
Working with partners to 
establish a Strategic 

Research and Innovation 
Agenda for Horizon Europe

Marta Hugas

Chief Scientist

72nd Advisory Forum meeting

Reykjavik, Iceland, 03-04.07.2019



 RTD called a multi-stakeholder workshop – A robust science 
and innovation environment for food safety systems of the future

 A workshop to discuss the food safety system of the future 
and the possible needs for action

 Fits in broader discussion on FOOD2030: 
https://youtu.be/gJaD2tvoQWE

 Explored options and opportunities for the possible creation of a 
European research infrastructure/ platform

 Chair of Scientific Committee introduced break-out session on 
‘What are food safety challenges that we need to give priority’

RTD workshop – 17 January 2019



1. SAFE FOOD SYSTEMS
Improve food safety while moving towards alternative and sustainable 
production systems.

2. INNOVATION IN RISK ASSESSMENT

Anticipating impact of innovations and new technologies on integrated 
risk assessment.

3. HOLISTIC RISK ASSESSMENT

Understanding the context and delivering and communicating impactful 
science.

Editorial in the EFSA Journal: Food Safety Regulatory 
Research Needs 2030: 
https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2019.e170622

3 Research Streams – Editorial EFSA Journal



New Organigramme RTD – 1 June 2019 

See: https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/organisation_charts/rtd_organigram_03_06_2019_en.pdf



‘Shadow’ Programme Committee 

http://ec.europa.eu/transparency/regexpert/index.cfm?do=groupDetail.groupDetail&groupID=3662



Link to draft Call opening 15 October



Horizon Europe Shadow Programme Committee was positive about CRA 
Partnership idea (description available), with explicit reference to ANSES 
initiative for EU Toxicology Programme. 

RTD outlined possible next steps:

 A meeting possibly in September with MS contacts nominated through 
the Shadow Programme Committee and extended with key names.

 We are asked to add key names from our community we think 
are important

 And we are asked to discuss the proposed partnership, and provide 
feedback to:

 spread the word 

 ensure national coordination 

 gather ideas

Horizon Europe Partnership on Chemical Risk Assessment (CRA)



Risk Assessment Research Assembly 2018 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180207
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Joint statement AF - EFSA

The AF invites the Commission services and national research policy makers and funding programmes to use 
the outcomes of the RARA to inform their future research agenda setting activities. 

Furthermore, EFSA and the AF call for more public investment in food safety research, including the 
formation of strategic partnerships in the area of food safety, such as European Joint Programmes, 
European Research Infrastructure Consortia (ERICs), and other initiatives. 

https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/press/news/1
80206



CSA (Coordination and Support Action) regarding safe 
food systems likely to involve Advisory Forum (AF) & 
EFSA partners 

EFSA agreed to host follow-up to the RTD workshop 
of 17 January 2019

Under Horizon Europe, food will have a prominent role 
with emphasis on food sustainability & food systems

AF is updating: 
 EU risk assessment agenda (EU RAA)  new project ideas 

 Article 36 Network  new list of competent authorities

RARA2020 - Background



1. Networking opportunity for wider risk assessment 
community, broadening the community to include 
(sustainable) food systems actors

2. Foster alignment of EU and national (and 
regional) R&I investments

3. Inform national & EU research agenda setting, 
enabling development of Strategic Research and 
Innovation Agenda (SRIA) by CSA for Horizon Europe 
for impactful research

RARA2020 - Objectives



Wider food safety community / scientists

New actors from (sustainable) food systems 

EU / Regional / National funders

Open to all interested

European actors to involve in programme: 
COST, JRC, DG REGIO, AGRI, ENV, SANTE, RTD, 
FOOD2030, EMA, ECDC, ECHA, EEA

RARA2020 – Target audience



Venue: Parma

Date: March or December 2020. Back-to-back with AF 
& Focal Point meetings 

Format: Networking event with few plenary sessions

AF statement: renew AF statement from first RARA

AF/FP members to approach national and regional (e.g. 
Nordic Council) funders during 2019, so to bring 
national / regional funders to RARA2020

RARA2020 – Where & When



Volunteers for programme committee?

 Inform us by 19 July

Max. 5

Tasks 
 Develop programme 

Work up objectives to tangible outcomes

 Inform national & EU research agendas

 Reach out to broader community (incl. new actors)

 Attract national and regional funders / policy makers

 Renew AF statement

 Meet through regular VC – report to AF

RARA2020 – Programme Committee
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