
 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE and EMERGING RISKS UNIT 

 
European Food Safety Authority • Via Carlo Magno 1A • 43126 Parma • ITALY 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 • Fax +39 0521 036 110 • www.efsa.europa.eu 

Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 7th meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 14-15 June 2017, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 27 June 2017) 

 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Qasim Chaudhry (Vice-Chair), David Gott, 

Francesco Cubadda, Agnes Oomen, Stefan Weigel. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Barbara Drasler 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

JRC: Hubert Rauscher 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans and Melpo Karamitrou 

PPAS Unit: Dimitra Kardassi (15/6 14:00-15:00), Marcella De Maglie 

(15/6 14:00-15:00) 

FEED Unit: Manuela Tiramani (14/6 15:30-16:00) 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

                                       
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 
screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 

of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting 

held on 29-30 March 2017, Parma.  

The minutes of the 6th Working Group meeting held on 29-30 March 2017 

were agreed.4 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 

application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in 

agri/food/feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

The working group had two preparatory telephone conferences on 5 May 

and 11 May, in advance of this 14-15 June meeting. During these 
telephone conferences, progress was made on chapters 4-6 and on 

Appendix E on feed additives and nanopesticides.  

At the meeting, the further distribution of tasks for the remaining 

chapters 7-9 was agreed as well as consistency in terminology (e.g. 
nanomaterial, small particles and non-nanomaterial).   The other chapters 

were refined with input received from the members and more tasks for 
finalisation were attributed. 

The working group thanked the EFSA colleagues from the FEED and PRAS 
Units for their contribution and discussions at the meeting. The new 

subchapters in the appendices on feed additives is considered final and for 
the pesticides chapter more time was scheduled through bilateral 

meetings.  

  

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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Under chapter 8 for uncertainty, a new chapter on uncertainty analysis of 
the “quick dissolution rate” was developed. A small drafting group will 

convene on 27 June prior to the telephone conference scheduled on 3 
July.  

6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Document management system 

The working group has an information exchange platform to work on the 
update of the guidance. New bibliographic references are classified in a 

“new folder” after each meeting. 

6.2. Relevant meetings - projects 

Reinhilde Schoonjans shared feedback from her visit to ECHA and the new 
hearing expert, Barbara Drasler, described the outcomes of the ProSafe 

project as well as her contribution to the project.  

6.3. Expertise 

Andrea Zijno participated in the teleconference of 5 May as a new expert 

but has since resigned from the group due to work commitments. 

7. Next meeting(s) 

 3 July (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 9 October (9.00-18.00 h) and 10 October (8.30–16.30 h) 
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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 6th meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 29-30 March 2017, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 14 June 2017) 

 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), Qasim Chaudhry (Vice-Chair), David Gott, 

Francesco Cubadda, Agnes Oomen, Stefan Weigel. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans and Melpo Karamitrou 

Pesticides Unit: Dimitra Kardassi (30/3 14:00-15:30), Marcella De 

Maglie (30/3 14:00-15:30) 

FIP Unit: Alexandros Lioupis (29/3 14:00-16:00) 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Alicja 
Mortensen for the morning session of the 29th and by Qasim Chaudhry for 

the first meeting day.  

 

                                       
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted after adding some more scientific contributions 

to be discussed: in vitro digestion, wrap-up of FCM issues and the 
incorporation of FEED expertise. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 
screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 

of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting 

held on 19-20 January 2017, Parma.  

The minutes of the 5th Working Group meeting were agreed after minor 
editorial changes.4 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 
application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in 

agri/food/feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

The working group had two preparatory telephone conferences on 17 

February and 7 March, in advance of this 29-30 March meeting. Progress 
was made in chapters 1-3 during these preparatory meetings, meaning 

that most of the outstanding comments were resolved and updated 
sections were delivered. Chapters 1-3 are now close to final drafts with 

few outstanding tasks. Figure 1 will be amended according to the 
suggestions of the participants. Chapter 3 on physico-chemical 

characterization was reviewed by the working group and a new diagram 
will be inserted as a decision flow scheme. Additions for FCM were also 

reviewed and accepted. 

 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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Chapter 4, on exposure assessment, was reviewed and amended 
according to the suggestions of the participants.  

The structure for chapter 5, on hazard identification and characterisation, 
was further discussed and agreed. The different subsections were then 

further commented and/or elaborated: progress was made for the 
subsections on read across, in vitro digestion, ADME, endocrine endpoints 

and genotoxicity. Tasks were allocated for the subsections on general 
toxicity, developmental toxicity, neurotoxicity, immunotoxicity/aller-

genicity and effects on the gut microbiome. 

All specific issues for FCM were inserted into the guidance body text and 

considered as final draft stage. 

Specific issues for pesticides and feed additives were discussed with EFSA 

staff from the respective Units. For pesticides, the draft text was 
approved for further elaboration. 

6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Document management system 

The working group has an information exchange platform to work on the 

update of the guidance. New bibliographic references are classified in a 
“new folder” after each meeting. 

6.2. Relevant meetings  

The working group shared plans for attending future scientific conferences 

and Reinhilde Schoonjans shared feedback from a teleconference with the 
European Commission.  

6.3. Expertise 

It will be investigated if extra feed (expertise from EFSA staff) and in vitro 

toxicity expertise (external expert) will be needed.  

7. Next meeting(s) 

 24 April (09.00-18.00h): via teleconference (drafting group)  

 5 May (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 11 May (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 14 June (9.00-18.00 h) and 15 June (8.30–16.30 h) 

 3 July (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 9 October (9.00-18.00 h) and 10 October (8.30–16.30 h) 
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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 5th meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 19-20 January 2017, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 29 March 2017) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), David Gott, Francesco Cubadda, Agnes 
Oomen, Stefan Weigel and Jonathan Powell. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Qasim 

Chaudhry.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

  

                                       
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 
Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 

group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 

screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 
of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting 
held on 15 December 2016, Parma.  

The minutes of the 4th Working Group meeting held on 15 December 
2016 were agreed without changes.4 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 

application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in 
agri/food/feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

The working group processed all the comments and contributions on 
chapters 1-3 in detail. Final tasks were identified to advance these 

chapters by the March meeting, which will be preceded by two 
preparatory telephone conferences on 17 February and 7 March.  

For chapter 1, an agreement was reached on the aim and the scope of 
this guidance. 

For chapter 2, a revision of the general scheme was proposed to reflect 
the decisions that users of this guidance have to make. 

For chapter 3, the updated table with physico-chemical parameters that 
can be relevant to characterise nano-sized particles was discussed in 

detail. It will be clarified that not all parameters may be applicable in all 
cases. 

It was decided to merge chapters 4 and 6 on exposure and update the 

figure in line with the general scheme of chapter 2.  

Tasks for chapter 5 were discussed and allocated. 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Document management system 

The working group has an information exchange platform to work on the 
update of the guidance. New bibliographic references are classified in a 

“new folder” after each meeting. 

7. Next meeting(s) 

 17 February (13.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 7 March (13.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 29 March (09.00-18.00h) and 30 March (09.00-16.30h) 

 24 April (09.00-18.00h): via teleconference (drafting group)  

 5 May (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 11 May (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 14 June (9.00-18.00 h) and 15 June (8.30–16.30 h) 

 3 July (09.30-17.00h): via teleconference 

 9 October (9.00-18.00 h) and 10 October (8.30–16.30 h) 
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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 4th meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 15 December 2016, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 19 January 2017) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), David Gott, Francesco Cubadda, Agnes 
Oomen, Stefan Weigel (via teleconference), Jonathan Powell and 

Qasim Chaudhry. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted after an initial discussion on the scope of 

nanotechnologies and nanoscience, including nanomaterials. 

  

                                       
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 
Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 

group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 

screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 
of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting 
held on 27-28 October 2016, Parma.  

The minutes of the 3rd Working Group meeting held on 27-28 October 
2016 were agreed without changes.4 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 

application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in 
agri/food/feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

Qasim Chaudhry gave a presentation on the developments in QSAR and 
new in silico methods for nanomaterials. Many models have been 

published but they have been developed largely on the basis of chemical 
descriptors that are not nano-specific, and the models have also not yet 

been tested on any adequate number of nanomaterials to establish that 
their predictions are reliable. Nano-specific descriptors have not yet been 

developed, and may not be available in the near future. Members gave 
input e.g. on how important the size is, and the complexity of the relation 

between physicochemical properties and biological/toxicological effects 
(subtle changes in the former may affect the latter). 

Chapter 1.1 was further amended to reflect the scope of the document 
that covers nanotechnologies and nanoscience, including nanomaterials. 

Chapter 3 on physicochemical characterisation was reviewed and 

amended according to the suggestions of the participants. Now that the 
draft outline is agreed, the next revision will include more details.  

For Chapter 5, the group first looked at the outline of the tiered approach 
as developed for food additives and applied for novel foods. Then, the 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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proposal developed for this guidance with nano-specific requirements was 
presented and commented. Particularly for Tier 0 and 1, progress was 

made and a text will be developed to describe the biological information 
required, the reasons why and the decisions that may follow from 

evaluating the biological information. 

6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Document management system 

The working group has an information exchange platform to work on the 

update of the guidance. New bibliographic references are classified in a 
“new folder” after each meeting. 

6.2. Relevant meetings  

The working group shared feedback from diverse meetings attended by 

the participants and kept a list updated with future relevant scientific 
meetings. 

7.  Next meeting(s) 

• Thursday19 January (13.30) – Friday 20 January (8.30–16.30 h) 

• Wednesday 29 March (13.30) – Thursday 30 March (8.30–16.30 h) 

• Thursday 8 June (13.30) – Friday 9 June (8.30–16.30 h) 
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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 3rd meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 27-28 October 2016, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 15 December 2016) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), David Gott (via teleconference), Francesco 

Cubadda, Agnes Oomen, Stefan Weigel, Jonathan Powell and Qasim 
Chaudhry. 

 Hearing Experts1: 

Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans 

FIP: Camilla Smeraldi 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

                                       
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director on the selection of external experts: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
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Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 
Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 

group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 
related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 

screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 
of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting 
held on 29-30 September 2016, Parma.  

The minutes of the 2nd Working Group meeting held on 29-30 September 
2016 were agreed without changes.4 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 
application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in 

agri/food/feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

A presentation was given on gut absorption. The known pathways of 

particle uptake, the targeting of intestinal cells by ingested particles and 

their potential for systemic absorption was presented by Jonathan Powell. 
He also discussed how particle size dictates the pathway(s) of uptake.  

This in depth knowledge is useful to further focus the level of detail for 
the guidance on bioavailability and sites of potential cell targeting and/or 

accumulation. 

A new table 1 with a classification for the p-chem characterisations was 

presented, aligning with other research projects or ongoing guidance 
development in this area.  

A tiered approach for toxicological testing was discussed as applied for 
food additives and for novel foods. Possible “entry” and “exit” points for 

testing were discussed according to the type of material.  

The contributions received for the first chapters on characterisation, 

ADME and in vitro studies were incorporated and reviewed.  

6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Expertise 

No extra animal health expertise was considered needed, as the ADME 
aspects are most important and covered by this group. 

6.2. Task for supporting  

The working group was informed that the launch for reopening the call to 

collect info on carrier nanomaterials was launched on 18 October 2016 
and deadline for submission is 28 November 2016 [afterwards extended 

until 23 December]. Final delivery date for the report is end 2017.   

  

                                       
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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6.3. Document management system 

The working group has an information exchange platform to work on the 

update of the guidance. New bibliographic references are classified in a 
“new folder” after each meeting. 

6.4. Relevant meetings  

The working group shared feedback from diverse meetings attended by 

the participants and kept a list updated with future relevant scientific 
meetings. 

7.  Next meeting(s) 

• Thursday 19 (13.30) – Friday 20 January 2017 (8.30–16.30) 

• Wednesday 29 (13.30) - Thursday 30 March 2017 (8.30–16.30) 

• Wednesday 8 (13.30) – Thursday 9 June 2017 (8.30–16.30) 
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Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 2nd meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 29-30 September 2016, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 27 October 2016) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen (Chair), David Gott, Francesco Cubadda, Agnes 

Oomen, Stefan Weigel, Jonathan Powell 

 Hearing Experts: 

Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans 

FIP: Camilla Smeraldi 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Qasim 
Chaudhry.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted with the change of adding the adoption of the 

previous WG minutes. 
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest2, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 
screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 

of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting 

held on 23 June 2016, Parma.  

The minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting held on 23 June 2016 

were agreed without changes.3 

5. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 

application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in agri/food/ 

feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

It was proposed to include in the guidance overviews of data 

requirements and methods for testing where those are available, as was 
done in 2011 for physico-chemical characteristics (current Table 1).  The 

working group agreed to make the guidance as practical as possible, and 
will also explore the introduction of a tiered approach. Two options could 

be considered: (1) data requirement tables in between the current 
descriptive text or (2) one comprehensive table + descriptive text in 

annexes. These options will be further considered. 

The experts went to the document and reviewed the contributions. New 

tasks were identified in the first chapters on characterisation, ADME and 
in vitro studies. A tiered approach was discussed as well as a flexible 

conceptual framework where “entry” and “exit” points for testing may 
vary according to the nature of the material.  

  

                                       
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups 
 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/cross-cutting-issues/working-groups
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6. Any Other Business 

6.1. Expertise 

It will be investigated if extra animal health expertise will be needed. 

6.2. Task for supporting  

The working group helped finalising the specific objectives for an 
outsourcing contract, in support of the work of the working group.   

6.3. Document managing system 

The working group has a dedicated folder on the document exchange 

platform in order to work in sequence on the updated guidance. New 
bibliographic references will be classified in a “new folder” after each 

meeting.  

7.  Next meeting(s) 

• Thursday 15 December 2016 (8.30am – 16.30pm) 

• Thursday 19 (13.30pm) – Friday 20 January 2017 (8.30am – 

16.30pm) 

• Wednesday 29 (13.30pm) - Thursday 30 March 2017 (8.30am – 
16.30pm) 

• Thursday 8 (13.30pm) – Friday 9 June 2017 (8.30am – 16.30pm) 

 

 



 

 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE AND EMERGING RISKS UNIT 

 
European Food Safety Authority • Via Carlo Magno 1A • 43126 Parma • ITALY 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 • Fax +39 0521 036 110 • www.efsa.europa.eu 

Scientific Committee 

Minutes of the 1st meeting of the Working Group 
on Nanotechnology in agri/food/feed  

Held on 23 June 2016, Parma (Italy)  

(Agreed on 29 September 2016) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Alicja Mortensen, Qasim Chaudhry, David Gott, Francesco Cubadda, 

Stefan Weigel 

 Hearing Experts: 

Agnes Oomen, Roland Franz 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

None 

 EFSA:  

SCER Unit: Reinhilde Schoonjans 

 Others: 

None 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants who introduced themselves during a 

tour de table.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Group members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes1 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest2, EFSA screened the Annual Declaration of 

Interest and the Specific Declaration of Interest filled in by the working 
group members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting were identified during the 
screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the beginning 

of this meeting. 

4. Guidance on the human and animal risk assessment of the 

application of nanoscience and nanotechnologies in agri/food/ 
feed (EFSA-Q-2016-00281) 

After a presentation of the mandate and the approved terms of reference, 
the working group started to identify and discuss the topics that require 

updating in the current guidance document. Also new elements in the 

state of the art that require changes in the guidance were discussed. A 
preliminary task division was agreed for the first few chapters.  

5. Any Other Business 

5.1. Expertise 

The expertise required for the work, as well as third party involvement,  
was discussed and additional experts will be invited to the working group. 

5.2. Task for supporting  

The working group helped prioritising the tasks that should be outsourced 

in support of the work of the working group.   

5.3. Document management system 

The working group has a special IT platform to exchange information and 
to work in sequence on the updated guidance. New bibliographic 

references will be classified in a “new folder” after each meeting.  

6.  Next meeting(s) 

• September Thursday 29 (9:00am) – Friday 30 (13:00pm)  

• October Thursday 27 (13.30pm) – Friday 28 (13.00pm) 

                                       
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00281
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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• December Thursday 15 (8.30am – 16.30pm) 


