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  LEGAL & ASSURANCE SERVICES 

European Food Safety Authority 
Via Carlo Magno 1A – 43126 Parma, Italy 

Tel. +39 0521 036 111│www.efsa.europa.eu 

 

Assessment of the interests declared pursuant to Article 13(2) of the Rules 
of Procedure of the EFSA Management Board 
The present note provides an assessment on whether the interests newly declared by Board members represent a potential conflict in 

accordance with EFSA’s internal rules and the Board Code of Conduct. Based on this assessment, the Board should reach a conclusion and 

where appropriate recommend a follow-up. 

The following evaluation concerns newly declared interests. The advice takes into account the employment and activities of the member, 

his/her role in the Board and the responsibilities of the Board in view of the fact that, in terms of impact on EFSA’s business, it primarily 

looks at the regularity and legality of EFSA’s processes without entering into the merit of any scientific activity carried out by the other 

bodies of EFSA.  

If an identified conflict that is substantially affecting the work of the Board or EFSA’s reputation is not resolved by the proposed assessment 

and a member of the Board is not fulfilling his/her obligations in relation to independence in such a manner that this is substantially affecting 

the work of the Board, the Board, acting on a two-thirds majority, may ask for his or her replacement1. 

Geronimo Răducu Brănescu 

DoI submission date: 5 January 2022 

New declared interest: None. 

Assessment: Complying with the legal requirement demanding to the members of the Management Board to submit an updated DoI on 

annual basis, Dr. Brănescu confirmed the interests declared in 2021, which the Management Board noted and cleared at the meeting 

held on 25 March 2021. 

 

Georgi Georgiev 

DoI submission date: 18 February 2022 

New declared interest: Grant agreement between EFSA and the Bulgarian Risk Assessment Centre on Food Chain (February 2022). 

Assessment: In application of Article195(f) of the EU Financial Regulations, EFSA invited the organisations represented in the Advisory 

Forum to show interest in the preparation of the “2022 EFSA’s external crisis preparedness exercise”, which consists in the organisation 

 
1 Article 15 of the Rules of Procedure of the Management Board. 



 
 

 
2 

of a workshop aimed at enhancing the collaboration of EFSA with its institutional stakeholders in the area of crisis preparedness and 

response. EFSA carried out a comparative assessment of the interests received from the Advisory Forum and eventually selected the 

Bulgarian Risk Assessment Centre on Food Chain (RACFC). RACFC is led by Prof. Georgiev, who covers the role of Director of that 

organisation. In order to prevent any potential perception of conflict of interest for his double capacity of EFSA Management Board 

member and Director of RACFC, Prof. Georgiev delegated all powers and accountability for the negotiation of the grant agreement with 

EFSA and abstained from being engaged in any contractual related step before the signature of the agreement. At the end of the 

negotiating procedure with EFSA, Prof. Georgiev signed the grant agreement with EFSA in his capacity of legal representative of RACFC. 

It is noted, in addition, that in order to prevent any further potential perception of conflict of interest, Prof. Georgiev has delegated all 

powers and accountability with regard to the implementation of the grant agreement.  

The conclusion of a grant agreement between EFSA and RACFC strictly implements the applicable legal and procedural framework and it 

cannot constitute a conflict of interest. In addition, in application of Article 8(4) and (7) of the EFSA Management Board Code of Conduct, 

Prof. Georgiev has applied sensible mitigating measures to prevent any potential perception of conflict of interest. 

 

Herman Diricks 

DoI submission date: 21 February 2022 

New declared interest: None. 

Assessment: Complying with the legal requirement demanding to the members of the Management Board to submit an updated DoI on 

annual basis, Mr Diricks confirmed the interests declared in 2021, which the Management Board noted and cleared at the meeting held 

on 25 March 2021. 

 

Didier Houssin 

DoI submission date: 22 February 2022 

New declared interest: None. 

Assessment: Complying with the legal requirement demanding to the members of the Management Board to submit an updated DoI on 

annual basis, Prof. Houssin confirmed the interests declared in 2021, which the Management Board noted and cleared at the meeting 

held on 24 June 2021. 

 

 

Annex:  

- Geronimo Răducu Brănescu’s DoI  

- Georgi Georgiev’s DoI 

- Herman Diricks’ DoI 

- Didier Houssin’s DoI 
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