
 European Food Safety Authority 

Brussels, 17 February 2005 
EFSA/CONTAM/267 

 
 

MINUTES OF THE 10TH PLENARY MEETING OF THE  
SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON CONTAMINANTS IN THE FOOD CHAIN (CONTAM) 

HELD ON 31 JANUARY AND 1 FEBRUARY  2005 IN BRUSSELS 
 

(ADOPTED BY WRITTEN PROCEDURE ON 17 FEBRUARY 2005) 
 
 
PARTICIPANTS 
 
Panel Members:  
Jan Alexander, Herman Autrup, Denis Bard, Angelo Carere, Lucio Guido Costa, Jean-
Pierre Cravedi, Roberto Fanelli, Johanna Fink-Gremmels1, John Gilbert, Niklas 
Johansson, Rolaf van Leeuwen (vice-chair), Jirí Ruprich, Josef Schlatter (chair), Dieter 
Schrenk, Greet Schoeters, Philippe Verger (vice-chair)  
 
Ad hoc expert:  
Peter Fürst2

 
EFSA 
Ulla Bertelsen (Assistant Scientific Co-ordinator CONTAM Panel), Tlaitmass Bounou 
(Administrative Secretary CONTAM Panel), Claudia Heppner (Scientific Co-ordinator 
CONTAM Panel), Juliane Kleiner (Scientific Expert Services)1 

 
European Commission 
Almut Bitterhof (DG Health and Consumer Protection), Martin Slayne (DG Health and 
Consumer Protection)1 

 
 
1.  WELCOME AND APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The chair of the Panel opened the meeting and welcomed the participants. 
Apologies for absence were received from following members of the CONTAM 
Panel Alessandro di Domenico, Philippe Grandjean, Agneta Oskarsson, Andrew 
Renwick and from the European Commission from Frans Verstraete (DG Health 
and Consumer Protection). 

 
                                                 
1 Only present on 31 January 2005 

2 Only present on 1 February 2005 
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2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

The item (8.5) “update on the safety of wild and farmed fish (SWAFF)” was added 
to the item “work programme”. The modified agenda was adopted.  
 

 
3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

No specific interests were declared by the CONTAM Panel members. Members 
were invited to complete their annual declaration of interests. A guidance document 
on the declaration of interests, which can be used by the Panel members, was 
recently adopted by the Management Board.  
 
 

4. MATTERS ARISING SINCE THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

The Secretariat explained the reasoning why the report on furan was published with 
a cover note from EFSA. The Panel noted that it would be favourable when in the 
future staff from EFSA´s communication department would assist in drafting the 
summary of opinions and reports. This matter will also be discussed at the next 
meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC). 

 
 
5. FEEDBACK FROM THE SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE 

The chair updated the members of the CONTAM Panel on the 10th meeting of the 
SC held on 15 to 16 December 2004 in Brussels. Details can be found in the 
minutes (EFSA/SC/124) published on EFSA´s web page3.  
 
Within this context the chair invited the Panel members to express their suggestion 
what kind of additional resources would be needed at EFSA to facilitate the work of 
the CONTAM Panel. The members expressed their wish to have a professional 
editor to harmonise the different styles in an opinion where several authors have 
drafted an opinion, as well as support in assembling literature covering all aspects 
of WG activities from finding occurrence data, analytical methods, regulations and 
other reports as well as toxicological data in order to facilitate background 
documents. The Secretariat will transmit these suggestions to EFSA. 
 
Panel members were also informed that DG Research would appreciate inputs on 
research needs for the 7th Framework program. Panel members are invited to send 
proposals to the CONTAM Secretariat within the next three weeks.  
 
 

 
3  http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/sc_commitee/sc_meetings/738_en.html  
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6.  GENERAL INFORMATION FROM EFSA 

The scientific co-ordinator congratulated the chair for the “Werder Prize” he 
received on 30 November 2004. This award is an expression of extraordinary 
achievements in the area of food safety in Switzerland and Europe.  
 
Furthermore, the CONTAM Panel was informed of the following items:  
 
Call CONTAM panel 
Due to resignations the CONTAM Panel has 2 vacancies. Therefore, EFSA has 
launched on the EFSA´s web page and the Official Journal a call for expression of 
interest on 22 December 20044. This information was also transmitted to 
EUROTOX and IUTOX. Applications can be made until the 28 February 2005. 
Panel members are invited to disseminate this information.  

EFSA staff 
The former vice-director of the Swiss Federal Office of Public Health was seconded 
to EFSA. One of his main tasks will be to build up the scientific network mentioned 
in the Council Regulation (EC) No 178/20025 of 28 January 2002 under Article 36 
as well as to establish contacts to the new Member States.  

 Move to Parma 
 The CONTAM Panel was informed that the Executive Director of EFSA has taken 

up his office in Parma on 24 January 2005. A direct flight Brussels – Parma three 
times per week is now available.   

 
Management Board (MB)  

 At the last MB meeting which was held on 18 January 2005 EFSA´s work 
programme for 2005 was adopted. The members of the Panel were also informed 
that the MB wishes to have at one of their next meetings a discussion on the criteria 
used for replacement of members of the Panels and Scientific Committee.  

 
 
7.  GENERAL INFORMATION FROM THE COMMISSION 

The Service within the Commission responsible for legislation mentioned that new 
legislation setting maximum levels for benzo(a)pyrene in certain foods is due to be 
adopted on 4 February and will be published in the Official Journal shortly after.    
At the next meeting of the Standing Committee on the Food chain and Animal 
Health on 14 February a draft Commission Regulation amending Regulation (EC) 
No 466/2001 as regards dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs will be discussed proposing 
new maximum levels for the sum of dioxins, furans and dioxin-like PCBs in 
foodstuffs in addition to the keeping of the existing maximum levels for dioxins 

 
4 http://www.efsa.eu.int/opportunities/general_advice/catindex_en.html  

5 http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/pri/en/oj/dat/2002/l_031/l_03120020201en00010024.pdf  
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and furans. Also a draft Commission Recommendation on the reduction of dioxins 
and PCBs in feedingstuffs and foodstuffs proposing action levels separately for 
dioxins and furans on the one hand and for dioxin-like PCBs on the other hand. 
Action levels are a tool to identify sources of contamination and as the sources of 
contamination of dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs are different, proposing separate 
action levels is appropriate.  
 
Furthermore, members of the Panel were informed that maximum levels for 
ochratoxin A in roasted coffee, wine and grape juice were adopted by the 
Commission on 26 January 2005 (published in the Official Journal on 28 January 
2005).  
 
A review whereby the setting of levels for ochratoxin A in other food commodities 
will be considered on the basis of an up-to-date risk assessment on ochratoxin A 
performed by EFSA. A request from Commission to EFSA for this risk assessment 
and the possible need for updating the opinion on OTA from the Scientific 
Committee on Food in 1998, will be introduced when the final report of an EU 
Research project on Ochratoxin A– risk assessment (Project No: QLK1-2001-
01614)6 is available (expected to become available shortly). Within this context, the 
Panel members were informed that ILSI Europe plans to initiate a workshop on the 
outcome of the Ochratoxin A – risk assessment research project. 
 
The Panel was informed that the Commission organised a stakeholder meeting on 
acrylamide on 14 January 2005. The aim of this workshop was to exchange 
information and not to discuss risk management measures. At this meeting EFSA 
presented an update on the acrylamide information base7. 
 
Discussions with Member States are ongoing on maximum levels for i) lead, 
cadmium and fluorine, and ii) deoxynivalenol, zearalenone and ochratoxin A as 
undesirable substances in feedingstuffs as follow up on the recent EFSA opinions. 

 
 
8. WORK PROGRAMME 

8.1 Official requests to EFSA received from the European Commission  

 The scientific co-ordinator informed the Panel that for the 10th CONTAM plenary 
meeting no new requests from the Commission, falling within the mandate of the 
Panel, were received by EFSA.  

 

 
6 http://www.uni-wuerzburg.de/toxikologie/EU-OTA/OchratoxinA.html 

7 http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/chemicalsafety/contaminants/acryl_database_en.htm 
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 The Panel was informed that the European Parliament sent a request to EFSA to 
assess the safety of eating herring from the Baltic Sea. EFSA proposed to address 
this request in the opinion on the safety assessment of farmed and wild fish. 

 
 Furthermore, the members of the Panel were briefed that the European Commission 

will send more requests for evaluating persistent organic pollutants as undesirable 
substances in animal feed in the near future. A risk assessment on ergot alkaloids in 
food will also be requested soon.  

  
8.2 Update on undesirable substances in animal feed 

The chair of the working group (WG) on undesirable substances in animal feed 
(USAF), section persistent organic pollutants (POPs) informed the Panel that the 
WG met on 19 to 21 January 2005. The Panel was informed that the draft opinions 
on lindane and endosulfan as undesirable substance in animal feed are in an 
advanced stage and these two draft opinions will most likely be presented to the 
next CONTAM plenary meeting.  
 
 

8.3 Update on non-dioxin like PCBs 

 The chair of the WG on NDL-PCBs informed the Panel about the outcome of the 
last WG meeting which took place on 6 to 7 December 2004. The exposure and 
occurrence part of the draft opinion is nearly finalised. At the next upcoming WG 
meeting, the focus will be on the risk characterisation. A small group of the NDL-
PCB WG met on 18 January 2005 in order to discuss how to best structure the 
currently quite large opinion. Depending on the progress of the upcoming WG, a 
first draft of the opinion might be presented to the next CONTAM plenary meeting.    

 
 
8.4 Update on the establishment of a WG PFOS  

 The chair of the WG informed the Panel that on 6 December 2004 a brainstorming 
meeting on perfluorooctane sulfonate (PFOS) was held. At this meeting it was 
discussed how the terms of reference should be interpreted and the need for 
additional experts in the WG. It was also mentioned that data on occurrence of 
PFOS in foods is very limited. Therefore, different ways how to gain such data 
were explored. One possibility was to elaborate with the scientific officer from DG 
Research handling the Perforce project, if these needs could be included in this 
project. The chair of the CONTAM Panel informed the members that the UK Food 
Standard Agency included PFOS in the UK total diet study, which will be 
completed by mid 2005. It was also mentioned that a member of the EC Scientific 
Committee on Health and Environmental Risks (SCHER) will join the EFSA WG 
on PFOS. The need for occurrence data on PFOS in food will be mentioned at the 
next advisory forum meeting as well as at the upcoming Commission expert 
meeting on industrial and environmental contaminants.  
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8.5 Update on safety of wild and farmed fish  

 The chair of the WG provided an update on the progress of the project. In the draft 
opinion eight fish species comprising farmed, wild, marine, freshwater, oily and 
lean fish will be considered. The additional question asked by the European 
Parliament on the safety of herring from the Baltic Sea will be included in the 
exposure part of the opinion. Currently the WG is working in particular on the risk 
benefit part of the opinion.  

 
 
8.6 Opinion on concentration limits for boron and fluoride in mineral waters. 

Oral proposal for the exposure assessment chapter. 

 A member of the CONTAM panel outlined the exposure calculations for boron and 
fluoride in mineral water. Figures on the intake of bottled water were taken from 
data compiled in the SC WG on exposure assessment as well as data provided by 
the European Federation of Bottled waters (EFBW). Based on the opinion on upper 
intake level for boron from the NDA panel8, adults are not exceeding the upper 
intake level of 10 mg/day. However, based on the draft proposal for upper intake 
levels for fluoride, adults and children would come close to, or even overstep the 
upper intake level. The Panel asked whether other sources of fluoride should be 
considered in the opinion which is not part of the terms of reference. The Service 
within the Commission responsible for relationships with EFSA considered the 
focus of this opinion on mineral waters as sufficient.   

 
 
9. Undesirable substances in animal feed – arsenic. Draft opinion 

 The chair of the WG USAF section heavy metals introduced the draft opinion on 
arsenic as undesirable substance in animal feed. The CONTAM Panel adopted this 
opinion subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the discussions. 
The chair of the CONTAM Panel expressed his appreciation to the WG. 

 

10. Undesirable substances in animal feed – camphechlor. Draft opinion 

 The chair of the WG USAF section POPs introduced the draft opinion on 
camphechlor as undesirable substance in animal feed. The CONTAM Panel 
adopted this opinion9 subject to incorporation of changes as suggested during the 
discussions. The chair of the CONTAM Panel expressed his appreciation to the 
WG. 

 

 
8 http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/nda/nda_opinions/529_en.html  

9 http://www.efsa.eu.int/science/contam/contam_opinions/803_en.html  
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11. Draft chapter on chemical contamination for an AHAW report on welfare 
aspects of various systems of keeping laying hens. 

 A member of the CONTAM panel introduced a revision of this document. The 
CONTAM Panel adopted this chapter subject to incorporation of changes as 
suggested during the discussions.  

 
 
12. Any other business 

 Due to the high workload of the CONTAM Panel it was proposed to extend the 12th 
plenary meeting for an additional day; this meeting will take place from 21 to 23 
June 2005.  

 
 Within the area of undesirable substances in animal feed a new working group on 

natural pant products and plant toxins will be established. Members of the 
CONTAM Oanel are invited to send a note to the Secretariat in case they want to 
join this WG as well as to suggest names of experts in this area within the next 
three weeks. 


