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MINUTES OF THE 49TH PLENARY MEETING  
OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON ADDITIVES AND PRODUCTS OR SUBSTANCES USED IN 

ANIMAL FEED 

(PARMA, 18-19 JUNE 2008) 
 

(ADOPTED ON 15 JULY 2008) 

PARTICIPANTS 
Panel Members 
Georges Bories, Paul Brantom, Joaquim Brufau de Barberà, Andrew Chesson, Pier Sandro 
Cocconcelli, Bogdan Debski, Joop de Knecht (2nd day), Anders Franklin (1st day), Jürgen Gropp, 
Ingrid Halle, Christer Hogstrand, Anne Katrine Lundebye-Haldorsen, Alberto Mantovani, Miklós 
Mézes, Carlo Stefano Nebbia (1st day), Walter Rambeck, Pieter Wester, Atte von Wright. 
 
Apologies  
Joop de Knecht (1st day), Noël Dierick, Anders Franklin (2nd day), Lubomir Leng, Carlo Stefano 
Nebbia (2nd day), Guido Rychen. 
 
EFSA 
Claudia Roncancio-Peña, Jaume Galobart, Rosella Brozzi, Diana Herold (scientific staff), Ketty 
Antonelli (administrative staff).  
 
European Commission 
Marta Ponghellini (DG SANCO), Piotr Robouch (DG JRC). 
 

1. WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The Chair opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to the 49th Plenary meeting of the 
FEEDAP Panel.  

Members not able to attend the meeting had sent their apologies (see under participants). 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was adopted. 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

Joaquim Brufau declared that his institute had performed some trials reported on the dossier on 
Natugrain TS. No other specific interests were declared relevant to the items of the agenda.  



4. ADOPTION OF THE DRAFT MINUTES OF THE 48TH PLENARY MEETING ON 20-21 MAY 2008 

The minutes of the 48th Plenary meeting of the Scientific Panel held on 20-21 May 2008 were 
reviewed and adopted.1  

5. WORK PROGRAM 

5.1. Discussion and possible adoption of the following scientific opinions 

- Sorbiflore (Lactobacillus rhamnosus and Lactobacillus farciminis) for piglets (EFSA-Q-
2006-062) 

The Rapporteur of the working group (WG) presented the question and the draft opinion. 
This question refers to an application for authorisation of a feed additive under Article 4(1) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. The applicant is seeking authorisation for the product 
Sorbiflore to be used as a feed additive for piglets (category: zootechnical additives; 
functional group: gut flora stabilizers). 

Discussion took place, mainly on the nature of the product and on the efficacy. The opinion 
will be presented to the next Plenary for possible adoption.  

- Elancoban® (Monensin sodium) for chickens for fattening, turkeys and chickens raises 
for laying (EFSA-Q-2007-140) 

The Rapporteur of the WG presented the question and the draft opinion. This question refers 
to an application for modification of the authorisation of a feed additive under Article 13(3) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. The applicant is seeking to modify the withdrawal period 
from three days to one day for the product Elancoban® (monensin sodium) when used as a 
feed additive for chickens and turkeys for fattening and chickens reared for laying (category: 
coccidiostats). 

Discussion took place based on the data presented. The FEEDAP Panel, following a weight 
of evidence approach, concluded that monensin derived residues of toxicological relevance 
probably represent, as a conservative estimate, not more than 50 % of the total residues. 
Considering monensin residue data in edible tissues, the FEEDAP Panel concludes that a 
one-day withdrawal time for Elancoban® for chickens for fattening and reared for laying and 
turkeys for fattening could be set. This conclusion is in agreement with the proposed 
reduction of the toxicological relevance of the total residues in poultry, which is based on a 
one-day withdrawal period. 

The opinion was adopted.2

- Coxidin® 25% (Monensin sodium) for chickens and turkeys (EFSA-Q-2007-192) 

The Rapporteur of the WG presented the question and the draft opinion. This question refers 
to an application for modification of the authorisation of a feed additive under Article 13(3) 
of Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. The applicant is seeking to modify the withdrawal period 
from three days to one day and to set the final MRL for the product Coxidin® (monensin 
sodium), to be used as a feed additive for chickens and turkeys for fattening (category: 
coccidiostats). 

Discussion took place based on the data presented. No new data which would allow 
proposing a final instead of a provisional MRL for monensin in poultry tissue was provided. 

                                                 
1 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/Event_Meeting/feedap_minutes_48th_plenmeet.pdf  
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/Scientific_Opinion/feedap_op_ej730_elancoban_en.pdf  
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The FEEDAP Panel, following a weight of evidence approach, concluded that monensin 
derived residues of toxicological relevance probably represent, as a conservative estimate, 
not more than 50 % of the total residues. Considering monensin residue data in edible 
tissues, the FEEDAP Panel concludes that a one-day withdrawal time for Coxidin® for 
chickens and turkeys for fattening could be set. 

The opinion was adopted.3

- Technical guidance: Update of the criteria used in the assessment of bacteria for 
resistance to antibiotics of human or veterinary importance (EFSA-Q-2008-004) 

The FEEDAP Panel established a self-task to produce an opinion updating the 
microbiological breakpoints values for the assessment of antimicrobial resistance in the 
evaluation of feed additives applications. In 2005, the Panel revised and updated the former 
SCAN opinion on this subject.4 This opinion included general information on the basis of 
the antibiotic resistance as well as a table laying down appropriate microbiological 
breakpoint values as indicative of the need for a more extensive assessment of the basis for 
the resistance. In the current opinion, the Panel updates the antibiotics of reference and the 
breakpoints for selected microbial species, based on the new scientific data available.  

The opinion was adopted.5

5.2. Discussion of the following scientific opinions 

- Natugrain TS (endo-1,4-ß-xylanase; endo-1,4-ß-glucanase) for piglets (weaned), laying 
hens, chickens and turkeys for fattening and ducks (EFSA-Q-2008-013) 

Not discussed due to lack of time. 

6. PROGRESS REPORT ON ONGOING WORK 

- The Chair informed the members of the Panel that a meeting with industry associations 
will take place on 8 July in order to present/discuss the document prepared by the WG of 
the Panel on functional groups (EFSA-Q-2007-173), as a result of a self-tasking activity. 
This document is scheduled to be presented for discussion/adoption in the next Plenary 
(15-17 July). 

- The Chair of the WG on Guidance gave an update on the status of the preparation of 
guidance documents (EFSA-Q-2008-403/410) following the recent publication of 
Regulation (EC) No 429/2008. These guidance documents are prepared in order to help 
applicants in the preparation and submission of technical dossiers for the authorisation of 
additives for use in animal nutrition  

7. FEEDBACK FROM THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE   

Daniela Maurici from the Scientific Committee made a presentation on the document 
prepared by the WG of the Scientific Committee on Transparency in risk assessments carried 
out by EFSA: part 2 on scientific aspects (EFSA-Q-2005-050). The experts of the panel were 
invited to provide comments to this document. 

                                                 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/Scientific_Opinion/feedap_op_ej731_coxidin_en.pdf  
4 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/Scientific_Opinion/feedap_op_ej223_antibiotics_en1.pdf  
5 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/EFSA/Scientific_Opinion/feedap_op_ej732_tg_antimicrobial_resistance_en,2.pdf  
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8. NEW REQUESTS TO EFSA RECEIVED FROM THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION  

8.1. New applications under Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 

The Commission has forwarded to EFSA three new applications of feed additives seeking 
authorisation under Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 since the last Plenary meeting. These 
applications are currently being checked for completeness: 

- MLB (Lactobacillus acidophilus). Zootechnical additive for dogs and cats (EFSA-Q-
2008-377) 

- Finase L and P (phytase). Zootechnical additive for laying hens, turkeys for fattening and 
sows, ducks for fattening, pheasants and other game birds (EFSA-Q-2008-378) 

- Selenium enriched yeast (Saccharomyces cerevisiae) (SELSAF). Nutritional additive for 
all species (EFSA-Q-2008-381) 

8.2. Valid applications under Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 since the previous meeting 

Applications considered valid for the start of the assessment: 

- Miya-Gold® S (Clostridium butyricum). Zootechnical additive for chickens for fattening 
(EFSA-Q-2008-303). 

The application and the particulars related to this question have been considered valid by 
EFSA on the 11 May 2008. The safety and efficacy of this product will need to be 
addressed as foreseen in Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003. 

8.3. New applications under Regulation (EC) No 178/2002 

The Commission has forwarded to EFSA two new applications of feed additives seeking 
authorisation under Regulation (EC) No 1831/2003 since the last Plenary meeting. These 
applications are currently being checked for completeness: 

- 035/GalliPro (Bacillus subtilis) Compatibility with six coccidiostats. Zootechnical 
additive for Chickens for fattening (EFSA-Q2008-331). 

- BioPlus 2B (Bacillus licheniformis and B. subtilis) Compatibility with Lasalocid A 
sodium. Zootechnical additive for turkeys for fattening (EFSA-Q-2008-332). 

9. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM EFSA 

Not discussed.  

10. MISCELLANEOUS 

The Scientific Coordinator invited the Panel to provide comments on the document “Role of 
EFSA in contributing to the improvement of animal health in Europe”. 
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