
BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 9th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

2 September 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 9  September 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler  

 Hearing Experts1:  

Focks Andreas 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani, Katja Schirmer; PREV Unit: 
Csaba Szentes, Alessio Ippolito.  SCER Unit:  Agnes Rortais. DATA Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath. 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the new section on time reinforced toxicity (TRT) and agreed on several 
updates. Then sections on occurrence, exposure, risk characterisation and conclusions and 
recommendations were discussed.  on of Uncertainties. Then the time reinforced toxicity (TRT) was 
discussed for the risk assessment for winter bees. Tasks were allocated to the different WG 
members.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

TBD 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00510



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 8th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

12 July 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 16 July 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler  

 Hearing Experts1:  

Focks Andreas 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not applicable 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani, Katja Schirmer; PREV Unit: 
Csaba Szentes, Alessio Ippolito.  SCER Unit:  Agnes Rortais. DATA Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath. 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Verstraete Frans. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the new occurrence data coming from three different providers and one 
company. Several parts of the opinion were updated based on the new evidence. Several comments 
arose from the new drafted section of Uncertainties. Then the time reinforced toxicity (TRT) was 
discussed for the risk assessment for winter bees. Tasks were allocated to the WG members.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

TBD 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00510



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 7th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

31 May 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 4 June 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not applicable 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani, Marco Binaglia; PREV Unit: Csaba 
Szentes Agnes Rortais. DATA Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the new text of the opinion and the new comments and modifications 
suggested by the CONTAM Panel members. Several sections have been shortened and updated. 
Particular attention was given to sections on Chemistry, Occurrence and Uncertainties. The experts 
also discussed a possible refinement of the toxicity assessment for winter bees.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

12 July 2021 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00510



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 6th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

22 April 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 22 April 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; PREV Unit: Csaba Szentes, Agnes 
Rortais.  

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the different aspects of the relevant toxicity studies and they were 
critically appraised. Then the new and updated text in the different section was discussed.  Particular 
attention was given to the uncertainty analysis with selection of the most relevant questions. 
General remarks were made, tasks were distributed. 

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

TBD. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00510



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 5th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

17 March 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 22nd March 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; PREV Unit: Csaba Szentes, Agnes 
Rortais.  

Not Applicable 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. The participants introduced themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the new text in the opinion. Several sections have been extended and 
updated. Particular attention was given to the concentration/dose response assessment and to the 
reference point for bee health. A series of updates and debates took place in regards of feed 
consumption and different scenarios for the exposure assessment. Tasks were distributed. 

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

TBD. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 Please be aware that EFSA’s Register of Questions is unavailable from 21 January until end of March. The temporary   

suspension of the tool is necessary to allow us to implement the launch of our new OpenEFSA portal. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Further information is available here. 



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 4th MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

25 February 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on March 4 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; PREV Unit: Csaba Szentes 
Others: 

Not Applicable 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. The participants introduced themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)4

The WG members discussed the new text in the opinion. The section on chemistry has been updated 
and extended. Particular attention was given to the updated text in the toxicity section including the 
new tables of data based on the identified critical studies and on BMD modelling using different 
BMRs. A series of updates and debates took place in regards of feed consumption, exposure 
assessment and uncertainty analysis. Tasks were distributed. 

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

17th of March at 14.00-18-00. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 Please be aware that EFSA’s Register of Questions is unavailable from 21 January until end of March. The temporary   

suspension of the tool is necessary to allow us to implement the launch of our new OpenEFSA portal. We apologise for the 
inconvenience. Further information is available here. 



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 3rd MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

18 January 2021 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 22 January 2021) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; PREV Unit: Csaba Szentes SCER 
Unit: Agnes Rortais 

 Others: 

Not Applicable 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. The participants introduced themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)

The WG members discussed the new text in the opinion. The section on chemistry has been updated 
and extended containing now also information on metabolism and description of bee feed. Particular 
attention was given to the updated text in the toxicity section. A series of updates to these sections 
were proposed and new tasks were allocated to the different WG members.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

To be determined. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 2nd MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

3 December 2020 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 11 December 2020) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi, Manfred Metzler
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; PREV Unit: Csaba Szentes 

 Others: 

Not Applicable 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. The participants introduced themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)

The WG members discussed the new text in the sections on interpretation of the terms of reference, 
chemistry and formation of HMF in bee feed, analytical methods, legislation, collection and appraisal 
of literature, toxicokinetics, toxicity, mode of action and occurrence. A series of updates to these 
sections were proposed and task were allocated to the different WG members.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

To be determined. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf



BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 │ www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD 
CHAIN/CONTAM 

MINUTES OF THE 1st MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON HMF IN 
HONEY BEES 

27 October 2020 - TELECONFERENCE   

(Agreed on 2nd November 2020) 

Participants 

 Working Group Members: 

Salomon Sand (chair), Aleš Gregorc, Fabio Sgolastra, Simone Tosi
 Hearing Experts1: 

Not applicable  

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Frans Verstraete 

 EFSA: BIOCONTAM Unit: Hans Steinkellner, Federico Cruciani; DATA Unit: Zsuzsanna Horvath, 
SCER Unit: Agnes Rortais; TS team: Marco Conterbia  

 Others: 

Not Applicable 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. The participants introduced themselves.  

2. Adoption of agenda 

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.  



2 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

Evaluation the risks for animal health related to the presence of hydroxymethylfurfural 
(HMF) in feed for honeybees (EFSA-Q-2020-00510)

The WG members were introduced to the functionalities of Microsoft team that is to be used as 
communication and work platform for this WG. Then the preparatory work done for this mandate 
already and the proposed timeline for delivery of outputs. This was followed by a presentation of the 
available occurrence data on HMF in bee feed. The experts then discussed the draft structure and 
content of the opinion. Tasks were allocated to the WG members.  

5. Any Other Business 

Not applicable.  

6.  Next meetings 

To be determined. 

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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