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History and purposeHistory and purpose

• Set up in 2002 following a series of food crises –
Reg. (EC) 178/2002  g ( )

• Independent source of scientific advice i.e. 
responsible for Risk Assessment and Risk 
Communication on risks associated to food chain

• Goal to be recognised as European reference 
b d f i k tbody for risk assessment
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Scope: advice on food and Scope: advice on food and 
feed safetyfeed safetyfeed safetyfeed safety
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Workflow for scientific opinionsWorkflow for scientific opinions

Receipt ofReceipt ofReceipt of Receipt of 
requestrequest

AssessmentAssessment

Adoption andAdoption andAdoption and Adoption and 
CommunicationCommunication
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Workflow: SupportWorkflow: Support

InformationInformation Working GroupsWorking Groups Preparatory WorkupsPreparatory Workups
(SCA Di t t(SCA Di t tInformationInformation

(Library, Sci. Colloquia, IEP)(Library, Sci. Colloquia, IEP)
Working GroupsWorking Groups

(Expert Database)(Expert Database) (SCA Directorate, (SCA Directorate, 
Grants/Contract)Grants/Contract)

Hazard Identification Hazard Identification 
Hazard Characterisation Hazard Characterisation 

Chemical or Chemical or 
Microbiological Microbiological Exposure Exposure 

AssessmentAssessment
Food ConsumptionFood Consumption

OccurrenceOccurrence AssessmentAssessment

Risk CharacterisationRisk Characterisation

Scientific ReportsScientific ReportsScientific OpinionsScientific OpinionsScientific ReportsScientific Reports



Scientific Committee and PanelsScientific Committee and Panels

• Food additives and nutrient 
sources (ANS)

• Animal health and welfare 
(AHAW)

Mainly opinions on applications Mainly generic opinions

sources (ANS)
• Food contact materials, enzymes, 

flavourings (CEF)

(AHAW) 
• Biological hazards (BIOHAZ) 
• Contaminants (CONTAM)

• Feed additives (FEEDAP) 
• Genetically modified organisms 

(GMO)

( )
• Plant health (PLH)
• Plant protection products 

(PPR)(GMO)
• Nutrition (NDA)

(PPR) 
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Scope: Characterisation and Scope: Characterisation and 
Monitoring of RisksMonitoring of Risks

No authorisation granted
No MRL setting

Monitoring of RisksMonitoring of Risks

Application for new 
pesticide use

Consumer  
exposure 

Authorisation of new 
use MRL setting

Pesticide used in 
practise

YES

NO

MRL  Application acceptable? 
use, MRL setting practise

Residues 
in food

Feed back loop: Post-authorisation 
Monitoring and 

Exposure 
A t

Pre-authorisation
Exposure 

Assessment
Assumption in

Feed-back loop: 
Comparison of pre- and post-

authorisation exposure assessment

Assessment
• Occurrence data: supervised

field trials

• Food consumption: high

Assumption in 
pre-registration  RA 

conservative to ensure 
consumer safety?

• Occurrence data: results
from monitoring

Remedial actions: 

Food consumption: high 
consumption percentiles

NO
• Food consumption: actual 

food consumption

amendment or withdrawal of 
authorisation or MRL
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Food consumption databasesFood consumption databases

Broad categories, not 
covering children notcovering children, not 
harmonised, no FFQ* Detailed categories, partly 

covering children, not 
harmonised no FFQ * Detailed categories, harmonised, no FFQ g ,

covering children,  
harmonised including FFQ *

* Food Frequency Questionnaire 8
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Further Further harmonisationharmonisation activitiesactivities

• Guideline issued (Dec 2009)
– Sample selection
– Survey tool
– Recipe calculation– Recipe calculation
– Food frequency
– Data validation
– Data interpolation

• Working Group for Food Classification (end Sept 2011)
• Use of EPIC-soft software developed and tested through 

the DG SANCO funded EFCOSUM and EU funded 
EFCOVAL projects (2010-2011)

• Pilot study (2010-2012)
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Expert Database Expert Database –– Sign up todaySign up today
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EDB: current stateEDB: current state--ofof--playplay

Application forms received as of 05/06/2010: 2585Application forms received as of 05/06/2010: 2585

3000

No. Applications

11.2009
05.02.10

05.04.10
05.05.10

05.06.10

2500

3000

04.2009
07.2009

08.2009
09.2009

10.2009
11.2009

12.2009
05.01.10 05.03.10

2000

11.2008 12.2008

01.2009
02.2009

03.2009
05.2009

06.2009

1000

1500

07 2008

08.2008
09.2008

10.2008

12.2008

500
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Be part of Europe’s network of Be part of Europe’s network of 
top food safety scientiststop food safety scientiststop food safety scientiststop food safety scientists

• EFSA seeks independent scientists from various p
disciplines to deliver high-quality scientific advice for 
Europe’s risk managersp g
– ANS/CEF: Appointed for 3 years, renewable (beginning mid 2011)
– All other Panels/Scientific Committee: Join EFSA’s reserve list (may 

be called anytime)y )

• Selection through an open procedure based on 
proven scientific excellenceproven scientific excellence

• Apply online from 10 June till 15 Sept. 2010 to:
> M k diff t E f d f t=> Make a difference to European food safety

=> Deliver scientific advice to Europe’s risk managers
=> Be considered for EFSA’s Scientific Committee and Panels

www.efsa.europa.eu
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DiscussionDiscussion

Thank you for sharing your expertise, and
wishing you a fruitful and open debate

Grazie per la vostra attenzione!
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