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assess human health risks of micro- and nanoplastics in food | 

Lisbon, Monday 8 and Tuesday 9 June 2020  

08:00-09:30 Registration & Posters hanging

08:30-09:00 Briefing meeting chairs and rapporteurs

OPENING SESSION | micro- and nanoplastics in food and feed: setting the scene
Chair: Helle Knutsen, former chair of CONTAM Panel, member of NDA Panel (NO) 
Co-chair: Hans Verhagen, EFSA

09:30-09:35 Welcome and introduction to the event by the chair

09:35-09:45 EFSA: general welcome Bernhard Url (EFSA)

09:45-09:50 Outline of the event Helle Knutsen (FHI, 
NO) 

09:50-10:15 Micro- and nanoplastics, what is known Bart Koelmans, 
(Wageningen 
University - NL) 

10:15-10:35 Interplay between science and society: the 
evolution of research, public discourse and and 
societal concerns. Presentation with a focus on 
micro- and nanoplastics 

Domagoj Vrbos (EFSA) 
& Natalie Berger (BfR 
– DE) 

10:35-10:50 Regulatory needs and challenges to inform fit-for-
purpose research activities on micro- and 
nanoplastics, including outcomes of the SAM report 

Veerle Vanheusden, 
(DG SANTE EC) 

10:50-11:20 Coffee/Tea break

SESSION 1 | Developments in analytical methods for micro- and nanoplastics

11:20-11:50

11:50-12:20

Keynote lecture (30 minutes)

 Definition of micro- and nanoplastics & 
analytical challenges  

Two selected contribution(s) from abstracts (15 min 
each 

Douglas Gilliland, (JRC 
EC) 

12:20-13:20 6 breakout groups – Definition and analytical 
methods for micro- and nanoplastics  

1 chair and 1 
rapporteur per 
breakout group 
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13:20-14:30 Lunch

14:30-15:15  6 flash reports from each breakout group (3 min 
each)  

 Plenary discussion

6 rapporteurs

SESSION 2 | Developments in exposure of humans to micro- and nanoplastics

15:15-16:15 Keynote lecture(s) 

 exposure to micro- and nanoplastics from food 
and feed (15 minutes) 

 Human exposure to micro- and nanoplastics: 
what drives citizens’ concerns? (15 minutes) 

Two selected contribution(s) from abstracts (15 min 
each 

Francesco Cubadda, 
(ISS - ITA)  

Sabine Pahl, 
(University of 
Plymouth - UK) 

16:15-17:15 6 breakout groups – Exposure to micro- and 
nanoplastics

1 chair and 1 
rapporteur per 
breakout group 

17:15-17:45 Coffee/Tea break

17:45-18:30  6 flash reports from each breakout group (3 min 
each)  

 Plenary discussion 

6 rapporteurs

18:30-19:30 Poster session

19:30-20:30 Networking cocktail
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DAY 2 

SESSION 3 | Developments in hazard identification and characterisation for micro- and 
nanoplastics 

08:30-09:30 Welcome to Day 2

Keynote lecture (30 minutes)

 Hazard identification and Risk characterization – 
micro and nano plastics in food and feed  

Two selected contribution(s) from abstracts (15 min 
each  

Chair/co-Chair

Dr. Ron Hoogenboom 
(WUR - NL) 

09:30-10:30 6 break out groups on hazard identification and 
characterisation for micro- and nanoplastics
(composition other than for session 1 and 2)

1 chair and 1 
rapporteur per 
breakout group 

10:30-11:00 Coffee/Tea break

11:00-11:45  6 flash reports from each breakout group (3 min 
each)  

 Plenary discussion 

6 rapporteurs

FINAL SESSION | Micro- and nanoplastics in food and feed: preparing for the future
Chair:

11:45-13:00 Panel discussion (selected speakers, break out 
chair, Commission, Communication expert) 

Ron Hoogenboom (WUR) 
Douglas Gilliland (JRC) 
Francesco Cubadda (ISS Rome) 
Veerle Vanheusden (DG SANTE) 
Claudia Menzel (Uni Koblenz)  
Todd Gouin (WHO) 

Moderator
Barbara Gallani 
(EFSA)

13:00-13:15 Wrap up and closure Chair/co-Chair

13:15 Adjourn – Sandwich lunch


