
     European Food Safety Authority 
 

 1

 
COMMUNICATIONS 
 

Parma, 28 November 2006 
 

 
3rd PLENARY MEETING OF THE EFSA EXPERT 

ADVISORY GROUP ON RISK COMMUNICATIONS (AGRC)  
 
 

Meeting date: 26th June 2006 
Venue: EFSA 

Largo N. Palli 5/A - I-43100 Parma – Italy 
 

 
MINUTES 

 
 
Members of the Advisory Group on Risk Communications 
 
Chair  : Herman Koëter, Acting Executive Director 
Vice-Chair : Anne-Laure Gassin, Communications Director, EFSA 
 
Present:  Professor Diána Bánáti, Central Food Research Institute, Budapest 
  Professor Claude Fischler, CNRS, Paris 
  Professor George Gaskell, London School of Economics 
  Professor Ragnar Löfstedt, King’s College, London 
  Professor Ortwin Renn, University of Stuttgart 
 

European Food Safety Authority 
  Irene van Geest, EFSA 
  Dr. Carola Sondermann, EFSA 
  Alun Jones, EFSA 

Lucia de Luca, EFSA 
Reinhilde Schoonjans 

 
Apologies: Professor Baruch Fischoff, Carnegie Mellon University 
  Professor Jesus Contreras-Hernandez, University of Barcelona 
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence 
Herman Koeter, Acting Executive Director, opened the meeting by welcoming the 
participants to the third meeting of the AGRC. Apologies from Prof. Baruch 
Fishhoff were noted. 
 
 
2. Adoption of the agenda 
Agenda was adopted as proposed. 
 
 
3. Declaration of interests 
No declarations of interest were made in relation to the items on the agenda. 
 
 
4. Minutes of the meeting of 10th October 2005: matters arising 
The minutes of this meeting were adopted: no matters arising beyond the ones 
already on the agenda. 
 
 
5. Introduction and update of EFSA’s activities (Herman Koeter) 
In his update, the Chair mentioned the Evaluation Report on EFSA and the 
process of reflection and the meeting with the Management Board on the 
recommendations; the regular meetings of the Advisory Forum; the meetings 
with stakeholders; the presentation of the opinion on Aspartame; the meeting 
with GMO experts in May and other EFSA activities. 
 
 
6. Update on EFSA’s Risk Communication activities (Anne-Laure 

Gassin) 
The Director of Communications informed the members about activities, like the 
collaboration with Member States regarding the communication on Avian Flu; on 
communication activities on topics such as GMOs, Aspartame and Salmonella 
and on developments within Communications (website, media coverage, etc).  
 
 
7. Risk Communication Strategy 
The Director of Communications presented the Risk Communications Strategy, 
which was already presented to other EFSA fora since January 2006 and is on 
the agenda for adoption at the next Management Board meeting. Discussions 
were focused on target audiences, media approach, the key principle of 
‘Influencing the influencers’, and the relation with Member States and 
stakeholders. 
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Also crisis communication and communication on sensitive issues were 
discussed. 
 
 
8. Research for the Annual Review on Risk Communication (King’s 

College) 
Ragnar Löfstedt presented the first results of the research done for the Annual 
Review. He gave an overview of the technical review outline, an update on the 
review findings and a first draft of the analysis. After ample discussion on several 
points raised in the draft, it was decided that King’s College would go forward 
with the analysis, taking into account the comments of the members, with 
assistance of a rapporteur (George Gaskell). The draft of the final report will be 
discussed in the next meeting in the autumn. 
 
 
9. GMOs and the role of EFSA 
Alun Jones (press officer) presented the communication on EFSA’s role and 
opinions in the field of GMOs. Conclusions of the discussions were in line with 
EFSA’s strategy to underline the science-based approach and to give due 
consideration to comments and concerns of Member States and stakeholders. 
 
 
10. Eurobarometer 
The presentation of the Eurobarometer by Anne-Laure Gassin led to a discussion 
on specific cultural differences in perception of food and food safety and the 
consequences for risk communication.  
 
 
11. AGRC – current and future situation  
The members agreed with the proposal to review the Terms of Reference of the 
AGRC in accordance with the developments in EFSA, regarding invitations to 
meetings, mandate and consultation for vacancies. 
 
The Chair informed the Group that Diana Bánáti will resign from the AGRC due 
to her nomination in EFSA’s Management Board. 
 
 
12. Next meeting  
Next meeting will be organised at the end of November. Members will be 
consulted and date will be agreed by written procedure. 


