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The The HungarianHungarian FoodFood SafetySafety Office is Office is 
oneone ofof thethe newestnewest organisationsorganisations
establishedestablished inin 2003. 2003. asas nationalnational
contactcontact pointpoint toto EFSA EFSA andand toto DG DG 

SANCO. SANCO. 

MainMain stakeholdersstakeholders areare thethe MinistryMinistry ofof
AgricultureAgriculture andand RegionalRegional DevelopmentDevelopment

andand thethe MinistryMinistry ofof PublicPublic HealthHealth, , 
FamilyFamily andand SocialSocial AffairsAffairs. . 



The The HungarianHungarian GovernmentGovernment decideddecided toto
callcall a a SteeringSteering CommitteeCommittee fromfrom highhigh
rankedranked officersofficers ofof thethe twotwo ministriesministries

amongamong themthem statestate secretariessecretaries
andand thethe chiefchief medicalmedical doctordoctor andand thethe

chiefchief veterinaryveterinary doctordoctor ofof thethe
countrycountry toto havehave regularregular controlcontrol ofof
activitiesactivities overover thethe newnew institutioninstitution..



The Office The Office startedstarted itsits workwork onon SeptemberSeptember
2003 2003 withwith fewfew seniorsenior staffstaff membersmembers andand

untiluntil thethe endend ofof thethe yearyear 20 20 positionspositions
werewere filledfilled withwith youngyoung andand ambitiousambitious

scientistsscientists. . 



TheirTheir expertiseexpertise waswas generatedgenerated fromfrom
differentdifferent kindkind ofof practicepractice fromfrom plantplant andand
animalanimal breedingbreeding, , veterinaryveterinary medicinemedicine, , 

foodfood andand chemicalchemical engineeringengineering, , 
pharmaceuticalpharmaceutical andand medicalmedical sciencescience
representingrepresenting thethe foodfood chainchain fromfrom farm farm 

toto forkfork..



ThisThis complexcomplex approachapproach enablesenables a a 
widewide viewview andand perspectiveperspective

forfor team team workwork inin thethe fieldfield ofof riskrisk
assessmentassessment andand traceabilitytraceability inin feedfeed
andand foodfood productionproduction, , processingprocessing, , 

trade trade andand consumptionconsumption. . 



AmongAmong newlynewly associatedassociated countriescountries toto
thethe EU EU onlyonly Hungary Hungary waswas ableable toto
establishestablish andand runrun anan independentindependent

institutioninstitution dedicateddedicated toto foodfood safetysafety. . 

AtAt thethe datedate ofof accessionaccession toto thethe EuropeanEuropean
UnionUnion thethe Office Office waswas operationaloperational andand

waswas playingplaying thethe rolerole ofof a a modelmodel toto
otherother newnew membermember statesstates inin thisthis regionregion

ofof CentralCentral andand EasternEastern EuropeEurope..



ThisThis waswas veryvery muchmuch supportedsupported byby thethe
EU EU byby providingproviding a PHARE project a PHARE project toto
facilitatefacilitate activitiesactivities inin creatingcreating legallegal

backgroundbackground forfor thethe establishmentestablishment ofof
thethe institutioninstitution byby reachingreaching agreementagreement

betweenbetween severalseveral membersmembers ofof thethe
HungarianHungarian GovernmentGovernment..



The The HungarianHungarian officialofficial feedfeed andand foodfood
controlcontrol is is veryvery fragmentedfragmented betweenbetween
severalseveral ministriesministries andand authoritiesauthorities..

PlantPlant healthhealth andand protectionprotection servicesservices, , 
animalanimal healthhealth andand welfarewelfare protectionprotection
inin aa statestate ownedowned veterinaryveterinary systemsystem

areare underunder thethe umbrellaumbrella ofof thethe agrarianagrarian
regimeregime. . 



TheirTheir viewview onon riskrisk assessmentassessment is is notnot
onlyonly scientificscientific--basedbased, , butbut theythey taketake

accountaccount toto sociosocio--culturalcultural aspectsaspects, , tootoo..

IntegrityIntegrity andand independenceindependence ofof sciencescience
inin thisthis fieldfield couldcould be be maintainedmaintained inin a a 

difficultdifficult wayway becausebecause ofof lacklack inin
competencecompetence ofof safetysafety versusversus

productivityproductivity..



InIn a a crisiscrisis situationsituation old reflexes old reflexes 
areare playingplaying greatergreater rolerole inin decisiondecision

makingmaking, , thereforetherefore quantityquantity andand qualityquality
ofof feedfeed andand foodfood isis more more importantimportant thanthan

safetysafety aspectsaspects..

FoodFood andand feedfeed securitysecurity is is betterbetter managedmanaged
thanthan safetysafety byby companiescompanies andand theythey

considerconsider safetysafety onlyonly inin casecase ofof highhigh riskrisk
inin healthhealth ofof consumer.consumer. ImportedImported

oilseedsoilseeds, , nutsnuts andand spicesspices areare takentaken asas
goodgood examplesexamples involvedinvolved inin thethe

communicationcommunication ofof emergingemerging risksrisks. . 



PublicPublic mediamedia is less is less informedinformed inin thethe
worldworld ofof newnew challengeschallenges andand togethertogether

withwith lowlow levellevel ofof consumer'sconsumer's
knowledgeknowledge theythey areare ableable toto increaseincrease
lacklack ofof confidenceconfidence amongamong consumerconsumer

andand panicpanic inin thethe populationpopulation..



WhoWho is is responsibleresponsible inin providingproviding thethe
necessarynecessary informationinformation toto thethe publicpublic

whenwhen riskrisk assessmentassessment is is notnot inin
harmonyharmony withwith riskrisk managementmanagement. . WhereWhere

is is thethe link link betweenbetween sciencescience--basedbased
assessmentassessment andand decisiondecision--orientedoriented
authorityauthority managementmanagement atat nationalnational

levellevel??



EFSA EFSA cancan functionfunction most most effectivelyeffectively
byby issuingissuing scientificscientific adviceadvice, , raisingraising

communicationscommunications andand
provideprovide transparencytransparency inin informinginforming

contactcontact pointspoints ofof nationalnational authoritiesauthorities..



InIn thethe yearyear ofof 2004 2004 newnew membermember
statesstates ofof thethe EU EU werewere connectedconnected toto
thethe rapid rapid alertalert systemsystem forfor foodfood andand

feedfeed (RASFF), (RASFF), whichwhich waswas givengiven
guidanceguidance forfor officialofficial foodfood controlcontrol

institutionsinstitutions andand forfor privateprivate companiescompanies
toto evaluateevaluate andand upgradeupgrade theirtheir foodfood

safetysafety systemssystems. . ThisThis lessonlesson couldcould be be 
learnedlearned bothboth forfor privateprivate andand publicpublic

institutionsinstitutions andand changechange theirtheir attituteattitute toto
consumerconsumer..




