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Participants 

 Panel Members:

Margherita Bignami, Kevin Chipman, Jesús Del Mazo, Bettina Grasl-Kraupp, 
Christer Hogstrand, Ron Hoogenboom, Jean-Charles Leblanc, Carlo Nebbia, 
Elsa Nielsen, Evangelia Ntzani1, Annette Petersen, Salomon Sand, Dieter 
Schrenk, Tanja Schwerdtle, Christiane Vleminckx and Heather Wallace. 

 Hearing Experts2:

Klaus Abraham (for Item 6.1). 

 European Commission and/or Member States 
representatives:  

Veerle Vanheusden and Frans VerstraeteError! Bookmark not defined.1 (European 
Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, Unit E2). 

 EFSA:  

 BIOCONTAM Unit:  

Katleen Baert, Marco Binaglia, Anna Christodoulidou, Michaela 
Hempen (for Item 7) Ernesto Liebana Criado, Karen Mackay, Kelly 

1 Attendance by audio-web conference on 28 November only. 
2 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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Niermans, Luisa Ramos Bordajandi, Elena Rovesti and Hans 
Steinkellner.  

 DATA Unit:  

Francesca Riolo (for Item 6.1 and 6.4), Davide Arcella and Zsuzsanna 
Horvath (for Item 6.2). 

 Observers: 

Not applicable. 

 Others: 

Not applicable. 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair of the CONTAM Panel welcomed the participants. 

Apologies were received from Laurent Bodin (CONTAM Panel), and Marina 
Marini (European Commission, DG Health and Food Safety, unit D1). 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes.  

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations 
of Interest4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled in by the 
Scientific Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of 
Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting had been identified 
during the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 
beginning of this meeting. 

4.  Agreement of the minutes of the 100th Plenary meeting held 
on 24-26 September 2019 

The minutes of the 100th Plenary meeting held on 24-26 September 2019 were 
agreed on 17 October 2019.  

3 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/corporate/pub/policyonindependence
4 ht tps://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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5.  Report on written procedures since 100th Plenary meeting 

The corrections on the 2017 CONTAM Panel Statement on Risks for human 
health related to the presence of pyrrolizidine alkaloids in honey, tea, herbal 
infusions and food supplements were agreed by written procedure on 29 
October 2019. The corrected Statement will be republished in the EFSA website. 
The CONTAM Panel endorsed by written procedure on 18 November 2019 the 
EFSA draft Scientific Report on Acute human exposure assessment to 
tetrahydrocannabinol (Δ9-THC). 

6.  Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and possible 
adoption 

6.1. Draft Scientific opinion on the risks to human health related to the 
presence of perfluoroalkyl substances in food (EFSA-Q-2017-
00549)5

The Chair of the WG on PFAS in food presented the draft opinion for discussion 
and possible endorsement of selected sections. The sections of the opinion 
related to occurrence in food, exposure assessment and toxicokinetics were 
endorsed and some sections in relation to toxicity in experimental animals were 
discussed. The Panel also discussed human studies and the overall approach 
for the risk assessment. 

6.2. Draft Scientific opinion on the risks for public health related 
to the presence of ochratoxin A in food (EFSA-Q-2018-00699)6

The Chair noted that almost all sections had already previously been endorsed 
by the Panel. The section on exposure in breastfed infants has been revised 
substantially on request of the Panel and also the Uncertainty section had been 
updated. Summary and Abstract have now been added. Pending minor 
changes, the Panel endorsed these revised and new sections for public 
consultation. The draft opinion will be posted for public consultation from 
beginning of December until end of January next year.   

6.3. Draft Scientific opinion on the evaluation of calcium 
lignosulphonate as acceptable previous cargo for edible fats 
and oils (EFSA-Q-2019-00130)7

The Chair of the WG on Previous cargos presented the draft opinion on the 

evaluation of calcium lignosulphonate as acceptable previous cargo for edible 

fats and oils for discussion and possible adoption. The Panel adopted the opinion 

5 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00549
6 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2018-00699
7 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00130
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with some revisions. The Chair of the Panel thanked the WG and EFSA staff for 

their work.

6.4. Draft Scientific opinion on the risks for animal and human 
health related to the presence of glycoalkaloids in feed and 
food, in particular in potatoes and potato-derived products 
(EFSA-Q-2016-00240)8

The Chair of the WG on Glycoalkaloids presented the draft opinion for discussion 
and possible endorsement of the sections on supporting information for the 
assessment, toxicokinetics, toxicity in experimental animals, observations in 
humans, mode of action, occurrence, exposure assessment, and considerations 
of critical effects. The Panel endorsed those sections with some revisions. The 
Panel also discussed the overall approach for the risk assessment. The Chair of 
the WG will bring the comments back to the WG which will take them into 
account and continue with the development of the draft opinion.   

7.  Draft scientific opinion on the evaluation of public and animal 
health risks in case of a delayed post-mortem inspection in 
ungulates. 

EFSA gave a presentation on the proposed approach related to chemical 
contaminants and residues. The Panel agreed with the proposal to focus in the 
current assessment on the chemical hazards that were categorised as high and 
medium potential concern in the meat inspection opinions published in the 
period 2011-2013. However, the Panel asked to include, based on recent risk 
assessments carried out by the CONTAM Panel, contaminants that may occur 
in food of animal origin at relevant concentrations. The Panel agreed with the 
type of information taken into account to reply to the terms of references. EFSA 
presented a few examples illustrating the approach and the CONTAM Panel 
proposed some minor changes regarding the wording of the draft conclusions.  

8.  Feedback from the Scientific Committee/ Scientific Panels,
CONTAM Working Groups, EFSA, the European Commission 

8.1. European Commission 

The agenda item was deferred to the next meeting due to time constraints.  

8.2. CONTAM Panel Working Groups 

 Update from WG on Chlorinated paraffins in food and feed 
The Chair of the WG informed that the revised draft opinion on CPs in food 
and feed will be presented for possible adoption at the next CONTAM Panel 

8 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00240
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meeting, together with the corresponding Technical Report of the public 
consultation, that includes the replies to the comments received.   

 Update from WG on Ochratoxin A in food 
See Item 6.2. 

 Update from WG on Aflatoxins in food  
An overview of the comments received during the public consultation on the 
draft opinion on aflatoxins in food was presented to the Panel. The WG will 
address the comments and present a revised version of the opinion for 
possible adoption at the upcoming Panel meetings. 

 Update from the WG on Glycoalkaloids in food and feed 
See Item 6.4. 

 Update from WG on Perfluoroalkyl substances in food 
See item 6.1. 

 Update from WG on Brominated flame retardants in food 
The Chair of the WG informed that the work is progressing well. The WG is 
developing the draft opinion on HBCDDs and starting to develop the draft 
Opinion on PBDEs.   

 Update from WG on Nitrites and Nitrates in feed 
The Chair of the WG informed that the work is progressing well and that 
the occurrence data are now available The WG continues to develop the 
draft opinion. 

 Update from WG on Previous cargoes 
See item 6.3. 

 Update of the WG on Nickel in food 
The Chair of the WG informed the Panel that the WG had a second WG 
meeting in October. The draft opinion will use the 2015 opinion as starting 
point taking into consideration the new literature identified. 

8.3. EFSA 

The CONTAM Team Leader informed the Panel on the publication of a Technical 
Report on the rapid risk assessment related to the presence of mineral oil 
aromatic hydrocarbons (MOAH) in infant and follow on formula. The rapid 
assessment was performed in response to a mandate from the European 
Commission following a report of foodwatch on detection of MOAH in samples 
of infant and follow on formula9. The Technical Report was published on 18 
November 2019 and is available at the following link: 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/it/supporting/pub/en-1741

The EC will request EFSA to update the assessment report upon availability of 
additional data. 

9 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2019-00691
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8.4. Scientific Committee and Working Groups of interest to the 
CONTAM Panel 

The CONTAM Panel Chair informed the Panel on the agenda of the 96th meeting 
of the EFSA Scientific Committee to be held on 4-5 December 2019. In 
particular, the draft guidance of the Scientific Committee on the appraisal and 
integration of evidence from epidemiological studies in scientific assessment will 
be presented for discussion and the EFSA Framework on protocol development 
for non-application scientific assessments will be presented for possible 
endorsement. An update of the activity of the WG on Genotoxicity was provided. 

9.  Any other business  

Not applicable. 


