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EFSA 
European Food Safety Authority 

 
 
 

     
MINUTES OF THE 23RD PLENARY MEETING OF  
THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS 
HELD IN PARMA ON 17 AND 18 MAY 2006 
 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1 Opening, apologies for absence 
2 Adoption of the agenda 
3 Adoption of the minutes of the previous plenary 
4 Declarations of interest 
5 Official requests to EFSA 

5.1 Presentation of new mandates received from the Commission 
5.2 Organization of Working Groups 

6 Discussion and possible adoption of opinions 
6.1 Quantitative Risk Assessment for residual BSE risk: Opinion on 

Vertebral Column 
6.2 BSE related risk from the use of skins and hides for technical 

purposes from cohort animals 
6.3 Visual inspection system in veal calves – TB aspects 

7 Progress reports and discussion on the following mandates  
7.1 Opinion on the update of the GBR methodology 
7.2 Breeding for TSE resistance in small ruminants 
7.3 Review of the Community summary zoonoses report 
7.4 ABP:  Progress on process applications received  
7.5 Quantitative Risk Assessment for residual BSE risk in sheep 

8 Progress on the documents for public consultation 
9 Feed-back by the Chairman on subjects discussed in the SC of interest to 
 the Panel 
10 Feed-back by the Panel members attending WG from other Panels 
11 AOB  
12 Closure of the meeting 
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PARTICIPANTS 
Panel Members: 
Herbert Budka, Sava Buncic, Pierre Colin, John D Collins, James Hope, 
Günter Klein, Hilde Kruse (18 May), Simone Magnino, Antonio Martínez López, 
Christophe Nguyen-The, Birgit Noerrung (18 May), George-John Nychas, 
Maurice Pensaert, Terence Roberts, Ivar Vågsholm, Emmanuel Vanopdenbosch 
 
EFSA: 
Marta Hugas, Eirini Tsigarida, Didier Verloo, Paolo Calistri, Fulvio Barizzone, 
Tobin Robinson, (Scientific Staff); Angela Cohen, Cristiana Ventura 
(Administrative staff) 

 
European Commission (EC): 
DG Health and Consumer Protection: Taina Sateri  

1. OPENING, APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

The Chair welcomed everyone to the last Plenary meeting under the first 
mandate1 of the Biological Hazards Panel. Apologies were received from 
Christian Ducrot, Alexander Mac Johnston OBE, Hilde Kruse (17 May), 
Ernst Lücker, Riitta Liisa Maijala, Birgit Noerrung (17 May), Servé Notermans 
and Bart Goossens (EFSA). 

2. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

The agenda was adopted.  Although quorum could not be attained on 17 May, 
sufficient experts were present on 18 May to reach quorum.2 

3. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

There were no new declarations of interest relating to the above agenda. 

4. ADOPTION OF THE MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PLENARY 

The Minutes of the Plenary of 19-20 April were adopted following a change to a 
paragraph under item 4 “Self-tasking issues - Update”.  

5. OFFICIAL REQUESTS TO EFSA 

5.1. PRESENTATION OF NEW MANDATES RECEIVED FROM THE COMMISSION 

There were no new mandates received from the Commission. 
                                                 
1  The duration of the first mandate of the BIOHAZ Panel runs three years from its inaugural meeting of 

May 2003. 
2  Over two thirds of the Panel must be present to attain quorum, i.e. 15 or more experts in the case of the 

BIOHAZ Panel. 
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5.2. ORGANIZATION OF WORKING GROUPS 

See item 5.1 

6. DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF OPINIONS 

6.1. QUANTITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RESIDUAL BSE RISK: OPINION ON 
VERTEBRAL COLUMN 

The Chair of the Working Group (WG) reported that the draft document had been 
simplified and a summary had been added in accordance with the comments of 
the Panel members at the April Plenary meeting.  Further small editorial changes 
were requested and agreed to, following which the Opinion was adopted. 
 
6.2. BSE RELATED RISK FROM THE USE OF SKINS AND HIDES FOR TECHNICAL 
PURPOSES FROM COHORT ANIMALS 

The WG met on 26 April to assess the BSE risk of using hides and skins from EU 
cohort animals (“cohort animals” with respect to a BSE case according to the 
legislation, EC 999/2001) and from UK cattle born before August 1996, for the 
production of leather, considering potential contamination and the inclusion of 
such hides or by-products from such hides in the food chain.  A qualitative 
assessment was drafted and a query was raised as to whether the EC requires 
further quantitative analysis.  The EC’s representative indicated that at present a 
qualitative risk assessment would be sufficient. The draft Opinion was amended 
following discussion by the Panel.  The Opinion was then adopted. 
 
6.3. VISUAL INSPECTION SYSTEM IN VEAL CALVES – TB ASPECTS 

The draft Opinion was presented to the Panel.  EFSA was asked by the EC to 
assess the public and animal health risks associated with the adoption of a visual 
inspection system in veal calves raised in a Member State considered officially 
free of tuberculosis, as opposed to the palpation and incision currently practiced 
in post-mortem inspection.  Following some editorial changes, the Opinion was 
adopted. 

7. PROGRESS REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING MANDATES  

7.1. OPINION ON THE UPDATE OF THE GBR3 METHODOLOGY 

At the WG meeting of 10-11 May, progress was made regarding the method for 
assessing the “external challenge” (live cattle and meat and bone meal imported 
from BSE countries) by using surveillance and prevalence data from the exporting 
country to address the BSE risk of the exported commodities.  Also the 
methodology to assess the “stability” (cattle system) was further developed to 

                                                 
3  GBR: Geographical BSE Risk - www.efsa.eu.int/science/tse_assessments/catindex_en.html 
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more accurately consider the situation in third countries (i.e. countries exporting 
to EU).  The next WG meetings will be held on 12-13 June and 18-19 July and 
will examine the assessment of surveillance data.  The WG aims to produce a 
draft document to present at the July Plenary.  It is intended that the draft will 
then be published on the Internet for public consultation. 
 
7.2. BREEDING FOR TSE RESISTANCE IN SMALL RUMINANTS 

The next meeting of the WG will be held on 7 June.  Additional data on 
VRQ/VRQ genotypes is required. 
 
7.3. REVIEW OF THE COMMUNITY SUMMARY ZOONOSES REPORT 

The Chair of the WG reported that the first meeting was held on 28 April.  There 
is a large mandate to cover by the end of July and the final document will be a 
joint BIOHAZ-AHAW document as the Terms of Reference (ToR) includes 
certain animal health aspects.  BIOHAZ will address the issues on human health 
and AHAW will address the animal health issues.  The meeting was also attended 
by a member of AHAW’s secretariat4.  Furthermore, the ECDC5 will also 
participate.  The next WG meeting is on 19 May.  The Panel discussed the extent 
to which data from sources other than the report should be taken into account, 
how to facilitate the comparison of data over time, and approaches to the  
production of the review document. 
 
7.4. ANIMAL BY-PRODUCTS (ABP):  PROGRESS ON PROCESS APPLICATIONS 
RECEIVED 

The Chair of the WG reported back on the meeting of 11 May in which a 
representative of an applicant company presented their biofuel process and 
addressed specific questions raised by the experts.  The company was asked to 
provide further details on how potential biological hazards would be addressed.   
 
The application for lime treatment of manure was also discussed at the same WG 
meeting. The answers provided by the European Lime Association in reply to the 
WG questions were not fully exhaustive and lacked specific data and validation 
information. 
 
The Panel agreed to recommend updating the current guidance document6 for 
organisations wishing to apply for a risk assessment, evaluating new processes for 
the safe disposal or use of ABPs.  EFSA was invited to further develop the 
guidelines for the acceptance of dossiers for evaluation.  

                                                 
4  AHAW: Panel on animal health and welfare 
5  ECDC: European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
6  www.ec.europa.eu/comm/food/food/biosafety/animalbyproducts/disposal0604_en.pdf 
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Consideration was given to the manner in which future mandates of this type 
might be addressed. These included the assessment of such processes by EFSA’s 
staff, who would consult the relevant Panel(s) only where required. 
 
7.5. QUANTITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RESIDUAL BSE RISK IN SHEEP 

The Chair of the WG reported that the next meeting will be held on 8 June.  It was 
noted that new data had been received and that there are some links to the work of 
the WG dealing with breeding for resistance. 

8. PROGRESS ON THE DOCUMENTS FOR PUBLIC CONSULTATION 

The Panel discussed the comments which had been received on the draft Opinion 
on microbiological testing, criteria and other objectives7.  The deadline for 
sending comments to EFSA relating to this draft document is 31 May, 2006. 
 
The other BIOHAZ consultation document currently open for public comment is 
the draft guidance document on the efficacy of decontaminating agents other than 
potable water8 (deadline for receipt of comments is 26 May).  No comments on 
the guidance document had been received by EFSA to date.   
 
EFSA’s Advisory Forum9 and Stakeholder Platform10 had been informed of the 
consultation documents with a view to raising awareness that comments are 
welcome from all interested parties.  

9. FEED-BACK BY THE CHAIRMAN ON SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN THE SC OF 
INTEREST TO THE PANEL 

The next meeting of the Scientific Committee (SC) will be held on 31 May - 
1 June. 

10. FEED-BACK BY THE PANEL MEMBERS ATTENDING WG FROM OTHER 
PANELS 

10.1. QUALIFIED PRESUMPTION OF SAFETY (QPS) 

A member of the Panel reported that the next QPS meeting will be held on 
30 May.  The progress reports on lactic acid, yeasts and moulds and Bacillus 
species will be presented at the SC meeting of 31 May - 1 June. 

                                                 
7      www.efsa.eu.int/science/biohaz/biohaz_consultations/1427/biohaz_consultation_micro_criteria_en2.pdf 
8    www.efsa.eu.int/science/biohaz/biohaz_consultations/1429_en.html 
9    www.efsa.eu.int/advisory_forum/catindex_en.html 
10   www.efsa.eu.int/stakeholder_stakeholder_consultative_platform/catindex_en.html 
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10.2. BOTANICALS AND BOTANICAL PREPARATIONS 

The WG met on 13-14 March and its remit covers botanicals and botanical 
preparations with physiological benefit to health, added to food.  The objective of 
the group is to better assess the biological and toxicological risks to the health of 
the consumer.  The WG has also looked at whether it is possible to apply the QPS 
approach to the safety assessment of  botanicals and botanical preparations.  An 
interim report has been produced for possible endorsement by the SC. 
 
10.3. EMERGING RISKS 

The Chair reported that the final report will be tabled at the next SC meeting.   

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS  

11.1. FEEDBACK FROM COMMISSION – FOLLOW-UP ON LEGISLATION 

A summary of the outcome of the BIOHAZ Opinions to date and their impact in 
relation to European legislation was presented to the Panel.  The participant from 
the Commission expressed the view that the EC was pleased with the work of the 
Panel.  The Chair, when thanking the Commission’s participant for the summary, 
said it was greatly appreciated by the Panel members. 
 
11.2. UPDATE ON THE ESTABLISHMENT OF THE NEW BIOHAZ PANEL 

The Management Board11 (MB) met on 11 May in Brussels to discuss the 
appointment of the new Panels.  The composition of the new Panels will be 
finalised by 1 June.  EFSA will start to contact applicants in the week 
commencing 22 May.  There will initially be 21 BIOHAZ members; however, in 
the coming months two additional members will be appointed. 
 
11.3. SRM BACK CALCULATIONS 

Although no progress report was given, the WG is continuing to work on the back 
calculations in relation to SRM and will meet again around September. 

12. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

The Chair thanked the members of the Panel for their work and diligence over the 
last three years.  The EFSA Secretariat thanked the members and their EC 
counterparts for their constructive cooperation and their role in improving food 
safety in the European Union.  All the participants agreed wholeheartedly that the 
Chair had at all times acted in an impeccable manner and had contributed greatly 
to the achievement of the Panel.  The meeting ended at 13.30. 

                                                 
11  www.efsa.eu.int/mboard/catindex_en.html 


