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Biological Hazards and Contaminants (BIOCONTAM) Unit: Frank Boelaert (co-
chair), Valentina Rizzi, Giusi Amore*, Beloeil Pierre-Alexandre*, Denise Pezzutto*, 
Mirko Rossi*, Eleonora Sarno*. 

Evidence Management (DATA) Unit: Anca Stoicescu (co-chair), Alexandra 
Papanikolaou (Scientific secretary), Adrian Cesar*, Saba Giovannacci*. 

Assessment and Methodological Support (AMU) Unit: Marios Georgiadis*. 
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(* attended for specific items) 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

Frank Boelaert welcomed the participants to the 38th meeting of the Scientific 
Network for Zoonoses Monitoring Data. Apologies were received from Bulgaria and 
Hungary. The newly appointed Network Members and the DG SANTE 
representative briefly introduced themselves to the group. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted including in the AOB session an additional point raised 
by Spain regarding double reporting to EFSA and to the EC. 
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3. Minutes of the 37th meeting of the Network held on 20-21 October 
2019 

The minutes had been previously agreed by written procedure on 7 November 
2019 and subsequently published on the EFSA website on 12 November 2019. 
Pending actions from the previous meeting were presented together with the 
status of their progress. Overall comments received through the survey carried 
out after the last Network meeting were presented. 

4. Topics for discussion 

4.1. Update on EU One Health Zoonoses report 2019 

Frank Boelaert presented an update on the production of the EU One Health 
Zoonoses report 2019. Due to the impact of the COVID-19 pandemic on resources 
across Europe allocated to the zoonoses data collection and validation, the 
production timelines were postponed in agreement with ECDC, EC and EFSA. A 
complete draft report will be provided to the Member States (MSs) for consultation 
during 7 – 23 December 2020. The final report will be published on Thursday 25 
February 2021 (fixed publication deadline). The report will be structured according 
to the previous one that had a revised table of contents. New MicroStrategy 
summary tables were presented providing an overview of occurrence of zoonoses 
in ready-to-eat food. These were built using specifically created data analyses 
hierarchies in the EFSA catalogues. Some preliminary confidential results were 
presented. 

4.2. Food-borne outbreaks (FBOs) 2019 

Giusi Amore presented the preliminary results on monitoring of FBOs in 2019 that 
will be included in a specific chapter of the EFSA-ECDC 2019 EU One Health 
Zoonoses Report. According to Directive 2003/99/EC, reporting information on 
food-borne and water-borne outbreaks is mandatory for EU MSs. EFSA is assigned 
the tasks of collecting, analysing and describing the data. In 2019, 26 MSs and 6 
non-MSs reported FBO data to EFSA. EFSA acknowledged that each country 
implements different criteria for reporting FBOs and for this reason data from 
different countries are not analysed together (e.g. for trend analysis). 

4.3. Impact of temporary measures related to COVID-19 
(Commission Implementing Regulation EU 2020/466) on official 
controls and data collection 

EFSA and Network Representatives discussed the impact of the temporary 
measures related to COVID-19 (Commission Implementing Regulation EU 
2020/466) on official controls and data collection. Jean-Baptiste Perrin introduced 
this legislation, which has been extended a fourth time and is in force until 
February 2021. The Network Members discussed the potential impact on the 
zoonoses and FBOs 2020 data collection based on the information currently 
available. It is possible that there will be fewer samples (collected and/or 
analysed) either in total or at certain stages of the food chain (e.g. primary 
production). It is also likely that there will be a different distribution of samples 
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taken during the year. Some countries may face issues with their laboratory 
capacity and delays in receiving results from the laboratories. Probably fewer FBOs 
will be reported due to the implemented lockdowns (with e.g. less visits to 
restaurants) or the limited resources allocated to FBO investigation. Finally, it was 
acknowledged that the uncertainty regarding the development of the pandemic 
should be considered for the impact on the 2020 data collection. 

4.4. Outsourcing of EU One Health Zoonoses report 2020 and beyond 

Frank Boelaert presented the EFSA-ECDC joint call for tender related to the 
outsourcing of the preparatory work to produce the entire annual EU One Health 
Zoonoses reports (EUOHZ) from 2021 onwards, for four years. The deadline for 
tendering was 5 October 2020.

As the volume and quality of submitted zoonoses and food-borne outbreaks data 
increase every year, the purpose of this call for tender is to prepare the upcoming 
reports and to produce several interactive online zoonoses data visualisation 
dashboards and zoonoses story maps to innovate and enhance the communication 
of this report. Hyperlinks to the online dashboards and to the zoonoses story maps 
will be incorporated in future EUOHZs to reduce standard narrative and repetitive 
sections. EFSA will ensure data confidentiality and clarified that the outsourcing 
activity will not have an impact on the reporting countries and will not increase 
their workload. 

4.5. EFSA call for expressions of interest (ISA) 

Konstantinos Sofianidis presented the EFSA Scientific and Technical Support 
scheme published as ‘Notice of call for expressions of interest - Scientific and 
Technical Support - Various Scientific Profiles’. According to this scheme launched 
in May 2020, EFSA aims to create a list of experts to assist its units in carrying 
out the preparatory work for scientific outputs in the areas of Animal Health and 
Animal Welfare, Biological hazards and Chemical contaminants, Pesticides, Plant 
health, Genetically Modified Organisms, Food Additives, Food Contact Materials, 
Food Enzymes, Feed additives, Novel Foods and Nutrition. Experts will be assigned 
to specific tasks based on their skills, experience and knowledge and in accordance 
with the principles of non-discrimination, equal treatment and absence of conflict 
of interests. The delivered preparatory work will be reviewed by EFSA staff and/or 
ad hoc experts for its use in EFSA scientific outputs. All information is available on 
the EFSA website on its career page. 

4.6. Whole Genome Sequencing (WGS) One Health database update 

Mirko Rossi presented the 'One Health' WGS process which will support signal 
detection of multi-country events based on cgMLST, and it will be composed of 
two interoperating systems: one for human data received by ECDC and one for 
non-human data received by EFSA. Each system is based on a workflow that 
collects and stores the data (i.e. allelic profiles and descriptive data) of the 
respective data domain. When needed, the two databases will interact exchanging 
cgMLST allelic profiles and limited descriptive data, allowing joint signal detection 
in real-time. EFSA will be able to collect the raw WGS data together with the 
descriptive data. Moreover, the pipeline will be openly distributed, allowing data 
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providers to run the analysis and submit only the allelic profiles while keeping the 
raw data at their level. The WGS data collection will be on a voluntary basis aiming 
to support FBO detection and investigation. Following the upcoming new 
legislation on AMR monitoring, EFSA is evaluating the possibility to extend the 
system to support AMR gene prediction for the reporting of specific monitoring of 
ESBL- or AmpC- or CP-producing E. coli. EFSA is in close interaction with the EU 
Reference Laboratories (EURLs) to ensure that MSs can produce high quality WGS 
data. In addition, the EFSA pipeline can alert the data provider when low quality 
data is uploaded. EFSA will consider organising a seminar/meeting to bring 
together and inform the providers of epidemiological and WGS data and to 
evaluate the involvement of different competent authorities. 

4.7. Rapid outbreak assessments 

Eleonora Sarno presented the role of EFSA in multi-country food borne outbreak 
events. The definition of food incidents involving multiple countries was provided. 
The involvement of EFSA to a multi-country FBO is triggered by well-defined 
prerequisites and criteria. The role and the legal framework of EFSA in supporting 
the EC and in collecting information and data on the food incidents was illustrated. 
The latest published reports on rapid outbreak assessment were also described. 

4.8. Presentation of the draft study report of the European Listeria
Typing Exercise (ELiTE) 

Johanna Takkinen (ECDC) presented the collaborative study of human listeriosis 
typing involving ECDC, EFSA, the EURL for Listeria monocytogenes and public 
health and food safety networks in MSs called “the European Listeria Typing 
Exercise (ELiTE)”. It was initiated in 2010 as a multi-sectorial, multi-centre 
exercise between ECDC, EFSA, the EURL Lm, National Public Health Institutes, 
National Public Health Reference Laboratories, National Food Safety Authorities, 
food National Reference Laboratories and involving, indirectly, local and regional 
public health and food safety authorities. The study had a dataset of certain ready-
to-eat food isolates from the EU Listeria baseline survey at retail and a dataset of 
human isolates collected from clinical cases around the same time as the food 
baseline survey, 2010-2011. The objectives were presented together with details 
on how the study was performed and the results. Conclusions, recommendations 
and next steps were discussed.  

4.9. Results of the survey on reporting tools 

Alexandra Papanikolaou presented the results of a survey circulated to the 
Zoonoses and Chemicals Network Members in order to understand to which extent 
the reporting countries depend on the reporting tools provided by EFSA for data 
collection and reporting. Half of the survey participants were Network Members, 
reporting officers or data providers associated to the Biological Monitoring 
(BIOMO) data collection. Among them, the most common reason for using the 
reporting tools was the generation of XML files followed by the need to map 
national terms to EFSA terms. For all the data models of the BIOMO data collection 
more than 50% of the participants use the tools and might not be able to report 
data to EFSA without them. A variety of data management software (e.g. SAS, R 
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Studio, KNIME, MS Access) is used in different countries, while about 60% of the 
participants reported no access to any data management software. 

4.10. German experience with MicroStrategy 

Katja Alt, the representative of Germany, presented the experience of BfR with 
getting more familiar with the EFSA Scientific Data Warehouse (DWH). BfR would 
be interested in accessing and extracting their own data stored in the DWH to 
improve their risk assessment activities. As a pilot project, EFSA and BfR organised 
online MicroStrategy tutorials and performed the extraction of German data. With 
this pilot project EFSA aimed to evaluate what privileges can be granted to 
reporting officers and data providers for customising reports of their own data 
based on the needs of the reporting countries and the time and resources needed 
for trainings. 

4.11. ORION EFSA-ECDC joint pilot 

Nazareno Scaccia presented the scope of the Joint Integrative Project “One health 
suRveillance Initiative on harmOnization of data collection and interpretatioN” 
(ORION). ORION is a project within the H2020 funded One Health European Joint 
Programme (EJP) (https://onehealthejp.eu/) aiming at establishing and 
strengthening inter-institutional collaboration and transdisciplinary knowledge 
transfer in the area of One Health Surveillance (OHS) data integration and 
interpretation. Within the ORION project an EJP ORION WP1 and WP3 supra-
national pilot with EFSA and ECDC is conducted to evaluate the applicability of 
four selected ORION tools that will lead to improved One Health-related 
information. The presentation provided a status update on the tools developed 
and tested in this project, followed by a live demonstration. 

4.12. Quantitative microbial risk assessment (QMRA) model 
repository 

Matthias Filter presented the status of a project within the EFSA and BfR 
framework partnership agreement on the development of a web-based model 
repository. The project involves the development and operation of a curated QMRA 
food and feed safety model repository, called “FSK-Web”, which delivers services 
such as creating new models online, importing, exporting, and combining models. 
The core idea is to share models in a harmonised format. This repository will 
support risk assessors in EU MSs and will be fully functional with a variety of 
curated models by May 2021. It will also be linked to EFSA’s Knowledge Junction 
(KJ). Manuals and online resources (e.g. video tutorials) will be developed to 
support the use of the repository and its linking to the KJ. The presentation 
provided an introduction into the “FSK-Web” concept and included a live 
demonstration of the prototype. 
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Day 2, 20 October 2020 

5. Welcome and apologies for absence 

Anca Stoicescu welcomed the participants to the second day of the 38th meeting 
of the Scientific Network for Zoonoses Monitoring Data. Apologies were received 
from Hungary and Romania. 

6. Topics for discussion 

6.1. Feedback on 2019 data reporting  

Anca Stoicescu presented the feedback received from reporting countries in 
relation to the 2019 data reporting. 

Specific achievements of 2019 data reporting were shared with the participants. 
Based on the analysis of answers and suggestions from a survey of Network 
Representatives, the proposed solutions/improvements for the next reporting 
period were presented. 

6.2. Reporting requirements according to the Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 

Frank Boelaert presented the reporting requirements based on the Commission 
Implementing Regulation (EU) 2019/627 (meat inspection). The requirements 
cover data from official controls for cysticercosis during post-mortem inspection 
in domestic bovine animals and pigs, for Salmonella and for Campylobacter. 

6.3. 2020 data reporting: new terms in catalogues, reporting 
manuals, key data to provide 

Anca Stoicescu presented the improvements to the 2020 data reporting. No 
changes are envisaged in the Data Collection Framework (DCF), data models and 
Excel mapping tool. Improvements will be inserted in the reporting manuals, 
business rules, catalogues and the MicroStrategy reports. More examples will be 
added in the reporting manuals. Reporting manuals will be sent for consultation 
on 08 January 2021 and published on 31 January 2021. 

The production of MicroStrategy EUSR tables for occurrence of zoonoses in food 
was discussed, more precisely the extraction of data populating these tables and 
whether they were reported according different sampling strategies (objective, 
selective, convenience, unspecified and other). The Network Members agreed by 
voting that separate tables need to be built for data submitted as ‘objective 
sampling’, as ‘selective sampling’, and as ‘other’ that includes convenience 
sampling, unspecified, and other. EFSA will further simplify the MicroStrategy 
EUSR tables for occurrence of zoonoses in food. 

The Network Members were asked to vote on the following topics but no 
agreement was reached: 

 FBO and prevalence: inclusion of the facets for PARAM catalogue to allow 
reporting of MLVA- or WGS-type; 
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 FBO: inclusion of the facet for PARAM catalogue to allow reporting sequence 
type for Salmonella, Listeria and STEC; 

 Adding the detail on how to report the enumeration method for Bacillus 
cereus;

 FBO: The food terms from the matrix catalogue, in FoodEx2 format, to be 
used also to report food vehicle; 

 Possibility to provide access to Microsoft Teams for some data providers; 

 Possibility to provide access to EUSR tables from MicroStrategy to ECDC. 

6.4. Timeliness and improving compliance with updated timelines 

The milestones of the 2020 data reporting were agreed as follows:  

 Requests for proposals for new terms to be added in the catalogues: 13 
November 2020; 

 Publication of the supporting manuals: 31 January 2021; 

 Official opening of the reporting period: 1 April 2021; 

 Closure of the reporting period: 31 May 2021; any change in data during 
the data correction periods will be reflected automatically the day following 
a dataset submission in the EUSR tables; 

 Submitted data will be displayed in the EU Summary tables in MicroStrategy 
the day following submission; any change in data during the data reporting 
and correction periods will be reflected automatically in the EUSR tables the 
day following a dataset submission; 

 First validation period: 1 – 11 June 2021; 

 Letters requesting scientific clarifications and/or amendments (if needed) 
sent to the MSs: 11 June 2021; 

 First data correction by MSs: 14 June – 2 July 2021; 

 Final validation period: 5 – 15 July 2021; 

 Final data correction: 16 – 23 July 2021; 

 26 July 2021: EFSA validates the final submitted and corrected data 
(against several criteria). After 26 July 2021, data cannot be changed, as 
data extracted on this date will be used to draft the 2020 EUSR. Erroneous 
data (e.g. combination of matrix/pathogen) will not be included in the 
analysis; 

 Amendments to 2020 data and of historical data can be carried out between 
1 and 30 November 2021. These data will be used in the National reports 
and in the scientific data warehouse (DWH) but will not be included in the 
analysis of EUSRs 2020. 

The Network agreed that the timelines proposed can be modified in agreement 
with MSs and the EC taking into consideration the development of the COVID-19 
pandemic. Reporting officers were requested to clearly communicate to the 
national experts involved in data collection and data reporting the deadlines for 
2020 data reporting and validation. 
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6.5. Updates on the quality indicators of the data collection 

Adrian Cesar presented the current status of the data quality assessment. Data 
Quality Objectives (DQO) and Key Performance Indicators (KPI) have been defined 
by Network Members and EFSA in the past years in order to improve data quality 
over time and adopt corrective actions if needed. EFSA implemented them for data 
quality evaluation. The presentation gave an update of such indicators for the 
2019 BIOMO data collection. Four data quality dimensions have been evaluated 
and presented: timeliness, completeness, consistency and accuracy. In general, 
the trend of data quality in the years from 2016 to 2019 has remained stable in 
acceptable values, but there is room for improvement and steps should be taken 
in this direction. EFSA agreed to share with interested MSs their own KPI scores. 

6.6. Focal Point (FP) support to data activities 

Milo Bystricky presented the FP support to data activities. The objectives behind 
the new tasks of the new FP Agreements serve as a basis for strengthening the 
cooperation in the area of data-related issues between the FP Network and EFSA 
Scientific Networks on Data Collection. The role of Focal Points in implementing 
the new data tasks is to: support national representatives working in data 
collection in addressing country specific issues and together come up with 
solutions that will improve data collection process at the national level. The new 
data tasks consist of activities, which cover three main areas: promotion of best 
practice (addressing the issue of timeliness), activities related to the SIGMA 
project, and training and support activities. 

6.7. Updates on SIGMA project 

Gabriele Zancanaro presented an update of the SIGMA project activities focusing 
on the African Swine Fever (ASF) data submission. The Italian poultry population 
data were transmitted in the DCF in the context of the pilot phase of the SIGMA 
project. Within the context of this data collection, EFSA will start receiving data 
on pig population at the farm level and on ASF laboratory results by the end of 
2020. 

7. Any Other Business 

Spain introduced the issue of double reporting for the status of certain diseases in 
animals (e.g. tuberculosis, brucellosis) to EFSA and EC. The Animal Health Law 
(AHL) will come into force on 21/04/2021 and the relevant Delegated and 
Implementing Regulations are being drafted now. Clear agreements are needed 
at this preparatory phase to avoid further increase in double reporting. The 
implementation of the new IT system ‘ADIS’, interoperable with the WAHIS system 
from OIE, is also in progress and might further foster a solution to eliminate double 
reporting. The EC agreed to report back and discuss the issue internally. EFSA 
reiterated its readiness to be part of a solution. Greece proposed that the Network 
Members work on a common written proposal to eliminate double reporting on 
specific pathogens and send it to the EC. 
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7.1. Date for next meeting 

Next meeting dates proposed: 13-14/10/2021. EFSA will inform the Network 
Representatives if any changes occur. 

8. Conclusions 

Frank Boelaert, Anca Stoicescu and Alexandra Papanikolaou summarised the main 
discussions and agreements reached during the meeting. The Chairs informed that 
the list of main actions will be sent by email to the Network Representatives after 
the meeting. 

9. Closure of the meeting 

The Chairs thanked the Network Representatives for an intensive and productive 
meeting and closed the meeting at 12:45.
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Appendix: List of Action Points 

Scientific Network for Zoonoses Monitoring Data 

38th meeting, held on 19-20 October 2020, web-conference

List of the action points agreed at the meeting 

No Agenda 
point 

What Action points Deadline

1 4.1/4.2 Consultation of report on EU One Health Zoonoses report 
2019 

EFSA to circulate the draft report By 7 December 2020

2 4.1/4.2 Consultation of report on EU One Health Zoonoses report 
2019 

Reporting countries to provide feedback By 23 December 2020

3 4.5 Dissemination of the EFSA call for expressions of interest 
(ISA) 

Network members to distribute the links for the call to their 
national networks 

Not applicable

4 4.6 Informing all involved parties about WGS One Health
database 

EFSA to consider organising a seminar/meeting to bring 
together and inform the providers of epidemiological and WGS 
data and to evaluate the involvement of different competent 
authorities 

Before the WGS joint
database is in 
production 

5 4.9 Considering the results of the survey on reporting tools for 
the long-term project of tool harmonisation 

EFSA to compile BIOMO and chemical results of the survey and 
to incorporate them in the long-term project of reporting tools 
harmonisation 

Not applicable

6 4.10 Privileges of reporting officers and data providers in 
MicroStrategy 

EFSA to evaluate what privileges can be granted to reporting 
officers and data providers for customising reports of their own 
data based on the needs of the reporting countries and the 
time and resources needed for trainings 

By 31 March 2021
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No Agenda 
point 

What Action points Deadline

7 4.11 Glossaryfication service of ORION project Network members to distribute the link for the Glossaryfication 
service to their One Health colleagues enabling them to 
experience those services 

Not applicable

8 4.12 Dissemination of quantitative microbial risk assessment 
(QMRA) model repository 

Network members to distribute the link for the QMRA model 
repository to their national networks, modellers and other 
interested colleagues 

Not applicable

9 6.1 Stability of the data reporting system during the last days 
of data reporting 

EFSA to ensure the stability of DCF and to communicate in time 
if any disruption of system occurs 

Continuous during the 
reporting period 

10 6.2 Data included in the tables related Commission 
Implementing Reg (EU) 2019/627 

EFSA to consider the proposal of Denmark to create additional 
tables taking account of the agreements between MSs and the 
EC about samples taken before or after chilling 

By 31 March 2021

11 6.2 Reporting requirements according to the Commission 
Implementing Reg (EU) 2019/627 

Network Members to communicate the data requirements to 
the data providers 

By 30 November 2020

12 6.2 Reporting requirements according to the Commission 
Implementing Reg (EU) 2019/627 

Network Members to follow the data requirements By 31 May 2021

13 6.3 Changes in the reporting manuals and in the catalogues EFSA to update the documents and catalogues with the 
proposed changes and send them for consultation to the 
Reporting Officers 

By 08 January 2021

14 6.3 Changes in the reporting manuals Reporting officers to provide feedback on the proposed 
changes in the manuals 

By 22 January 2021

15 6.4 Annual update of catalogues before major release Reporting Officers to propose to EFSA new catalogue terms By 13 November 2020

16 6.4 Updated list of data providers Reporting Officers to provide the updated list of experts to 
have access in the DCF and MicroStrategy 

By 28 February 2021

17 6.4 Access of nominated data providers to the EUSR tables in 
MicroStrategy 

Reporting Officers to provide EFSA the emails of additional 
experts that should have access to MicroStrategy 

By 28 February 2021
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No Agenda 
point 

What Action points Deadline

18 6.4 Zoonoses data reporting Reporting Officers to request training in advance of data 
reporting window if needed 

By 28 February 2021

19 6.4 The deadlines of 2020 data reporting and validation Reporting Officers to clearly communicate to the national 
experts the deadlines (in calendar year 2021) for 2020 data 
reporting and validation 

By 30 November 2020

20 6.5 Quality indicators of the data collection EFSA to provide to the interested Network Members the scores 
for the quality indicators of their own country 

By 23 December 2020

21 7 Evaluation survey of the network meeting

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/Scientific_Network
_for_Zoonoses_Monitoring_Data_evaluation_of_38th_me
eting

Network representatives to fill in the survey By 30 October 2020

Colour legend 

Action points for EFSA 

Action points for Network 
Representatives 

Action points for both EFSA 
and Network 
Representatives 


