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• Analytical methods to identify and quantify micro/nanoplastics in food, should 
be (further) developed and standardised, and quality assurance should be in 
place and demonstrated. 

• Occurrence data in food, for the smaller sized particles (<150 µm), should be 
generated in order to assess dietary exposure. 

• Research on the toxicokinetics and toxicity, including studies on local effects 
in the GI tract, is needed for the smaller sized particles. 

• Research on the degradation of microplastics and potential formation of 
nanoplastics in the human GI tract is needed.

EFSA’s statement after BfR request (2016)



Current H2020 projects

Numerous research projects help to preserve and protect our oceans 
from the scourge of plastics waste and to offer solutions to replace 
plastics with environmentally-friendly alternatives.

https://cordis.europa.eu/article/id/401309-sustainable-and-innovative-solutions-to-tackle-the-plastics-crisis-in-our-oceans-and-seas/en



International events



Recent developments



Scientific Colloquium Spring 2020



Possible date: spring 2020

Aim

 Collect views and engage with scientific community before EFSA (possibly) starts working on a topic

 Influence research agendas (e.g. DG RTD)

 Scientific Colloquium = mixture of workshop and conference 

Target audience

 Scientific community 

 Registered participants (open event)

Main Stakeholders

 EFSA project team 

 External Programme Committee (EFSA plus EEA, ECHA, JRC etc.)

 AF Members: input, suggestions welcome (contact person hans.verhagen@efsa.europa.eu)

EFSA Scientific Colloquium micro/nanoplastics
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