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 European Food Safety Authority 

Parma, 12 December 2006 
EFSA/CONTAM/541 

 
MINUTES OF THE 19TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON 

CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD CHAIN (CONTAM) HELD ON 21 TO 23 
NOVEMBER 2006 IN PARMA 

 
(Adopted by written procedure on 8 December 2006) 

 
 
PARTICIPANTS 

Panel Members:  
Jan Alexander, Guðjón Atli Auðunsson, Diane Benford, Jean-Pierre Cravedi, Eugenia 
Dogliotti1, Alessandro di Domenico, Maria Luisa Fernández-Cruz, Peter Fürst, Philippe 
Greandjean2, Jadwiga Gzyl, Gerhard Heinemeyer, Niklas Johansson, Antonio Mutti, 
Josef Schlatter (chair), Rolaf van Leeuwen (vice-chair), Carlos van Peteghem 

  
Ad hoc expert: 
Leon Brimer3 
 
EFSA 
Ulla Bertelsen (Scientific officer, CONTAM Unit), Catherine Geslaine-Lanéelle 
(Executive Director), Stefan Fabiansson (Scientific officer, Unit Data collection and 
Exposure assessment), Claudia Heppner (Scientific Co-ordinator CONTAM Unit), Pia 
Fallström-Mujkic (Administrative Assistant CONTAM Unit) 
 
European Commission 
Frans Verstraete (DG Health and Consumer Protection), Michael Walsh (DG Health and 
Consumer Protection)  
 
 

1.  WELCOME BY THE EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF EFSA 

The Executive Director welcomed the experts of the CONTAM Panel, and thanked 
them for providing their expertise to EFSA. The Panel members are important for 
the success and the scientific excellence of EFSA and EFSA aims to become the 
European reference body in food and feed risk assessment including animal health 
and welfare as well as plant health. EFSA staff will increase to up to 400 staff in 
2009, and experts will benefit from these developments in future. In order to 
increase scientific excellence, networking is important such as a scientific co-

                                                 
1 Only present on 21 to 22 November 2006 
2 Only present on 22 to 23 November 2006 
3 Only present on 23 November 2006 
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operation with Member States. EFSA´s Scientific Committee and the Advisory 
forum will develop a strategy for this based on four areas (i) collection of data, (ii) 
share of best practices, (iii) methodology of risk assessment, and (iv) co-operation 
on risk communication. EFSA also plans to develop tools for internal and external 
review to ensure that EFSA has applied the best science. Furthermore, it was 
pointed out that EFSA will develop a new procedure on handling the declarations 
of interest as transparency is very important for EFSA. The Executive Director is 
also aiming to improve the responsiveness of EFSA, particular on urgent matters 
related to public health issues. Therefore, each Panel is invited to establish a 
procedure on this matter and present it to the Scientific Committee meeting in 
February 2007. EFSA will also have its own unit dealing with emerging risks, as 
indicated in the new organisation chart. The meeting was also informed that the 
Executive Director plans to attend, on a regular basis, meetings of the Scientific 
Panels.  
 
 

2.  APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence were received by Andrew Cockburn, Corrado Galli, Johanna 
Fink-Gremmels, and Philippe Verger. The chair urged the Panel members to give 
the attendance to the agreed plenary meeting dates a high priority in order to 
prevent that the quorum is not reached and the work programme is at risk.  
 
 

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

The draft opinion on pyrrolizidine alkaloid as undesirable substance in animal feed 
(agenda item 13) was not presented to the 19th CONTAM Panel meeting. 
Therefore, this item was taken off the agenda. Agenda item 11 was rephrased to 
discussions on Camelina sativa. The modified agenda was adopted. 
  
 

4.  DECLARATION OF INTERESTS  

No members of the CONTAM Panel or the ad hoc expert declared any interests 
related to the items on the agenda of the 19th CONTAM plenary meeting. 
 
 

5. MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE PREVIOUS MEETING  

The members of the CONTAM Panel were informed that Prof. Reinhold Carle has 
sent a letter of resignation to EFSA. The CONTAM Secretariat will look into the 
reserve list of experts to identify a potential replacement. 
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6. FEEDBACK FROM THE 20TH AND 21ST SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE (SC)  

The minutes of the 20th plenary meeting of the SC which was held on 14 to 15 
September 2006 are published on the EFSA web page4. The vice chair reported on 
following items from the 21st plenary meeting of the SC which took place on 6 to 7 
November 20065: 
• Collaboration with Member States  

The Member States representatives have signed the declaration of intent for an 
increased and facilitated cooperation between EFSA and the national 
institutions. This declaration comprises a list of scientific information the 
parties agreed to exchange (e.g. facilitated access for EFSA to national 
occurrence and exposure data). A Working Group (WG) of the Advisory Forum 
has been created to propose practical actions for this exchange of information. 
 

• 5th anniversary of EFSA 
Two weeks with institutional, stakeholders and scientific activities are planned 
in October/November 2007 in Brussels and Parma for the celebration of the 5th 
anniversary of EFSA. The main objectives are to reinforce EFSA’s visibility 
and profile with institutional and stakeholder partners in Member States and 
ultimately with the wider public audiences, inform target audiences about the 
contribution of EFSA’s risk assessment to food safety and policy areas, and to 
discuss with key partners the future developments and challenges for risk 
assessment in Europe.  
 

• Working groups (WG) of the SC 
The SC will set up the following new WGs: (i) WG on risk-benefit assessment 
of foods, (ii) WG on quality of EFSA’s scientific work (iii) WG on EFSA’s 
responsiveness to urgent issues.  
 
 

7. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM EFSA  

 The Scientific Co-ordinator informed the members of the CONTAM Panel on 
following items: 
 
• New organisation chart of EFSA   

A new EFSA organigram was put in place on 16 October 2006. ESFA has now 
three directorates, administration, science and communication. The science 
directorate has two departments, one on risk assessment comprising the Scientific 
Panel Secretariats and one on Scientific Cooperation & Assistance (former SES) 

                                                 
4 Available at URL: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/20th_sc_meeting.Par.0002.
File.dat/sc_minutes_20th_plenmeet_en.pdf 
 
5 Available at URL:  
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/21st_sc_meeting.Par.0002.
File.dat/sc_minutes_21st_plenmeet_en.pdf 
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comprising the EFSA in-house scientific support units. Two new posts have been 
established for these two departments and calls for expression of interests were 
open until the 30 October 2006. The Secretariats of the Scientific Committee and 
the Advisory forum are now together in one unit, reporting directly to the Executive 
Director.  
 
• Recruitment CONTAM Unit   

The members of the Panel were informed that on 1 December 2006 a new staff 
member will join the CONTAM Unit. The main task will be assisting the WGs by 
preparing background documents in the area of toxicology. The EFSA recruitment 
plan for 2007 will be released soon, and Panel members will be kept informed on 
the further developments. 
 
• Advisory forum (AF)  

The last AF, which took place 28 to 29 September 2006 in Bern, was mainly 
dedicated to the first recommendation of the Management Board to further develop 
active networking and stronger cooperation with member states. Within this context 
the head of the science directorate presented a paper on previous and current 
scientific cooperation with member states. Furthermore, EFSA’s legal service 
introduced a background document on tools for funding scientific cooperation with 
member states. As a next step it was decided to prepare terms of reference for an ad 
hoc WG composed of AF representatives and EFSA staff to develop a strategy on 
scientific cooperation and networking.  At the AF meeting also a declaration of 
intent concerning the recommendation of the enhancement for the exchange of 
scientific information was signed. Following scientific issues of interest to the 
CONTAM Panel were raised: (i) The German Federal Institute for Risk Assessment 
(Bundesinstitut für Risikobewertung) has presented a document on morphine in 
poppy seeds in which it calls for an European wide assessment, (ii) the Netherlands 
presented data on Ragwort in feed, (iii) Norway asked EFSA’s Scientific 
Committee to look into a document on toxicological thresholds it had produced, 
and (iv) the French AFSSA raised some concerns on marine biotoxins in shellfish.  
 
The request for data on ethyl carbamate and cyanides in food and beverages was 
announced by EFSA and letters from EFSA to the members of the AF are on its 
way. This request was also announced at the Commission’s “Committee of experts 
on environmental and industrial contaminants” meeting which took place on 25 
September 2006, as well as placed on the EFSA web page6. Deadline for data 
submission is 15 December 2006. 
 
The next AF meeting will take place on 7 December 2006 in Helsinki. 

                                                 
6 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/science/data_collection/ethyl_carbamate_cyanides.html  
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8. GENERAL INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSION SERVICES ON MATTERS 

RELATED TO CONTAM   

 The Service within the European Commission (EC) responsible for legislation on 
food safety informed the members of the CONTAM Panel that no major decisions 
have taken place since the last (18th) plenary meeting. As follow up of the 
CONTAM opinion on ochratoxin A in foods7, the Commission prepared a draft 
paper outlining food commodities which should be regulated in addition those 
already covered in the current legislation. Stakeholders are invited to comment on 
this draft paper. The CONTAM advice on brominated flame retardants for 
monitoring in feed and food8 was endorsed by the Standing Committee on the Food 
chain and Animal health on 6 October 20069.  At the next meeting of the 
“Committee of Experts on Environmental and Industrial Contaminants” on 27 
October 2006 the Confederation of the Food and Drink Industries of the European 
Union (CIAA) will present leaflets which can be used by industry to better identify 
the tools applicable in their process to reduce acrylamide levels in foods.  

 
 

9. WORKING PROGRAMME  

9.1  OFFICIAL REQUESTS TO EFSA 

The Panel was informed that EFSA has received the request on aflatoxins in foods 
(EFSA-Q-2006-174) which was already indicated at the 18th CONTAM Panel 
meeting. Furthermore, a member of the AHAW Secretariat informed the Panel on a 
request for five scientific opinions concerning animal welfare aspects of husbandry 
systems for Atlantic salmon (EFSA-Q-2006-033), trout species (EFSA-Q-2006-
147), carp species (EFSA-Q-2006-148), sea bass and gilthead sea bream (ESFA-Q-
2006-149) and European eel (EFSA-Q-2006-150). Within these requests also 
possible contaminants should be considered. Therefore, the co-operation with the 
CONTAM Panel would be appreciated. One member of the CONTAM Panel who 
also participated in the CONTAM WG on the safety assessment of wild and farmed 
fish agreed to participate in the AHAW inter-Panel WG.  
 
 

9.2  DRAFT OVERVIEW OF THE CONTAM WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2007  

The scientific coordinator presented a short overview of the work programme for 
2007. Besides the existing questions, it is anticipated that requests for scientific 
opinions such as ergot alkaloids in foodstuffs, T2 and HT2 toxins in feed as well as 

                                                 
7http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/contam/contam_opinions/1521.Par.0001.File.dat/cont
am_op_ej365_ochratoxin_a_food_en1.pdf  

8http://www.efsa.europa.eu/etc/medialib/efsa/science/contam/contam_documents/1380.Par.0001.File.dat/c
ontam_advice_ej328_bfr_en1.pdf  

9 http://ec.europa.eu/food/committees/regulatory/scfcah/toxic/summary22_en.pdf 
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new mycotoxins such as sterigmatocystin and moniliformin in food and feed could 
be asked to EFSA. The members of the Panel pointed out, that it is important to 
avoid duplication of work in case other international organisation have carried out 
similar assessments, and that formulating a question to EFSA should be an iterative 
process between EFSA and the risk managers as outlined in the risk analysis 
paradigm.  
 
 

9.3  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES IN ANIMAL FEED – 

SECTION PERSISTENT ORGANIC POLLUTANTS 

The chair of the WG informed the Panel, that the WG finalised its work on DDT as 
an undesirable substance in animal feed (see also item 10). This week the WG will 
start drafting the opinion on heptachlor and, in the near future, on  chlordane as an 
undesirable substances in animal feed.  
 
 

9.4  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES IN ANIMAL FEED – 

SECTION NATURAL PLANT PRODUCTS 

The scientific officer of the EFSA Unit on Contaminants informed the Panel 
members, that the opinion on hydrocyanic acid is finalised (see item 12) and that 
the work is progressing well for the opinions on pyrrolizidine alkaloids, ricin, 
tropane alkaloids and glucosinolates as undesirable substances in animal feed. The 
opinion on pyrrolizidine alkaloids is intended to be presented for possible adoption 
at the next CONTAM plenary meeting.  
 
 

9.5  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCES IN ANIMAL FEED – 

SECTION HEAVY METALS (MERCURY) 

The chair of the WG informed the Panel, that the WG had its first meeting in 
November 2006. At this meeting the main topics of discussions were the terms of 
reference and the distribution of tasks. It is hoped that the draft opinion on mercury 
as an undesirable substance in animal feed could be presented for possible adoption 
at the CONTAM Panel meeting in June 2007.   
 
 

9.6  UPDATE FROM THE WG HORMONES 

The scientific officer of the EFSA Unit on Contaminants informed the Panel, that 
the WG had its second meeting in October 2006 where additional ad hoc experts 
had been invited. There will be another meeting to be held in December 2006 and, 
depending on the progress of the next WG meeting, the opinion on hormones in 
bovine meat might be presented to the CONTAM Panel for possible adoption in 
January 2007.  
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9.7 UPDATE ON THE WG ON COCCIDIOSTATS  

The scientific officer of the EFSA Unit on Contaminants informed the Panel, that 
the opinions on the eleven coccidiostats are quite advanced. However, the original 
plan to present all eleven opinions in one Panel meeting was revisited and most 
likely the opinions will be presented in two packages for possible adoption by the 
CONTAM Panel in January and April 2007.    
 
   

9.8  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON PERFLUOROOCTANE SULFONATE (PFOS)  

The chair of the WG informed the Panel that due to heavy revisions in the exposure 
part of the opinion the WG did not manage to finalise the opinion for this Panel 
meeting. Therefore, a last WG meeting is scheduled in December 2006 and the 
opinion will be presented to the CONTAM Panel for possible adoption in January 
2007.  
 
 

9.9  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON AFLATOXINS IN FOOD   

 The chair of WG informed the members of the CONTAM Panel, that overall five 
WG meetings were held so far, two were dedicated to the exposure assessment. The 
WG made good progress in the area of hazard identification and toxicology. 
However, due to the large amount of occurrence data, nearly 40,000 data points, the 
work on the exposure assessment is not finalised yet and, therefore, the risk 
characterisation is also lacking. It is foreseen that these parts will be discussed and 
agreed at the next WG meeting in December. The WG anticipates that a draft 
opinion can be presented for possible adoption by the CONTAM Panel in January 
2007. The WG asked the Panel members for guidance on the exposure assessment 
part of the opinion and the chair of the subgroup on exposure presented an 
overview of the exposure assessment. He highlighted the difficulties encountered 
such as how to deal with many data below the limit of detection, no harmonised 
European food consumption data, and how to estimate the background exposure. 
The Panel members provided guidance on how to proceed and pointed out that the 
uncertainties in the risk assessment and the different approaches taken must be 
clearly spelt out in a transparent way. 

 
 
9.10  UPDATE FROM THE WG ON NITRATES   

 The scientific co-ordinator of the CONTAM Panel informed the members that this 
new established WG had its first meeting in November 2006. The main topic was 
how to handle the exposure assessment as well as how to deal with the risk-benefit 
analysis. The Commission provided already a set of nitrate occurrence data from 
Member States, but these data are presented in ranges. However, single occurrence 
data are needed for the present assessment. Therefore, Member States will be 
invited to submit such data.  With regard to the risk-benefit process the WG 
acknowledged the draft summary of the report of the 6th EFSA colloquium on this 
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topic and agreed to apply for the risk-benefit analysis the same paradigm as for the 
risk assessment, meaning that benefit identification and benefit characterisation will 
be included in the opinion. The WG will have its next meeting in February 2007. 

 
 
10.  DDT AS AN UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL FEED. DRAFT OPINION  

 The chair of the WG introduced the draft opinion on DDT as an undesirable 
substance in animal feed. The Panel adopted the opinion subject to incorporation of 
changes as suggested during the meeting. The chair of the Panel expressed his 
appreciation for this opinion and thanked the members of the WG for their work. 

 
 
11.  DISCUSSIONS ON CAMELINA SATIVA AS AN UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL 

FEED  

 Camelina sativa is currently listed in Annex 1 in Directive 2002/3210, and is only 
allowed to be present in animal feed in trace amounts which can not be quantified. 
In the future, it will be considered to base the legal provisions on individual plant 
constituents instead of plant species. 

 
  Camelina sativa has a high potential to be used as an alternative crop. It requires 

low input cultivation methods, and seems to be attractive in organic farming 
systems. In the light of these considerations, the development of Camelina sativa as 
an alternative oil-seed crop was the subject of an EC funded project (contract 
number AIR3-CT94-2178). The oil of Camelina sativa has high potential as a 
biofuel. In addition, it is used as a source of alpha-linolenic acid. In animal farming, 
there is a moderate potential for the development of speciality products, such as 
broiler chickens or eggs with a special fatty acid composition. 

 
  As a result of the increased interest in Camelina sativa it is necessary to consider 

the possibility that byproducts of the oil pressing might be used to a large extent as 
a feed material. Camelina sativa may contain glucosinolates and the potential 
adverse effects of these will be assessed in the opinion on glucosinolates as 
undesirable substances in animal feed (Question N° EFSA-Q-2003-061). In 
addition, Camelina sativa also contains trypsin inhibitors, condensed tannins and 
other possible anti-nutrients which need to be evaluated before Camelina sativa or 
products thereof can be used as a feed material. 

 
 
12.  CYANIDE AS AN UNDESIRABLE SUBSTANCE IN ANIMAL FEED. DRAFT OPINION.  

 A member of the WG introduced the draft opinion on cyanide as an undesirable 
substance in animal feed and highlighted the parts which had been revised 

                                                 
10 OJ L 140, 30.5.2002, p.10-21 
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according to the proposals made by the members of the CONTAM Panel at its 18th 
plenary meeting. The Panel adopted the opinion subject to incorporation of changes 
as suggested during the meeting. The chair of the Panel expressed his appreciation 
for this opinion and thanked the members of the WG for their work. 

 
 
13. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

Due to the heavy agenda for the April CONTAM plenary meeting an extension of 
the meeting by one day was agreed. The April plenary meeting will now take place 
from 24 to 27 April 2007, starting at 14.00 hrs the first day and ending on 13.00 hrs 
the last day.   


