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Background information:  
 
This seminar was organised as a part of EFSA Pre-Accession Programme 2009-2010 for 
Candidate and Potential Candidate Countries*.  
 
The overall objective of the Programme is to promote the understanding of EFSA’s work, share 
expertise and create information exchange mechanisms in order to ensure that the national 
authorities of the beneficiary countries can participate effectively in the activities of EFSA both 
prior to accession and following accession to the EU.  
 
The participation in this Programme may contribute to the beneficiaries in familiarising 
themselves with the EU policies and working methods particularly focusing on “from field to plate” 
integrated approach to food safety. 
 
 
Relevance of the Seminar to objectives of the Programme: 
 

• The seminar provided the participants with an overall knowledge on the role of EFSA in 
the area of risk assessment and harmonisation of risk assessment methodologies. 

 
• In particular the new initiative in the area of harmonisation of quantitative and qualitative 

risk assessment methods and the development of new risk assessment approaches was 
explained. 

 
• Experts from the EU Member States presented their approaches in the respected area 

sharing the Member State’s views on the importance of scientific cooperation when data 
collection is in question.  

 
• This seminar provided a starting point for networking and creation of information 

exchange systems as the first step in preparation of the beneficiaries for their future 
participation in the EFSA networks. 

 
 
Participants:  
 
40 participants attended the meeting (20 participants from the Former Yugoslav Republic of 
Macedonia and 20 participants from Croatia) representing competent ministries on national and 
regional level, food authorities, research institutes and universities.  
 
Detailed list of participants and speakers enclosed as an Annex 1. 
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Detailed Report: 
 
Day I (14 September 2009) 
 
The seminar started with the welcome speech by Mrs. Zorica Jurković, Executive Director of 
Croatian Food Agency. Mrs. Jurković informed that this seminar’s topic was of high importance 
for the work of Croatian Food Agency as they are developing their risk assessment models. She 
expressed great satisfaction regarding the previous collaboration between Croatian Food Agency 
and EFSA and shared her hopes on successful future continuation. 
  
Mr. Goran Kumrić, Policy Officer, Legal and Policy Affairs Unit in EFSA delivered a speech on 
EFSA work and present activities. Firstly, a brief overview on EFSA’s role within the EU Food 
Safety System followed by explanation on the EU food safety structure including division of tasks 
concerning the risk assessment, risk management and risk communication. The relationship 
between EFSA and other EU institutions involved was also clarified. The speaker explained the 
Scientific Cooperation with an accent on the Expert Database. Experts from Croatia and the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia were encouraged to apply to the EFSA Expert 
Database. The work of EFSA within the EU Enlargement as well as the European Neighbourhood 
Policy programme was clarified. 
 
Mrs. Marina Popovska-Domazetova, director of the Food Directorate under the Ministry of Health, 
presented the Food Safety System in the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia putting an 
accent on the Food Directorate’s structure. The Directorate comprises the Food Standards, the 
Food Control and the Risk Analysis departments. The speaker briefly explained the Legislative 
framework, Inspection system and activities of laboratories in her country. Mr. Viktor Arsov, 
Expert Associate in Food Directorate explained organizational chart of Ministry of Health in 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia with an emphasis on the Risk Analysis Department. The 
tasks of Risk Assessment Unit and sources of scientific information they use were briefly 
explained. The expert clarified the national food safety database and explained the process of 
classification of data collected from laboratories on microbiological, chemical and physical agents 
found in food sampled by food inspectors during official control. The risk assessment approaches 
were explained as well. 
 
Mr. Philippe Verger, Head of Research Unit on Food Risk Analysis Methodologies at National 
Institute for Agricultural Research in Paris, Member of EFSA CONTAM Panel, gave a 
presentation on the Food Consumption Data Collection in France. The food consumption data 
collection procedure together with the recommended methods were explained. The integration of 
food consumption data into the national risk analysis system and the EFSA food consumption 
database was clarified. The EFSA concise database aggregates data for consumers and the 
whole population. The first data available in the EFSA comprehensive database will be available 
in 2010. Representatives from the two Candidate Countries asked questions regarding the 
methodology used in France. The experts were interested in learning more about pragmatic 
methods of data collection.  
 
Dr. Jane Richardson, Database manager in Assessment Methodology Unit at EFSA. The speaker 
explained data collection, validation and warehousing with a focus on the standard data model for 
analytical measurements in food and feed. The principles and key elements of standard data 
model were briefly presented. In order to perform a risk assessment it is necessary to combine 
data from different sources of data collection (food consumption, food contaminants and food 
compositition). Participants appreciated many practical examples presented by the speaker. 
 
The last presentation of the first day of the seminar entitled as “News from DG Enlargement: 
Update on the Pre-Accession Programmes” was given by Mr. Henk Visser, DG Enlargement, 
European Commission. The speaker explained the scope and components of the Instrument for 
Pre-Accession Assistance. Three levels of IPA implementation were clarified and the Multi- 
annual Indicative Financial Framework was explained. The speaker announced the upcoming 
high level event taking place in Lisbon in November 2009 bringing all the EU Agencies and all the 
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IPA beneficiary countries together. Reference was also made to the different European Agencies 
and to what type of support and activities they carry out.  
 
Day II (15 September 2009) 
 
The second day of the seminar started with presentation by Mrs. Andrea Gross Bošković, Head 
of Risk Assessment Unit in the Croatian Food Agency who offered a short explanation on Food 
safety System in Croatia. The speaker also presented the current structure and main activities of 
Croatian Food Agency (HAH) with an accent on its scientific opinions. HAH delivers scientific 
opinions on the request from the Competent authority, at its own initiative or on the request of 
other institutions or interested parties applying through the competent authority. The scientific 
opinions and recommendations delivered by HAH on the request from the Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Rural Development and the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare were presented. 
The Scientific opinions and recommendations published under the self-tasking component were 
presented as well. Mrs. Martina Mikrut, External Associate in Croatian Food Agency gave a 
presentation on results of Croatian Food Agency research on general perception of food safety, 
food quality and food control in Croatia. 
 
Dr. Billy Amzal, Deputy Head of Assessment Methodology Unit in EFSA informed participants on 
“Statistics: extracting knowledge from data”. The speaker gave a detailed explanation on how to 
handle data intricacy and how to account for complex reality. The Ex:EU-wide baseline surveys 
were explained as well. At the end of presentation, the speaker gave one case study on Science-
based determination of a Tolerable Daily Intake for Cadmium in Food. Participants from the 
Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Croatia were interested in the case study and 
asked questions about cost of the study and the time needed. They also asked about 
harmonisations of approaches between EU countries. 
 
The programme continued with presentation by Mrs. Antonia Ricci, Head of National Reference 
Laboratory for Salmonella, Padua, Italy, member of EFSA BIOHAZ Panel, former member of 
EFSA Task Force of Zoonoses Data Collection who gave the presentation on cooperation with 
the Member States in the area of Zoonoses Data Collection. The speaker also explained data 
collection and analyses on Zoonoses in EFSA with an accent on the Community Summary 
Report on Zoonoses, Zoonotic agents, Antimicrobial Resistance and Foodborne outbreaks in EU. 
The participants showed high interest in the results of an ongoing EFSA survey on 
Campylobacter. 
 
The last presentation of the seminar entitled as “Risk assessment: use the information available 
to support decision” was given by Dr. Billy Amzal. The speaker briefly explained the correlation 
between Risk assessment, Risk management and Risk communication. The work of Assessment 
Methodology Unit (AMU) and difference between Qualitative and Quantitative Risk assessment 
was clarified. The speakers reiterated that Qualitative Risk Assessment is based on literature, 
brainstorming and interviews and it visualizes possible pathways. Quantitative risk assessment 
assesses the probability of a risk. It provides most objective assessment given the data available. 
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Conclusions: 
 
This seminar gave a solid platform for exchange of views and experiences between the 
representatives form the two beneficiary countries, EFSA and the Member States. The 
participants took an active part in discussions on the different topics related to the Risk 
Assessment Methodology.  
 
The participants were informed about and encouraged to apply for the EFSA Expert Database.  
 
Representatives from Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia presented the 
state of art in the Risk Assessment Methodology in their countries, explained the structure of the 
food safety system, presented the scientific activities and the difficulties they are facing. Based on 
the presentations it was evident that they still need to finalize the implementation of the risk 
assessment models.  
 
The contacts established during the seminar together with the gained knowledge will help EFSA 
in planning of future cooperation with the two countries under the Pre-Accession Programme.  
 
In the conclusions Dr. Amzal reiterated that scientific cooperation in the field of data collection 
and the harmonisation of risk assessment methodologies is essential as from the technical point 
of view all the risk assessors are still facing similar difficulties.  
 
Participation in this seminar has a potential multiplier effect on integration of the Candidate 
Countries in EFSA networks such as the Expert Group on Food Consumption Data, the Expert 
Group on Chemical Occurrence Data, the BSE/TSE Contact Points Network as well as the Task 
Force on Zoonoses Data Collection.  
 
The aim of participation in such EFSA Networks is to help the beneficiaries in adjusting the data 
collection approaches in their countries to the one recognised by the EU Member States and 
EFSA.  
 
The contacts established between participants and EFSA representatives and Member States’ 
experts during the seminar will provide a starting point for possible future information exchange 
and collaboration.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Results of satisfaction survey:     
 

39 out of 40 participants answered to the survey. Hotel facilities including meeting room were considered as excellent 
by the majority of the participants (97%). Presentation skills of the speakers (72%), the content of speeches (64%) as 
well as responsiveness to the questions (58%) were on the highest level. 89 % of the participants found presentations 
being on the right level and 95 % of participants felt they had enough opportunity to express their opinion. The 
participants considered that this seminar was an excellent (33%) or very good (51%) opportunity for improving their 
knowledge on this topic. Additional topics they would like to see addressed in the future seminars include nutrition, 
health claims, emerging risk, nanotechnology, allergies, food contact materials, and HACCP. 41% of participants found 
the overall value of the seminar as very good while  54 % considered it as excellent. 
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ANNEX 1 
 

Seminar on Risk assessment methodology 
Dubrovnik, 14-15 September 2009 

 

Participant list 
Speakers 

o AMZAL Billy, Epidemiologist, Deputy Head of Assessment Methodology Unit, EFSA 

o ARSOV, Viktor, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health, The Former Yugoslav Republic of 

Macedonia 

o JURKOVIĆ Zorica, Executive Director of Croatian Food Agency 

o KUMRIC Goran, Policy Officer, Legal and Policy Affairs Unit, EFSA 

o POPOVSKA-DOMAZETOVA Marina, Director of Food Directorate, Ministry of Health, 

The Former Yogoslav Republic of Macedonia 

o RICCI Antonia, Head of National Reference Laboratory for Salmonella, Istituto 

Zooprofilattico delle Venezie, member of EFSA BIOHAZ Panel, former member of EFSA 

Task Force on Zoonoses Data Collection 

o RICHARDSON Jane, Database manager, Assessment Methodology Unit, EFSA 

o VERGER Philippe, Head of Research Unit on Food Risk Analysis Methodologies, 

National Institute of Agricultural Research, Paris, France, Member of EFSA CONTAM 

Panel 

o VISSER Henk, DG Enlargment, European Commission 

o SHEYE Finn, Policy Officer & Pre Accession Coordinator, Legal and Policy affairs unit, 

EFSA, the chair of the seminar. 

 

Participants from The Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia 
o AGUSHI, Arsim, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health  

o DAVIDOVSKI, Ratko, Center for Public Health, Tetovo  

o DOGANI, Abdulezel, Veterinary Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Water 

Economy 

o JANEVA, Snezana, Food Directorate,  Ministry of Health 

o JOSIFOVSKI, Marijan, Center for Public Health, Probisti  

o KADRIJA, Kadri, Food Directorate,  Ministry of Health 

o KENDROVSKI, Vladimir, Institute for Public Health Skopje 
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o KOCEVSKA , Mimoza, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health 

o KUSHEVSKA, Sonja, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health 

o MAKAROVSKI, Spiro, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health 

o MANOV, Gligor, Center for  Public Health, Kumanovo 

o MLADENOVA, Valentina, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health,  

o POLOZANI, Aziz, Intitute for Public Health Skopje,  

o RUNTEVSKI, Dejan, Veterinary Directorate, Ministry of Agriculture Forestry and Water 

Economy, 

o SANTA, Dushica, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health,  

o TRAJKOVSKI, Vlado, Center for Public Health Bitola,  

o TRBOGAZOVA, Suzana, Food Directorate,  Ministry of Health,  

o ZDRAVEVA, Marina, Food Directorate, Ministry of Health,  

 

Participants from Croatia 
o Bašić Sandra, Croatian Food Agency 

o Boroš Ksenija, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development 

o Brlek Gorski Diana, Croatian Food Safety 

o Colić Barić Irena, Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology in Zagreb 

o Ćurić Duška, Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology in Zagreb 

o Đugum Jelena, Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Rural Development 

o Gross Bošković Andrea, Croatian Food Agency 

o Hengl Brigita, Croatian Food Agency 

o Ivezić Marija, Faculty of Agriculture in Osijek 

o Knežević Dražen, Croatian Food Agency 

o Lelas Vesna, Faculty of Food Technology and Biotechnology in Zagreb 

o Mikrut Martina, Faculty of Law in Osijek 

o Miloš Sanja, Croatian Food Agency 

o Petrić Jasenka, EFSA Assistant Coordinator 

o Petrović Danijela, Croatian Food Agency 

o Primorac Ljiljana, Faculty of Food Technology in Osijek 

o Šimić Domagoj, Agricultural Institute Osijek 

o Turkalj Jarmila, Croatian Food Agency 

o Valek Marina, Public Health Institute of Osijek 

 

 

 

 
                                                 
 


