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EFSA 
European Food Safety Authority 
 
 
 

Brussels, 15 February 2005   
 
 

TASK FORCE ON ZOONOSES DATA COLLECTION 
 

MINUTES OF THE 2. MEETING  
Held in Brussels on 8 February 2005 

 
 
AGENDA: 
 

1. Adoption of the minutes of the Task Force meeting on 16.12.2004 
2. Discussion on the draft reports of EFSA working groups 
3. Update on the construction of EFSA’s electronic web-based reporting system and the 

database  
4. Information of new working groups to be set up 
5. Draft plan for the integration of human data on zoonoses provided through the Community 

Networks with the data on zoonoses collected under Directive 2003/99/EC   
6. Presentation of EFSA’s Zoonoses Collaboration Centre  
7. Any other business 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS: 
 
Members and other national or Commission representatives: 
Peter Much (Austria),  Luc Vanholme (Belgium), Christodoulos Pipis (Cyprus), Petr Satran 
(Czech Republic), Piret Priisalu (Estonia), Niina Tammiranta (Finland), Pierre-Alexandre Beloeil 
(France), Matthias Hartung (Germany), Dimitris Vourvidis (Greece), Toth Balazs (Hungary), 
Alma Dudgeon (Ireland), Anne Cummins (Ireland),  Paolo Calistri (Italy), Antonia Ricci (Italy), 
Nicole Werner-Keiss (Latvia), Vaidas Kiudulas (Lithuania), Joseph Schon (Luxembourg), 
Quentin Lawson (Malta), Rob van Oosterom (the Netherlands), Stasja Valkenburgh (the 
Netherlands), Merete Hofshagen (Norway), Jacek Osek (Poland), Madalena Bettencourt 
(Portugal), Milos Juras (Slovak Republic), Katica Florjanc (Slovenia),  José Luis Paramio Lucas 
(Spain),   Micaela Garcia Tejedor (Spain), Sofia Boqvist (Sweden),  Harry Bailie (the United 
Kingdom), Birgitte Borck (ZCC),  Jean-Charles Cavitte (the Commission, DG SANCO), Sarolta 
Idei (the Commission, DG SANCO), Stephan Bronzwaer (the Commission, DG SANCO),  Lordes 
Llorens Abando (the Commission, EUROSTAT) 
   
Observers:  
Katrin Schmidt (WHO), Dewan Sibartie (OIE), Annemarie Käsbohrer (private expert) 
 
EFSA: 
Pia Mäkelä, Frank Boelaert, Hubert Deluyker (Science), Bertrand De Baenst  (Information 
Technology) 
Martine Lartigue (Administrative staff) 
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MINUTES: 
 

1. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE TASK FORCE MEETING ON 16.12.2004 

Two members commented on the draft minutes and their comments were taken aboard in the 
revision 1 of the minutes. No additional comments were received and the minutes as they 
stand in revision 1 were adopted. The minutes will be placed on the EFSA web site. The 
members also agreed on placing the list of the Task Force members and observers on the 
web without information on the coordinates. 

 

2. DISCUSSION ON THE DRAFT REPORTS OF EFSA WORKING GROUPS 

The draft reports of the two working groups - the Working Group on Zoonoses Report and 
the Working Group on Zoonoses Reporting Tables and Manual - were tabled for preliminary 
discussion and comments. The working groups will consider these comments while 
finalizing the reports.  

Both reports were well received. The main comments on the draft report of the Working 
Group on Zoonoses Report concerned the need to separate results from targeted and 
random monitoring and the publication of the reports referred to in Article 9(1) of the 
Zoonoses Directive.  The comments on the draft report of the Working Group on Zoonoses 
Reporting Tables and Manual concentrated mainly on the harmonisation approach proposed. 
The content of the H2 level of harmonisation was regarded as unclear and practical examples 
were requested. Some clarification was also requested regarding how the parts of the 
monitoring not specifically mentioned in the report would be covered.  The recommendation 
to continue implementing the protocols of the Salmonella baseline studies was also 
discussed. Some members suggested that the reports of the two working groups should be 
later merged into one report. The members were invited to send further comments on the 
reports by e-mail by 11 February 2005. 
 
It was agreed to submit the finalised reports of the Working Groups to the Task Force for 
discussion and final adoption. The Commission wishes to be formally consulted on the 
reports.  
 

3. UPDATE ON THE CONSTRUCTION OF EFSA’S ELECTRONIC WEB-BASED REPORTING 
SYSTEM AND THE DATABASE  

EFSA received comments on the screens of the prototype 1 of the reporting system from 8 
members. Mr De Baenst gave an update on the current status of the system and how the 
comments are to be taken into account. The users will be able to enter comments on the 
tables and to know if data has already been entered in the tables. The copying of the tables 
within the system will not be possible this year, but it will most likely be available in version 
2 system, which will be launched in 2006. This year, instead, the addition of extra rows and 
columns should compensate the need to copy the tables. EFSA is working on pick-up lists for 
the wizards to be used when adding new rows or columns. These pick-up lists will cover 
foodstuffs, animal species, feedingstuffs, zoonotic agents and antimicrobials. The list will be 
sent to the Task Force for comments. A validation procedure for entries of new zoonotic 
agents and antimicrobials will be created. For foodstuffs, feedingstuffs and animal species a 
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notification procedure will be used. The numbering of the tables was agreed to keep the same 
as the current numbering of the excel tables. The version 2 system will offer a possibility to 
copy the old templates and tables selectively. Further comments on the screens of the 
prototype 1 are still welcome.  
 
The 2nd freezing date of the national data sets was agreed to be 1st July 2005. After this date 
only minor amendments and updates to the information to be included in the annual 
Summary Report will be accepted. Totally new data sets entered after this deadline will be 
included in next year’s Summary Report. The Commission and EFSA will further discuss 
which version of the Article 9(1) reports should be published. ZCC proposed to prepare a 
ranking list for the subjects to be preferably entered first in the reporting system. 
 
EFSA will send a formal letter to the members concerning the nomination of the reporting 
officer. The information should be submitted by the end of March. 
 
A training day for the reporting officers will take place on 21st April 2005. The countries, 
which volunteered to test prototype 2, will be trained on 4th April 2005. The date of the web 
training conference will be agreed later. EFSA offered to assist the Member States in the 
training of the national reporters by promising to give a presentation in national training days. 
However, due to financial and time constraints EFSA will not be able to provide this service to 
all the Member States, and therefore the focus will be on countries which are expecting to 
have major difficulties in meeting the deadlines set for sending the Article 9(1) report. 
Joint training days between countries would be appreciated. Member States wishing to use this 
offer should send an official request to Dr. Herman Koëter in EFSA.  EFSA promised to 
provide all countries with a training package to be used at the national level.  
 

4. INFORMATION OF NEW WORKING GROUPS TO BE SET UP 

EFSA is planning to set up three new working groups, whose mandates were presented. The 
Working Group on the Analysis of the Salmonella Baseline Study in laying hens will assist 
EFSA in its task to analyse the results of the study and, in particular, to define the questions 
to be addressed. The Working Group on Guidelines for Prevalence Surveys of Zoonotic 
Agents will consider elements to be included in a survey protocol.  The Working Group on 
the Revision of Reporting Manual will contribute to the development of the manual. 
Members and observers were asked to suggest eligible candidates for the working groups by 
18 February 2005 at the latest.  
 

5. DRAFT PLAN FOR THE INTEGRATION OF HUMAN DATA ON ZOONOSES PROVIDED 
THROUGH THE COMMUNITY NETWORKS WITH THE DATA ON ZOONOSES 
COLLECTED UNDER DIRECTIVE 2003/99/EC   

Stephan Bronzwaer informed the Task Force about the draft plan and the current 
developments in the Communicable Disease Network and the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control. The members and observers are invited to comment on the draft 
plan before the end of February.   
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6. PRESENTATION OF EFSA’S ZOONOSES COLLABORATION CENTRE  

Birgitte Borck gave a presentation on the Danish Institute for Food and Veterinary Research 
and its plans to carry out the tasks of EFSA’s Zoonoses Collaboration Centre. 

 

7. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

The next meeting of the Task Force is likely to take place on 22 April 2005, following the 
training day for reporting officers. 


