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Within the EFSA Pre-Accession Programme 2008 a Study Visit to the UK for representatives from 
Turkish and Croatian competent authorities was organised. A group of 12 experts, 6 from both 
Croatia and Turkey, was invited to visit the Food Standard Agency - FSA and the Department for 
Environment, Food and Rural Affairs - DEFRA in order to learn about how the UK deals with 
Food and Feed Safety. The objective of this study visit was to foster greater understanding 
between the Candidate Countries’ and a member State competent authorities leading to future 
cooperation and harmonisation of technical procedures within the EU.  
 
 
Attending: 
 
 
Croatian Delegation  
Ms. Zorica Jurković – Director of Croatian Food Agency 
Ms. Jarmila Turkalj –  Deputy Director of Croatian Food Agency 
Ms. Andrea Gross – Bošković –  Head of Risk Analysis Office, Croatian Food Agency 
Mr. Dražen Knežević – Expert Associate at Risk Analysis Office, Croatian Food Agency 
Ms. Sanja Miloš – Expert Associate at Risk Analysis Office, Croatian Food Agency 
Ms. Jelena Đugum – Head of Directorate for Food Safety and Quality, Ministry of Agriculture, 
Fisheries and Rural Development 
 
 
Turkish Delegation 
Mr. Beytullah OKAY – MARA, GDPC*– Vice General Director 
Mr. Halis KORKUT – MARA, GDPC – Department on Food and Feed Registration Services 
Ms. Nurseren BUDAK – MARA, GDPC – Codex Division of the Department on Food and Feed 
Registration Services 
Ms. Nilüfer ALTUNBAŞ - MARA, GDPC – Codex Division of the Department on Food and Feed 
Registration Services 
Ms. Özgen Canan OTO – MARA, GDPC – Food Registration Division of the Department on Food 
and Feed Registration Services 
Ms. Emine AYDAR – MARA, GDPC  - Food Registration Division of the Department on Food and 
Feed Registration Services 
                
MARA, GDPC* Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs,  
                         General Directorate for Protection and Control 
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Timetable 
 
Monday 15 September 
Food Standards Agency- FSA 
 

Time  Subject  

9:30 – 10:15 Science and Research/Food Surveys  Alisdair Wotherspoon 
10:15 – 11:00 Food Law Enforcement and Monitoring Data  Tom Murray 
11:00 – 11:15 Tea Break  
11:15 – 12:00 GMOs and Novel Foods  Sandy Lawrie 
12:00 – 12:55 Microbiological Safety of Food/Dairy 

Hygiene   
Geraldine Hoad 
Lucy Foster 

12:55 – 13:35 Lunch   
13:35 – 14:15 Nutrition and Health Claims Noel Griffin 
14:15 – 14:55 General Food Labelling  Stephen Pugh 
14:55 – 15:05 Tea Break  
15:05 – 15:45 Nutrition Labelling  Claire Boville 
15:45 – 16:30 Food Allergy and Intolerance  Dionne Davey 
 
 
Tuesday 16 September   
Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – DEFRA 
 

Time Topic Defra expert 
 

9.00 -10.00 BSE Patrick Burke 
10.00 -11.00 Food chain programme Jane Gregory  
11.00 -12.00 On farm welfare and transport David Pritchard 
12.00 -13.00 Lunch  
13.00 - 14.00 Plant protection products & residues Jon Winfield 
14.00 -15.00 Expenditure and Food Survey   Clare Burgon 
15.00 - 16.00 Beef labelling Chris Standish 
16.00 – 17.00 Salmonella / Campylobacter Lesley Larkin 
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General considerations: 
 
15 September – Food Standards Agency - FSA 
 
According to the programme the first day started with the visit to the Food Standards Agency. The 
representatives of the Candidate Countries competent authorities were welcomed by Mr Oladapo 
Fakoyede, FSA, EU & International Strategy. The time and support provided by Mr. Fakoyede in 
the preparation and during the very visit to FSA was highly appreciated by both delegations. 
  
The first speaker Mr. Alisdair Wotherspoon, Analysis and Research Division, Research Strategy, 
Policy and Coordination presented the overall strategy on science and research and shared FSA 
experiences with food surveys. The speaker explained the cooperation between FSA and the 
Department for Health on dietary and health issues. In order to avoid duplications FSA is closely 
cooperating with DEFRA as well. FSA is appointed as the UK’s EFSA Focal Point on technical 
and scientific matters. 
 
The presentation on Food Law Enforcement and Monitoring System was delivered by Mr. Tom 
Murray, Head of the Local Authorities Liaison Division. FSA is the central competent authority 
responsible for most food and feed law in the UK. FSA is cooperating with DEFRA for what 
concerns animal health and import controls for products of animal origin. The speaker presented 
overall picture of the enforcement and supervision plan as well as the liaison with 469 local 
authorities. FSA provides support for local authorities in training, leaflets and materials such as 
Safer Food Better Business (HACCP), pack and hygiene videos etc. This topic was of great 
interest for both Croatian and Turkish representatives because it dealt with both risk assessment 
and risk management in practice.       
 
Next speaker Mr. Sandy Lawrie, Novel Foods, Additives and Supplements Division, Food 
Supplements, GM labeling and GM/Novel Food Research presented the latest developments in 
the area of GMOs and Novel Foods. The general procedures for placing of GM and Novel Foods 
on the market were presented. The speaker addressed the role of a Member State as well as the 
EFSA procedure for application handling and risk assessment. Technical expertise to FSA on 
those issues is provided by a special Advisory Committee on GMO.          
 
The presentation of FSA role in the area of Microbial Safety of Food and Diary hygiene was 
presented by Ms. Lucy Foster, Microbiological Safety Division, Foodborne Disease Strategy 
Coordination and Ms. Geraldine Hoad, Primary Production Division, Diary Hygiene. The two 
speakers presented institutional cooperation on Microbial Safety issues and stressed that Lysteria 
is a problem they are facing at the moment. Besides informing the consumers about common 
zoonoses they are also dealing with diseases such a Blue Tongue and Avian Flu which are not 
transmissible to humans. An issue of particular interest for the participants was drinking of row 
milk which is common and permitted in UK. In order to increase the knowledge of the primary 
producers FSA has published a guide for a good production practice for farmers.  
  
Next speech on Nutrition and Health Claims was delivered by Mr. Noel Griffin, Nutrition Division. 
Beside a general overview of the FSA activities defined by the Regulation on Health Claims the 
speaker addressed EFSA tasks and responsibilities with the health claim list.  
 
According to the timetable programme was continued with the presentation on General Food 
Labelling by Mr. Stephen Pugh, Labelling, Standards and Allergy Division, Food Labelling and 
Marketing Terms. The speaker presented the general principles of the Directive 2000/13/EC. The 
difficulties they have faced mostly concern misleading labelling.   
 
Ms. Claire Boville, Nutrition Division, Labelling, Promotions and Dietetic Foods, gave a 
presentation on Nutrition labelling. The speaker pointed out that the UK Food Labelling 
Regulations implement European Council Directive 90/496/EEC. Nutrition labelling in the UK is 
voluntary unless a nutrition claim is made or vitamins or minerals are added to the food. Based on 
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the fact that rising levels of obesity in the UK raise serious health concerns, particularly in relation 
to cardiovascular disease, stroke, cancer and type II diabetes FSA started with series of projects 
helping consumers to make healthier choices easier. The “Front of Pack Signpost Labelling” and 
the “Traffic Light Approach” was found to help consumers quickly choose healthier products and 
make comparison between similar products.     
 
The last speech of the first day’s programme was one by Ms. Dionne Davey, Labelling, Standards 
and Allergy Division, on Food Allergy and Intolerance. The FSA’s experience in the area of food 
based allergies and how this issue is been dealt with in UK was presented. The FSA has recently 
published different promotional, educational and awareness raising materials aiming at specific 
target groups like school children as well as restaurant operators.  
 
 
Tuesday 16 September - Department for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs – DEFRA 
 
The delegation of representatives from Turkey and Croatia was welcomed to DEFRA by Mr. Paul 
Little, International Relations, Food & Farming Group. The delegation appreciated a lot Mr. Little’s 
support in organization and coordination of their visit to DEFRA.  
 
The first presentation of the day was on BSE delivered by Mr. Patrick Burke, BSE and Animal By-
Products Division. After a general introduction and historical overview the legislation framework 
and control measures in place were presented. Detailed statistics on sampling and results of 
laboratory analysis were presented showing clearly that implementation of legislation, 
surveillance and severe control resulted in negligible number of positive cases and dramatic 
decline of the BSE epidemic today. The participants asked questions on practical details 
regarding active and passive surveillance, sampling, laboratory analysis, expenses of disposal 
and further research in the BSE.    
 
The next speech on the Food Chain Programme was delivered jointly by Ms. Jane Gregory, Ms. 
Anna Mayne and Ms. Hayley Terlevich. The speakers reported that The Food Chain Programme 
was established in 2007 to achieve a strategic objective of improving a net environmental impact 
of food and farming sector. The programme is identifying products that have a high impact on the 
environment and is working with producers and retailers to reduce the global impact of UK food 
consumption and production where possible. It was emphasized that important part of the 
programme is to look at whether the environmental impacts of food consumption in long term can 
be reduced by influencing consumer behaviour.  
 
The presentation of DEFRA’s involvement in on farm welfare and transport issues was delivered 
by Mr. David Pritchard, Senior Veterinary Consultant, Ms. Rebeca Garcia and Ms. Sophia Rizvi. 
The overall strategy on development of animal welfare in UK was explained. Further to this the 
most recent research results and study cases on animal behaviour were presented. The speakers 
expressed their good will to help the Candidate Countries in strengthening their policies and 
animal welfare systems through European Commission funding like the TAIEX instrument.      
 
The next presentation on Plant protection products and residues was delivered by Mr. Jon 
Winfield, Pesticide Safety Directorate. The speaker reported on the general work of PSD, its 
aims and responsibilities as well as the institutional cooperation within its remit. Among other 
issues participants could learn about the role of PSD in ensuring the safe use of pesticides for 
people and the environment and in harmonization of pesticide regulation within the EU. PSD is 
actively supporting EFSA review of the safety of pesticides on the EU market.       
 
According to the agenda the next speech on Expenditure and Food Survey was delivered by Ms. 
Clare Burgon, Food Statistics Team. The speaker presented how the data on food consumption 
and expenditures are collected and analysed. It was interested to hear about results of survey on 
consumption, expenditure and nutrient intake per person on a weekly basis. It was reported that 
in 2006 an average of £24.28 per person per week was spent on food and drink for the household 
and £11.54 per person per week was spent on food and drink not brought into the home. The 
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representatives from Croatia and Turkey appreciated a lot all the input provided on this topic as in 
both countries similar activities are in the pipeline.  
 
The speech on Beef labelling was delivered by Mr. Chris Standish, Food and Farming Group, 
Beef Labelling Section. After a comprehensive overview of the existing legislation participants 
were informed on the DEFRA’s work in the area of compulsory labelling of fresh, chilled and 
frozen beef for export, labelling of veal, compulsory origin labelling and the Beef Labelling 
Scheme. Participants were keen to know more on the methods for detection of meet maturity as 
well as the control measures in place in the UK. 
 
The last presentation on the agenda was on Salmonella and Campylobacter delivered by Ms. 
Lesley Larkin, Veterinary Advisor. The speaker presented the measures undertaken in order to 
suppress the frequency of specific strains of Salmonella in laying flocks. Comprehensive report 
on monitoring, official sampling, handling of samples, assessment of results and reporting 
procedures was given.         
 
Conclusions: 
 
There were 12 representatives, 6 from Turkey and 6 from Croatia participating in the first study 
visit organized within the Pre-accession programme 2008. The study visit was organized to FSA 
and DEFRA and took place in London, 15-16 September. During the study visit the participants 
were asked to fill in a questionnaire in order to get their input on successfulness of this event in 
order to improve future performance. Presentation skills of the speakers, the content and 
responsiveness to the questions were evaluated with the highest notes. 75 % of the participants 
found presentation being on the right level while all participants felt they had enough opportunity 
to express their opinion and ask questions. 75 % of the participants considered this seminar was 
an excellent opportunity for improving their knowledge on these topics. Additional topics they 
would like to see addressed in the future study visits are related to food data collection, data 
collection of chemical hazards and chemical risk assessment. Additional comments received 
from the participants were in relation to the duration of such visit which should be longer. They 
would like to hear more about relationship between risk assessment and risk management 
bodies in a Member State and especially in a new Member State. Practical application of control 
measures and food safety standards in industry would be appreciated. They would like to see 
the animal welfare and health in practice.  
 

Participants very much valued the input of FSA and DEFRA representatives in general and their 
expertise in particular. According to the results of evaluation questionnaire participants found this 
study tour excellent in general. Representatives from both DEFRA and FSA expressed their 
readiness and openness to provide further help and develop future cooperation with the 
Candidate Countries competent authorities.    
 
 
 
 


