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Development of a format reporting GAPs 
in IUCLID

 ‘Good Agricultural Practice’ (GAP) means the nationally 
recommended, authorized or registered safe use of plant 
protection products under actual conditions at any stage of 
production, storage, transport, distribution and processing 
of food and feed. 

 It implies the application of the principles of integrated pest 
control in a given climate zone, as well as using the minimum 
quantity of pesticides (…) which allows the desired effect to be 
obtained.

Definition of GAP in Art. 3(2)(a) of Regulation 396/2005



Working group members: EFSA, ECHA, SANTE, DE, PT, AT, 2 
Industry associations

 Teleconferences on 21 April, 28 May, 5 June 2020

The GAP is the starting point for assessment of 
representative uses and for MRL applications

GAP information to be submitted in the different submission 
types: 

Development of a format reporting GAPs 
in IUCLID
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a.s. approval/renewal 
dossier

MRL applications



Development of a format reporting GAPs 
in IUCLID
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 Identify data elements/parameters that are required to describe the GAP;

 Development of picklists for certain parameters (harmonised terminology to 
describe the use in an unambiguous way) 

 Use picklists that are already available that can be used without further 
adaptation (e.g. EPPO codes);  

 If no generally accepted picklists are available, develop new picklists

 Ensure consistency in naming of parameters across the IUCLID dossier, and to 
ensure compatibility with picklists in OHT templates and legislation (i.e. 
Regulation (EC) No 396/2005 and Regulation (EC) 1107/2009).

 Relationship of parameters (repeatable blocks within a GAP, multiple selection of 
variables).  

 Identify mandatory / conditional mandatory / non-mandatory information

 Develop validation rules for the GAP information: to identify which combinations 
of codes do not make sense (e.g. foliar spray in NEU on coconuts)



Context of GAP information in IUCLID
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 One generic format for describing the GAP should be developed that 
can be used for chemicals and microbials.

 The GAP format should be suitable for the different submission 
types
 a.s. dossiers to describe the GAP for the representative formulation 

 dossiers for MRL applications, where no formulation dossier is provided. 

 Some of the fields that describe the formulation would be only 
relevant for MRL applications. If the GAP is submitted with a 
formulation dossier, these fields are not required. 

 Instead of a comprehensive document describing all GAPs for the 
application (“GAP table”), it was agreed to develop a GAP format 
that would describe the individual GAPs (“GAP forms”): 
 if the application covers 3 GAPs, 3 separate documents for each individual GAP 

would be required. 

Proposals of the TG for GAP format
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 To facilitate the completion of the individual GAP forms, tools need 
to be developed that allow to take over information from a 
completed form for a new GAP form. 

 The possibility to generate reports from the individual GAP forms 
need to be developed to get an overview of the GAPs to be 
assessed.

 Completing of  the picklists

 The technical solutions need to be found on 
 Embedding the GAP forms in the dossier; 

 Cross-referencing of individual GAPs (linking the GAP with studies and 
assessments).

Next steps
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 Link to Draft GAP form

(2020/06/12)

 Link to picklists
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Stay connected

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/engage/careers

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Subscribe to

Engage with careers

Follow us on Twitter
@efsa_eu
@plants_efsa
@methods_efsa

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

10

Thanks for your attention!


