nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 7 February 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion 

a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

 

The Working Group discussed the outcome of the public consultation on the draft guidance for the 

submission of data for the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of 

microbial surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human. The comments 
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received were discussed and answered, and the guidance revised accordingly when considered 

needed. 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting has been scheduled by web-meeting on 27 February 2025 (BIOHAZ 

subgroup to discuss the Listex application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551). 
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Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were not received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 21st Working Group 
meeting held on 16 December 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 21st Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 10 January 

2025.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the contributions received. The draft Scientific Opinion was 

reviewed and tasks were allocated to WG members.  

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 
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VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meetings have been scheduled by web-meeting on 20 February 2025 (full WG 

meeting to discuss the update of the EFSA guidance; EFSA-Q-2024-00020) and on 24 February 

2025 (BIOHAZ subgroup to discuss the Listex application; EFSA-Q-2024-00551). 
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Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis, Juan Evaristo Suarez 

o European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Kris De Smet (DG-SANTE) 

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair), Nuria Ferrer 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were not received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 20th Working Group 
meeting held on 26 November 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 20th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 29 November 

2024.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) An update of the scientific opinion ‘Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of ListexTM 

P100 for reduction of pathogens on different ready-to-eat (RTE) food products’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00551) 

The Working Group (WG) discussed the mandate received and its terms of reference. The approach 

to answer the terms of reference was discussed. The table of contents of the Scientific Opinion 

was agreed and tasks were allocated to WG members. 

 

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
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(FCM) 

21st Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin - BIOHAZ subgroup 
 

16 December 2024, 9:00-13:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 10 January 2024 

09:00-13:00  

MINUTES - Agreed on XX Month202X 
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MEETING MINUTES - 16 December 2024 

21st Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances  

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting has been scheduled on 27 January 2025 (BIOHAZ subgroup) by web-

meeting. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis  

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Chair) 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were not received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 19th Working Group 
meeting held on 14 November 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 19th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 14 November 

2024.  

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

The Working Group finalised the topics under responsibility of the BIOHAZ panel. These are the 

sections dealing with the efficacy of pathogen reduction and the potential emergence of acquired 

reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials for both chemical 

substances and biological agents. Additionally, the sections dealing with the human safety and the 

risk for the environment when applying biological agents were discussed. The guidance was agreed 

to be presented to the next BIOHAZ Panel meeting for possible endorsement for public 

consultation.  

 

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS 

(FCM) 

20th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin - BIOHAZ subgroup 
 

26 November 2024, 9:00-13:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 29 November 2024 

  

14:00-18:00  

MINUTES - Agreed on XX Month202X 
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MEETING MINUTES - 26 November 2024 

20th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances  

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting has been tentaively scheduled on 16 December 2024 (BIOHAZ subgroup) 

by web-meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

David Gott, Konrad Grob, Alicja Mortensen and Gilles Rivière  

o EFSA:  

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera (Chair) and Blanka Halamoda 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Joop De Knecht. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 18th Working Group 
meeting held on 15 October 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 18th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 24 October 

2024. 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

The Working Group discussed and finalised the section on human safety assessment. The whole 

guidance was agreed to be presented to the next FCM Panel meeting for possible endorsement for 

public consultation.  

 

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS 

(FCM) 

19th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin - FCM subgroup 
 

14 November 2024, 9:00-13:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 21 November 2024 

  

14:00-18:00  

MINUTES - Agreed on XX Month202X 
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MEETING MINUTES - 14 November 2024 

19th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances  

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 26 November 2024 (BIOHAZ subgroup) by web-meeting. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees:  

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, David Gott, Konrad Grob, Alicja Mortensen, 

Luisa Peixe, Gilles Rivière and Panagiotis Skandamis  

o EFSA:  

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens (Vice-Chair) 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera (Chair), Blanka Halamoda 

MESE Unit: Zsuzsanna Horwath 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 17th Working Group 
meeting held on 6 September 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 17th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 11 

September 2024. 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

The Working Group discussed the progress on the guidance revision and finalised the sections on 

technical data, consumer exposure assessment, human safety assessment and environmental risk 

assessment. Also the sections dealing with the efficacy of pathogen reduction and the potential 

 

1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS 

(FCM) 

18th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin  
 

15 October 2024, 9:00-13:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 24 October 2024 

  

14:00-18:00  

MINUTES - Agreed on XX Month202X 
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MEETING MINUTES - 15 October 2024 

18th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances  

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

 

emergence of acquired reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials were discussed. Specific actions were assigned to the WG members in preparation 

to the presentation of the guidance at the next FCM and BIOHAZ Plenary meetings. 

VI. Any Other Business 

The WG discussed the upcoming presentation of the revised guidance at the next BIOHAZ Plenary 

meeting to be held on 24 October 2024, and at the next FCM Panel meeting to be held on 5-7 

November 2024. 

VII. Preparatory meetings 

Since the approval of the mandate, four preparatory meetings were held within the FCM subgroup 

to optimise the discussion at the subsequent WG meetings. The preparatory meetings, chaired by 

EFSA staff, were held on: 

• 1st February 2024 

• 21st February 2024 

• 26th February 2024 

• 4th September 2024 

VIII. Next meeting 

The next WG meetings will take place on 14 November (FCM subgroup) 2024 and on 26 November 

2024 (BIOHAZ subgroup), both by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
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Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 
Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, and Panagiotis Skandamis (Chair) 

o EFSA: 

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Blanka Halamoda 

 
 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 16th Working Group 
meeting held on 28 May 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 16th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 5 June 2024. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 
 

The Working Group mainly discussed the topics under responsibility of the BIOHAZ panel. These 

are the sections dealing with the efficacy of pathogen reduction and the potential emergence of 

acquired reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials for both 

chemical substances and biological agents. Additionally, the sections dealing with the human safety 

and the risk for the environment when applying biological agents were discussed. Specific actions 

were assigned to the WG members in the preparation to the upload at the Plenary meeting. 
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MEETING MINUTES - 28 May 2024 

17th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

The WG discussed the upcoming presentation of the finalised sections of the revised guidance at 

the 172nd BIOHAZ Plenary meeting to be held on 18-19 September 2024. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 15 October 2024 by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, David Gott, Konrad Grob, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen 

(Chair), Luisa Peixe, Gilles Rivière and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Kyriaki Xiftou 

 
 
 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 15th Working Group 
meeting held on 24 May 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 15th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 24 May 

2024. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 
 

The Working Group discussed the progress on the guidance revision and finalised the sections on 

Technical data, Consumer exposure assessment, Human risk assessment and Environmental risk 
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ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 
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MEETING MINUTES - 28 May 2024 

16th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

assessment. Additionally, the sections dealing with the efficacy of pathogen reduction and the 

potential emergence of acquired reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials were discussed. Specific actions were assigned to the WG members in the 

preparation to the upload at the Plenary meetings and the next meeting. 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

The WG discussed the upcoming presentation of the finalised sections of the revised guidance at 

the 44th CEP Panel meeting to be held on 11-13 June 2024 and at the 170th BIOHAZ Plenary 

meeting to be held on 12-13 June 2024. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 15 October 2024 by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
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Location: Web-conference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 
Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Cristina Croera and Kyriaki Xiftou 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 14th Working Group 
meeting held on 13 May 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 14th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 21 May 

2024. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 
 

The WG discussed mainly the sections of the guidance revision dealing with the “Efficacy of 

pathogen reduction” and with the “Potential emergence of acquired reduced susceptibility to 

biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials”. Also the inclusion of biological agents 

was addressed. 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

Not applicable. 
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MEETING MINUTES – 15 May 2024 

15th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The joint web-meeting between the CEP and BIOHAZ subgroups is scheduled for 28 May 

2024 by web-conference. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
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Location: EFSA – Web-conference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

David Gott, Konrad Grob, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair) and Gilles Rivière 

EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda and Kyriaki Xiftou 

MESE Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath 

 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 13th Working Group 
meeting held on 24th April 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 13th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 3 May 2024. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 
 

The WG discussed and revised the text in the guidance sections Technical data, Consumer 

exposure assessment, and Human risk assessment. Specific actions were assigned to the WG 

members in preparation for the next joint meeting. 
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MEETING MINUTES – 13 May 2024 

14th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting for the BIOHAZ subgroup will be held on 15th May 2024. Additionally, a joint 

web-meeting between the CEP and BIOHAZ subgroups is scheduled for 28th May 2024. 
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Location: Web-conference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 
Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Kyriaki Xiftou 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 12th Working Group 
meeting held on 9 April 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 12th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 15 April 

2024. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 
 

The WG discussed mainly on the sections of the guidance revision dealing with the “Efficacy of 

pathogen reduction” and with the “Potential emergence of acquired reduced susceptibility to 

biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials”. Also the inclusion of biological agents 

was addressed. The document was prepared for the discussion at the 168th BIOHAZ Plenary 

meeting on 29-30 April 2024. 
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13th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 
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VI. Any Other Business 

Non applicable. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next meeting of the BIOHAZ subgroup will meet on 15 May and 28 May 2024 by web- 

conference. 
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Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

David Gott, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair) and Gilles Rivière 

EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Sandra Rainieri and Kyriaki Xiftou 

 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 11th Working Group 
meeting held on 26th March 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 11th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 3rd April 

2024. 

 
 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

 

The WG discussed and revised the text in the guidance sections on Toxicology and Ecotoxicology. 

Specific actions were assigned to the WG members in preparation to the next meeting. 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

12th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin- CEP subgroup 

09 April 2024, 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 15 April 2024 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES – 9 April 2024 

12th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

The WG agreed to present the agreed approaches for the guidance revision to the next CEP Plenary 

meeting. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 24th April 2024 (BIOHAZ subgroup) and 13th May 

(CEP subgroup) by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 

Peixe, Gilles Rivière and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Kyriaki Xiftou 

MESE Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath, Bruno Dujardin 

 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from David Gott. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 10th Working Group 
meeting held on 16th October 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 10th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 30th October 

2023. 

 

V. Feedback from the 42nd CEP Panel Plenary meeting and 
the 168th BIOHAZ Panel plenary meeting 

The working group was informed that the status of the ongoing guidance revision and the roadmap 

for its finalisation and adoption have been communicated to the respective Panels. 

 
 

VI. Scientific topic for discussion 

 
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 

ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

11th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin 

 
26 March 2024, 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 3 April 2024 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES - 26 March 2024 

11th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

 

The WG presented and discussed the approaches for the guidance revision. One section of the 

revised guidance was also discussed and further amended. Specific actions were assigned to the 

WG members in preparation to the next meeting. 

 
 

VII. Any Other Business 

The WG was infromed that EC invited EFSA to present its self-mandate for the Revision of the 

Guidance for the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin to their Expert Group meeting on Food Hygiene 

and Control of Food of Animal Origin, to be held on 27th March 2024. 

 

VIII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting (Subgroup on Toxicology and Ecotoxicology) will take place on 9 April 

2024 by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 

Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Alexandra Tard, Sandra Rainieri 

 
 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 9th Working Group 
meeting held on 16 February 2022, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 9th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 24th February 

2022. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 

a. Draft opinion on the Safety and efficacy of Peroxyacetic Acid (PAA) used to reduce 

microbiological surface contamination on beef carcasses, half carcasses, and quarter 

carcasses. Applicant: Canadian Competent Authorities (EFSA-Q-2022-00626) 

The WG considered that additional information is needed from the applicant in order to proceed 

with the scientific assessment of this application. Therefore, a request for additional information 

will be sent to the applicant. 

 
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 

ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

10th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 

from products of animal origin 

 
16 October 2023 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 30th October 2023 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES - 16 October 2023 

10th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

To be decided. 
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 9TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 16 February 2022 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 24 February 2022) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Konrad Grob and Alicja Mortensen (Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 8th Working Group meeting held on 20 

December 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 8th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 5 January 

2022.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The Working Group members were informed that the sections of the draft opinion dealing with Term 

of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of 

contamination of pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 

3 (the potential emergence of reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials linked to the use of the substance) were endorsed by the BIOHAZ Panel during the 

plenary meeting held on 26 January 2022. 

The Working Group further discussed and agreed on the approach to be followed for the assessment 

of Term of Reference (ToR) 1 (i.e. toxicological safety of the substance) and ToR4 (i.e. the risk related 

to the release of the processing plant effluents, following the use of the substance, into the 

environment). 

The Working Group finalised the draft scientific opinion which will be submitted for discussion and 

possible adoption at the next CEP Panel meeting on 22-24 March 2022. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

To be decided. 
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https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 8TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 20 December 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 5 January 2022) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Konrad Grob, Alicja Mortensen (Chair) and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair), 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting held on 18 

November 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 26 November 

2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The vice-chair presented the outcome of the assessment dealing with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the 

efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens 

on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergence of 

reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials linked to the use of 

the substance) to the Working Group members. Comments were discussed and addressed during the 

meeting. These sections are aimed to be endorsed at the BIOHAZ plenary meeting in January 2022. 

The Working Group further discussed and agreed on the approach to be followed for the assessment 

of Term of Reference (ToR) 1 (i.e. toxicological safety of the substance) and ToR4 (i.e. the risk related 

to the release of the processing plant effluents, following the use of the substance, into the 

environment). 

Accordingly, tasks were allocated among the members and the draft opinion will be further elaborated 

at the next Working Group meeting. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 16 February 2022 by web-meeting. 
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 7TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 18 November 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 26 November 2021) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Jean-Baptiste Perrin (DG- 

SANTE). 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting held on 6 

October 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 13 October 

2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The EFSA coordinator provided a short feedback of the briefing provided at the 149th BIOHAZ plenary 

meeting (held on 20-21 October 2021). During the WG meeting, the assessment dealing with Term 

of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of 

contamination of pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 

3 (the potential emergence of reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials linked to the use of the substance) was discussed. The panel comments were addressed, 

in particular those related to ToR3. Concluding remarks and conclusions were agreed and tasks were 

allocated. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 20 December 2021 by web-meeting. 
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EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 6 October 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 13 October 2021) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin (DG-SANTE) 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Nick Giannoulis 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting held on 15 

July 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 21 July 2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The EFSA coordinator provided a short feedback of the briefing provided at the 148th BIOHAZ plenary 

meeting (held on 15-16 September 2021). The panel agreed with the purpose of the treatment, 

conditions of use and mode of application, based on the information provided by the applicant. The 

panel also agreed with the assessment to deal with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does 

the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens on carcasses 

from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergence of reduced 

susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials linked to the use of the 

substance). During the WG meeting, the assessment on these ToRs was further discussed, concluding 

remarks and conclusions were agreed and tasks were allocated. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The date for next WG meeting has not been decided yet. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 5TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 15 July 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 21 July 2021) 

 

Participants 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Nick Giannoulis 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
 

 
1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of m embers of the Scientific 
Com mittee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting held on 15 
February 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 26 February 
2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 

00541) 

The Working Group was informed that the additional information was received on 1 July 2021. 
Consequently, the initial deadline to deliver the Scientific Opinion (10 December 2021) has been 
extended to 17 April 2022. The Working Group considered the available data and will include these in 
the risk assessment. The purpose of the treatment, conditions of use and mode of application were 
revised and the approach agreed to deal with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the 
use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens on carcasses from 
wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergenc e of reduced 
susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimic robials linked to the use of the 
substance). 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will be held on 30 September 2021 (tbc) by WEB-conference. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 4TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 15 February 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 26 February 2021) 

 

 
Participants 

 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 
Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Christina Tlustos (WG member). 
 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of m embers of the Scientific 
Com mittee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting held on 3 
October 2018, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 9 October 
2018.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 

00541) 
 

The Working Group considered the available data and concluded that these are not sufficient to 

complete the risk assessment. The scientific evaluation will be suspended awaiting additional 
information from the applicant. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

To be decided. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Working 
Group on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product 

of animal origin 

Held by WEB-conference, 3 October 2018 
 

(Agreed on 9 October 2018) 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Panagiotis Skandamis (Chair), Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa 

Peixe 
 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 
• EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Eleonora Sarno 

AMU Unit: Daniela Tomcikova 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Verena Haider (DG SANTE), Kris De 

Smet (DG SANTE) and Carla Martino (FIP Unit). 
 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 

Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 
on Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the 
working group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts 

of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been 
identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of 

Interest at the beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Agreement of the minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting 

held on 20 September 2018, Parma 

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written 
procedure on 4 October 2018.4 

 
5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 
acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 

cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)5 

The draft scientific opinion was finalised by the WG and will be 
presented for discussion and possible adoption to the next CEP Panel 

meeting. 

 
6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
7. Next meeting(s) 

To be decided. 
 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and- 
packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the Working 
Group on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product 

of animal origin 

Held on 20 September 2018, Parma (Italy) 

(Agreed on 4 October 2018) 

 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Aljcia Mortensen (Chair), Christina Tlustos 

Konrad Grob has participated via teleconference 
 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 
• EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Giorgia Vianello 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Joop de Knecht (WG member), Verena 

Haider (DG SANTE), Kris De Smet (DG SANTE) and Winy Messens 
(BIOCONTAM Unit). 

 
2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 
Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 
Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the 

working group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts 
of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been 

identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of 
Interest at the beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Agreement of the minutes of the 1th Working Group meeting 

held on 12 September 2018, WEB conference. 

The minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting were agreed by written 
procedure on 17 September 2018.4 

 
5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 
acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 

cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)5 

The dossier was discussed and will be further evaluated at the next 

working group meeting on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product of animal origin. 

 

 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666
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6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
7. Next meeting(s) 

The next meeting will be held on 3 October 2018 by WEB-conference. 
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 1st meeting of the Standing 
Working Group on the evaluation of substances 
used to reduce microbial contamination from 

products of animal origin 

Held by WEB-conference, 12 September 2018 
 

(Agreed on 17 September 2018) 

 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Panagiotis Skandamis (Chair), Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa 
Peixe 

 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission representatives: 

Verena Haider 

 
• EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Eleonora Sarno 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Kris De Smet (DG SANTE), Daniela 

Tomcikova (AMU unit) and Carla Martino (FIP Unit). 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision- 

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during 
the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Scientific topic for discussion 

4.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 

acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 
cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)4 

The dossier was discussed and will be further evaluated at the next 

working group meeting on the evaluation of substances used to 

remove microbial contamination from product of animal origin. 

 
5. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
6. Next meeting(s) 

The next meeting will be held on 20 September 2018 in Parma. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666


1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

David Gott, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair) and Gilles Rivière 

EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Sandra Rainieri and Kyriaki Xiftou 

 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 11th Working Group 
meeting held on 26th March 2024, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 11th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 3rd April 

2024. 

 
 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 
a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

 

The WG discussed and revised the text in the guidance sections on Toxicology and Ecotoxicology. 

Specific actions were assigned to the WG members in preparation to the next meeting. 

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

12th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin 

09 April 2024, 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 15 April 2024 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES – 9 April 2024 

12th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

The WG agreed to present the agreed approaches for the guidance revision to the next CEP Plenary 

meeting. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 24th April 2024 (BIOHAZ subgroup) and 13th May 

(CEP subgroup) by web-meeting. 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 

Peixe, Gilles Rivière and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Blanka Halamoda, Kyriaki Xiftou 

MESE Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath, Bruno Dujardin 

 

 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from David Gott. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 10th Working Group 
meeting held on 16th October 2023, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 10th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 30th October 

2023. 

 

V. Feedback from the 42nd CEP Panel Plenary meeting and 
the 168th BIOHAZ Panel plenary meeting 

The working group was informed that the status of the ongoing guidance revision and the roadmap 

for its finalisation and adoption have been communicated to the respective Panels. 

 
 

VI. Scientific topic for discussion 

 
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 

ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

11th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 
from products of animal origin 

 
26 March 2024, 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 3 April 2024 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES - 26 March 2024 

11th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

a) Request to update the ‘Guidance document on the submission of data for the 

Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin intended for human consumption’ 

(EFSA-Q-2024-00020) 

 

The WG presented and discussed the approaches for the guidance revision. One section of the 

revised guidance was also discussed and further amended. Specific actions were assigned to the 

WG members in preparation to the next meeting. 

 
 

VII. Any Other Business 

The WG was infromed that EC invited EFSA to present its self-mandate for the Revision of the 

Guidance for the evaluation of the safety and efficacy of substances for the removal of microbial 

surface contamination of foods of animal origin to their Expert Group meeting on Food Hygiene 

and Control of Food of Animal Origin, to be held on 27th March 2024. 

 

VIII. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting (Subgroup on Toxicology and Ecotoxicology) will take place on 9 April 

2024 by web-meeting. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Location: EFSA - Webconference 

Attendees: 

o Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 

Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

o EFSA: 
BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Cristina Croera, Alexandra Tard, Sandra Rainieri 

 
 

I. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

II. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
 

III. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management2, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

IV. Agreement of the minutes of the 9th Working Group 
meeting held on 16 February 2022, via web-conference 

The minutes of the 9th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 24th February 

2022. 

 

V. Scientific topic for discussion 

a. Draft opinion on the Safety and efficacy of Peroxyacetic Acid (PAA) used to reduce 

microbiological surface contamination on beef carcasses, half carcasses, and quarter 

carcasses. Applicant: Canadian Competent Authorities (EFSA-Q-2022-00626) 

The WG considered that additional information is needed from the applicant in order to proceed 

with the scientific assessment of this application. Therefore, a request for additional information 

will be sent to the applicant. 

 
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 

ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

10th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of 
substances used to remove microbial contamination 

from products of animal origin 

 
16 October 2023 14:00-18:00 

MINUTES- Agreed on 30th October 2023 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf


MEETING MINUTES - 16 October 2023 

10th Working Group meeting on the evaluation of substances 

used to remove microbial contamination from products of animal origin 

 

 

 

VI. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

VII. Next meeting 

To be decided. 
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 9TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 16 February 2022 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 24 February 2022) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Konrad Grob and Alicja Mortensen (Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOHAW Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 8th Working Group meeting held on 20 

December 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 8th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 5 January 

2022.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The Working Group members were informed that the sections of the draft opinion dealing with Term 

of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of 

contamination of pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 

3 (the potential emergence of reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials linked to the use of the substance) were endorsed by the BIOHAZ Panel during the 

plenary meeting held on 26 January 2022. 

The Working Group further discussed and agreed on the approach to be followed for the assessment 

of Term of Reference (ToR) 1 (i.e. toxicological safety of the substance) and ToR4 (i.e. the risk related 

to the release of the processing plant effluents, following the use of the substance, into the 

environment). 

The Working Group finalised the draft scientific opinion which will be submitted for discussion and 

possible adoption at the next CEP Panel meeting on 22-24 March 2022. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

To be decided. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
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https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 8TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 20 December 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 5 January 2022) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Konrad Grob, Alicja Mortensen (Chair) and Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair), 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 

2 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting held on 18 

November 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 7th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 26 November 

2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The vice-chair presented the outcome of the assessment dealing with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the 

efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens 

on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergence of 

reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials linked to the use of 

the substance) to the Working Group members. Comments were discussed and addressed during the 

meeting. These sections are aimed to be endorsed at the BIOHAZ plenary meeting in January 2022. 

The Working Group further discussed and agreed on the approach to be followed for the assessment 

of Term of Reference (ToR) 1 (i.e. toxicological safety of the substance) and ToR4 (i.e. the risk related 

to the release of the processing plant effluents, following the use of the substance, into the 

environment). 

Accordingly, tasks were allocated among the members and the draft opinion will be further elaborated 

at the next Working Group meeting. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 16 February 2022 by web-meeting. 
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https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 7TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 18 November 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 26 November 2021) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Jean-Baptiste Perrin (DG- 

SANTE). 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 

2 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting held on 6 

October 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 13 October 

2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The EFSA coordinator provided a short feedback of the briefing provided at the 149th BIOHAZ plenary 

meeting (held on 20-21 October 2021). During the WG meeting, the assessment dealing with Term 

of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of 

contamination of pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 

3 (the potential emergence of reduced susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic 

antimicrobials linked to the use of the substance) was discussed. The panel comments were addressed, 

in particular those related to ToR3. Concluding remarks and conclusions were agreed and tasks were 

allocated. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will take place on 20 December 2021 by web-meeting. 
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MINUTES OF THE 6TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 6 October 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 13 October 2021) 

 

Participants 
 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin (DG-SANTE) 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Nick Giannoulis 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting held on 15 

July 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 21 July 2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 
00541) 

The EFSA coordinator provided a short feedback of the briefing provided at the 148th BIOHAZ plenary 

meeting (held on 15-16 September 2021). The panel agreed with the purpose of the treatment, 

conditions of use and mode of application, based on the information provided by the applicant. The 

panel also agreed with the assessment to deal with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does 

the use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens on carcasses 

from wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergence of reduced 

susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials linked to the use of the 

substance). During the WG meeting, the assessment on these ToRs was further discussed, concluding 

remarks and conclusions were agreed and tasks were allocated. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The date for next WG meeting has not been decided yet. 
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(Agreed on 21 July 2021) 

 

Participants 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Nick Giannoulis 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
 

 
1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of m embers of the Scientific 
Com mittee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 

the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 

issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 

were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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4. Agreement of the minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting held on 15 
February 2021, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 26 February 
2021.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 

00541) 

The Working Group was informed that the additional information was received on 1 July 2021. 
Consequently, the initial deadline to deliver the Scientific Opinion (10 December 2021) has been 
extended to 17 April 2022. The Working Group considered the available data and will include these in 
the risk assessment. The purpose of the treatment, conditions of use and mode of application were 
revised and the approach agreed to deal with Term of Reference (ToR) 2 (the efficacy i.e. does the 
use of this substance significantly reduce the level of contamination of pathogens on carcasses from 
wild game and small stock aforementioned) and ToR 3 (the potential emergenc e of reduced 
susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimic robials linked to the use of the 
substance). 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

The next WG meeting will be held on 30 September 2021 (tbc) by WEB-conference. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON FOOD CONTACT MATERIALS, 
ENZYMES AND PROCESSING AIDS (CEP) 

MINUTES OF THE 4TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON THE 
EVALUATION OF SUBSTANCES USED TO REMOVE MICROBIAL 

CONTAMINATION FROM PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN 

 
Held on 15 February 2021 by WEB-conference 

(Agreed on 26 February 2021) 

 

 
Participants 

 

◼ Working Group Members: 

Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Joop De Knecht, Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Konrad Grob, Luisa 
Peixe, Panagiotis Skandamis (Vice-Chair) 

 
◼ Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Jean-Baptiste Perrin 

◼ EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens 
FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Alexandra Tard 

 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Christina Tlustos (WG member). 
 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of m embers of the Scientific 
Com mittee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Fcorporate_publications%2Ffiles%2Fexpertselection.pdf&data=02%7C01%7C%7C2268ddd1d6f9463b270208d83a160950%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637323213596964741&sdata=%2Bx1HwAi0v25TCKWPn2dH0q6AE7LSCMc2%2FmCJoYVQai4%3D&reserved=0


2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting held on 3 
October 2018, WEB-conference 

The minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 9 October 
2018.4 

 

5. Scientific topic for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic acid for reduction of 

pathogens on carcasses from wild game and small stock (EFSA-Q-2020- 

00541) 
 

The Working Group considered the available data and concluded that these are not sufficient to 

complete the risk assessment. The scientific evaluation will be suspended awaiting additional 
information from the applicant. 

 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 

7. Next meeting 

To be decided. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
https://efsacase.efsa.europa.eu/suite/sites/risk-assessment-site/page/questions/record/lMBq6XWJHLcGq3NZUmXYd6y9QXlOocp2pfZpwOtgFT5RtOJFyHCsveL0H83ekCtpqzpYiImHpToQt6Q5EHoPa5caBMQGlNVl2OSwxsrxbY57woGAw/view/summary
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Working 
Group on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product 

of animal origin 

Held by WEB-conference, 3 October 2018 
 

(Agreed on 9 October 2018) 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Panagiotis Skandamis (Chair), Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa 

Peixe 
 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 
• EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Eleonora Sarno 

AMU Unit: Daniela Tomcikova 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Verena Haider (DG SANTE), Kris De 

Smet (DG SANTE) and Carla Martino (FIP Unit). 
 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf


2 

 

 

 

 
 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 

Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 
on Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the 
working group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts 

of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been 
identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of 

Interest at the beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Agreement of the minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting 

held on 20 September 2018, Parma 

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting were agreed by written 
procedure on 4 October 2018.4 

 
5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 
acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 

cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)5 

The draft scientific opinion was finalised by the WG and will be 
presented for discussion and possible adoption to the next CEP Panel 

meeting. 

 
6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
7. Next meeting(s) 

To be decided. 
 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and- 
packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the Working 
Group on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product 

of animal origin 

Held on 20 September 2018, Parma (Italy) 

(Agreed on 4 October 2018) 

 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Aljcia Mortensen (Chair), Christina Tlustos 

Konrad Grob has participated via teleconference 
 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 
• EFSA: 

FIP Unit: Carla Martino, Giorgia Vianello 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Joop de Knecht (WG member), Verena 

Haider (DG SANTE), Kris De Smet (DG SANTE) and Winy Messens 
(BIOCONTAM Unit). 

 
2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific 
Decision-Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director 

on Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 
Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the 

working group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts 
of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been 

identified during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of 
Interest at the beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Agreement of the minutes of the 1th Working Group meeting 

held on 12 September 2018, WEB conference. 

The minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting were agreed by written 
procedure on 17 September 2018.4 

 
5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

5.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 
acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 

cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)5 

The dossier was discussed and will be further evaluated at the next 

working group meeting on the evaluation of substances used to 
remove microbial contamination from product of animal origin. 

 

 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf 
5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/food-ingredients-and-packaging/decontaminationCEP.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666


3 

 

 

 

 
 

6. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
7. Next meeting(s) 

The next meeting will be held on 3 October 2018 by WEB-conference. 
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Scientific Panel on Food Contact Materials, 

Enzymes and Processing Aids (CEP) 

Minutes of the 1st meeting of the Standing 
Working Group on the evaluation of substances 
used to reduce microbial contamination from 

products of animal origin 

Held by WEB-conference, 12 September 2018 
 

(Agreed on 17 September 2018) 

 
 

Participants 
 

• Working Group Members: 

Panagiotis Skandamis (Chair), Declan Bolton, Sara Bover-Cid, Luisa 
Peixe 

 

• Hearing Experts1: 

Not Applicable 

 
• European Commission representatives: 

Verena Haider 

 
• EFSA: 

BIOCONTAM Unit: Winy Messens, Eleonora Sarno 

 
1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Kris De Smet (DG SANTE), Daniela 

Tomcikova (AMU unit) and Carla Martino (FIP Unit). 
 
 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision- 

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during 
the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

 
4. Scientific topic for discussion 

4.1. Evaluation of the safety and efficacy of lactic and acetic 

acids for reduction of pathogens on pork carcasses and 
cuts (EFSA-Q-2017-00666)4 

The dossier was discussed and will be further evaluated at the next 

working group meeting on the evaluation of substances used to 

remove microbial contamination from product of animal origin. 

 
5. Any Other Business 

None. 

 
6. Next meeting(s) 

The next meeting will be held on 20 September 2018 in Parma. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666
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