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Parma, 16 November 2009  
 
 

EFSA Task Force of Zoonoses Data Collection 
The 17th meeting 

Held in Parma on 6-7 October 2009 
 
AGENDA: 
 

1. Minutes from the last meeting  
2. Declaration of interests 
3. Information from the analyses of the 2008 zoonoses and food-borne outbreak data 
4. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for the monitoring and reporting of 

verotoxigenic E. coli on animals and food – for discussion and possible endorsement   
5. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for monitoring trends in zoonotic agents in 

foodstuffs and animal populations– for discussion and possible endorsement 
6. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for harmonised national surveys on 

Yersinia enterocolitica in slaughter pigs – for discussion and possible endorsement   
7. Draft EFSA Report on the updated technical specifications for the harmonised reporting of 

food-borne outbreaks through the Community reporting system in accordance with Directive 
2003/99/EC – for discussion and possible endorsement   

8. Baseline survey analyses – WG Campylobacter and Salmonella in broilers and broiler meat, 
WG on Salmonella in breeding pigs, WG on MRSA in pigs – progress reports 

9. Progress report from the WG on the statistical analysis of temporal and spatial trends of 
zoonotic agents in animals and food 

10. Discussion on the revision of the manual of reporting of zoonoses and antimicrobial resistance 
data in the framework of Directive 2003/99/EC 

11. Discussion on the revision of the Zoonoses reporting web application for 2009 data – 
questionnaire regarding the web reporting  

12. Information on the development of GIS and Data Warehouse projects for zoonoses data 
13. Grant and contract projects: 

• reporting and monitoring of Trichinella, Echinococcus and other parasites,  
• reporting and monitoring of rabies and Q fever,  
• survey methods for pathogens in food  
• review of historical antimicrobial resistance data 
• analyses of Salmonella serovar data and source attribution analyses 

14. Next meeting 
15. Other business 
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PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Members and other National, ECDC or Commission representatives: 
Peter Much (Austria), Luc Vanholme (Belgium), Petya Petkova (Bulgaria), Petr Šatrán (the Czech 
Republic), Hanne Rosenquist (Denmark), Eve Kukk (Estonia), Saara Raulo (Finland), Julien Santolini 
(France), Matthias Hartung (Germany), Dimitris Vourvidis (Greece), Edith Nagy (Hungary), Kilian 
Unger, Lisa O’Connor (Ireland), Lisa Barco (Italy), Tatiana Ribakova (Latvia), Snieguole 
Ščeponavičiene (Lithuania), Joseph Schon (Luxembourg), Susan Chircop, Noel Demicoli (Malta), 
Rob Van Oosterom (the Netherlands), Merete Hofshagen (Norway), Jasek Osek (Poland), Patricia 
Inacio (Portugal), Manca Pavcic (Slovenia), José Luis Saez Llorente, Munoz Hurtado Beatriz, Carlos  
Gonzales Valencia (Spain), Elina Lahti (Sweden), Lesley Larkin (the United Kingdom), Jürg Danuser 
(Switzerland), Birgitte Helwigh (ZCC), Sarolta Idei, Kris De Smet (European Commission).  
 
Observers: 
Drazen Knezevic (Croatia), Greta Nikolovska (the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia), Guzin 
Sahin (Turkey), Alessandro Mannelli (Turin University), Annemarie Käsbohrer (BfR), Hanne-Dorthe 
Emborg (DTU) 
 
EFSA: 
Pia Mäkelä (Chair), Frank Boelaert, Pierre-Alexandre Belœil, Fabrizio Abbinante, Francesca Riolo, 
Giusi Amore, Elena Mazzolini, Valentina Rizzi (Science), Marco Leoni, Jose Bandos Rodrigues  
(Information Technology), Miriam Grasselli and Simona Fusar Poli (Administrative) 
 
MINUTES: 

The meeting was opened by welcoming all the Task Force (TF) members and observers. The chair 
announced some changes to the agenda. 
 

1. Declaration of interest  
The TF members and observers who had not already submitted the electronic format of their annual 
Declaration of Interest (DoI) were kindly reminded to do so and members and observers were also 
reminded about the yearly renewal of the DoIs. None of the participants declared an interest related to 
the subjects of the meeting. 

2. Minutes from the last meeting 

Comments previously received by email from Member States (MSs) have been taken into account in 
the new version of the minutes, which have been uploaded on Sciencenet and published on the EFSA 
website. No additional comments were received. 
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3. Information from the analyses of the 2008 zoonoses and food-borne outbreak data  
Pia Mäkelä gave feed-back information on reporting, validation and analysis of 2008 data which will 
be published in the 2008 Community Summary Report (CSR) where some information on all reported 
zoonoses will also be included. For 2008 data two CSRs will be prepared: one on the zoonoses and 
food-borne outbreaks (FBOs) (the main CSR) and the other on the AMR data. The main CSR will be 
launched for consultation later in October and will be published at the beginning of 2010. 

There has been a very good collaboration with ECDC and the Zoonoses Collaboration Centre (ZCC). 
The data quality was generally good in 2008, and in particular the FBO data had improved due to a 
better classification of the outbreaks. The data was validated for the first time by using SAS software. 
Not all MSs were able to provide the required data on Salmonella control programme results in 
poultry. However, the results received already indicated that good progress has been made with the 
control programmes. 

ZCC reminded the TF members to comment on the Appendix Tables, sent for evaluation on 
10 September, and extended the deadline for comments to Friday 9 October 2009. 

The TF member from the Netherlands was invited to send additional information on human Q fever 
cases, to be included in an information box, by Friday 23 October 2009. 

4. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for the monitoring and reporting of 
verotoxigenic E. coli (VTEC) on animals and food – for discussion and possible 
endorsement   

Pierre-Alexandre Belœil updated the TF on the amendments made to the VTEC report since the last 
TF meeting. These amendments concerned the objectives of the monitoring (the primary objective is 
the occurrence estimation in cattle hide, while the estimation in sheep fleece is a secondary objective): 
slaughterhouse selection (slaughterhouses covering at least 60% of the national throughput of eligible 
animals, no longer 80%); and animal selection (up to three animals per day/ slaughterhouse). A new 
batch of comments has been received before the meeting and these will be considered in the final 
version. 
During the meeting further comments were given concerning the investigation for VTEC serogroups 
other than O157: possible clustering caused by the collection of more samples per 
day/slaughterhouse; stratification by age of cattle; the possible lack of fleece in the relevant brisket 
area in some animals; and the shortage of resources to perform the survey every year. 

It was agreed that the report focus on the serogroups relevant for human health and that a proposed 
minimum sample size be considered, as MSs may decide to collect more samples (i.e. to compensate 
possible clustering). For smaller MSs a lower minimum required sample size must be envisaged. The 
issues related to cattle age stratification and alternative sampling, if fleece is missing in the selected 
area, will be discussed further with the WG experts. 



 
 

 4

TF members were invited to send further comments by 9 October 2009. EFSA will consult the 
WG experts on comments received and will send a new revised report version to TF members by 
19 October for possible endorsement by written procedure. 

5. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for monitoring trends in zoonotic 
agents in foodstuffs and animal populations– for discussion and possible endorsement  

Frank Boelaert gave a brief presentation on the draft report on trends. He emphasized that trend 
analyses are at Community level or at MS group level. During the meeting the selection criteria were 
discussed and some improvements were presented. Also, the investigation in the agents/animals or 
food combinations where specific control programmes are carried out or are going to be carried out 
was questioned and it was suggested that different sampling schemes for the same pathogen in the 
same animal/food population be avoided. General suggestions for amending and improving the text 
and the figures/tables were also given. Also several comments were received regarding the 
interpretation of the sample size figures and tables.  

It was agreed that there is a need to communicate better the aim and findings of the report. 
Particularly, the different application of trend watching and trend analysis should be clarified and 
more emphasis to trend watching given. Also it must be emphasise that, in most cases, data from 
control programmes are sufficient for the trend analyses.  

In order to take into consideration all comments received and to draft a revised version of the report, it 
was agreed to extend the deadline for the report publication to the end of December 2009, and a 
revised report will be tabled at the next Task Force meeting.  

TF members were invited to send further comments on the report by 23 October 2009. EFSA will 
consult the WG experts on comments received and will draft a revised report version. 

6. Draft EFSA Report on the technical specifications for harmonised national surveys on 
Yersinia enterocolitica in slaughter pigs – for discussion and possible endorsement   

Valentina Rizzi gave a presentation on the advanced draft report and on the comments received. 
During the meeting additional comments were received regarding transport temperature (below 5°C) 
regarded by some MSs as being unnecessarily low.  

TF members were invited to send further comments by 15 October 2009. EFSA will consult the WG 
experts on comments received and will send a revised version to TF members by 19 October for 
possible endorsement by written procedure. 
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7. Draft EFSA Report on the updated technical specifications for the harmonised reporting 
of food-borne outbreaks through the Community reporting system in accordance with 
Directive 2003/99/EC – for discussion and possible endorsement 

Pia Mäkelä reminded the TF that the former WG responsible for the FBO reporting recommendations 
has been reconvened to evaluate the data from 2007 and 2008 data and consider if there is a need to 
amend the reporting system for the 2009 data reporting.  

As the WG failed to reach an agreement, a draft report was not distributed. The main points under 
discussion are: the abandoning of the categorisation of possible and verified outbreaks, however still 
maintaining the distinction according to the strength of evidence; the reporting of detailed data for all 
outbreaks; and the new definition for outbreaks with possible food-borne aetiology (former possible 
outbreaks). Additionally, new evidence was suggested: a systematic evaluation of human cases’ food 
history (regarded as stronger evidence). 

The new version of the report will be sent in October for consultation to the TF and to the ECDC 
Food-borne and Waterborne Disease Network.   

8. Baseline survey analyses – progress reports 
Frank Boelaert gave a general overview on the state of progress of the baseline survey analyses. 
Details were presented on the planning of the analyses, the activity of the WGs and the timelines for 
the report publication. Two reports will be prepared on Salmonella in breeding pigs as well as for 
MRSA in breeding pigs: part A on pathogen prevalence and part B on risk factors. As for the survey 
on Campylobacter in broiler batches and Salmonella and Campylobacter in broiler carcasses, the WG 
will prepare one report A (prevalence for both Salmonella and Campylobacter) and two reports B 
(one on risk factors for Salmonella and another on risk factors for Campylobacter). 

8a. WG Campylobacter and Salmonella in broilers and broiler meat 
Frank Boelaert gave a general overview on the aim, expected outcome and state of progress of the 
analysis. The problems faced during the validation period were also presented. He emphasised the 
deliverables included in reports A and B and informed the meeting that in report B the correlation 
between detection and enumeration of Campylobacter in broiler carcasses will be discussed in-depth.   

8b. WG on Salmonella in breeding pigs 
Giusi Amore gave a presentation on the state of progress of the draft report A. Objectives, target 
population, data validated, outcome variables, and analytical process were described. The 
classification of the Salmonella 4,[5],12:i:- (named monophasic Typhimurium) was discussed and 
MSs were asked for clarifications on the reporting this serovar.  
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The report A on Salmonella in breeding pigs will be sent for consultation to the TF by the end of 
October 2009 and next published by the end of November 2009. 

8c. WG on MRSA in breeding pigs  
Pierre-Alexandre Belœil presented the draft report with details on the objectives, survey design and 
methods for statistical analysis. It was clarified that the consumption of antimicrobials will not be 
discussed in the report as this data is not available in all MSs.  

A brief overview was given on the preliminary results: validated data, anonymous MRSA prevalence 
and Spa-type distribution with particular attention to the ST398 type (the most prevalent lineage). 
Data were presented separately for breeding holdings and production holdings.  

The Chair informed the TF that the MRSA report will be published on 16 November 2009 together 
with a press release, for which MSs will be consulted. MSs were invited not to publish data before the 
EFSA report publication. 

9. Progress report from the WG on the statistical analysis of temporal and spatial trends of 
zoonotic agents in animals and food 

Alessandro Mannelli gave an overview on the second part of the report on the statistical analysis of 
temporal and spatial trends. This second part focuses on trend analyses performed using software 
other than SAS. Further development will include GIS and spatial analysis, for which case studies 
will be developed on data provided from Austria and the Veneto region (Italy). MSs were invited to 
discuss the report internally with the statisticians. The final report should be endorsed by the end of 
2009.  

10. Discussion on the revision of the manual of reporting of zoonoses and antimicrobial 
resistance data in the framework of Directive 2003/99/EC 

Pia Mäkelä informed the TF that the manual for the reporting of zoonoses and antimicrobial 
resistance data, as well as the manual for FBO reporting, will be updated according to changes to the 
application. 

The manual will be updated for the reporting of serovars for VTEC strains and biotypes for Yersinia 
isolates. 

As for the reporting on the Salmonella control programme in laying hens, some issues were raised to 
be taken into account: the distinction between holdings with more than 1,000 animals and those with 
less than 1,000 animals; the calculation of the number of flocks at national level; and the presence by 
default of the requested categories in the reporting tables. A new proposal will be prepared and 
discussed with the Commission. MSs were invited to send additional comments by 16 October 2009. 
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11. Discussion on the revision of the Zoonoses reporting web application for 2009 data – 
questionnaire regarding the web reporting  

Fabrizio Abbinante showed the changes to the Zoonoses Web Application, which will be launched by 
the end of March 2010. The modifications to the antimicrobial and prevalence tables were shown, in 
particular for the tables Salmonella in Gallus gallus and Salmonella in Other Poultry, as well as the 
new functionalities implemented in the system. TF members were also informed that a new XML 
schema will be produced. 

Some specific issues were raised by MSs: missing text form for describing the control programme on 
feedingstuffs; the harmonisation of the control programme reporting to both EC and EFSA; the 
separation between the reporting for layer holdings with more than and less than 1,000 animals 
(categories to be added to the pick list); hidden information in the FBO pdf forms (serovars for 
Salmonella). 

EFSA will try to solve some of the aforementioned issues and will report back on their feasibility for 
2010 at the next Task Force Meeting. 

A questionnaire for the use of XML standards in the zoonoses reporting system will be sent in 
October to the MSs. 

12. Information on the development of GIS and data warehouse projects for zoonoses data 
Fabrizio Abbinante gave an overview on the Data Warehouse (DWH) pilot explaining its structure 
and functionalities. He also gave an update on the status of the DWH survey launched in September 
2009 by EFSA. It was clarified that harmonisation in the DWH consists of data normalisation and 
harmonisation between the different reporting years and that possible amendments to the dataset 
should still be necessary in the Zoonoses repository. In principle, most of the TF were in favour of 
this new tool, on condition that clear rules on DWH access are defined. 

13. Grant and contract projects  

13a. Reporting and monitoring of Trichinella, Echinococcus and other parasites 
Pia Mäkelä presented the state of progress of this grant: three of the reports are almost finalised. As 
for the Trichinella report, some issues are still pending discussion with the Commission. 

13b. Reporting and monitoring of rabies and Q fever 

Pierre-Alexandre Belœil summarised the state of progress of this project which is going well. 
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13c. Survey methods for pathogens in food 
Annemarie Käsbohrer (BfR) summarised the objectives, project framework and scientific workflow 
of the project, with details on the project team and work packages. The questionnaire analysis was 
also briefly presented. An advanced draft report will be presented and discussed at the scientific 
workshop with some invited experts, to be held in Berlin on 6 November 2009.  

13d. Review of historical antimicrobial resistance data 
Hanne-Dorthe Emborg (DTU) gave a short overview on the analyses of antimicrobial resistance data 
from 2004 to 2007, explaining the data types covered and its characteristics. She also presented the 
problems faced during the data analyses: difficulties in the evaluation of AMR along the food chain 
for some pathogens (i.e. Salmonella); and use of different break points and different analytical 
methods by the MSs. The report will be published as a Community Summary report in November. 

13e. Analyses of Salmonella serovar data and source attribution analyses 
Frank Boelaert summarised the project progress. As the contractor did not obtain human data, only 
food and animal data will be included in the analysis. The deadline should be postponed to the 
beginning of next year, considering that data from the baseline study on Salmonella in broiler meat 
(included in the project) is still to be published. 

14. Next meeting 
The next TF meeting will take place on 14 December 2009 in Stockholm. The TF was informed about 
the antimicrobial resistance seminar to be organised back-to-back with the TF meeting on 
15 December by the Swedish Royal Academy for Agriculture.  

15. Other business 

Pia Mäkelä invited the TF members to volunteer for a presentation at the next TF meeting. 

Pia Mäkelä informed that an external review is being performed for two zoonoses reports: “Report of 
the Task Force on Zoonoses Data Collection on the Analysis of the baseline survey on the prevalence 
of Salmonella in turkey flocks, in the EU, 2006-2007: Part B: factors related to Salmonella flock 
prevalence and distribution of Salmonella serovars” and “Proposed technical specifications for a 
survey on Listeria monocytogenes in selected categories of ready-to-eat food at retail in the EU”. 

Frank Boelaert informed the TF members of an internal project on the evaluation of Salmonella data 
in breeders and laying hens; MSs will be asked by e-mail to provide the relevant datasets on a 
voluntary basis.  

 


