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EFSA 
European Food Safety Authority 
 
 
 

Parma, June 2005          
      
 
MINUTES OF THE 15th PLENARY MEETING OF  
THE SCIENTIFIC PANEL ON BIOLOGICAL HAZARDS 
Held in Parma on 8 and 9 June 2005 
 
AGENDA: 
 
1. Welcome 
2. Apologies 
3. Adoption of the agenda 
4. Minutes of the previous plenary 
5. Self tasking issues - update 
6. Official requests to EFSA. 

6.1. Presentation of new mandates received from the Commission 

6.2. Organization of Working Groups 

7. Discussion and possible adoption of opinions 

7.1. Washing of eggs 

7.2. Quantitative Risk Assessment for residual BSE risk. Opinion on meat and bone 
meal  

7.3. Quantitative assessment of risk posed to humans by tissues of small ruminants in 
case BSE is present in these animal populations. 

8. Progress reports and discussion on the following mandates:  
8.1. The risk of feeding farmed animals with ready-to-use milk-based products and 

milk-derived products (ABP) 
8.2. Risk assessment of a reduced inspection system for pigs slaughtered in areas with a very 

low prevalence of Trichinella 
8.3. Risk reduction options of Salmonella in pig production 

8.4. Safety vis-à-vis biological risk of biogas and compost treatment standards of 
Animal by Products (ABP) 

8.5. Safety vis-à-vis biological risk of heat treatment of manure 
8.6. Quantitative Risk Assessment for residual BSE risk. Progress reports on 

Gelatine, Vertebral Column, di-calcium phosphate (DCP) and tri-calcium 
phosphate (TCP) 

9. Feed-back by the Chairman on subjects discussed in the SC of interest to the Panel 
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10. Feed-back by the Panel members attending WG from other Panels 

10.1. Rift Valley Fever – adoption on Public Health issues 
11. AOB 
12. Closure of the meeting 

 
PARTICIPANTS 
Panel Members: 
Herbert Budka, Sava Buncic, Pierre Colin, John D. Collins, Christian Ducrot, 
James Hope, Mac Johnston, Günter Klein, Antonio Martinez López, Christophe Nguyen-
The, Riitta Maijala, Servé Notermans, Hilde Kruse, Maurice Pensaert, Ivar Vågsholm, 
Emmanuel Vanopdenbosch. Ernst Lücker, George- John Nychas, Simone Magnino and 
Terence Roberts. 
 
EFSA 
Marta Hugas, Bart Goossens, Lucia Pena Alberdi, Didier Verloo and Eirini Tsigarida   
 (Scientific Staff); Angela Cohen and Helene Fenech (Administrative staff) 
 
Commission 
DG Health and Consumer Protection: Rosella Brozzi 
 
 
 

1. WELCOME 

The Chair opened the meeting by welcoming everybody.  

2. APOLOGIES AND DECLARATION OF INTERESTS 

The following apologies were received: Birgit Noerrung (8 and 9th June), Christian 
Ducrot (9th June) 
 
In view of renewing the declaration of interests for the third year of the panel’s 
membership, the participants were asked to sign their declaration of independence, 
commitment and interests.  

3. ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA  

The agenda was adopted.  

4. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS PLENARY 

The minutes of the previous minutes were adopted. 
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5. SELF-TASKING ISSUES –UPDATE 

5.1. GUIDANCE DOCUMENT ON “MICROBIOLOGICAL TESTING, CRITERIA AND 
OTHER OBJECTIVES’’ - ORGANIZATION OF A WG 

The working group has been established but has not yet started its activities. The 
first WG meeting will be held in Brussels on the 11th of July next. 

6. OFFICIAL REQUESTS TO EFSA 

6.1. PRESENTATION OF NEW MANDATES RECEIVED FROM THE COMMISSION 

6.1.1. Mandate on somatic cell count in goat milk  

A new mandate was received from the European Commission (EC) relating to the use of 
somatic cell count in goat milk and to the Panel’s earlier statement on the safety of milk 
of goats in case BSE is confirmed in this species.  This follows an earlier statement 
issued by the BIOHAZ Panel relating to the safety of milk of goats following the 
announcement and confirmation of BSE in a goat in France.  The new mandate requests 
EFSA to issue a scientific advice on the usefulness of somatic cell counts in goat milk.  A 
working group will be composed including a chairman from the panel and ad hoc 
scientists involved in research on goat milk and on mastitis in this species.  The first 
meeting will be organised in the coming months.  It is anticipated that an opinion will be 
available before the end of this year.   
 

6.1.2. Mandate on definition of atypical cases of scrapie  

A new mandate was received from the EC requesting the experts of the European Food 
Safety Authority (EFSA), in collaboration with the Community Reference Laboratory 
(CRL) and its expert group on strain-typing, to evaluate the most updated information on 
atypical cases in order to indicate criteria to define atypical cases or to determine certain 
groups of atypical cases taking into account the statements of the CRL panel of experts. 
The first joint meeting of CRL and EFSA has taken place and a draft report and draft 
opinion will be prepared for submission and possible adoption to the plenary meeting in 
July or September.  

6.2. ORGANIZATION OF WORKING GROUPS 

Working groups on the above mentioned new mandates have been created and 
meetings will be organised in due course.   

7.  DISCUSSION AND POSSIBLE ADOPTION OF OPINIONS 

7.1. WASHING OF EGGS  

The Chair/Rapporteur presented the revised draft opinion to the Panel. The Panel 
members agreed to produce a shorter summary. Discussion revolved around 
clarifications as well as structural changes for the conclusions and 
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recommendations. The revised version will be circulated to the Panel members 
before next plenary meeting in July. Possible adoption of the scientific opinion was 
deferred to the next plenary meeting in July. 

7.2. QUANTITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RESIDUAL BSE RISK IN BOVINE 
DERIVED PRODUCTS 

The draft report and opinion was presented as a progress report and not for adoption 
after discussion in the WG the day before the plenary.  It will be presented at the 
next meeting in July for possible adoption.  

7.3. QUANTITATIVE ASSESSMENT OF RISK POSED TO HUMANS BY TISSUES OF SMALL 
RUMINANTS IN CASE BSE IS PRESENT IN THESE ANIMAL POPULATIONS 

A draft report and opinion for this mandate was presented by the Chairman of the 
Working Group. A short discussion took place on the wording of the conclusions 
and recommendations after which the report and the opinion were adopted.   

8. PROGRESS REPORTS AND DISCUSSION ON THE FOLLOWING MANDATES: 

8.1. THE RISK OF FEEDING FARMED ANIMALS WITH READY-TO-USE MILK-BASED 
PRODUCTS AND MILK-DERIVED PRODUCTS  

The first meeting of this Working Group took place immediately after the previous 
plenary meeting in April. The Chair of the WG explained that during that meeting 
the mandate of the Commission was discussed and a draft of the table of contents 
prepared. The tasks were distributed among the members of the WG. The next 
meeting of the WG was scheduled on 16th June in Brussels.  

8.2. RISK ASSESSMENT OF A REDUCED INSPECTION SYSTEM FOR PIGS SLAUGHTERED 
IN AREAS WITH A VERY LOW PREVALENCE OF TRICHINELLA  

The first draft opinion was tabled and the Chair/Rapporteur made a presentation 
followed by discussion by the members of the BIOHAZ panel. The outcome of the 
discussion will be considered in the next meeting of the working group which will 
be held on 13th and 14th June in Brussels.  

8.3. RISK REDUCTION OPTIONS OF SALMONELLA IN PIG PRODUCTION 

The first meeting of this Working Group took place on the 18th of May. The 
mandate was discussed and further clarification of the mandate was provided by a 
representative of the Commission. A draft table of contents is to be designed based 
on an integrated food-chain approach regarding pig production. The next meeting of 
the WG is scheduled on 7th July in Brussels. 
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8.4. SAFETY VIS-À-VIS BIOLOGICAL RISK OF BIOGAS AND COMPOST TREATMENT 
STANDARDS OF ANIMAL BY PRODUCTS (ABP) 

8.5. SAFETY VIS-À-VIS BIOLOGICAL RISK OF HEAT TREATMENT OF MANURE 

There were no additional documents on both these draft opinions (8.4 AND 8.5) 
available for discussion as there had been no meeting since the last plenary meeting. 
Further WG meetings are to be held on 17th June and 11 July 2005.  It is foreseen 
that a draft report and opinion will be presented for adoption at the next plenary in 
July.   

8.6. QUANTITATIVE RISK ASSESSMENT FOR RESIDUAL BSE RISK. PROGRESS 
REPORTS ON GELATINE, VERTEBRAL COLUMN, DI-CALCIUM PHOSPHATE 
(DCP) AND TRI-CALCIUM PHOSPHATE (TCP) 

The opinion on meat and bone meal (MBM) has been further developed and will be 
presented at the plenary in July. Also the draft opinions on gelatine and DCP/TCP 
will be presented in July for discussion. Thereafter the opinion on DCP/TCP will be 
finalised followed by the opinion on the vertebral column.   

9. FEED-BACK BY THE CHAIRMAN ON SUBJECTS DISCUSSED IN THE SC OF 
INTEREST TO THE PANEL  

There had been no meeting of the Scientific Committee since the last BIOHAZ 
plenary meeting. The next Scientific Committee meeting will be held late in June. 
The Chair briefed the Plenary on several items for further discussion at the SC 
including the concern expressed by some of the other panels, and shared by 
members of the BIOHAZ panel, regarding additional travelling time required and 
financial reimbursements for meetings in Parma.  

10. FEED-BACK BY THE PANEL MEMBERS ATTENDING WG FROM OTHER 
PANELS  

10.1 RIFT VALLEY FEVER-ADOPTION ON PUBLIC HEALTH ISSUES  

The Panel was invited to adopt Chapter 15 of the draft opinion prepared by the 
AHAW working group on: “Human infection and relevant Public Health (PH) 
aspects”. After discussion the panel decided to collate the information on PH issues 
in a single chapter in the draft opinion. Adoption was postponed following a detailed 
discussion on the chapter. The PH aspects are now to be addressed under the Terms 
of Reference of the Rift Valley Fever request and the amended chapter will be tabled 
for adoption at the next plenary meeting in July. 

 



Postal address: Largo N. Palli 5/A, I-43100 Parma, Italy  Page 6 of 7 

11. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

11.1. REQUEST FOR A SCIENTIFIC OPINION CONCERNING THE ANIMAL 
WELFARE AND HEALTH ASPECTS OF DIFFERENT SPACES ALLOWANCES 
AND FLOOR TYPES FOR WEANERS AND REARING PIGS 

After some discussion, the panel adopted several conclusions and recommendation 
in the draft Opinion provided by the Animal Health and Welfare panel (AHAW) on 
“The welfare of weaners and rearing pigs: effects of different space allowances and 
floor types” with regard to the public health aspects. 

11.2. WORK PROGRAMME OF THE 4TH THEMATIC CALL OF DG-RESEARCH ON 
FOOD QUALITY AND SAFETY. 

The Secretariat of EFSA informed the participants about the research areas within 
the call under Framework 6 and more particularly, Draft 3 of 7/1/05 Thematic 
Priority 5: Food Quality and Safety 4th Thematic call published June 2005 for 
funding in 2006.  Work Programme for the specific programme for research, 
technological development and demonstration: "Integrating and strengthening 
the European Research Area". The panel members noted with satisfaction the 
inclusion of the topics based on EFSA related recommendations for additional 
research, in particular research related to TSE and BSE.  Discussion was centred on 
the usefulness of the identified/extracted research needs from the opinions of 
BIOHAZ panel on the development of priorities in the research framework 
programme. It was agreed that a letter be written by the EFSA secretariat requesting 
a minor change in one of the proposed topics related to BSE (viz. change from ‘goat’ 
to ‘ruminants’). This letter will also suggest that it might be quite constructive to 
allow the experts of the different panels to have an opportunity to comment on the 
draft proposal.  

11.3. SELF-TASKING MANDATES 

Self-tasking proposals from two members of the panel based on antimicrobial 
resistance and exposure assessment were discussed. A working document on 
background and possible Terms of Reference is to be prepared for further discussion 
by the panel, bearing in mind that this is a topic which is also being considered by 
other panels. 

11.4. INTERFACE BETWEEN THE THREE COMPONENTS OF RISK ANALYSIS  

A consensus concern was raised regarding the need for appropriate account to be 
taken, by those concerned with Risk Communication, of the detailed, science-based 
conclusions and recommendations contained in the Reports and Opinions prepared 
by this and other panels when explanatory statements and publications are being 
prepared for a wider audience, so as to avoid any ambiguity, leading to a 
misunderstanding on the part of such an audience, arising in such statements. It was 
agreed that there is a continuing mutual need for two-way dialogue and exchange of 
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information between the members of the BIOHAZ panel and the risk managers 
(DG-SANCO) following the adoption of each opinion, and in the course of the 
subsequent actions taken by the risk managers.  

11.5. FORTHCOMING MEETINGS 

Dates for forthcoming meetings in 2006 were suggested as follows: 17 and 18 
January; 15 and 16 March and 19 and 20 April. 

The dates will be reconsidered and possibly revised at September meeting. 

12. CLOSURE OF THE MEETING 

The meeting was closed at 15.00. 

 


