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MINUTES OF THE 26th PLENARY MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL 
ON PLANT PROTECTION PRODUCTS AND THEIR RESIDUES 

held in Parma on 18–19 April 2007 
 

(adopted by written procedure on 11 May 2007) 
 

# Agenda 
1.  Adoption of the agenda, apologies for absence, declaration of interests 

2.  Adoption of the opinion on the acute dietary exposure of pesticide residues in fruit and 
vegetables 

3.  Presentation of the draft opinion on MRL for dieldrin 

4.  Presentation of the draft opinion of the revision of the Guidance Document on risk 
assessment for birds and mammals 

5.  Presentation of the draft opinion on cumulative risk assessment of pesticides in human 
health 

6.  Presentation of the draft opinion on FOCUS air report 
 

7.  
Presentation of the draft opinion on the new request on the default Q10 value used to 
describe the temperature effect on transformation rates of pesticides in soil 
 

8.  Discussion on future requests and Guidance Documents 

9.  Miscellaneous 

 
PARTICIPANTS 

Members of the PPR Panel 

Mr. J. BOESTEN, Ms. C. BOLOGNESI, Mr. A. BOOBIS, Mr. A. BUCHERT, Mr. E. CAPRI, 
Mr. D. COGGON, Mr. A. HARDY (Chairman), Mr. A. HART, Mr. H. KÖPP, Mr. M. LIESS, 
Mr. R. LUTTIK, Mr. O. MEYER, Ms. S. MICHAELIDOU-CANNA, Mr. M. MONTFORTS (on 
18th April only), Mr. M. MÜLLER, Ms. B. OSSENDORP, Mr. W. STEURBAUT, Ms. M. 
TASHEVA, Ms. C. VLEMINCKX. 

APOLOGIES 

Mr. D. BARCELLO-CUILLERES, Mr. A. MORETTO  

and X. PAVARD (DG SANCO O3)  
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EFSA 

PPR Panel secretariat: Ms. M. DUNIER-THOMANN, Ms. C. FÜLL, Mr. B. BERGER, Mr. 
M. EGSMOSE, Ms. PERCIVALDI and Ms. G. BOSCHETTO. 

______________________________________________________________________ 

1. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE, DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

The agenda was adopted. An interest was declared by A. Hart as new research funding has 
been received from PSD-UK for development of ecotoxicological risk assessment on birds and 
mammals.  

2. ADOPTION OF THE OPINION ON THE ACUTE DIETARY EXPOSURE OF PESTICIDE RESIDUES IN 
FRUIT AND VEGETABLES  

The Commission has asked the PPR Panel: (1) How conservative is the IESTI equation with 
respect to the percentage of the total European population protected? (2) What is the sensitivity 
- in terms of probability of exceeding the ARfD - to variation and uncertainty in each of the 
parameters of the IESTI model? and (3) How does replacing HR with other estimates of highest 
residues, e.g. the MRL (determined either using the EU method –Rber, Rmax-, or an alternative 
statistical method as the lognormal distribution recently proposed by NAFTA), affect the 
outcome of the equation? 

The opinion had been discussed at ten Working Group meetings since September 2006 and a 
final draft had been circulated to the members of the PPR Panel previous to the plenary 
meeting. The rapporteur presented that most recent draft, and also explained the amendments 
and modifications done by the Residue Working Group on 17/18 th April. 

The Panel then discussed the opinion in more detail and agreed on a series of editorial 
modifications, explanatory text to add (e.g. on the GEMS food database, the exact meaning of 
“frequency” in the opinion, improvements of the presentations of Tables and Figures), and other 
changes. Main discussion items were how best to demonstrate that calculations are done for the 
“entire population” and “consumers only”, the choice of the selected pesticides and the reliability 
of the limited duplicate diet studies in comparison with calculations from field trials and 
monitoring data. 

The Panel adopted the opinion with the changes as agreed during the meeting. The rapporteur 
will circulate the opinion to the PPR Panel members for a last editorial check and then finalise 
the opinion, supported by the EFSA secretariat, before publication. 

The chairman then thanked the members of the Working Group Residues, in particular the 
rapporteur, the co-rapporteur and the numerous ad hoc experts, for the tremendous work they 
have done on this opinion. 
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Finally, the PPR Panel expressed its wish that the opinion should be made available in the most 
appropriate form to the participants of the next meeting of the Codex Alimentarius Committee in 
early May in Beijing (China) and mandated the co-rapporteur to give an oral presentation on it 
on behalf of the EFSA PPR Panel at that meeting. 

  

3. PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT OPINION ON MRL FOR DIELDRIN 

The PPR Panel has received a question from the Commission about (1) whether it is appropriate, 
from the available toxicological data, to establish an acute reference dose (ARfD) for dieldrin and 
if so what ARfD should be established, (2) whether a newly proposed MRL will lead to an 
exceedance of that ARfD and the TDI, taking into account all foodstuffs in which dieldrin can be 
found, (3) what percentage of consumers are likely to exceed the TDI, and (4) what are the 
toxicological consequences of exposure exceeding the ARfD and TDI? 

The rapporteurs presented the current draft opinion, which has two parts, one on the MRL and 
the other on the toxicology of dieldrin. The part of the question linked to the MRL had been 
discussed at the WG Residues on 17/18th April, the toxicological aspect was to be discussed at 
the Toxicology Working Group following the plenary meeting. Further discussions would in 
particular be necessary on the results of a literature search that has been carried out on the 
toxicological aspect (to ensure that all available information will be considered in the opinion) and 
the relevance of the endo/exo form of dieldrin as well as photodieldrin. 

The WG Residues has made calculations (1) with the IESTI equation, based on the EFSA 
database and (2) to assess whether the TMDI/PTDI is exceeded. As fish is not included in the 
EFSA database, consumption data have been taken from different WHO diets. It has been 
decided that for question 3 the opinion will focus on vegetables (cucurbits) to correctly reflect the 
intention of the terms of reference. 

 

4. PRESENTATION OF THE  REVISION  OF THE GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON RISK ASSESSMENT FOR 
BIRDS AND MAMMALS 

EFSA has taken over from the Commission the task to update existing and elaborate new 
guidance documents for the implementation of Directive 91/414/EEC. Currently the PPR Panel is 
working on the revision of the Guidance Document on Risk Assessment for Birds and Mammals 
under Council Directive 91/414/EEC (SANCO/4145/2000–final of 25 September 2002).  

The rapporteur gave a brief but comprehensive overview on the ongoing work. Attention was 
brought to the plenary of the usefulness of possible modelling to include all possible routes of 
exposure to birds in the first tier assessment. A Workshop will take place on the 8-11 May 2007 
in Valencia (Spain) to present the state of the art of the revision process and to especially 
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discuss the use of focal species and ecological parameters in risk assessment refinement. About 
50 participants, covering all stakeholders and including 23 Member States have registered. 

The rapporteur also presented a detailed timeline for the further work. The Working Group aims 
at an advanced draft to undergo a public consultation in September–October 2007. The adoption 
of the final Guidance Document is foreseen before the end of 2007.  

 

5. PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT OPINION ON CUMULATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT OF PESTICIDES IN 
HUMAN HEALTH 

To support EFSA to carry our cumulative risk assessment in the future, the PPR Panel has self-
tasked an opinion to evaluate the suitability of existing methodologies and, if appropriate, to 
identify new approaches for assessing cumulative and synergistic risks from pesticides to human 
health in relation to setting MRLs for those pesticides in the framework of Regulation (EC) No. 
336/2995.  

The WG Toxicology has had a first discussion on the structure of this opinion and a first draft has 
been prepared, which would be discussed at the Toxicology Working Group following the plenary 
meeting. This draft also summarises what has been done by other bodies (e.g. international 
organisations, EU Members States and other countries). IPCS has held a workshop on 
cumulative and aggregate risk assessment, although this was not limited to pesticides. The 
outcome of this workshop will feed into the opinion. While the opinion will try to address all critical 
areas, it may not find solutions to all questions, but rather indicate the way forward. 

 

6.  PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT OPINON ON THE FOCUS AIR REPORT  

A self-tasking question from EFSA PRAPeR Unit was sent to the Panel for comment on the Final 
Report of the FOCUS air Working Group. The rapporteur gave an overview on the ongoing work. 
The opinion will provide a critical review of the report with suggestions for improvement including 
the scientific merits of the arguments, particularly from the perspective of Risk Assessment. The 
WG with the invited ad hoc experts met on the 16/17 th April to discuss comments and formulate 
opinions and recommendations to advance the work for the next WG meeting on the 29/30 th 
May. The adoption of this opinion is foreseen during the PPR Panel meeting on 3/4 July 2007. 
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7.  PRESENTATION OF THE DRAFT OPINION ON THE NEW REQUEST ON THE DEFAULT Q10 VALUE 
USED TO DESCRIBE THE TEMPERATURE EFFECT ON TRANSFORMATION RATES OF PESTICIDES IN 
SOIL 

The rapporteur gave an overview on the ongoing work. This is a self-tasking question from the 
PPR panel with the purpose of establishing a default Q10 value in the light of the additional 
studies from the EFSA PRAPeR unit, papers retrieved from an open literature search by EFSA 
and the working group in addition to papers provided by ECPA. The general importance of 
transparency which should be considered by the Working Group for the presentation of this and 
other opinions was discussed. The WG with the invited ad hoc experts met on the 17 and 18th 
April and the acceptance criteria for inclusion of studies and the methodology were discussed. A 
new WG meeting is scheduled for the 31th May. The adoption of the opinion is targeted for the 
next PPR Panel plenary meeting in July. 

 

8. DISCUSSION ON FUTURE REQUESTS AND GUIDANCE DOCUMENTS 

Due to lack of time, the discussion on expected new questions and Guidance Documents was 
postponed until the next plenary meeting. 

  

9. MISCELLANEOUS 

Due to the full program and lack of time for presentation the chairman together with the EFSA 
secretariat will send out a note to the Panel members. 

 

The PPR Plenary meeting scheduled for 30-31 May 2007 will be cancelled as no opinions are 
planned for adoption. The Working Group meetings will take place as scheduled that week.  

 

The next PPR Plenary meeting will be on 3rd and 4th of July 2007 starting at 14h. 

  

 

 


