
The European Commission’s open 
data strategy and the EU Open 
Data Portal 

Yvo Volman, Publications Office of the EU 

 

EFSA Conference 

Milan, 15 October 2015 

 

 

 

 

 



Some excuses for data hugging… 

What would anyone like to do with 
our boring data? 

It is our data and we decide! 

If you open up the data, people will 
draw wrong, superficial conclusions 

People may try to make money out 
of our data 

Our data is wrong and people may 
find out it is wrong 

We are not completely sure 
whether we own the rights… 

The data is just too large to be 
published and used 

…  



DRIVERS 

Foster economic activity, jobs and growth 

Direct economic benefits estimated at € 40 Billion a year (other estimates are 
even higher) 
Direct economic benefits estimated at € 40 Billion a year (other estimates are 
even higher) 

 

Enhance transparency 
 

More openness and civic participation More openness and civic participation 

 

Better governance 
 
Facts and figures as a basis for decision making Facts and figures as a basis for decision making 

What's at stake? 
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Part of the Digital Single Market Strategy 



Example of reuse  

Food alert 

http://www.androidpit.fr/application/be.linxtek.foodalert 



Legal framework and  Drivers 

European Council Conclusions, 24-25 October 2013 

 

'Open data is an untapped resource with a huge potential for building stronger, 

more interconnected societies that better meet the needs of the citizens and allow 

innovation and prosperity to flourish. Interoperability and the re-use of public 

sector information shall be promoted actively' 



http://www.epsiplatform.eu 

PSI SCOREBOARD 



The EU Open Data Portal 

http://open-data.europa.eu/en/data/ 



Why an EU Open Data Portal? 
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Single point of access for EU Open Data 

 Bring together fragmented resources 

 Harmonised way to describe metadata, improvement of 

data management across the board  

 One set of 'terms of use' (implementing EU reuse policy) 

 

 Search  

    - Human search interface (Catalogue, SPARQL endpoint) 

    - Machine-to-machine search (API, SPARQL endpoint) 

 Showcase for applications, shared tools for visualisation 

 Engagement with data consumer community 

    (Surveys, Social media, Give feedback, Suggest     

datasets, Share apps based on EU data) 

 



- 26 Commission services 

- European Parliament, Council, European Investment Bank, European Central 

Bank, European Economic and Social Committee, Committee of the Regions  

- 23 Agencies 

 

Who publishes on the EU Open Data Portal? 



EFSA (European 

Food Safety 

Authority)   

COMING SOON!!!   



People come to the portal mostly to obtain 
information or carry out research   

Q2. Why do you use the EU Open Data Portal? (multiple 
choices are possible) 
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As-Is To-Be 
• +150 Data Portals 
      in EU 
• Different metadata 
• Limited accessibility 

Pan European Data Portal 
A single point of access 
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 Improve interoperability 
of open data Pan-European Open Data Portal  
 Single gateway to public 

data from EU Member 

States  

 

 Catalogue of information 

sources 

 

 Pilot at publicdata.eu 

 

 Beta version will be 

released by November 2015 

 

 

 

.  

 



Conclusion 

 The data revolution will affect all sectors including food 

safety 

 Open data has an enormous social and economic 

potential 

 The Commission practises what it preaches on open data 

 

 


