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1. AFTERNOON SESSION – 2ND  JULY 2009 (held in conjunction with PPR-NDA Panels) 
1.1. Welcome, Opening and general presentations of EFSA departments 

 
The EFSA executive Director Catherine Geslain-Lanéelle welcomed the participants and opened 
the meeting with the participation of Diana Banati, Chair of the Management board.  The 
executive Director presented a general introduction of EFSA. A series of general introductory 
presentations were made giving an overview of the different departments and their 
responsibilities within EFSA as follows:   

-Introduction to the Risk Assessment Directorate 
 and the scientific work of EFSA      Riitta Liisa Majala 
 
-Introduction Scientific Committee and Advisory Forum Djien Liem  

-Scientific Committee and Assistance Directorate  Hubert Deluyker  

-Communication directorate  Anne Laure Gassin 

-Legal aspects including declarations of interest  Dirk Detken 

-Declaration of interest information technology tool Ernesto Guisado 

-Financial aspects  Mari Varho 

2. SESSION – 3RD  JULY 2009  AHAW PANEL  

PARTICIPANTS 

Anette Bøtner, Marcus Doherr, Mariano Domingo, Joerg Hartung, Linda Keeling, Frank Koenen, 
David Morton, Pascal Oltenacu, Fulvio Salati, Mo Salman, Moez Sanaa, Mike Sharp; Jan Arend 
Stegeman,  Endre Szucs, Hans-Herman Thulke, Philippe Vannier; John F. Webster,  Martin 
Wierup.  

OBSERVERS:  Joseph Domenech (FAO) 

EUROPEAN COMMISSION: Xavier Pavard (DG SANCO),  
EFSA AHAW UNIT: S. Mori, A. Puglia, I. Kralova, E. Krzeminska (administrative staff) E. 
Franchi (head of administrative staff), V. Abratzky (Quality assurance), A. Afonso, F. Berthe, S. 
Correia, D. Candiani, S. Dhollander, I. Alpigiani, M. Georgiev, T. Grudnik, P. Have, O. Ribó, J. 
Tarres (scientific coordination) and J. Serratosa (Head of Unit). 
 

2.1. Welcome, apologies and Declarations of interest 
The Head of AHAW Unit chaired the meeting and welcomed everyone to the first meeting 
of the new AHAW Panel 2009-2012. Apologies were received from the following panel 
members: Donald Broom, Albert Osterhaus, Simon More and Caroline Plante (OIE) 

No member declared any conflict of interest with regard to the items on the agenda. EFSA 
secretariat screened the ADoI and SDoI filled in by the Panel members in accordance with 
EFSA’s Policy on Declarations of Interests.  
 

2.2. Adoption of the agenda  
The agenda was adopted.  
 

2.3. Round table presentation of Panel Members and of Secretariat 
All AHAW Panel members and EFSA staff introduced themselves in turn.  
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2.4. Election of Panel Chair and Vice Chairs- 
The election of a chair person and two vice chairs took place following the procedure as 
established by EFSA.  Dr Philippe Vannier was elected unanimously as Chair.  Prof Joerg 
Hartung and Dr Mike Sharp were also elected unanimously as vice chairs.  Thereafter the 
newly elected chair took over from Dr. Jordi Serratosa who had chaired the meeting until 
that point. It was pointed out that all three elected colleagues have to leave the AHAW panel 
at the end of this term (2012). Dr. Jordi Serratosa pointed out that it is within the Panels 
responsibility to address this issue.   

2.5. Meeting dates 2009-2010 
The dates for the next plenary meetings were discussed and the panel agreed on the dates for 
2009, 10-11 September and 28-29 October. Following proposed days will be confirmed at 
the next plenary meeting using electronic vote system: 

 8-9 December 2009 
Plenary dates for 2010 

 28-29 January   
 11-12 March  
 26-27 April  
 23-24 June 
 22-23 July 
 8-9 September 
 27-28 October  
 8-9 December 

3. AHAW WORK PROGRAMME FOR 2009–2012  

The Head of the AHAW unit gave a presentation on the mandate and remit of the AHAW panel 
and explained the evolution of the organisation and workflow of the scientific opinions and risk 
assessments  related to the mandates adopted since 2003 in the fields of animal diseases and 
welfare.  

3.1. Overview of the Animal Diseases Activities: 
An overview of mandates on animal health (diseases) was given and the close link with the 
activities of DG SANCO and the new animal health strategy explained. The EFSA response to 
the animal health strategy has been outlined in the document “Role of EFSA in contributing to the 
improvement of animal health in Europe (guidance document November 5, 2008). Its importance 
as a guidance to the activities of the AHAW Panel was highlighted, including the 6 goals and 
action points responding to the four pillars of the strategy. Current mandates in 2009 were 
subsequently described in more detail by the scientific officers in charge. 
 

3.2. African Swine Fever (Question No EFSA-Q-2009-00506) 
The current state of play of the development of the opinion on ASF was presented by the EFSA-
AHAW scientific coordinator. The Chairman was reconfirmed by the new panel. The working 
group composition, plan of activities and methodological approach was presented. The first WG 
meeting was on the 18/6 and 1/7. Future WG meetings are scheduled for the 15-16/9/09, 26-
27/10/09 and 3/12/09, the deadline for this mandate is 31/03/2010.  
 

3.3. Tick-Vectors of African Swine Fever and Crimean-Congo Haemorrhagic 
Fever (Question No EFSA-Q-2009-0124) 

The current state of play of the development of the opinion on tick vectors was presented by the 
EFSA-AHAW scientific coordinator. The Chairman was reconfirmed by the new panel. The 
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working group composition, plan of activities and methodological approach was presented. The 
first WG meeting was on the 19/6 . The next WG meetings is scheduled for the 16-17/9/09,  

3.4. Tuberculosis in wildlife in the EU 
The current state of play of the development of the Art. 36 project on TB in wildlife was 
presented by the EFSA-AHAW scientific coordinator. The draft final report was sent to the 
AHAW panel for reviewing, and the comments were distributed to the consortium. A draft 
background and a potential TOR were distributed for comments. 
 

3.5. Epizootic Haemorrhagic Disease (Question No EFSA-Q-2009-00503) 
The current state of play of the development of the opinion on EHD was presented by the EFSA-
AHAW scientific coordinator. The panel identified the need, that the Commission precisely 
define the scope of the ToR concerning the involved species. The chairman was reconfirmed by 
the new panel. The working group composition, plan of activities and methodological approach 
was presented. The first WG meeting was on the 30/6 and 1/7. Future WG meetings are 
scheduled for the 8-9/9/09, 14-16/10/09 and 18-19/11/09; the deadline for this mandate is 
31/12/009.  
 

3.6. Self-mandate on “Good Practice in Conducting Scientific Assessments in 
Animal Health using Modelling” (Question No EFSA-Q-2009-408)  

A self-mandate was launched in February 2009 by AHAW, with close cooperation with AMU, to 
develop the “Good Practice in Conducting Scientific Assessments in Animal Health using 
modelling”. The background, terms of reference, aim, experts involved and approach followed, 
have been presented to the Panel. Four meetings have been held until now (27/02/09; 27/03/09; 
18/05/09 and 30/06/09) and three more are planned (9/09/09; 27/10/09; 16 or 17/11/09) before the 
planned deadline, December of 2009. A new chairman and a “rapporteur” were elected.  

 
3.7. Internal Mandate on the Internal Scientific report on the New Influenza A 

(H1N1) (Question No EFSA-Q-2009-00592) 
An internal EFSA document providing scientific background on the new swine-origin influenza 
caused by the pandemic (H1N1) 2009 virus has been drafted by several EFSA Units. The draft 
was presented and discussed during the June plenary. The background of the document was 
briefly presented to the new AHAW Panel. The need for further advice from the AHAW Panel is 
still being considered and will depend on how the situation develops and availability of specific 
data related to the new pandemic virus. 
 

3.8. Overview of the Animal Welfare Activities: 
An overview of mandates on animal welfare was given in line with DG SANCO activities and the 
new animal health strategy. Current mandates in 2009 were subsequently described in more detail 
by the scientific officers in charge. 
 

3.9. Selfmandate on “Development of Animal Welfare (AW) Risk Assessment 
(RA) Guidelines (EFSA-Q-2007-168)” 

The self mandate on the development of RA AW Guidelines was explained. This mandate is 
supported through 3 Article 36 projects on the Development of AW RA Guidelines on 1) 
Stunning and Killing (finished and final report submitted), 2) Transport (final report foreseen for 
November 2009) and 3) Housing and Management (Call for proposal published deadline 24 July). 
Working Groups will be set up to elaborate these Guidelines from the Final Reports of the 3 art. 
36 Projects. A proposal on how to proceed will be submitted to the Panel to be discussed and take 
decisions during the September Plenary. 
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3.10. Mandate on the Impact of the Genetic Selection on Broiler Welfare (Q-2009-

0087) 
The requested tasks for this mandate are to: 1) collect, assess and collate all data available (call 
published) on genetics and the welfare of broilers (deadline for this data collection is February 
2010), and 2) to produce 2 scientific opinions on i) the Impact of the selection on broiler breeder  
(EFSA-Q-2009-00504) and ii) on Housing and management of the grand-parent and parent stocks 
raised and kept for breeding purposes (EFSA-Q-2009-00505). All the actions and activities as 
described below were presented and the follow up was agreed. 

 Article 36 Project on collection, collation and assessment of available data on genetic 
collection of broilers (CFP/EFSA/AHAW/2009/02) 

The call for proposals was published in the EFSA Web and deadline for proposals is next 17th 
August. The Art. 36 Project is linked to the Mandate on the impact of the genetic selection of 
broilers.  Data will be made available in February 2010 for the scientific report, providing 
scientific evidences to reply both scientific questions. 
 

 Welfare aspects of genetic selection in broilers (EFSA-Q-2009-00504) and housing and 
management broiler breeders (EFSA-Q-2009-00505) 

The two working groups have been created and the first meeting was held in June. A public call 
for data has been launched with a closing date late October. A stakeholder meeting will be held in 
the third week of September. The grant recipient will assess the data collected to prepare 
systematic review by the working groups. Deadline for the delivery of grant outcomes is end of 
January 2010. Deadline for mandate: June 2010. 

The current state of play of the development of the opinions, the working groups composition, 
plan of activities and methodological approach were presented. The Chairmen for both WGs were 
accepted by the new panel. The first WGs meetings were on 30/6 -02/07. Next WGs meetings are 
scheduled for 24-25/09/2009 and 17-18/11/2009; the deadline for both opinions is 30/06/2010.  

3.11. Commission Services (CS) New Mandates 
The official from the Commission informed the panel that no new mandates were ready to be 
discussed.  

J. Domenech (FAO) highlighted the willingness to continue to support EFSA/AHAW Panel’s 
activities with the collaboration of FAO scientific experts.  

4. MISCELLANEOUS 

4.1. Administrative Issues: FAQ including DOIs 
Elda Franchi gave a presentation on EFSA administrative procedures concerning for experts’ 
reimbursements. She summarised the most relevant points and legal implications on meeting 
organisation and experts compensation: bank account & legal entity, invitation letter, prepaid 
tickets, shuttle; reimbursement request, meeting attendance list, original travel tickets. Following 
her presentation, Questions and answers took place.  

Alda Puglia gave a brief overview on the DoIs and SDoIs requirements for Panel members, 
pointed out recent changes being made in the DoI tool and stressed the need to comply with 
EFSA legal procedures.  
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4.2. Sciencenet: AHAW workspace  
Franck Berthe presented to the panel members the use of AHAW work space (sciencenet). The 
presentation covered log in, downloading documents and posting comments on the draft 
documents, this IT environment is only for Panel members and ad hoc experts.. Questions on 
practicalities were answered. 
 

4.3. Next plenary meeting  
Next plenary meeting will take place in Parma the 10-11 September in Parma. 
 


