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Minutes 

THIRD MEETING BETWEEN FOCAL POINTS AND EFSA 

PARMA (ITALY), 9-10 SEPTEMBER 2008 
 

Participants 
Chair: Bernhard Berger 

Austria  Johann Steinwider Italy  Luca Busani 

Belgium  Leen Meulenbergs Latvia Dace Santare 

Belgium Maxime Didat Lithuania  Vaiva Briedyte 

Bulgaria  Teri Vrabcheva Luxembourg  Françoise Mori 

Cyprus  Eleni Kakouri Malta Ingrid Busuttil 

Czech Republic  Miroslav Elckner Netherlands  Hub Noteborn 

Denmark Arne Büchert Poland  Iwona Wisnieska 

Estonia Piret Priisalu Portugal  Manuel Barreto Dias  

Finland  Kirsti Savela Romania  Simona Sirbu 

France  Philippe Prigent Slovakia  Katarina Janekova 

Germany  Karin Schlesier Slovenia Blaza Nahtigal 

Greece Stamatina Louka Spain  Cristina Alonso-Andicoberry 

Hungary  Judit Sali Sweden  Leif Busk 

Ireland  Anne-Marie Boland United Kingdom  Alisdair Wotherspoon 
 
Observers and Invitees of the Executive Director  

Norway Danica Grahek-Ogden Switzerland  Judith Beck 
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Staff of the European Food Safety Authority  

Bernhard Berger  

Marzia Bocchia Torben Nilsson 

Stef Bronzwear Saadia Noorani 

Christoph Buller Ilias Papatryfon 

Giovanni Fuga Sérgio Potier Rodeia 

Kerstin Gross-Helmert Ralf Reintjes 

François Monnart Carola Sondermann 

Jeffrey Moon Andras Szoradi 

 

1 WELCOME AND OPENING OF THE MEETING 
Bernhard Berger from EFSA’s Scientific Cooperation Unit (SCO) opened the 3rd Meeting 
between Focal Points (FPs) and EFSA. He expressed his pleasure that representatives 
from all 27 Member States (MSs) as well as from Norway and Switzerland were 
participating at the meeting, and particularly welcomed those participants that attend a 
Focal Point meeting for the first time. 

 

2 ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA AND DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
The agenda was adopted without comments from participants. 

The draft minutes of the 2nd FP Meeting were distributed to FPs in August after inclusion 
of comments from participants. The minutes were approved without comments from 
participants and would be placed on EFSA’s website. Participants were reminded that 
EFSA would need to receive approval of the draft minutes of the 3rd FP Meeting in 
writing by at least two thirds of participants to allow the minutes to be placed on the web 
before the following meeting. 

The Chair stressed the importance of filling in the Declarations of Interest. Participants 
were asked to remind their FP colleagues at home to also fill them in. It was generally 
noted that the group had an interest in the reporting item on the agenda, since FPs are 
financially supported by EFSA, but this was not considered to be a conflict of interest. 
The Chair invited participants to orally declare any conflicts of interest. None were raised. 

Participants were asked if they had any items under Any Other Business (AOB). Three 
items were raised by EFSA, namely: 1) feedback on questionnaires (harmonisation of 
risk assessment and Classical Swine Fever), 2) feedback on the Food Consumption 
Database, and 3) the review of the Strategy for Cooperation and Networking. 
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3 REPORTING 
The reporting of FP activities and finances was a requirement laid down in the FP 
Agreement. SCO had developed a reporting template together with the Administration 
Department to help FPs by facilitating the reporting process. The template contained 
three parts: 1) description of tasks; 2) statement of resources used (HR and finances); and 
3) comments from FP. The deadline for sending the FP reports to SCO was 1 October 
2008. SCO had been invited to present a summary report on FP activities and finances to 
the Advisory Forum (AF) in November. 

Kerstin Gross-Helmert from SCO introduced part 1 of the report, which listed the tasks 
given in the FP Agreements and activities under each task. The financial part of the report 
was explained by François Monnart, Head of EFSA’s Finance Unit. He stressed that the 
costs indicated in the report had to be related to the tasks listed in the FP Agreement. The 
reporting periods for both parts were clarified.  

An extensive question-and-answer session followed where participants were invited to 
address any questions they had regarding reporting. During the discussion it was 
emphasised that a structured reporting would support the AF in its decision-making on 
the extension of the FP agreements. It was further stressed that the work of the FPs have 
and will make a difference to national authorities and that if all parties wanted to fully 
benefit from the newly established FP system, the FP Agreements should run for more 
than one year at a time, best 3-5 years. 

Action 1: FPs to submit their FP reports to SCO (scientific.cooperation@efsa.europa.eu) 
as soon as possible and on 1 October 2008 at the latest. 

 

4 RELEVANT ISSUES FROM THE ADVISORY FORUM MEETING  
Torben Nilsson, Team Leader Advisory Forum of the Scientific Committee & Advisory 
Forum Unit, informed participants of relevant issues from the AF Meeting held on 12-13 
June 2008 in Norway: 

• EFSA’s draft Management Plan for 2009 was discussed. MSs were invited to share 
any additional comments on the plan and information on their top priorities for 2009. 
National strategic plans should be sent to EFSA via the AF Members or the FPs and 
would be available on the Information Exchange Platform (IEP). 

• Each ESCO Working Group should provide a status report to EFSA’s Executive 
Director by the end of September 2008. 

• The review of the Strategy for Cooperation and Networking was announced. EFSA 
would provide an overview of activities and share the draft questionnaire with the AF 
members for comments. 

• The possibility to nominate institutions for the Article 36 List was announced. 
Deadline was 30 September 2008. 
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• A need was identified to strengthen the collaboration between EFSA and MSs in 
cases of a food crisis. As a follow-up of the crisis exercise at the AF Meeting in April 
2008 the revised crisis handling procedures were being finalised.  

• A meeting of national aspartame experts was being organised for early 2009. The 
mandate had been adopted and would be available online soon. EFSA would ask for 
nominations of participants via the AF Members. 

• AF meeting dates and venues for 2009 were presented at the AF Meeting. 

Participants were informed that the minutes of this meeting were available on EFSA’s 
webpages. 

 

5 COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES 
Christoph Buller, Head of Public Information and Events Unit of the Communications 
Directorate, informed participants about EFSA’s recent and planned communications 
activities.  

• It was envisaged to cross-link between national FP- and EFSA-webpages.  

• A series of general and targeted newsletters had been developed. Besides distributing 
the targeted newsletters, as had been described in a previous message to FPs, they 
were also asked to share the list of persons to whom the newsletters had been sent. In 
addition, a visual would be provided for the FP webpages to link to EFSA’s webpage 
newsletter section.  

• EFSA is renewing its Scientific Committee and Panels and is looking for new 
members. FPs were informed they could order posters and other materials from the 
Communication Department. Further they would be asked to announce the initiative 
on their webpages. 

It was clarified that all messages to be sent to FPs would clearly state to whom the 
message was being sent and who should do what. 

Action 2: FPs to send the list of persons to whom the newsletters had been sent to 
Christoph.Buller@efsa.europa.eu.  

Action 3: EFSA (COMM) to provide FPs with a visual to link from the FP webpages to 
EFSA’s webpage newsletter section. 

 

6 RAISING AWARENESS OF EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC OUTPUT 

Carola Sondermann from SCO introduced the session and presented the Strategy House 
to raise EFSA’s scientific visibility and awareness.  
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6.1 A STEP FORWARD IN EXCHANGING SCIENTIFIC INFORMATION – THE 
INFORMATION EXCHANGE PLATFORM (IEP) 

Saadia Noorani from SCO informed participants that the IEP had been launched on 8 
September 2008. She thanked the members of the IEP Working Group (WG) and all 
those who had provided comments. The first six months would serve as a pilot phase for 
the IEP. Access was granted to FPs, members of the AF and the AF WG on 
Communication, and EFSA. Participants congratulated EFSA on the achievement of 
establishing the IEP. 

Saadia Noorani demonstrated the IEP. It was clarified that no confidential information 
should be placed on the IEP. Subscription and notification possibilities were available to 
share information about new items on the IEP.  

FPs were considered to be the link between the IEP and possible target persons in the MS. 
It was stressed that the action and support of the FPs was pivotal for the IEP to become a 
highly valuable tool for MS and EFSA. This included the gathering and uploading of 
documents of interest within EFSA’s remit, the testing of the IEP and sending of 
comments or suggestions on the IEP to SCO. 

The UK informed participants that they were launching its Open Access Repository  
(www.foodbase.org.uk) on 11 September 2008. Reports published on this platform would 
be cross-linked to the IEP. 

Action 4: FPs and EFSA to collect and upload information onto the IEP. 

 

6.2 MAKING EFSA’S SCIENTIFIC OUTPUT VISIBLE 

Carola Sondermann informed participants of ways in which EFSA plans to increase the 
visibility of its scientific output to the scientific community:  

1. An online independent scientific EFSA Journal was being developed to publish 
EFSA’s scientific output. Modifications were still needed before applying to 
bibliographic databases for indexation. The publication of one volume per month was 
envisaged. To inform the public at large about EFSA’s scientific output immediately 
after adoption, early online access was foreseen.  

2. The publication of scientific articles, supplements and special issues related to 
EFSA’s scientific work would be fostered. 

 

6.3 FOSTERING THE APPLICATION OF SCIENTISTS TO BECOME PANEL 
MEMBERS 

Stef Bronzwaer from SCO introduced EFSA’s intent to foster the application of scientists 
of new MSs to become Panel Members through organising two workshops in 2008. The 
first would be held in Budapest, Hungary, on 29-30 October and the other in Warsaw, 
Poland, on 26-27 November. The target audience included scientists and possibly some 
managers from scientists’ home institutions. About 60 participants were foreseen. The 
names of potential participants were being forwarded by the FPs of the new MSs. The 
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importance of having highly qualified scientists was stressed. Stef Bronzwaer further 
presented the programme components and logistics of the events. 

Action 5: new MSs to send names of participants of workshops to foster the application of 
scientists to become Panel Members to SCO until 12 September 2008. 

 

7 UPDATES OF ACTIVITIES UNDER ARTICLE 36 
Ilias Papatryfon from SCO gave feedback on the updating of the Article 36 List of 
competent organisations. He stressed that the nomination of new organisations to the List 
as well as the withdrawal of and/or major changes to the organisations currently on the 
List had to go through the Permanent Representations. This official nomination via the 
Permanent Representations was a legal requirement, as they are considered to formally 
represent the MSs.  

Although the Article 36 List should be updated regularly, the date for the next update was 
still open. Therefore, FPs were urged to use this opportunity to nominate any new 
organisations for the List to EFSA until 30 September 2008 at the latest. EFSA’s 
Management Board would decide on which organisations would be included in the List. 
Feedback from the updating exercise would then be sent to the FPs. 

MSs requested that the next opening of the process for updating the Article 36 List 
should be arranged outside the holiday period. 

Ilias Papatryfon further presented an overview of the Article 36 Work Programme (WP) 
status for 2008 and the planned procedures for 2009. The draft list for scientific projects 
under the Article 36 WP for 2009 included both, grants and procurement, their main 
differences were explained. 

Action 6: FPs to check that nominations of new organisations for Article 36 List are sent 
to EFSA via the Permanent Representations by 30 September 2008 at the latest. 

Action 7: EFSA to send feedback on the exercise to update the Article 36 List to FPs after 
the decision of the Management Board. 

 

8 EXCHANGE OF EXPERIENCES OF PRACTICAL FP WORK: SUCCESS AND 
CHALLENGES 

This agenda item was postponed to the next FP Meeting in February 2009. 

 

9 EFSA’S EXPERT DATABASE ATTRACTS SCIENTISTS 
Sérgio Potier Rodeia from SCO gave a presentation on the current status of EFSA’s 
Expert Database (EDB), including ongoing validation and eligibility check of application 
forms, and pre-filling of the EDB. Until 4 September 2008, 425 experts had submitted 
application forms.  
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The EDB is open to experts from the public and private sectors. It aims to offer a very 
broad selection of expertise, providing the possibility to find specific experts when the 
need arises. The EDB may be used by EFSA and AF Members. It was further emphasised 
that the project plan of the EDB was available online 1 . The project plan includes 
information on the project objectives, the adopted approach and the EDB application 
form. 

The EDB promotion activities of FPs were regarded as an important tool to populate the 
EDB, also in the long-term. Examples were shown of online advertisement of the EDB 
on national webpages. In addition, FPs may motivate experts to apply to the EDB.   

Action 8: EFSA to include numbers of applications per country in the presentation and 
upload it onto the Extranet. 

Action 9: FPs to continue supporting the promotion activities of the EDB. 

 

10 EMERGING RISKS – PRESENTATION OF THE NEW UNIT  
Ralf Reintjes, Head of the Emerging Risks Unit, gave a presentation on building capacity 
to identify emerging risks, introducing EFSA’s new Emerging Risks Unit. He explained 
EFSA’s definition of emerging risks, the mandate and tasks of the new Unit, and the link 
to the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed (RASFF). It was stressed that cooperation 
with other organisations was very important. 

 

11 FUTURE MEETINGS 
Assuming that the FP agreements would be extended, provisional dates for meetings in 
2009 were proposed for 3-4 February, 13-14 May and 9-10 September. The meetings in 
May and in September would be held in Parma. Portugal reconfirmed the offer to host the 
meeting in May. Participants were reminded never to book tickets before receipt of the 
formal invitation to a meeting.  

The Chair informed participants that video conferences could also be used and proposed 
to discuss this further at the next meeting. This should not, however, replace the FP 
Meetings, as it was felt extremely important to meet and discuss issues directly in person. 

 

12 AOB 

Harmonisation of Risk Assessment questionnaire 
Andras Szoradi from SCO thanked the FPs for their support in answering the 
questionnaire. Part 1 of the questionnaires had been returned by 26 MS plus Norway and 
Switzerland. The final cut-off date for returning the remaining part 2 questionnaires was 
12 September 2008. A draft report was being prepared and was expected to be finalised 

                                                 
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/National_Focal_Points/Scientific_Cooperation_projects/efsa_locale-
1178620753812_expert_database.htm 
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by early October following the discussion with members of the WG on 17 and 30 
September 2008. The report would then be presented to the Steering Group on 
Cooperation (SGC) on 23 October 2008. Participants felt this was a useful exercise and 
were very interested in the results.  

Action 10: FPs to send remaining questionnaires or updates to SCO until 12 September 
2008 at the latest. 

 

Classical swine fever (CSF) 
The Chair forwarded the sincere thanks of the Animal Health and Animal Welfare 
(AHAW) Unit to the FPs for their support in answering the questionnaires. Answers had 
been received from 20 FPs and were being used to develop two new opinions. 

Further, the Chair informed the participants that the AHAW Unit had received a request 
from the German CSF Community Reference Laboratory to use part of the collected data. 
An e-mail message would be sent to FPs about this request.  

 

Food Consumption Database 
The Chair indicated that EFSA sent out a letter requesting the designation of MS 
organisations which would take part in the Food Consumption Database project to the 27 
MS. EFSA had received 22 replies, only 16 of which had been sent officially via the 
Permanent Representations. EFSA had sent out 14 letters of invitation on engaging in 
agreements with the designated organisations (“Collaboration agreement for the 
provision and processing of food consumption data”). FPs were asked to check and 
follow-up on the remaining replies. The importance of receiving these as soon as possible 
was stressed for the successful implementation of the project. FPs could contact SCO in 
case of doubt. 

Action 11: FPs to check and follow-up on the replies on provision of data for EFSA’s 
Food Consumption Database via the Permanent Representation. 

 

Review of the Strategy for Cooperation and Networking 

Saadia Noorani indicated that the Strategy on Cooperation and Networking was subject to 
an interim review by December 2008. As agreed at the AF meeting in June 2008, a draft 
questionnaire and a supporting document summarising all cooperation projects and 
activities until then were sent to the AF Members. After agreement at the next AF 
Meeting, the final questionnaire and supporting document would be sent to AF Members 
for completion until 10 October 2008. The results would be discussed at the SGC on 
23 October 2008 and the AF Meeting in November 2008. 
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Structure & Organisation of Focal Points in MS 
FPs were reminded to please fill in the table on "Structure & Organisation of Focal Points 
in MS". To that date, 8 FPs had submitted their contributions. The table also included the 
contact details of the FPs. 

Action 12: EFSA to check the privileges of FPs on the FP workspace on the Extranet. 

Action 13: FPs to fill in the online table on "Structure & Organisation of Focal Points in 
MS" using the check-in and check-out tool of the Extranet. 

 

E-mail distribution list 
FPs agreed to look into the option of creating corporate e-mail addresses. The mailing 
practices would be taken up at the next FP meeting in February 2009. 

Action 14: FPs to check the possibility of creating a corporate e-mail address for FP 
work and inform SCO accordingly. 

Action 15: EFSA to include the e-mail distribution list as an item for the next FP Meeting.  

 

13 CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 
The Chair closed the meeting. He thanked all participants for their support of EFSA 
through their work and the constructive discussions during the meeting. He stressed the 
SCO Unit’s continued committed to cooperate with and support the FPs in their work. 

 

 

SUMMARY OF ACTION POINTS 

Reference Who What 
Action 1 FPs to submit their FP reports to scientific.cooperation@efsa.europa.eu 

(SCO) as soon as possible and on 1 October 2008 at the latest 
Action 2 FPs to send the list of persons to whom the newsletters had been sent to 

Christoph.Buller@efsa.europa.eu (COMM) 
Action 3 EFSA to provide FPs with a visual to link from the FP webpages to EFSA’s 

webpage newsletter section 
Action 4 EFSA 

FPs 
to collect and upload information onto the IEP 

Action 5 new 
MSs 

to send names of participants of workshops to foster the application of 
scientists to become Panel Members to SCO until 12 September 2008 

Action 6 FPs to check that nominations of new organisations for Article 36 List are 
sent to EFSA via the Permanent Representations latest by 
30 September 2008  
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Action 7 EFSA to send feedback on the exercise to update the Article 36 List to FPs 
after the decision of the Management Board 

Action 8 EFSA to include numbers of applications per country in the presentation and 
upload it onto the Extranet 

Action 9 FPs to continue supporting the promotion activities of the EDB 
Action 10 FPs to send remaining questionnaires or updates to SCO until latest 

12 September 2008  
Action 11 FPs to check and follow-up on the replies on provision of data for EFSA’s 

Food Consumption Database via the Permanent Representation 
Action 12 EFSA to check the privileges of FPs on the FP workspace on the Extranet 
Action 13 FPs to fill in the online table on "Structure & Organisation of Focal Points 

in MS" using the check-in and check-out tool of the Extranet 
Action 14 FPs to check the possibility of creating a corporate e-mail address for FP 

work and inform SCO accordingly 
Action 15 EFSA to include the e-mail distribution list as an item for the next FP Meeting 
 

 


