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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 

Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 

declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.  

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

The meeting concerned ToR 4 of the mandate. 

 

1. Group discussion of the assessment of prohibitions of movements of germinal 
products 

The probability ranges of the individual assessment of the prohibitions of movements of germinal 

products listed in Annex VI were graphically displayed, and the experts discussed the reasoning for 

their individual assessments. After this exchange, they were able to change or confirm their 

individual answers. The reasoning points related to a possible change of answer were recorded. The 

final outcome of the group discussion was the median of the updated individual probability ranges 

for a given question/ disease agent combination. The presentation of the results in the scientific 

opinion was agreed, and the results section covering the assessment of the prohibitions of 

movements of germinal products was drafted and revised. Further, the experts agreed the 

conclusions and recommendations related to the assessment of the prohibitions of movements of 

germinal products. 

 

2. Distribution of tasks  

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members. 

5. Next meeting(s) 

No further meetings are scheduled. 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

The meeting concerned ToR 4 of the mandate.

1. Group discussion of the assessment of prohibitions of movements of products of 
animal origin or of non-animal origin

The probability ranges of the individual assessment of the prohibitions of movements of products of 
animal origin or of non-animal origin listed in Annex VI were graphically displayed, and the experts 
discussed the reasoning for their individual assessments. After this exchange, they were able to 
change or confirm their individual answers. The reasoning points related to a possible change of 
answer were recorded. The final outcome of the group discussion was the median of the updated 
individual probability ranges for a given question/ disease agent combination. The presentation of 
the results in the scientific opinion was agreed, and the outline of the results section covering the 
assessment of the prohibitions of animal movements was developed. Further, the experts agreed 
the conclusions and recommendations related to the assessment of the prohibitions of movements
of products.

2. Agreement of structure/content of the evidence dossiers for assessment of 
prohibitions of movements of germinal products

The experts provided feedback on the proposed structure and content of the evidence dossiers for 
assessment of prohibitions of germinal products. Evidence to be included in the dossiers and its 
presentation in graphs and tables were agreed.

3. Distribution of tasks 

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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The next meeting is scheduled for 19-21 April 2022.
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

The meeting concerned ToR 4 of the mandate.

1. Group discussion of the assessment of prohibitions of animal movements 

The probability ranges of the individual assessment of the prohibitions of animal movements in 
Annex VI were graphically displayed, and the experts discussed the reasoning for their individual 
assessments. After this exchange, they were able to change or confirm their individual answers. The 
reasoning points related to a possible change of answer were recorded. The final outcome of the 
group discussion was the median of the updated individual probability ranges for a given question/ 
disease agent combination. The presentation of the group discussion outcome in the scientific 
opinion was agreed, and the outline of the results section covering the assessment of the 
prohibitions of animal movements was developed.

2. Agreement of structure/content of the evidence dossiers for assessment of 
prohibitions of products of animal origin and non-animal origin

The experts provided feedback on the proposed structure and content of the evidence dossiers for 
assessment of prohibitions of products of animal origin and non-animal origin. Evidence to be 
included in the dossiers and its presentation in graphs and tables were agreed.

3. Review of draft opinion section on assessment of risk mitigation treatments

The draft section reporting the outcome of the assessment of risk mitigation treatments listed in 
Annexes VII and VIII was discussed. Points for further improvement were identified.

4. Review of draft opinion section on assessment of prohibitions of animal 
movements

The draft section reporting the outcome of the assessment of prohibitions of animal movements 
listed in Annex VI was discussed. Points for further improvement were identified.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Distribution of tasks 

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting is scheduled for 31 March 2022.
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1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

ToR4: Group discussion of the assessment of risk mitigation treatments

The probability ranges of the individual assessment of the risk mitigation treatments in Annexes VII 
and VIII were graphically displayed, and the experts discussed the reasoning for their individual 
assessments. After this exchange, they were able to change or confirm their individual answers. The 
reasoning points related to a possible change of answer were recorded. The final outcome of the 
group discussion was the median of the updated individual probability ranges for a given question/ 
disease agent combination. The presentation of the group discussion outcome in the scientific 
opinion was agreed, and the outline of the results section covering the assessment of the risk 
mitigation treatments was developed.

Distribution of tasks and open discussion about future work

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting is scheduled for 28 February 2022.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

ToR4: Discussion of draft assessment protocol

The WG discussed and revised the draft protocol defining the assessment questions, evidence 
collection methods and the expert judgment procedure that shall be used for assessing the 
prohibitions and treatments of Annexes VI, VII and VIII of the Delegated Regulation. Further, it was 
discussed how the evidence should be presented in the evidence dossiers for the expert judgment.

Distribution of tasks and open discussion about future work

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting is scheduled for 14 February 2022.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

ToR4: Discussion of draft questions, dossiers and template

The WG discussed the suggested risk questions that shall be used for assessing the 
prohibitions related to movements and gatherings of animals and movement and collection 
of germinal products in restricted zones in Annex VI. Further, it was discussed what 
information should be included in the dossiers. A draft opinion template was presented and 
the options for the outcome publication were discussed. Finally, the experts discussed the 
judgement process for assessing the prohibitions.

Distribution of tasks and open discussion about future work

Tasks were agreed and distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

The date of the next meeting will be agreed by email.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Working Group Members:2

Helen Roberts (chair)

Paolo Pasquali

Julio Alvarez
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

There were no absences.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes: The discussion on the Uncertainty Analysis for CCPP was 
moved after lunch break.  

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

Discussion on the comments received for CCPP Opinion

The WG members went through all the comments of the CCPP Opinion and discussed them one by 
one. The text has been modified to better address the comments and the following elements have 
been clarified:

Clinical signs in goats may raise the suspicion of CCPP in establishment with clinical signs 
compatible to CCPP and mortalities where unilateral pleuropneumonia observed at necropsy without 
any other lesions and no other mycoplasma species are isolated (taken into consideration that Mmc 
and Mcc grow easily)

As regards the mixed flocks with sheep and goats, clinical examination and sampling should focus 
on goats not sheep. 

Sampling lungs without lesions to be tested with PCR will not add any value and there are no data 
in the literature.

Regarding the movements in pastures within the surveillance zone the WG concluded that they 
should be allowed after the initial, clinical examination, and sampling of the establishments in the 
protection zone. 

Discussion on Uncertainty Analysis of CCPP Opinion

The results of the uncertainty analysis and the judgments of the experts were presented during the 
meeting and consensus among experts has been reached after discussion. The monitoring period for
the index case in a region where the awareness is low is decided to be extended up to 6 months given 
that the initial clinical signs will lead to antimicrobial treatment and maybe months will pass until the
suspicion of CCPP will be raised. 

Discussion on the comments received for CBPP Opinion

The WG members went through all the comments of the CBPP Opinion and discussed them one by 
one. The text has been modified to better address the comments. 

5. Tasks distribution

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members:

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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1) Simon will review the documents of CBPP and CCPP Opinions to check for inconsistencies in 
different scenarios and with conclusions and recommendations, by Sunday 5th of December.

2)Julio will finalise and add the uncertainty analysis in the document of CCPP Opinion, by Sunday
5th of December

3)The WG members will review the Opinions especially the parts with the comments by Friday 3rd
December

2) Helen will add the conclusions and recommendations of the CCPP Opinion by Thursday 2nd 
December

Timeline

Draft Opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st review 8 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov 

Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 6 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December
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http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest f illed out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identif ied during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

ToR4: Description and structuring of workload

The work to be done on ToR4 was defined and presented. The WG discussed the work the 
contractors had done so far and how the workloadshould be structured. The information that will 
be used for the assessment will come mainly from the opinions already published for ToR1-3 and 
the contractors work (ELS done by P95 and Covetlab). The WG suggested to invite a virologist to 
participate at the following meetings, as expertise in this f ield will be needed for the assessment. 
Further, it was discussed how the output should look like and in how many opinions this work 
should be presented. The questions that will be prepared for the experts for reassessing the tables 
were defined and the uncertainty ranges discussed. It was agreed that for the assessment of the 
questions, no derogation scenarios (and therefore testing strategies etc.) should be considered, 
as this is already covered in the previous opinions of Cat. A disease control measures. 

Distribution of tasks and open discussion about future work

The tasks were distributed between the WG members.

5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting is planned for 6th December (9:00-13:00).

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Participants

Working Group Members:2

Helen Roberts

Paolo Pasquali

Paolo Calistri

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

The draft opinion was reviewed and pending points discussed and agreed.

5. Task distribution

WG experts are asked to review the draft opinion.

6. Timeline

24 Nov 2021 First reading at AHAW Plenary

2 Dec 2021 Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

15 Dec 2021 adoption at Plenary meeting
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

1 As defined in Article 15 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/expertselection.pdf
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The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Review of draft opinion4

The experts discussed the draft assessment sections based on the scientific evidence collated. 
Improvements of the text were agreed, and the uncertainty of the main assessment conclusions was 
qualitatively assessed and reported in the draft opinion.

4.2. Tasks and deadlines

The tasks that need to be carried out before submitting the draft opinion to the AHAW Panel and 
their respective deadlines were agreed.

5. Next meeting(s)

No further meetings on Rinderpest are planned.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00805
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2

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies for absence were sent.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

ependence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Glanders: Discussion of Scientific Opinion

The WG discussed the work and changes done so far on the scientific opinion. 

Section 2 was finalized and renamed as Epidemiological and clinical characteristics of Glanders
to cover all the discussed topics in this section.

Scenario 1 of ToR1 was reshaped and the role of the national reference laboratories in the 
confirmation process of a Glanders suspicion was discussed. Also, scenario 2 will be reshaped,
focussing on sampling procedures. The WG agreed that no derogation from killing of confirmed 
Glanders cases should be recommended (scenario 3), but for negative contact animals a sampling 
scheme should be recommended if kept alive. For scenario 5, only wild horses, wild donkeys and 
wild species of the genus Caprae could be of importance as wild species in the EU in case of an 
outbreak and passive surveillance of those species in the surrounding of an affected establishment 
was agreed to be sufficient. The WG agreed to delete all the scenarios related to the protection 
and surveillance zone, as these are not applicable for Glanders, and to add a sentence in the 
introduction as explanation referring to ToR3.

For the assessment of the length of the monitoring period (ToR2), a paragraph will be added 
explaining that based on expert opinions the period in place is being considered as sufficient. It 
has been confirmed from the FLI, too, that there is a lack of data regarding the time of 
seroconversion, so also no evidence is available for reducing this period. 

The WG discussed and agreed on recommending to keep the minimum radius of restricted zones
(ToR3) at establishment level. A paragraph with the arguments supporting this decision will be 
added.

4.2. Task distribution

The tasks were distributed between the WG members and as deadline for finalization of the SO 
the 8th November was agreed.

                                      
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Next meeting(s)

This was the last meeting planned for Glanders. Remaining questions will be solved via Email.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

There were no absences.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

                                      
1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

Discussion on Uncertainty Analysis of CBPP Opinion

The results of the uncertainty analysis and the judgments of the experts were presented and 
discussed during the meeting. 

Discussion on Conclusions and Recommendation of CBPP Opinion

The conclusions and the recommendations were reviewed and agreed by the WG members. 
A discussion took place for the 3rd Scenario of ToR1 about to add the option of vaccination 
for the animals of the affected establishment where derogation of killing is decided.  A 
sentence will be added in the Opinion highlighted just to give this perspective in case 
emergency vaccination of CBPP is decided. 

Discussion on CCPP Opinion

The WG members went through all the scenarios of the CCPP Opinion and discussed the 
comments and main concerns in each one.

5. Tasks distribution

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members:

1) To review the CBPP Opinion and amend the conclusions and recommendations accordigly if 
necessary, by Tuesday 2nd of November.

2)The WG members will complete and amend the Scenarios that they have been assigned for CCPP 
Opinion based on the discussion and the results of the this WG meeting by Thursday 4th of 
November.

2) The WG members will read and review all the conclusions and the recommendations for all the 
scenarios of the CCPP Opinion by Thursday 4th of November.

Timeline

                                      
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Draft Opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st review 8 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov 

Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December

6. Next meeting

The next meetings haven been scheduled and agreed as in timeline above.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

There were no absences.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

                                      
1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

Discussion on CCPP Opinion

The WG members went through all the scenarios of the CCPP Opinion and discussed the comments
and main concerns in each one.

5. Tasks distribution

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members with the commitment to finish them by
Friday 25th of October 2021:

1) The WG members will complete and amend the Scenarios that they have been assigned for CCPP 
Opinion based on the discussion and the results of the this WG meeting.

2) The WG members will read and review all the conclusions and the recommendations for all the 
scenarios of the CBPP Opinion. 

Timeline

WG meeting      29 October

Draft Opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st review 8 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov 

Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December

                                      
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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6. Next meeting

The next meetings haven been scheduled and agreed as in timeline above.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

There were no absences.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes. 
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3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

The WG discussed on the limitations of the available laboratory methods that affects the sampling 
procedures 

4.1. Discussion on CBPP Opinion

ToR1 sampling scenarios

The comments and proposals for improvements have been discussed for all the scenarios of ToR1.

  Uncertainty Analysis 

The methodology to quantify uncertainty on our conclusions for the ToR2 and ToR3 has been 
presented by Julio Alvarez. The WG members will be requested to provide the level of the uncertainty 
in the conclusions together with the justification of their judgment. 

4.2. Discussion on CCPP Opinion

The main epidemiological differences with CBPP and how they will affect the assessment of the 
different scenarios was discussed: i) CCPP agent is very close to the mycoplasmas that very often 
circulate and cause respiratory diseases in Europe, ii) cultivation of Mccp is more difficult, iii) CCPP 
can affect the wildlife. 

5. Tasks distribution

It was clarified that both Opinions on CBPP and CCPP should be ready to be submitted for deep 
reviewing to the Panel on 8th of November. There is no option for any extension of the deadline of
the adoption on 15-16 December.

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members with the commitment to finish them by
Friday 25th of October 2021:

1) The WG members will complete amend the Scenarios that they have been assigned for CBPP,
Opinion based on the discussion and the results of the this WG meeting.

2) The WG members will draft the conclusions and the recommendations for the scenarios of the 
CBPP Opinion that they have been assigned for. 

3) The WG members will work also on the scenarios for the CCPP Opinion and will draft the 
conclusions and recommendations. 

                                      
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Timeline

WG meeting 25 October 

WG meeting      29 October

Draft Opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st review 8 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov 

Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December

6. Next meeting

The next meetings haven been scheduled and agreed as in timeline above.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies for absence were sent from Simon Gubbins.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

In accordance with 2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Glanders: Discussion of Scientific Opinion

The WG discussed the work done so far on the scientific opinion. 

They went through the comments and changes made in the section on Epidemiology and 
geographical distribution. The WG pointed out a supply shortfall regarding the diagnostic tests, as 
there is a recently upcoming problem in the availability of the laboratory material needed to 
perform the test of choice for serological Glanders diagnosis (CFT) recommended from the OIE. 
Also, mallein for performing the mallein test is critical because of animal welfare issues and poor 
availability in Europe.

In the section about Data and Methodologies a paragraph about the lack of data for ToR1 has 
been written from Simon and will be reviewed by the WG. For the uncertainty, a decision will be 
made based on Julio

The scenarios of the assessment of ToR1 were discussed and changes were applied. All animals 
of an establishment should be tested in case of a suspected case. Because of the seriousness of 
this disease with a significantly high fatality rate in humans, the WG agreed that infected animals 
should not be kept alive, so treatment should not be recommended. For non-listed species, the 
WG noted the lack of data to assess the epidemiological role of carnivores. Passive surveillance 
should be recommended for them in case of an outbreak, the same for wild listed species. As the 
protection and surveillance zone for Glanders has been agreed to be the establishment, scenarios 
referring to both zones are not applicable for Glanders.

For the assessment of the monitoring period, there was only one scientific article with outbreak 
data available. More data about seroconversion in animals will be asked for from the contractor 
and experts from the FLI laboratory.

4.2. Task distribution

The tasks were distributed between the WG members. 

                                      
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Next meeting(s)

A proposal for the next meeting to be held beginning of November for finalizing the opinion will be 
shared via email.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

There were no abcences.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

                                      
1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

The WG discussed on the limitations of the available laboratory methods that affects the sampling 
procedures.

4.1. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

A discussion was held in terms of how to tackle ToR 1. A larger emphasis was placed on scenario 1
and scenario 2, as the results from these scenarios will be used for other scenarios. A decision tree 
will be drafted on the laboratory tests for the different possible cases under the scenario of a 
suspicion.

More justification for the selection of each laboratory test is needed to be added. The WG discussed 
on the limitations of the available laboratory methods that affect the sampling procedures and do not 
allow to reach 95% confidence of detecting or ruling out the CBPP in main scenarios. The long 
incubation period and the lack of laboratory test to detect the CBPP during this period complicates 
the sampling plan. 

WG proposed that the development of a protection zone lasting for 3 months around an affected 
establishment is necessary for the better control of the CBPP. 

4.2. Discussion on ToR 2 Monitoring Period

There was not enough time to discuss about the monitoring period but in any case, the drafting of 
this part of the Opinion has been completed and it was decided to be reviewed by the members of 
the WG. Comments and amendments proposed will be applied and resolved by written procedures. 

The fact that the incubation period might be as long as six months, drives the WG to propose a 
monitoring period of 3 months, longer than the one proposed in Implementing Regulation. This 
monitoring period of 3 months is going to be taken under consideration for all the relevant scenarios. 

5. Tasks distribution

It was clarified that both Opinions on CBPP and CCPP should be ready to be submitted for deep 
reviewing to the Panel on 8th of November. There is no option for any extension of the deadline of
the adoption on 15-16 December.

                                      
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members with the commitment to finish them by Friday 
1st of October 2021:

1) The WG members will complete and amend the Scenarios that they have been assigned for CBPP 
Opinion based on the discussion and the results of the this WG meeting.

2) The WG members will review the ToR 2 on the Monitoring period. Comments and amendments 
proposed will be applied and resolved by written procedures 9exchange of emails)

3) The WG members will work also on the same scenarios for the CCPP Opinion

Timeline

WG meeting 8 October 

WG meeting      29 October

Draft Opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st review 8 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov 

Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December

6. Next meeting

The next meetings haven been scheduled and agreed as in timeline above.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE NEWCASTLE DISEASE MEETING OF THE WORKING 
GROUP ON CONTROL MEASURES FOR CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 03rd September 2021

(Agreed on 09th September 2021)

Participants

Working Group Members:

Helen Roberts (Chair)

Arvo Viltrop

Jan Arend Stegeman

Julio Álvarez Sánchez

Simon Gubbins

Hearing Experts1:

Not Applicable 

European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Not Applicable

From EFSA ALPHA Unit:

Inma Aznar

Verena Oswaldi

                                      
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 



2

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. Apologies for absence were sent from Karl Stahl.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Newcastle Disease: Discussion of uncertainty analysis

The WG discussed the outcomes from the uncertainty assessment of ToR1-3, presented from 
Julio, and agreed on the respective uncertainty values.

The open comments and questions in the SO were discussed and cleared.

4.2. Task distribution

The open tasks for finalizing the opinion were distributed, the SO should be ready for submitting 
to deep reviewing by 10th September.

5. Next meeting(s)

This was the last WG meeting for Newcastle disease, open questions will be discussed via mail.

                                      
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Glanders: Discussion of Scientific Opinion draft

The WG discussed the deliverables from the contractors, agreed for reviewing it and upcoming 
difficulties like the lack of data for challenge studies and possible solutions were pointed out. 

Because of the small average size of potentially affected holdings and the lack of data, the WG 
agreed that no mathematical model for Glanders is necessary and feasible. Sampling all animals 
of an establishment in case of suspicion was agreed on as the best option.

The WG discussed the different scenarios of the assessment of sampling procedures (ToR1).

4.2. Task distribution

The tasks were distributed between the WG members. 

5. Next meeting(s)

A proposal for the next meeting to be held in relation to Glanders and a timeline for finalizing the 
opinion will be shared via email.

                                      
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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TELE-conference, 01 September 2021

(Agreed on 06 September 2021)1
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Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Kris De Clercq

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

EC: 

Cristina Massot

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf

Paolo Calistri
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

The comments received by EC were addressed, i.e. specifying for each sampling scenario, 
where all animals should be sampled, if a sample-based approach can be used and b) specifying that, 
in case suspicion is raised, that the first scenario is applied.

All scenarios were revised, and it was specified where clinical check or  also laboratory testing 
was needed and if for which proportion of animals.

The issue about validation of commercial ELISA kit for SPP/GTP was discussed, Kris to confirm.

4.2. Discussion on ToR2, monitoring period

No major comments for the assessment related to ToR 2.

It was specified that the estimation of length of monitoring period may be affected by some 
degree of uncertainty, since it was estimated only by the evidence from primary outbreak from Greece 
and Bulgaria.

4.3. ToR3 

No major comments for the assessment related to ToR 3.

5. Timeline

8 September Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

22-23 September adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

This was the last meeting for this work on SPP/GTP.
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. ToR1 - sampling scenarios

The compiled sampling scenarios were discussed and notes added for their finalisation:

To consider adding a general consideration about safe movement of animals in case of VBD;

Application of biosecurity should be in place for every type of animal movement under 
derogation in case of RVF outbreak (and any other disease) 

For scenario 18th: to differentiate whether it is dealt with animal movements from PZ to SZ or 
viceversa (Paolo P.);

21st scenario: to be connected to the one dealing with on vector activity monitoring in 
movement derogation (Paolo P.).

4.2. ToR2 - length monitoring period

The section on the assessment of the length of the monitoring period for RVF in the seven 
foreseen scenarios was revised and endorsed without major comments by the WG.

4.3. ToR3 - minimum radius and time periods of the protection and 
surveillance zones

A note should be added to explain the choice of using data from Tanzania as well as to explain the 
two exponential kernels constructed based on the mean dispersal distance of mosquito vectors .

An explanation about the difference with the outputs obtained with the methodology used in previous 
RVF opinion was added and endorsed by the WG.

4.4. Uncertainty sources

The sources of uncertainty were indicated, i.e. the ones dealing with model choice, the different 
situation of vector population  and host susceptibility in different European contexts.

5. Task distribution

WG experts are asked to review the draft opinion by 5th October, after cleaning from track 
changes (EFSA staff);

Paolo Pasquali to develop the two points indicated above under 4.1, by 30th  September.

6. Timeline

10 Oct 2021 First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

8 Nov WG meeting

24 Nov 2021 First reading at AHAW Plenary

2 Dec 2021 Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

15 Dec 2021 adoption at Plenary meeting
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. NCD: Discussion on the feed-back provided by Panel Members at the 
June 2021 Panel Meeting

The feed-back provided by Panel Members at the latest panel meeting was presented to the group,
and the different ToRs were discussed in relation to: 

ToR1: the WG agreed to add one scenario to be modelled for vaccinated flocks,where a medium 
mortality rate is considered (apart from the zero and low mortality scenarios). The rest of the 
parameters used in the model were considered appropriate by Panel Members. The WG agrees to 
review scenario 1 after the results from the modelling of the added scenario are available. All 
other scenarios will be finalised accordingly. A discussion on how to address some of the other 
scenarios took place, with particular emphasis on some of the most controversial scenarios. The 
type of sampling to be carried out in the surveillance zone was discussed. As for other diseases,
the WG considered that random sampling of the flocks in the surveillance zone might not be the 
best alternative. This will be clarified in the opinion.

ToR 2: the WG agrees with the panel in including the results from one of the reviewed articles in 
the main table. No changes are needed in this section.

ToR 3: the panel members agree with WG members that using existing HPAI kernels would be a 
good compromise as there are no available kernels for NCD-

4.2. Task distribution

The opinion will be finalised by the 27th of July, and it will be then shared with Panel Members 
for a deep reviewing. The comments received will be addressed during the last week of August 
and first week of September. The opinion will be shared once more with Panel members on the 
10th of September for potential adoption at the September Panel Meeting.

                                    
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Next meeting(s)

A proposal for the next meeting to be held in relation to Glanders will be shared with the sub-group 
of experts that will be part of this specific opinion.
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2

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on work planning

The similarities and deviations between the CBPP and CCPP were broadly discussed to investigate the 
best way to work in parallel with both the Opinions. It seems that the methodological approach of 
the ToRs for CBPP and CCPP Opinions will be similar for many of the scenarios. It was decided to 
start with CBPP Opinion and for each scenario to check if the same approach is also applicable to 
CCPP Opinion. 

4.2. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

A discussion was held in terms of how to tackle ToR 1. A larger emphasis was placed on scenario 1
and scenario 2, as the results from these scenarios will be used for other scenarios. More specifically,
the discussion was focused on: i) the utility of clinical examination to trigger the suspicion of CBPP, 
ii) the effectiveness of post-mortem inspection in slaughterhouses, iii) the available laboratory tests
to be used (C-ELISA, CFT and PCR methods) according to the purpose e.g confirmation, prevalence 
different tests are used. 

4.3. Discussion on ToR 2 Monitoring Period

The results from the Contractor on literature review were not available to be discussed. The fact that 
the incubation period might be as long as six months, may lead to a prolonged monitoring period, 
longer than the one proposed by Implementing Regulation. 

4.4. Discussion on ToR 3 kernels

Kernels on CBPP and CCPP do not exist and cannot be developed because of lack of data and therefore 
the assessment of the radius of the surveillance zone will be very difficult.

4.5. Discussion on the output of the literature review on Seroconversion

The bibliography on this topic is limited. It was highlighted that the laboratory method used, and the 
accreditation of the lab may have a high impact on the results. 

4.6. Discussion on the outputs of the Contractor on CCPP

The WG commented and proposed some amendments on the documents of the Disease Card and the 
Monitoring period. 

4.7. Tasks distribution

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members with the commitment to finish them by 15 of 
August 2021.

Timeline

WG meeting September (1-12)

WG meeting October (4-17)

First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st 
review 

5 November

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November

WG meeting 29 Nov -3 Dec
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Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December

Comments by Panel to be received by 12 December

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December

5. Next meeting

The next meeting will be scheduled early September.
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

The model for within herd dynamics of RVF was discussed. Comments were raised about difference of 
vector species (Clex vs Aedes); host species (small vs. large ruminants); impact of herd size (e.g. 
small cattle herd in Eastern Europe).

The low prevalence values were discussed, justified by the fact that following introduction to the herd, 
the virus usually needs to complete at least one transmission cycle before an appreciable number of 
animals become infected.

The sampling scenarios were discussed and notes added for their compilation.

4.2. ToR2, monitoring period

The section has been compiled, assessment of the 7 scenarios should be drafted.

4.3. ToR3 

The assumption about using outbreak from Tanzania and dispersal distances for mosquitoes was 
discussed. A note should be added to explain that choice. Also the model choice as possible source of 
uncertainty can be discussed in the uncertainty section

The difference with the outputs obtained with the methodology used in previous RVF opinion should 
be discussed if requested by the Panel.

5. Task distribution

The main tasks are about compilation of sampling scenarios

What Who By when

Section 4.1.1: Assessment of 
sampling procedures in the 
event of suspicion or 
confirmation of RVF 

Paolo Calistri Next meeting

Section 4.1.2: Assessment of 
sampling procedures to grant 
derogations for animal 
movements

Paolo Pasquali Next meeting

Section 4.1.3 Assessment of 
sampling procedures for 
repopulation purposes 

Helen Next meeting

Section 4.2.3: Assessment of 
the effectiveness of the current 
monitoring period

Ale Next meeting

6. Timeline
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31 Aug WG meeting

10 Oct 2021 First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

24 Nov 2021 First reading at AHAW Plenary

2 Dec 2021 Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

15 Dec 2021 adoption at Plenary meeting
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. NCD model

The WG members discussed on the different scenarios for assessment of sampling procedures 
(ToR1). For the model regarding vaccinated birds more information is needed about the 
percentage of birds showing clinical signs. It was agreed that a scenario for no mortality is needed 
for low virulent strains and for vaccinated flocks. 

The writing of the different scenarios of sampling procedures were assigned to the WG members. 
For the 3rd scenario it was discussed if a scenario for pigeons should be done separately as carrier 
pigeon facilities represent vaccinated but smaller populations than conventional chicken flocks. 
For that more information about the average size of carrier pigeon establishments should be 
gathered. For scenario 4 EFSA will ask the EC if non-listed species should be considered.

4.2. Task distribution

The first scenario of ToR1 should be finished by the end of this week to be presented at the
panel meeting on the 23rd and 24th June. Also, some questions (regarding using AI kernels and 
considering vaccination and data in Table 1b) should be discussed at the panel meeting. The 
other ToR1 scenarios will be written by the WG members. 

5. Next meeting(s)

A proposal for the next meeting will be made by EFSA and date and time will be fixed by e-mail.

                                    
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Apologies were received from Karl Stahl.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by 
the Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the 
issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests 
were declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 21st Working Group meeting held on 03
June 2021, WEB -conference

The minutes of the 21st Working Group meeting were agreed by written procedure on 04 June
2021.4

5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

5.1. Opinion structure and disease-specific amendments5

The experts discussed that the epidemiology section of the opinion should reflect that Rinderpest 
(RP) has been declared globally eradicated in June 2011 and refer to the relevant OIE-FAO 
documents that outline how suspected cases of RP should be handled. It was agreed that OIE and 
FAO would be contacted by EFSA regarding the possibility to show a map of the recognised RP
holding laboratories.

5.2. ToR 1 table

The experts discussed the 21 scenarios for ToR 1 and agreed the RP-specific points.

5.3. Compartmental model and kernels

Three compartmental models simulating in-farm dynamics of RP using values from outbreaks in 
cattle in previously endemic areas have been identified. The experts agreed to assume for this 
assessment that the susceptible population is naïve, that the spread through a herd will be complete 
(100% morbidity) and to use an RO value of at least 6 (as for PPR) and intervals of 7, 14, 21 and 28 
days. No carrier state should be used and, due to the absence of serological tests for mass-
screening, only virus prevalence should be estimated.

One kernel based on the RP situation in Pakistan in 1994 has been identified. The analysis suggests 
that the current radius of 3 and 10 km are sensible, which is also biologically plausible considering 
that RPV is thermosensitive and therefore has a low resistance in the environment and that the virus 
is not vector-borne.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/wgs/animal-health/wg-control-measures-cat-diseases-ahl.pdf
5 https://open.efsa.europa.eu/questions/EFSA-Q-2020-00805
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6. Next meeting(s)

The next meetings on Rinderpest are scheduled for 16 September and 03 November.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON SPGP OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 3rd June 2021

(Agreed on 4th June 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Kris DeClercq

Simon Gubbins

Paolo Calistri

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf



2

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion and tasks

The draft opinion was revised and the following agreed:

Disease card: to address comments, add section on vaccines, specify test performance (Ale)

Transmission rate of SGP: agreed to keep one value of R= : 5.8, to add comments about 
Taiwan epidemics (Ale)

To calculate sample size for random sampling based on infection and seroprevalence 
(Ale+Paolo)

Scenarios for sampling: Ale to compile and inputs required from WG if/where needed (Ale + 
WG, to be communicated)

Assessment about length of monitoring period : Ale to compile and inputs required from WG 
if/where needed (Ale + WG, to be communicated)

Minimum radius of PZ and SZ: finalised

Minimum period for measures in the restricted zones: Ale to compile and inputs required from 
WG if/where needed (Ale + WG, to be communicated)

5. Timeline

14 June First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

23-24 June First reading at AHAW Plenary

15July Check draft opinion and new sections

1st September WG meeting

7 September Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

22-23 September adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

Next meeting is scheduled on 1st September.
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. CSF

The WG members discussed and agreed on the assumed case fatality rate of 20% used for the 
CSF model. This case fatality rate is considered low and would not reflect the mortality observed 
due to highly virulent strains. Nonetheless, the assumption of this lower mortality would result in 
a more conservative assessment of the proposed sampling procedures. As a result, the uncertainty 
section would have to be modified accordingly. Two decision trees of the diagnostic procedure of 
CSF detection were discussed, with the pros and cons of each being agreed. EFSA is tasked to
merge the two proposed trees.

4.2. NCD: Discussion of the results and assessments for ToR 1, 2, 3

The WG discussed the different options for answering ToR 3, considering the lack of existing 
kernels in the literature. The WG agreed on two actions: a) to contact experts from Denmark with 
the aim of getting data from a previous NCD outbreak (these data could be used for extracting 
some transmission parameters, and maybe building a transmission Kernel), and b) explore the 
possibility of using existing Kernels for Avian Influenza. Findings will be shared via email among 
the WG members to reach an agreement on how to proceed. The guidelines referring to the 
sampling procedures in the event of a NCD suspicion (as gathered by the P95 contractors), were 
reviewed. The WG members will provide a summary of the relevant guidelines identifying in this 
way the scenarios that need to be tested using a compartmental model for NCD. The WG members
will create a model for this purpose. Once the model is in place, the WG will carry out the 
assessment for the 1st scenario. In relation to ToR 2, EFSA will review the references provided by 
the contractor to extract more information about outbreak details and vaccination status of the 
animals. Once the information is collected, the WG will provide the assessment for ToR 2.

4.3. Task distribution

The opinion should be sent to panel members by the 11th of June to be discussed at the June
panel meeting to be held on the 23rd and 24th. Although ToR
that the first scenario of ToR 1, ToR 2 and ToR 3 will be finalised.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Next meeting(s)

A proposal for the next meeting will be made by EFSA and date and time will be fixed by e-mail.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON SPGP OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 26th April 2021

(Agreed on 26 April 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Kris DeClercq

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

For calculation of the sampling scenarios, a model for within-herd spread can be used, the needed 
parameters can be retrieved by: 

Transmission rate from FLI study >> (Simon)

infectious period from SGP EFSA opinion:  21 days

incubation from SGP EFSA opinion 4-15 days (one week can be considered)

Scenarios: In disease free areas the morbidity is high, mortality can be variable: it would be useful to 
retrieve data from OIE for outbreaks in China and Taiwan for possible estimation of mortality.

Then it is needed to: 

Estimate the infection prevalence at 7-14-21-28 dpi  (Simon)

Estimate the serological  prevalence at 21-28 dpi. (Simon)

The test sensitivity (needed to calculate the sample size) of PCR is close to 100%; for ELISA Se, in 
previous LSD report, the value of 80% was used (Kris to confirm this value) .

Considering the work done by the contractor about the available guidelines for clinical or laboratory 
detection of SGP  (link, Annex C) Genevieve to comment on it to prepare the assessment, especially 
for the 1st scenario.

4.2. Discussion on ToR2, monitoring period

The results from literature review about period between infection and suspicion were discussed.

Results are based on 3 selected reports from Greece and Bulgaria and EFSA opinion on SGP.
The longest period detected was 14 days, it is shorter than 21 day monitoring period set in EC 
legislation, but the following should be considered:

Most infected animals show clinical signs;
Signs in sheep are not so easily detected as in cattle;
First signs are unspecific: lacrimation, nasal discharge, so differential diagnosis with ecthyma 
and other disease;
Incubation is around one week-10 days, plus some days for suspicion: then 21 days would be 
in line with set in EC legislation.

Task: Ale to compile that section

4.3. ToR3 

The kernels produced were discussed, if data from outbreaks occurred n whole Greece in 2013-
2014 were considered, it would end up in overestimating the spread (15 km for PZ) , but animal 
movements could not be excluded even according to Greek authorities, so the kernel will be 
recalculated based on the spread in region of Evros only.

Simon to recalculate kernels based on outbreaks reported in Evros in 2013-2014

Ale to add discussion

5. Timeline

By 1 June To complete the tasks mentioned above

14 June First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel
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23-24 June First reading at AHAW Plenary

7 September Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

22-23 September adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

Next meeting is scheduled on 3rd June.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON PPR OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 15th April 2021

(Agreed on 15 April 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Karl Ståhl

Paolo Calistri

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

the sampling scenarios were reviewed. It was agreed on the following tasks to be done:

Paolo, Ale to add a diagram of a decision tree based on different epidemiological and 
clinical situations 

Simon to calculate confidence when testing 5 animals for sampling scenario 1, section 
4.1.1.1

For the other sampling scenario see name and task in the draft opinion.

4.2. Discussion on ToR2, monitoring period

It was agreed on the following tasks to be done:

Ale to retrieve papers considered for monitoring period

Ale to add results about insurgence and duration of seroconversion

Karl to finalise the assessment for scenario 1, 2, 3 , 5, 6, 7

4.3. ToR3 

It was agreed on the following tasks to be done:

Simon to provide equation for kernel of SGP

Ale to add explanation about possible reason for SGP broader spread

Ale to finalise section on minimum period

5. Timeline

25 April To complete the tasks mentioned above

26 April First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

5-6 May First reading at AHAW Plenary

10 June Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

23-24 June adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

A further meeting can be organised if needed, depending on the discussion with the AHAW Panel in 
May.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER MEETING OF THE 
WORKING GROUP ON CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-

AHL

TELE-conference, 09 April 2021

(Agreed on 12th April 2021)

Participants

Working Group Members:

Arjan Stegeman has participated via teleconference,

Arvo Viltrop has participated via teleconference,

Julio Alvarez Sanchez has participated via teleconference,

Karl Ståhl has participated via teleconference,

Simon Gubbins has participated via teleconference, 

Hearing Experts1:

Not Applicable 

European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Not Applicable

EFSA: 

ALPHA Unit: Inma Aznar.

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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Others:

Not Applicable

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

EFSA welcomed the participants (no chair was needed, as agreed with the WG chair, for this 
meeting). 

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on the CSF opinion

The latest draft of the CSF opinion was discussed. WG members agreed on the final assessment for 
ToR 2. The first scenario of ToR 1 was discussed in detailed. It was agreed that further model outputs 
were needed to finalise the assessment. The details of the model outputs needed were agreed and 
the WG agreed to revise the scenarios for ToR1 after these outputs become available. The WG 
discussed and agreed on the final assessment for ToR 3.

4.2. Discussion on questionnaire for uncertainty

The questionnaire on uncertainty previously shared with WG member was further discussed. A 
consensus was reached in terms of quantification of uncertainty related to ToR 2 and ToR 3. The main 
points discussed, and the results of the quantification exercise will be added to the opinion ahead of 
the submission to the panel.

4.3. Task distribution

EFSA provided clear instructions on the tasks allocated to each of the WG members. These tasks 
were recorded in the opinion. After the outputs from the model become available on Monday 12th of 
April, WG members will revise all sections to ensure consistency with the redrafted first scenario in
ToR 1. The WG members agreed to have a finalised first draft by the end of the coming week.

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting will take place on the 11th of May.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING ON PPR OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 25th March 2021

(Agreed on 25th March 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Karl Ståhl

Paolo Calistri

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. ToR3 

The kernels from Turkish and Tunisian outbreaks lead to too large radius, which would be not 
realistic/applicable in EU context. These could be still reported in an Annex

SGP kernel shows 5% probability of transmission at 15 km, which would be more adequate to PPR 
epidemiology. It can be used as worst case scenario

Task: Simon to provide graphs and tables  of SGP kernel

Further proxy disease could be FMD

Task Ale: to develop reasoning and distribute for review

4.2. Discussion on ToR2, monitoring period

Agreed to skip Table 1 and related text since the values of period between earliest point of infection 
and suspicion report reported are not realistic (they can be reported in the text). Instead the 
assessment should be based on table 2.

Agreed to keep the value proposed in the legislation (21 + 9 days)

Task: Karl to add the conclusive statement

4.3. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

For the sampling scenarios it was agreed to consider the four scenario of low and high R0 and low and 
high case fatality (20 and 60%) and to consider mortality occurred in the whole period (not only in 
the end of infectious period).

Task : Simon to check and fix section 3.1 Methodology used in ToR 1 accordingly

For section 4.1.1.1: Agreed to calculate the sample size based on expected prevalence of infected 
animals at time intervals (7, 14, 21 days post introduction) for flock size of 10, 100, 1000 animals.

Task: Simon to calculate % infected at 7, 14, 21 dpi for the 4 scenarios and use it as design 
prevalence

Task: Genevieve to provide values of test sensitivity for PCR and ELISA

Task: Paolo to add discussion text about sample size scenarios

All other sampling scenarios were revised and line to take was indicated.

Task: experts to develop the text in the section Assessment of each scenario, names are 
indicated in side comments

For scenario - , Task:
Genevieve to check literature on epidemiology of PPR in pigs (morbidity, mortality, clinical signs, etc.)

5. Timeline

12 April To complete the tasks mentioned above

21 April First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

5-6 May First reading at AHAW Plenary
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10 June Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

23-24 June adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled on 15th April.



ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON CONTROL 
MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL: FMD

TELE-conference, 24th March 2021

(Agreed on 17th March 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Arjan Stegeman

Eyal Klement

Kris De Clercq

Paolo Pasquali

Julio Alvarez Sanchez

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Sotiria-Eleni Antoniou

Inma Aznar

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

EFSA welcomed the participants (no chair was needed, as agreed with the WG chair, for this 
meeting).

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
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Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on specific topics

A discussion was held in terms of how to tackle the Scenario 2 of ToR1 as regards the estimation of 
the prevalence of animals with clinical signs within an affected by FMD establishment. The comments 
by the Panel members were discussed and the section was amended accordigly.

For the scenarios related to the movements there was a discussion regarding the clinical examination 
of small ruminants before movements.

For ToR2 the discussion was focussed on the Scenario 5 and more specific on the time of the 
seroconversion. There were difficulties to retrieve this information from the publications that we have 
already found. In addition, in some experimental studies where the animals were exposed to FMD 
virus being in contact with infected animals, the exact time of infection cannot be calculated.

There was also a discussion on the Uncertainty analysis and the results presented in the table are 
liaised with certain ToRs of the Opinion.

5. Timeline

12 April Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

13-26 April Reading for adoption by AHAW Plenary

27 April- 4 May Address comments received by the AHAW Panel

5-6 May Adoption at Plenary meeting

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy

Tel. +39 0521 036 111 www.efsa.europa.eu

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE 1ST CLASSICAL SWINE FEVER MEETING OF THE 
WORKING GROUP ON CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-

AHL

TELE-conference, 09 March 2021

(Agreed on 11th March 2021)

Participants

Working Group Members:

Arjan Stegeman has participated via teleconference,

Arvo Viltrop has participated via teleconference,

Julio Alvarez Sanchez has participated via teleconference,

Karl Ståhl has participated via teleconference,

Simon Gubbins has participated via teleconference, 

Hearing Experts1:

Not Applicable 

European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Not Applicable

EFSA: 

ALPHA Unit: Inma Aznar.

1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work:
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf. 
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Others:

Not Applicable

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

EFSA welcomed the participants (no chair was needed, as agreed with the WG chair, for this 
meeting). 

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on the results from the contractors to address ToR 2

The outputs received from the contractor (P95) addressing ToR 2 were discussed. The primary
Extensive Literature Search (ELS) carried out by the contractors identified sufficient research studies, 
therefore, it was considered that it was not necessary to show results provided via the alternative 
methodology. A discussion was held in terms of the length of the monitoring period as calculated by 
the contractors. Relevant epidemiological factors that could have influenced the results were 
discussed. The results were compared to those obtained for African Swine Fever (ASF). The 
methodology to quantitatively estimate the uncertainty attached to the final assessment was 
discussed. 

4.2. Discussion on ToR 1 and allocation of tasks 

The specific needs to answer ToR 1 were discussed. For that, a compartmental model will be needed. 
The general characteristics of this model were discussed as well as the outputs expected from it. The 
different scenarios included in ToR 1 were discussed to help with the final assessment. The table 
(Annex C) provided by the contractors on the existing clinical and laboratory procedures was also 
discussed. 

4.3. ToR 3

Due to the similarity with the assessment done for ASF (the Kernels used for the ASF opinion, were 
based on CSF data), this ToR was only briefly discussed. The WG agreed that no changes of the Kernels 
provided for ASF was needed. 

4.4. Task distribution

2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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EFSA agreed to provide clear instructions on the tasks allocated to each of the WG members. After 
the first draft of the model is finalised, EFSA will liaise with WG members to agree on further tasks. 
Although the model outputs are required to address some of the scenarios in ToR 1, it was agreed 
that the assessment of the clinical guidelines could be done while waiting for the model. Likewise, 
other sections of the opinion can be drafted (assessment of ToR 2).

5. Next meeting(s)

The next meeting will take place on the 9th of April







ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority
Via Carlo Magno 1A 43126 Parma, Italy
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE 11TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 16th February 2021

(Agreed on 19th February 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Genevieve Libeau

Karl Ståhl

Paolo Calistri

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

Inma Aznar

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes; the discussion on Tor 3 was done first, then ToR 2 and then 
ToR 1 was addressed.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion on ToR3, kernels 

presentation by Simon about kernels for PPR fitted to outbreak data 2017 and 2019 from Turkey, 
which though generated two different kernel shape. Moreover the epidemiological trand of PPR in 
Turkey (many outbreak reported every year since 1995 until 2020) suggest that the control measures 
in place, in particular ban on animal movement, may have not been completely and/or successfully 
implemented, thus creating a situation that would not entirely fit the EU situation (check quick 
containment of PPR outbreak in Bulgaria).

Therefore an alternative could be to use the kernel of SGP, which may have a similar epidemiology, 
by using outbreak data from Greece.

The reasoning for this choice will be described by Karl, while Genevieve will describe the main 
characteristics and difference between the two viruses

4.2. Discussion on ToR2, monitoring period

Results from the contractor have been inserted in the draft opinion, they relate to outbreaks in Turkey, 
Pakistan and Tanzania.

The description of the findings of the literature search on seroconversion will be done by the new 
colleague recruited.

The text on the assessment will be compiled by Karl, apart from scenario 5.

4.3. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios

A discussion was held in terms of how to tackle ToR 1. A larger emphasis was placed in scenario 1, as 
results from this scenario will be of used for other scenarios. The work on the qualitative assessment 
of the clinical guidelines, can commence already (Genevieve offer to provide an initial draft), but for 
the quantitative assessment of the laboratory guidelines, a model will be needed. Simon agreed to do 
some research in this regard and inform the WG. If using a model is feasible (depends on data 
availability), Paolo will liaise with Simon to provide a first draft of the quantitative assessment of the 
laboratory guidelines. 

Other scenarios were also discussed. A first draft of the qualitative assessment of the clinical 
guidelines, for scenarios related to issuing a derogation to move animals, will be drafted by Karl and 
Genevieve.

In summary, it was agreed that:

Simon to check if the model approach feasible. If yes then the results will be reported.

Paolo to liaise with Simon for calculation of sample size

derogation will be addressed by Genevieve and Karl

discussion on the scenarios

5. Timeline

21 April First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

5-6 May First reading at AHAW Plenary
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10 June Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel

23-24 June adoption at Plenary meeting

6. Next meeting

The next meeting is scheduled on 25th March.
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SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE

MINUTES OF THE 10TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 4th February 2021

(Agreed on 8th February 2021)1

Participants

Working Group Members:2

Arjan Stegeman

Arvo Viltrop

Eyal Klement

Genevieve Libeau

Helen Roberts (chair)

Julio Alvarez

Karl Ståhl

Kris De Clercq

Simon Gubbins

From EFSA ALPHA unit:

Alessandro Broglia

Inma Aznar

Sotiria-Eleni Antoniou

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

The Chair welcomed the participants. A special welcome was addressed to Genevieve Libeau, the 
new member of this WG.

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting.
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document.
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2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted with changes; the discussion on FMD was postponed to the next WG 
meeting, and an action point was added to discuss uncertainty based on the presentation and issues 
raised by Julio Alvarez.

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members

Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 
discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion

4.1. Discussion about the timeline and tasks

The timeline of future outputs was discussed, and tasks distributed among WG members.

Published outputs:

- Methodology report published on 14 Dec 2020

- HPAI opinion published on 15 Jan 2021

- ASF opinion published on the 31st of January 2021

- AHS opinion published on the 3rd of February 2021

4.2. Discussion on LSD prior to the next panel meeting

Last minute details and comments from panel members were addressed for the LSD opinion prior to 
presenting it to the panel for adoption the next day (21 January 2021). The opinion will be presented 
to the panel for adoption in the Feb 17-18 meeting.

4.3. Discussion about uncertainty

WG member Julio Alvarez had prepared a short presentation about the uncertainty issues that
needed to be discussed with the working group. It was decided to let the discussion points sink in 
and continue with decision making at the next WG meeting.

5. Task distribution and wrap up

5.1. LSD opinion

The opinion must be finalised by the experts and EFSA staff and presented for adoption on 17-18 Feb 
2021 meeting

3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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6. Next meeting

A proposal for the next meeting will be made by EFSA; exact date and time to be confirmed.





















































             ANIMAL AND PLANT HEALTH UNIT

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111

SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ANIMAL HEALTH AND WELFARE 

MINUTES OF THE 25TH MEETING OF THE WORKING GROUP ON 
CONTROL MEASURES CATEGORY A DISEASES-AHL

TELE-conference, 30th June 2021 

(Agreed on 18th June 2021)1

Participants 

Working Group Members:2

Helen Roberts (chair) 

Paolo Pasquali 

Arjan Stegeman 

François Thiaucourt 

Simon Gubbins 

From EFSA ALPHA unit: 

Sotiria-Eleni Antoniou 

Inma Aznar 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes.   

3. Declarations of Interest of Working Groups members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Competing Interest Management4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 
Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

1 Minutes should be published within 15 working days of the final day of the relevant meeting. 
2 Indicate first full name and then surname (John Smith) all throughout the document. 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 
declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

4.1. Discussion on work planning 

The similarities and deviations between the CBPP and CCPP were broadly discussed to investigate the 
best way to work in parallel with both the Opinions. It seems that the methodological approach of 
the ToRs for CBPP and CCPP Opinions will be similar for many of the scenarios. It was decided to 
start with CBPP Opinion and for each scenario to check if the same approach is also applicable to 
CCPP Opinion.    

4.2. Discussion on ToR1 sampling scenarios 

A discussion was held in terms of how to tackle ToR 1. A larger emphasis was placed on scenario 1 
and scenario 2, as the results from these scenarios will be used for other scenarios. More specifically, 
the discussion was focused on: i) the utility of clinical examination to trigger the suspicion of CBPP, 
ii) the effectiveness of post-mortem inspection in slaughterhouses, iii) the available laboratory tests 
to be used (C-ELISA, CFT and PCR methods) according to the purpose e.g confirmation, prevalence 
different tests are used.  

4.3. Discussion on ToR 2 Monitoring Period 

The results from the Contractor on literature review were not available to be discussed. The fact that 
the incubation period might be as long as six months, may lead to a prolonged monitoring period, 
longer than the one proposed by Implementing Regulation.   

4.4. Discussion on ToR 3 kernels 

Kernels on CBPP and CCPP do not exist and cannot be developed because of lack of data and therefore 
the assessment of the radius of the surveillance zone will be very difficult.  

4.5. Discussion on the output of the literature review on Seroconversion 

The bibliography on this topic is limited. It was highlighted that the laboratory method used, and the 
accreditation of the lab may have a high impact on the results.   

4.6. Discussion on the outputs of the Contractor on CCPP 

The WG commented and proposed some amendments on the documents of the Disease Card and the 
Monitoring period.  

4.7. Tasks distribution 

Tasks and activities were distributed to WG members with the commitment to finish them by 15 of 
August 2021. 

Timeline 

WG meeting September (1-12) 

WG meeting October (4-17) 

First draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for 1st 
review  

5 November 

Comments by Panel to be received by 19 November 

Deep Discussion at the AHAW Panel meeting 24-25 November 

WG meeting 29 Nov -3 Dec 
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Final draft opinion to be distributed to the AHAW Panel for adoption 3 December 

Comments by Panel to be received by  12 December 

Adoption at the AHAW Panel meeting 15-16 December 

5. Next meeting 

The next meeting will be scheduled early September. 


