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PARTICIPANTS: 

Members and other National, ECDC or Commission representatives: 
Peter Much (Austria), Luc Vanholme (Belgium), Petr Šatrán (the Czech Republic),  Christodoulos 
Pipis (Cyprus), Birgitte Helwigh (Denmark), Eve Kukk (Estonia), Saara Raulo (Finland), Julien 
Santolini (France), Matthias Hartung (Germany), Dimitris Vourvidis (Greece), Edith Nagy 
(Hungary), Kilian Unger (Ireland), Anne Cowley (Ireland), Veronica Cibin (Italy), Simona Iannetti 
(Italy), Tatjana Ribakova (Latvia), Ausra Lescinskaite Petrauskiene (Lithuania), Joseph Schon 
(Luxembourg), Rob Van Oosterom (the Netherlands), Merete Hofshagen (Norway), Jacek Osek 
(Poland), Patricia Inacio (Portugal), Ioana Neghirla (Romania), Marta Bedriova (Slovakia), Manca 
Pavsic (Slovenia), José Luis Saez Llorente (Spain), Carlos Valencia (Spain), Ann Lindbergh 
(Sweden), Lesley Larkin (the United Kingdom), Jürg Danuser (Switzerland), Lucy Brunton (ZCC), 
Christopher Teale (AMRCC), Klaus Kostenzer (EC).  

Observers: 
Drazen Knezevic (Croatia), Greta Nikolovska (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Guzin 
Sahin (Turkey), John Cowden (expert). 

EFSA: 
Pia Mäkelä (Chair), Frank Boelaert, Pierre-Alexandre Belœil, Fabrizio Abbinante, Giusi Amore, 
Elena Mazzolini, Teresa Felicio, Anca Stoicescu, Joao Alho, Gabriele Fabbri, Valentina Rizzi 
(Science), Marco Leoni (Information Technology), Miriam Grasselli and Simona Fusar Poli 
(Administration), Ana Afonso (AHAW). 

MINUTES: 

1. Opening and welcome 

The meeting was opened by welcoming all the Task Force (TF) members and observers.  

2. Minutes from the last meeting 
Comments previously received have been taken into account in the new version of the minutes, which 
have been uploaded on Sciencenet. No further comments were given at the meeting and the minutes 
were adopted. They will be published on the EFSA website.  

3. Declaration of interest  

None of the participants declared an additional interest related to the subjects of the meeting.  

4. Discussion on the results of the European Union Summary Report on antimicrobial 
resistance in 2009 

Pierre-Alexandre Beloeil gave a presentation on the main findings from the European Union 
Summary Report (EUSR) on antimicrobial resistance (AMR) in 2009. This is the first joint report on 
AMR between EFSA and ECDC. Different methods and resistance thresholds were used for the 
interpretation of the results regarding human isolates, which thus can vary according to the threshold 
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used. With regards to animals and food, an increased number of MSs reported quantitative data (MIC 
results). AMR was commonly found in all agents tested with wide variation between MSs. It was 
clarified that, according to an agreement with ECDC, all human data included in the report are 
provided from ECDC. Human data reported to EFSA’s zoonoses web database by the Reporting 
Officers are only for national interest. The report will be published by the end of April 2011. 

The first coordination meeting with ECDC and the AMR Collaboration Centre (AMRCC – VLA) 
took place in March where the general structure of the 2010 AMR EUSR was agreed upon. AMR 
trends will be analyzed statistically, specific analyses of monophasic Salmonella Typhimurium are 
planned, and also the analyses of the pilot isolate-level data would be included. 

There is an agreement between ECDC, EFSA and the European Medicine Agency (EMA) to publish 
a joint report including data on AMR in isolates from humans, food and animals as well as on 
consumption of antimicrobials in humans and animals. The possibility to make the monitoring of 
indicator bacteria (in particular E. coli) mandatory is under discussion at European Commission (EC) 
level. In case the monitoring will be made mandatory, the technical specifications for the monitoring 
of indicator bacteria could be revised. 

5. Update on the European Union Summary Report on Zoonoses and Food-borne 
Outbreaks in 2009 

The chair gave an update about the EUSR on zoonoses and food-borne outbreaks in 2009 
summarising the latest changes made based on the comments received. The estimated number of 
deaths associated with the most relevant zoonoses in 2009 has been introduced for the first time in the 
report, based on estimations made by ECDC. The report will be published in the coming week 
together with a press release focusing on the main findings. At the same time EC will issue an own 
press release that will focus on the successful Salmonella control programmes.  

Frank Boelaert briefed the TF on the first coordination meeting with ECDC and the new Zoonoses 
Collaboration Centre (ZCC – VLA) where the general structure of the 2010 zoonoses EUSR was 
agreed upon. Major changes will include the inclusion of estimates of human case fatalities for all 
zoonoses, a new section with analyses on monophasic Salmonella Typhimurium and a more in depth 
analyses for Yersinia and VTEC. For Echinococcus regional analyses are planned and special 
attention will be given to speciation. Human tularaemia cases will also be included, possibly in an 
own chapter. The suggestion to include in the zoonoses report also extended-spectrum beta-lactamase 
(ESBL) producing E. coli will be further investigated. 

6. Parallel discussion groups and reporting the outcome to the plenary meeting 

Frank Boelaert introduced the discussion group session. The participants were divided into three 
subgroups to discuss and address the following questions: 

Group 1. Use and format of the EU Summary Reports on zoonoses, food-borne outbreaks and 
antimicrobial resistance 

1. How are the EU Summary Reports used at national level?  
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2. Which format of the EU Summary Report is mostly used (report on EFSA web page, CD 
ROM, printed report)? 

3. Is there still a need for the printed EU Summary Reports? 
4. What is the target audience of the EU Summary Reports? 
5. What should be the main messages of the reports? 

Group 2. Further development of the zoonoses reporting system     
1. Should the reporting to EFSA be moved fully to XML data transfer?  
2. Should the zoonoses web reporting application be kept in the coming years (the manual data 

entry) in parallel to XML data transfer or could the web reporting application be abandoned 
after some years (after total move to XML data transfer)? 

3. Should the reporting move to sample-based data reporting, fully or only partly (in this case 
what would be the most important fields)? 

4. Are some additional zoonoses/ other items to be added in the reporting? 

Group 3. The best way of analysing and presenting data in EU Summary Reports and needs for 
training 

1. Should the presentation of the data in the EU Summary Reports be changed, and if yes, how? 
2. Are some additional analyses of the data to be added in the report? 
3. What should be the main focus of the report and the analyses? 
4. Is there a need for training on the harmonised monitoring and reporting specifications at the 

national level (on AMR, VTEC, Yersinia, parasites, Q fever, food surveys, food-borne 
outbreaks, EFSA reporting manuals)?  

5. Who should provide for this training? 

The outcomes of the discussions were presented at the plenary meeting.  

Group 1 concluded that the EUSRs are used at national level to ensure consistency of national data, for 
comparison with the situation at EU level, and as a reference basis for further monitoring and 
intervention activities, including resource prioritisation. The electronic version on the EFSA web-page 
and the printed version are the formats most frequently used. The printed version is always useful for 
quick data retrieval, even though not essential; thus, the suggestion to reduce the number of printed 
copies was made as well as a proposal to produce a short printed version (e.g. leaflet). These reports 
should provide epidemiological information in order to prioritise actions, evaluate intervention 
strategies and evaluate the burden of zoonoses, including the emerging ones. 

Group 2 reported back that XML data transfer would assure a more automated transfer and an early 
availability of dataset. On the other hand XML might not be easy to implement at national level for data 
collection and data validation purposes, where other protocols (e.g. Excel) would be preferred by MSs. 
The EFSA data collection system should move gradually to XML data transfer while still keeping the 
web application with manual data entry available. Support from EFSA in the use of XML would be 
welcome. The sample-based data reporting was seen as more problematic, and it would be feasible only 
for some specific datasets, such as AMR, food-borne outbreaks and harmonised control programmes 
data. The inclusion of additional zoonoses in the reporting may be considered depending on the 
evolving epidemiological situation in the EU and in the individual countries, bearing in mind the public 
health impact of the disease.  
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Group 3 was of the view  that the presentation of data in the reports could be improved in particular 
with regard to the spatial visualization using maps, where there are still problems in the comparability of 
data that underpin these maps. Additional analyses could include trend figures for each MS, detailed 
analysis for Salmonella serovars with trend analysis for the most important ones. Moreover information 
in the text forms should be taken more into account. The reports need to focus on zoonoses with a 
substantial public health burden and on emerging zoonoses. Training and an improved communication 
would be needed on different fields (from sampling to reporting and analysis) and should be provided 
by the MSs with EFSA’s support. 

7. Reporting of zoonoses, food-borne outbreaks and antimicrobial resistance data for 2010 
in the framework of Directive 2003/99/EC  

7a. Revised zoonoses reporting web application for 2010 data    
Fabrizio Abbinante presented the list of modifications for the 2011 reporting season including 
revisions of the prevalence tables, AMR tables, food-borne outbreak tables, and text forms. 
Additional modifications were presented regarding the management system (report management, 
printing management, user management and dictionary management). A demonstration on how the 
new web-application works in practice was also shown. Further information was provided with regard 
to the XML submission in 2011. Five countries indicated their interest in using XML schema for data 
transmission. 

7b. Internal Report on amendments to the zoonoses reporting web application for 2011 data 
reporting  

Fabrizio Abbinante briefly presented the internal Report on amendments to the zoonoses reporting 
web application for 2011 data reporting. Pending for addition of few amendments, the report was 
endorsed.  

7c. Specific guidelines for 2010 data  
The chair summarised the guidelines for the most important issues for the coming report. New 
reporting fields will include Salmonella control programmes in turkeys (including all serovars) as 
well as data on monophasic Salmonella Typhimurium and on methicillin-resistant Staphylococcus 
aureus (MRSA). Detailed reporting is recommended on Yersinia and VTEC typing, regional data for 
Echinococcus and rabies, and type of housing system for Trichinella. A suggestion was made to 
follow the trends also in E. granulosus in animals. The TF was invited to send comments on the 
document by 25 March 2011. 
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7d. Draft EFSA Report “Manual for reporting on zoonoses, zoonotic agents and 
antimicrobial resistance in the framework of Directive 2003/99/EC and of some other 
pathogenic microbiological agents for information derived from the year 2010” – for 
discussion and possible endorsement  

Valentina Rizzi explained the amendments implemented to the zoonoses reporting manual for the 
2010 data. The MSs were invited to report all relevant information on the type of animals or food 
sampled, including the sampling stage and the sampling context, when appropriate. Moreover for 
Listeria monocytogenes in foodstuffs, a footnote should be added in case the enumeration method is 
only carried out for samples found positive by the detection method. Detailed reporting is also 
recommended for Q fever and Toxoplasma diagnostic methods. 

The TF suggested revising the text on reporting for Salmonella control programmes in turkeys, the 
section on Q fever in animals (case definition) as well as the chapter on reporting of M. avium. The 
way of reporting the serovar S. 1,4,[5],12:i:- needs to be discussed as well as the reporting of 
confirmatory sampling for Salmonella. The TF was invited to send additional comments by 25 
March 2011. 

7e. Draft EFSA Report “Manual for reporting of food-borne outbreaks in the framework 
of Directive 2003/99/EC from the year 2010” - for discussion  

John Cowden gave an overview on the revised technical specifications for reporting on food-borne 
outbreaks. The updated reporting guidelines propose to abandon the distinction between “verified” 
and “possible” food-borne outbreaks. Instead, they distinguish between food-borne outbreaks based 
on “weak” evidence implicating a particular food vehicle and food-borne outbreaks based on 
“strong” evidence. Each MS is responsible of assessing the type of evidence implicating a particular 
food vehicle.  
It was pointed out that the reporting guidelines are given for investigated outbreaks and they do not 
apply for early warning of diseases.  It was also underlined that for national or international policy, 
information on food-borne outbreaks based on strong evidence is needed. 
Denmark proposed to report Salmonella serovar specific data also for food-borne outbreaks based on 
weak or no evidence implicating a particular food vehicle and this was supported by some members. 
The chair underlined that detailed information on emerging serovars will be available from ECDC’s 
data on notified human cases. Nevertheless, EFSA will investigate if it is technically possible to 
include this change for 2010 data reporting and will also consult the food-borne outbreak working 
group and ECDC’s Food- and waterborne Disease network on the issue.  

TF members were invited to provide their written comments by 25 March 2011.  

7f. Pilot for XML transfer of isolate-based antimicrobial resistance data 

Pierre-Alexandre Beloeil presented the project on the pilot on XML transfer of isolate-based data on 
AMR to be carried out in 2011. 

MSs interested in participating in the pilot study on XML transfer of isolate-based antimicrobial 
resistance data were requested to inform EFSA via email by Wednesday 23 March 2011. 



 
 

 7

8. XML data transfer, working group on Excel and XML use; EFSA Grants to support the 
use of XML  

Fabrizio Abbinante explained the characteristics of the XML data transfer and its advantages 
compared to other tools such as Excel. The main advantages are great efficiency, low maintenance 
costs, and gain in time. Indeed, some investments are needed to build the XML schema, but once in 
place the maintenance costs are less than those needed for Excel. Furthermore, there is no ambiguity 
in XML, while errors and changes in the data are possible using Excel. It was underlined that XML is 
the best system to transfer data between computers, but it is not a tool for data visualisation. MSs can 
use other tools (e.g. Excel, Access, Ad-hoc Interfaces, etc.) to visualise and validate their data before 
transferring to EFSA. Data from all kind of databases can be exported in XML format. The XML 
schema allows the sender to validate the data before the transfer takes place. MSs pointed out that the 
data should be controlled before and after the transfer. EFSA will implement a tool to visualise the 
data transmitted so that MSs can check the data transferred to EFSA. Each time a file is submitted, 
the MSs will receive an acknowledgment file that will notify if data have been submitted correctly or 
not.  

A working group is being set up on the use of Excel and XML files in zoonoses. TF members were 
requested to send by 1 April 2011 a proposal for new candidates for this working group. EFSA will 
launch in 2011 grants to support the MSs in implementation of XML submission system to transfer 
data to EFSA. EFSA will be able to support eight to nine countries in 2011 and then more in the 
coming years. The chair informed the TF members that in order to apply to this Art. 36 grant their 
institutes should be on the EFSA Art. 36 list of organizations (this list can be found on the EFSA 
website).  

Finally, Fabrizio Abbinante updated the TF members on the forth-coming IT expert meeting that is 
scheduled on 21 September 2011.  

9. Information from the mandate of epidemiological indicators for meat inspection of pigs 
The chair updated the TF on the work of WG of epidemiological indicators for meat inspection of 
pigs. The proposed draft indicators for Trichinella, Cysticercus, Toxoplasma, Salmonella, Yersinia, 
Mycobacterium, as well as two additional generic indicators, were presented. Furthermore, the chair 
informed the TF members on the case study on Trichinella (and possibly on Salmonella) that aims to 
test the usefulness of the proposed epidemiological indicators with MSs’ data.  

Some MSs expressed their concern on the mistakes found in the contractor’s reports on descriptive 
analyses. EFSA will provide the TF members with the reviewed contractor’s reports on the 
descriptive analysis of data on Trichinella, Mycobacterium and Cysticercus in humans and animals. 

Chris Teale (AMRCC) suggested that E. coli isolates from monitoring could also be used as AMR 
testing. 

10. Update on activities of the Animal Health and Welfare panel (AHAW)  
Ana Afonso from EFSA’s AHAW unit updated the TF members on the different activities of the 
AHAW unit. In particular she covered the role of the AHAW unit in the Meat Inspection mandate, 
which focuses on the implications for monitoring and surveillance of on-farm animal health, and on- 
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and post-farm animal welfare. Moreover, the main aspects of the negotiated procedure on vector-
borne diseases were illustrated, as well as of the Art. 36 grant.  

11. Progress reports from working groups 

11a. Antimicrobial resistance data analyses 
Pierre-Alexandre Beloeil briefly updated the TF on the progress of the working group on 
antimicrobial resistance data analyses. 

11b. Statistical analysis of temporal and spatial trends of zoonotic agents in animals and 
food 

Frank Boelaert briefly updated the TF on the report II on Statistical analysis of temporal and spatial 
trends of zoonotic agents in animals and food. This report underwent peer review and is currently 
being revised. The draft final report will be sent for a second and final consultation to the TF by the 
end of May with the aim to publish it by the end of July 2011. 

12. Any other business  
The chair informed the TF members on the new EFSA organization that will apply from 2 May 2011. 
The Zoonoses unit will have a new name, “Biological Monitoring” unit, but the unit’s activities will 
remain the same. The name of the TF will not change (TF on Zoonoses Data collection). 

Finally, the chair reminded the TF of the TF meetings scheduled in 2011: 

• 3-4 May 2011: specific meeting on food-borne outbreaks – to discuss the interpretation and 
application of the new reporting specifications and reporting 2010 data; 

• 21-22 June 2011: normal TF meeting; 

• 21 September 2011: specific IT meeting: application of XML and Excel in the reporting; 

• 4-5 October 2011: specific AMR meeting; 

• 27-28 October 2011: one day normal TF meeting, one day shared meeting with ECDC’s Food- 
and Waterborne Diseases network. 

 


