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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 9" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 28 September 2021
(Agreed on 4 October 2021)

Participants

m  Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Ordéfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari

Alessandra De Cesare

Enda Cummins

Maarten Nauta

Kari Ylivainio

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Maria Francesca Iulietto, Angel Ortiz Peldez.

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The draft agenda was adopted without changes at the beginning of the meeting. However, point 4
was amended by the chair adding the feedback from the thorough reading at the 148%™ plenary of the
BIOHAZ Panel. A final agenda has been produced to reflect the changes.
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence! and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management?, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and one additional interest
was declared.

For further details on the outcome of the screening of the Oral Declaration(s) of Interest at the
beginning of the meeting, please refer to Annex I.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 8t Working Group meeting held on 20
August 2021

The minutes of the 8" Working Group meeting held on 20 August 2021 were agreed by written
procedure on 27 August 20213,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products+

The conclusions were reviewed and amended. The working group went through the draft opinion and
reviewed the pending comments still unresolved. Minor comments were still pending in the protocol,
that were resolved during the meeting. The first draft of the summary and abstract were reviewed
and amended following the changes made to the conclusions and recommendations during the
meeting. The title of the scientific opinion was changed to reflect more accurately the new wording of
the term of reference and the kind of assessment conducted.

6. Any Other Business

Since this was the last WG meeting, the chair closed the meeting thanking the WG members for their
active participation and the contributions to the production of the scientific opinion. The secretariat,
on behalf of EFSA, also thanked the members for their willingness to participate in this initiative and
wished their involvement in future mandates.

7. Next meeting

This was the last meeting. No other meetings have been scheduled.

! http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401 .pdf
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Annex 1

Interests and actions resulting from the Oral Declaration of Interest done
at the beginning of the meeting

With regard to this meeting, Dr Avelino Alvarez Ordonez, declared the following interest:
Principal investigator of the project fully funded by the Spanish Ministry of Science.

Title: Assessment of neglected sources and routes of transmission of antimicrobial resistance along
the meat production chain and the environment beyond (MetaResistBugs2)

Abstract: Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) is considered one of the major societal challenges of the 21st
century. Around 700,000 deaths per year are globally associated with AMR in bacteria, and this figure
is predicted to increase to up to 10 million deaths per year by 2050. Although the relative contribution
of the food chain to the global burden of infections linked to AMR remains unknown, controlling the
emergence and spread of resistant bacteria and antimicrobial resistance genes (ARGs) in the food
chain is essential to reduce the occurrence of untreatable infections. The general objective of
MetaResistBugs?2 is to assess the importance of so far neglected sources and routes of transmission
of AMR throughout the meat production chain and the environment beyond. This general objective
will be achieved by addressing the following specific objectives: (i) to investigate whether a wide range
of food additives and organic compounds generated during food processing can induce the horizontal
transfer (HGT) of ARGs in laboratory media and food models; (ii) to characterize the microbial
communities, ARGs repertoire (resistome) and mobile genetic elements (MGEs) pool (mobilome)
prevailing in food processing environments (FPE) and end products of slaughterhouses and meat
processing industries through Next-Generation Sequencing (NGS) using long-read sequencing
technologies, which are better suited to increase the resolution of complex genomic regions in
metagenomes, allowing the location of ARGs within MGEs to be unravelled, and enabling host cell
taxonomic classification of both ARGs and MGEs; (iii) quantitatively estimate the risk that
carbapenem- and multidrug-resistant Acinetobacter spp. pose through the consumption of certain
meat products; (iv) and evaluate the relevance of drains and sewage collectors as neglected hotspots
of ARGs spread towards the environment, and design and test the efficacy of different drain
maintenance interventions aimed at reducing the load of resistant bacteria and ARGs and their HGT.
MetaResistBugs2 will use as starting point the most relevant findings obtained at MetaResistBugs,
funded by a previous call of the Spanish Ministry of Science, where the impact of sanitation and
processing technologies on the emergence and spread of AMR has been assessed, and the resources
and expertise gained in MASTER, a H2020-funded project where our research team is developing tools
based on the use of NGS technologies to map the environmental microbiome in food processing plants.
The proposed project is timely in its aim of providing new knowledge for effectively controlling bacteria
and reducing the risk of AMR spread along the food chain and will have significant impact in the
following areas: the improvement of the safety of meat and meat products; the provision of solutions
on processing and quality management to food business operators; an increased knowledge on
fundamental aspects of AMR transmission; and an enhanced professional reputation of the research
team and the institution. Overall, the project will ultimately lead to the development of knowledge-
based interventions aimed at reducing dispersal of multidrug resistant microorganisms in the meat
industry.

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence5 and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management®, and taking into account the specific matters discussed at the

5 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf
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meeting in question, the interest above was not deemed to represent a Conflict of Interest for the
expert concerned.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 8" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 20 August 2021
(Agreed on 27 August 2021)

Participants

m  Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Ordéfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:
Andy Hart

B European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Matjaz Klemencic (Directorate G, Unit G.2)

B EFSA:

BIOCONTAM Unit: Nikolaos Giannoulis, Maria Francesca lulietto, Winy Messens, Angel Ortiz
Peldez, Pietro Stella (morning session).

m Others:
BIOHAZ Panel: Kostas Koutsoumanis (chair)

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies were received from Paul Gale. The Chair informed
that one WG member, Paul Gale, resigned on 19 August 2021 from the WG and he will no longer
participate in the activities of the mandate.

2. Adoption of agenda

The draft agenda was adopted with changes at the beginning of the meeting. However, point 5 of the
agenda (the EKE) was extended after lunch until 4 pm and the time allocated to the last two items
was reduced.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 7t Working Group meeting held on 21
June 2021

The minutes of the 7" Working Group meeting held on 21 June 2021 were agreed by written procedure
on 25 June 20214,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products?®

The results of the individual EKE conducted by 8 members of the WG and EFSA staff during July and
part of August were summarised and presented by one WG member in charge of the preparation of
the exercise. The facilitator (the hearing expert) explained the methodology to reach consensus on
the elicited probabilities for the 52 data points (16 combinations of materials/processes). The
consensus was completed pending further verification for consistency. Then, the consolidation of the
results into conclusions and answer to the ToR was addressed for the first time, in the light of the

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401 .pdf
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results of the EKE. Finally, the draft opinion was reviewed section by section and a number of decisions
were made, among them, how the results of the EKE will be presented in the opinion.

6. Any Other Business

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 9" and last scheduled meeting will be a half-day web-meeting on Tuesday 28 September 14:00-
18:00h.



.k‘\x-\x

. aefsam

European Food Safety Authority

BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 7" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 21 June 2021
(Agreed on 25 June 2021)

Participants

m  Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Ordéfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts?:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Not Applicable

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Maria Francesca Iulietto, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

m Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with no changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 6t Working Group meeting held on 27
May 2021

The minutes of the 6™ Working Group meeting held on 27 May 2021 were agreed by written procedure
on 2 June 20214,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

The following points were discussed during the meeting: the integration of the evidence and
uncertainty analysis will be conducted via an expert knowledge elicitation (EKE) exercise, led by a
working group member. The EKE was presented and a short training delivered to the working group.
The protocol was considered nearly finalized pending minor changes that were agreed during the
meeting. Finally, the draft opinion was reviewed section by section and a number of decisions were
made about the presentation of the data, the structure and content of various sections, and how the
results of the EKE will be integrated with the summary of the inactivation data.

6. Any Other Business

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401 .pdf
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The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 8™ meeting will be a full day web-meeting on Friday 20 August 2021. The Secretariat informed
that, following the results of the doodle poll, the date of the 9t" meeting has now been fixed: half-day
web-meeting, on Tuesday 28 September 2021, 14:00-18:00.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 6" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 27 May 2021
(Agreed on 2 June 2021)

Participants

m  Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Ordéfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Not Applicable

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Maria Francesca Iulietto, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

B Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with no changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 5t Working Group meeting held on 25
March 2021

The minutes of the 5% Working Group meeting held on 25 March 2021 were agreed by written
procedure on 30 March 20214,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

The following points were discussed during the meeting: the review of the agreed tasks in the previous
meeting, feedback from the plenary of the BIOHAZ Panel, the review of the thermal and chemical
inactivation data of the indicator pathogens extracted so far from the literature; Standard processing
methods; the discussion of the protocol, integration of knowledge and uncertainty analysis. Finally,
the draft scientific opinion was reviewed, and a number of decisions were made about the layout and
contents.

6. Any Other Business

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401 .pdf
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7. Next meeting

The 7t meeting, an unscheduled extra meeting, will be full a half-day web-meeting on Monday 21
June 2021. The 8™ meeting will take place on Friday 20 August 2021, as a full web-meeting. The
Secretariat will circulate a doodle poll to fix the data of the 9th meeting, which will be scheduled during
the week commencing 27 September 2021.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 5t MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 25 March 2021
(Agreed on 30 March 2021)

Participants

® Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Orddfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Not Applicable

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Katrin Bote, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

m Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with no changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management?, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 4" Working Group meeting held on 17
February 2021

The minutes of the 4™ Working Group meeting held on 17 February 2021 were agreed by written
procedure on 23 February 20214,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

The following points were discussed during the meeting: the review of the hazard identification for
viruses; the thermal and chemical inactivation of indicator pathogens using data extracted from the
literature; the standard processing methods of the groups for which the legislation does not provide
specific parameters; the integration of knowledge in order to answer the ToR, the draft protocol and
uncertainty analysis. The draft opinion was reviewed, and some other actions and deadlines were
agreed.

6. Any Other Business

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401.pdf

5 Please be aware that EFSA’s Register of Questions is unavailable from 21 January 2021 until 31 March 2021. The temporary
suspension of the tool is necessary to allow us to implement the launch of our new OpenEFSA portal. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Further information is available here
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fregister-of-questions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C195203dce58543e6d69108d8c366fe72%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637474194403102478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sUASP2AnFLLWjDDXNoTlUtLurLGCH6UT1r949YRhM58%3D&reserved=0

*“
*
*
¥

?efsa m

European Food Safety Authority

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 6 meetings will be full a day web-meeting on Thursday 27 May 2021. Depending on the work
progress and the need, the chair may consider calling an extra short meeting of a sub-WG to discuss
inactivation data extraction at the end of April.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 4t" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 17 February 2021
(Agreed on 23 February 2021)

Participants

® Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Orddfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Not Applicable

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Katrin Bote, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

m Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with no changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management?, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 3" Working Group meeting held on 17
December 2020

The minutes of the 3™ Working Group meeting held on 17 December 2020 were agreed by written
procedure on 21 December 20204,

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

The Chair explained the working group that, following the exchange of correspondence between EFSA
and the EC, finally on 25 January 2021 the final scope of the risk assessment and the list of materials
were agreed. The WG discussed how to address the new wording of the ToR and made decisions about
the hazard identification, the retrieval of information from literature, the protocol including the
assessment questions and the state of the draft opinion. Some other actions and deadlines were
agreed.

6. Any Other Business

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401.pdf

5 Please be aware that EFSA’s Register of Questions is unavailable from 21 January 2021 until mid-February. The temporary
suspension of the tool is necessary to allow us to implement the launch of our new OpenEFSA portal. We apologise for the
inconvenience. Further information is available here
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.efsa.europa.eu%2Fen%2Fregister-of-questions&data=04%7C01%7C%7C195203dce58543e6d69108d8c366fe72%7C406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b%7C1%7C0%7C637474194403102478%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=sUASP2AnFLLWjDDXNoTlUtLurLGCH6UT1r949YRhM58%3D&reserved=0

*‘k-
*
*
x

~*efsa m

European Food Safety Authority

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 5% and 6" meetings will be full day web-meetings in the second half of March of 2021 and in the
second half of May 2021, respectively. The secretariat will circulate doodle polls to fix the dates.
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 3 MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 17 December 2020
(Agreed on 21 December 2020)

Participants

B Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Orddfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
B Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Matjaz Klemencic (DG-SANTE G.2) (for point 4 of the final agenda).

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Katrin Bote, Angel Ortiz Pelaez, Pietro Stella (for point 4 of the final agenda).

B Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
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Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with one change. Due to the presence of the EC for discussion of the ToR, point 5
"Clarification of term of reference: letter to the EC" became point 4, and point 4 "Review actions previous
meeting" became point 5.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management?, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 2"Y Working Group meeting held on 5-6
November 2020

The minutes of the 2" Working Group meeting held on 5-6 November 2020 were agreed by written
procedure on 13 November 20204

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

Following the participation of the EC in the meeting, the WG discussed again the list of materials and
the scope of the risk assessment. The EC agreed to send a written reply to the letter sent by EFSA on
18 November seeking clarification on the list of materials and scope of the risk assessment. The WG
reviewed the pilot study for the literature review of hazard identification and discussed options to
move forward while waiting for clarification by the EC. It was agreed to conduct the literature review
for the reaming groups of materials. Some other actions and deadlines were agreed.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-g-2020-

00401.pdf
5
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6. Any Other Business

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 4™ meeting will be a full day web-meeting the second or third week of February 2021. If no
progress is made by mid-January, the meeting may be reduced to a four-hour web-meeting. The
secretariat will circulate a doodle poll to fix the date.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 2" MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 5-6 November 2020
(Agreed on 13 November 2020)

Participants

® Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Orddfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Matjaz Klemencic (DG-SANTE G.2) (por point X of the final agenda)

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Katrin Bote, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

m Others:
Not Applicable

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes. Two new points were included in day 1: ‘Preparation
clarification ToR’ and ‘Clarification of ToR with the EC’. Point 8 of the draft agenda ‘Production of
OF/SI with selected matrices and use’ was deleted.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management®, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 1st Working Group meeting held on 8
September 2020

The minutes of the 15t Working Group meeting held on 8 September 2020 were agreed by written
procedure on 14 September 2020%.

5. Scientific topic for discussion

5.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products®

Following the participation of the EC in the meeting, the WG prepared a set of questions to clarify the
ToR. After the discussion with the EC and the agreement of list of materials and the scope of the risk
assessment, the WG assessed various options for conducting the hazard identification, reaching a
decision conducting a pilot with three of the nine groups. The WG also discussed the standards and
methods to declare end points for the matrices included the mandate and the potential outcome of
the opinion, depending on the definition of risk and how this could be estimated. Finally, the draft
opinion was reviewed, and some actions and deadlines were agreed.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf

4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/biological-hazards/wg-organic-fertilisers-endpoint-efsa-q-2020-
00401.pdf

5
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6. Any Other Business

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

7. Next meeting

The 3™ meeting will be a half-day web meeting on 17 December 2020. The date of the fourth meeting
will be agreed during the next meeting.
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BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS AND CONTAMINANTS UNIT

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS
BIOCONTAM UNIT

MINUTES OF THE 15t MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON “the
request for a scientific opinion on the capacity of certain specific
processing and transformation methods of animal by-products used in
the production of organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of
determining the endpoints in the manufacturing chain of certain derived
products”

WEB-conference meeting, 8 September 2020

(Agreed on 14 September 2020)

Participants

® Working Group Members:

Avelino Alvarez Orddfiez (Chair)
Benedetta Bottari
Alessandra De Cesare
Enda Cummins
Paul Gale
Maarten Nauta
Kari Ylivainio
® Hearing Experts!:

Not Applicable

B  European Commission and/or Member States representatives:
Not Applicable

B EFSA:
BIOCONTAM Unit: Katrin Bote, Angel Ortiz Pelaez.

TRANSFORMATION SERVICES (TS): Francesca Generali, Marco Conterbia, both for point 6 of the
agenda

! As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf.

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A - 43126 Parma, Italy
Tel. +39 0521 036 111 | www.efsa.europa.eu
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B Others:
Not Applicable

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence? and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Competing Interest Management®, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the
Working Group members invited to the present meeting.

Oral Declaration(s) of Interest were asked at the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest
was declared.

4. Scientific topic for discussion

4.1. Scientific Opinion on the on the capacity of certain specific processing and
transformation methods of animal by-products used in the production of
organic fertilisers and soil improvers in view of determining the endpoints in
the manufacturing chain of certain derived products*

After introductory presentations, the chair led the discussion of the background of the mandate and
the term of reference. A request for clarification to the EC was agreed on the scope of the risk
assessment and whether the use of the organic fertilisers and soil improvers should be considered. A
brainstorming session about the approaches and methodology to address the ToR continued, and the
potentially useful data to have were listed. General topics of the approach included the hazard
identification, the processing methods, the definition of risk and level of tolerance, among others were
brought into discussion. A humber of actions were agreed to start the population of the draft opinion.

5. Any Other Business

The Chair thanked the participants and closed the meeting.

6. Next meeting

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/policy independence.pdf

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate publications/files/competing interest management 17.pdf
4
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It was agreed to have the 2" meeting as a full-day web meeting during the first week of November
2020 and the 3™ meeting as a half-day web meeting during the second week of December 2020.
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