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Horizon Scanning Project Framework

Media 
monitoring

Emerging
pests

identifiedScientific 
literature 

monitoring
Decision 

for actions

Border/territory 
surveillance

PAFF discussion

Improve EU 
preparedness 
in addressing 
Plant Health 

threats

DG SANTE Mandate (Dec. 2016)

In the context of the new EU regulatory framework for Plant 
Health

Reg. (EU) 2016/2031 into force from 14/12/2019

EFSA Monthly 
Newsletters

Scoring /
list of scored 

pests

EFSA pest 
categorisation



Collaborations

JRC 

Text and Data mining

Unit I.3

Directorate General Joint 
Research  of the EC

• MEDISYS 
platform 
development

• Source 
implementation

EFSA Working 
group

• Newsletter 
review

• Monitoring 
methodology

• Pest scoring 
methodology

Ongoing collaboration with the Assessment and Methodological Support Unit (AMU).
Collaboration with Scientific Committee and Emerging Risks (SCER) Unit during the pilot phase of the 
Scientific Newsletter.

ANSES tasking 
grant

French Agency for Food, 
Environmental and Occupational 

Health & Safety

• Scientific 
literature 
monitoring

• Pest scoring 
methodology



Tools and outputs – JRC collaboration

IT tool News Desk

2 monthly newsletters
to the attention of EC and

EU NPPOs



The Tool

▪ https://t1.emm4u.eu/medisys/jsp/stories/
▪ http://medisys.newsbrief.eu/medisys/homeedition/en/home.html

http://medisys.newsbrief.eu/BigScreenMap/?configSet=EFSA2
https://t1.emm4u.eu/medisys/jsp/stories/
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The Tool



MEDISYS NewsDesk

Workspace
▪ Edit
▪ Publish

Category editor
▪ Keywords
▪ Filters



Category editor

Categories
sorted in 

Filters
Keywords

xyxyxy



Workspace : articles selection

Articles
Filters

Template

Newsletters

Selection by hand=> criteria



Workspace : newsletters publication
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Newsletters production process

12



Article selection

New pests
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Article selection



EFSA Plant Health Monitoring

AlbanianArabic ArmenianAzerbaijaniBelarusianBosnianBulgarianCatalan, 

Valencian
ChineseCroatianCzechDanish

Dutch

English

EsperantoEstonianFinnishFrench
Georgian

German

Greek (modern)
Hausa

Hebrew 

(modern)HindiHungarian
IcelandicIndonesianIrish

Italian

JapaneseKhmerKinyarwandaKoreanKurdishKyrgyzLaoLatvianLithuanian
Luxembourgish, 

Letzeburgesch
MacedonianMalayMalayalamMalteseMongolianNorthern SamiNorwegianPapiamentoPashto, PushtoPersian (Farsi)
Polish

Portuguese

Romanian

Russian

SerbianSinhala, 

Sinhalese
SlovakSlovene

Spanish, 

Castilian

Swahili
SwedishTamilThaiTurkishUkrainianUrduVietnamese

12,391 sources

1,148 pests and 
searches for 

emerging ones

From 196 
countries and 
72 languages
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▪ Table of content with cross-

references

▪ Introduction

▪ Icons 

▪ Main issues

▪ Selected articles:

✓ Links to articles, with translations

✓ Source and date of publication

EFSA Plant Health Media Newsletter Structure
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EFSA Plant Health Media Newsletter



EFSA Plant Health Scientific Newsletter Structure

So far, 18 Pilot Scientific Newsletters

❑Articles referring to the same 
pests monitored on media

▪ Table of content

✓List of pests per production sector

▪ Selected articles

✓Pest name, taxonomy, listing

✓Icons reorganised

o Main crops affected

o Feeding habits

o Type of impact

o Presence in the EU

✓Links and first lines of the 
abstract
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EFSA Plant Health Scientific Newsletter
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EFSA Plant Health Scientific Newsletter
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EFSA Plant Health Newsletters: Virtual Issues

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)1831-4732.Horizon-scanning-for-plant-health


Future Perspectives

▪ Monitoring
✓ In collaboration with the JRC, adaptation of the platform to the monitoring of 

scientific literature

✓ Addition of new scientific sources

✓ Improve the ontology for unknown pests

✓ Enrich ontology by adding common names in different languages

▪ Publication
✓ Scientific newsletter publication on Wiley

✓ Report of monitoring activities from 2017 to March 2020

✓ Review of the ranking systems and methodologies

✓ Report on Pests’ scoring methodology

Last Tip: following the 
twitter account 

@plants_efsa, a 
tweet will always 

notify you when a new 
publication is available 

on Wiley!



Q&A

Activities on Horizon scanning for plant health
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EFSA for the IYPH2020

Visit the new PLH website

https://bit.ly/3dtyypm
Tweet using:

#PlantHealth
#IYPH2020

@Plants_EFSA

https://bit.ly/3dtyypm


In case we did not manage to answer all 
your questions, please feel free to re-submit 
them via e-mail alpha@efsa.europa.eu

Please take 5 more minutes to fill out 
the evaluation form that you will receive 
shortly in your inbox. 
Your feedback will help us improve our 
service! 

Thank you for
attending our webinar!

https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/ALPHA_Webinar_June2020


Stay connectedStay connected

Subscribe to

efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters

efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Receive job alerts

careers.efsa.europa.eu – job alerts

Follow us on Twitter

@efsa_eu

@plants_efsa

@methods_efsa

@animals_efsa

Follow us Linked in

Linkedin.com/company/efsa

Contact us

efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa
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https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/contact/askefsa&data=02|01||dda0d77411614bc0ac3e08d7b14ffa95|406a174be31548bdaa0acdaddc44250b|1|0|637172829365517385&sdata=gSJxXSxDT0PSAHmVPFTwhUFw/Aoziza8DQg167yWO1M%3D&reserved=0

