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Country  Name  

Austria  Sylvia BLUEMEL 

Belgium  Kristien BRAEKEN 

Bulgaria  Irena BOGOEVA 

Cyprus  Anthemis MELIFRONIDOU-PANTELIDOU 

Denmark Christine RANNES 

Estonia  Birger ILAU 

Finland  Salla HANNUNEN 

France  Philippe REIGNAULT 

Germany  Ernst PFEILSTETTER  

Greece  Ioannidou STAVROULA 

Ireland  Oliver MCEVOY 

Latvia  Līga GRIŠĀNE  

Lithuania  Loreta VALATKEVIČIENE 

Luxembourg  Julien REINERS 

Netherlands  Dirk-Jan VAN DER GAAG 

Norway Micael WENDELL 

Poland  Tomasz KALUSKI 

Slovakia  Zuzana ŠEVČIKOVÁ 

Slovenia  Anita BENKO BELOGLAVEC 

Spain  Laura HERNANDEZ 

Sweden Sofia WINDSTAM 
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• Network additional representatives 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Representatives of accession countries 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

• Observers 

Swiss Federal Plant Protection 

Service SPPS -Federal Office for 
Agriculture FOAG 

 

Peter KUPFERSCHMIED 

International Plant Protection 
Convention 

Sarah BRUNEL 

European and Mediterranean Plant 
Protection Organization  

Nico HORN 

European and Mediterranean Plant 
Protection Organization  

Françoise PETTER 

European and Mediterranean Plant 
Protection Organization  

Anne-Sophie ROY 

European and Mediterranean Plant 
Protection Organization  

Muriel SUFFERT 

 

• Experts from EFSA Grants 

Magali LARENAUDIE (ANSES - French Agency for Food, Environmental and 

Occupational Health & Safety), Miguel Angel MIRANDA (UIB – University of the 
Balearic Islands), Antonio VICENT (IVIA – Valencian Institute of Agrarian 

Research), Uros ZIBRAT (KIS, Agricultural Institute of Slovenia). 

 

 

Country  Name  

Estonia  Mart KINKAR 

Finland  Juha TUOMOLA 

Ireland  Andy BOURKE, Kealy DECLAN, Conor 
MCGEE 

Lithuania  Gustina VAICEKAUSKIENE 

Sweden Johanna BOBERG 

Country  Name 

Albania Magdalena CARA 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Katica ARAR 

Montenegro Tamara POPOVIC 

Montenegro Zorka PRLJEVIC 

Republic of North Macedonia Ivica ANGELOVSKI 

Republic of North Macedonia Nadica DZERKOVSKA 

Republic of Kosovo Naim DELIJAJ 

Serbia Ana VUCUROVIC 

Turkey Aynur KARAHAN 

Turkey Hasenem ERTAS 
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• Hearing Experts  

Stephen PARNELL (University of Salford, UK). 

 
• European Commission (DG SANTE) 

Pasquale DI RUBBO, Maria KAMMENOU, Maria Belen MARQUE-GARCIA, Maria 
MIRAZCHIYSKA, Panagiota MYLONA. 

 

• EFSA 

ALPHA Unit:  

Nikolaus KRIZ (Head of Unit), Giuseppe STANCANELLI (Plant Health Team 
Leader), Caterina CAMPESE, Ewelina CZWIENCZEK, Eduardo DE LA PEÑA, Alice 
DELBIANCO, Ciro GARDI, Ignazio GRAZIOSI, Virag KERTESZ, Svetla KOZELSKÁ, 

Andrea MAIORANO, Maria Rosaria MANNINO, Giulia MATTION, Alzbeta MIKULOVA, 
Marco PAUTASSO, Oresteia SFYRA, Franz STREISSL, Emanuela TACCI, Sara 

TRAMONTINI, Sybren VOS. 

AMU Unit:  

Olaf MOSBACH-SCHULZ. 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

Nikolaus KRIZ, Head of the ALPHA Unit, welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from representatives of Czech Republic, Hungary, 

Iceland, Italy, Liechtenstein, Malta, Portugal and Romania. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. IPPC Secretariat activities and the celebration of the 

International Year of Plant Health  

The IPPC Secretariat presented the key initiatives carried on during the current 
year to celebrate the International Year of Plant Health. An International Day of 

Plant Health will be established to be celebrated every year in March. Among the 
different activities presented, particular attention was given to the new e-learning 
courses on Pest Risk Analysis with the contribution of the Europe-Africa-

Caribbean-Pacific Liaison Committee (COLEACP) and of the FAO project for the 
Common Market for Eastern and Southern Africa (COMESA). The New Programme 

on Pest Outbreak Alert and Response Systems was also highlighted, illustrating 
the simulation on Fusarium odoratissimum and the Pilot case on Spodoptera 

frugiperda. 

Question were raised and addressed concerning the selection of case studies on 
Pest Surveillance.  
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4. Overview of EFSA Plant Health activities in IYPH 2020 and work 

plan 2021-2026 

EFSA presented an overview on the Plant Health main activities developed during 
the last year. Updates regarding Pest categorisation, Quantitative pest risk 

assessment, Commodity risk assessment (high risk plants), Pest surveillance and 
Horizon scanning were provided and discussed. Furthermore, additional 

information concerning Xylella fastidiosa conferences, activities on the 
International Year of Plant Health and initiatives on Social Media were presented.  

 

5. High risk plants and commodity risk assessments 

A recap of the information shared in the previous PLH Network meeting was 

provided before presenting a detailed update of the High Risk Plant activity. 

The presentation started providing some background information on the potential 

risks associated to the international trade, and in particular of plants for planting. 
It was then shortly presented the EU legislative framework in which the activity 
on High Risk Plant is included. 

The balance of the first eighteen month of High Risk Plant activity, of its four 
working groups, was presented indicating what are the margins for improvement, 

where more accurate information provided by applicants can contribute to 
facilitate the risk assessment and reduce the uncertainty. At the end the status of 
the activities of the for working groups was presented. 

 

6. Pest categorisations 

The Network was updated on the pest categorisation mandate 2017-2020. The 
project is finishing, the last 6 opinions were adopted in November 2020 and are 

being prepared for publication. Overall, 141 pest categorisations have been 
delivered by the different taxonomic working groups of the PLH Panel. 

 

7. Climate suitability assessment for pest categorisation and risk 

assessment 

A general introduction to approaches and methodologies for pest climate 
suitability assessment was presented. The presentation included explanation of 

main theoretical basis, assumptions and limitations, in particular for the four most 
approaches used in PLH, including the Köppen–Geiger climate classification 

approach, CLIMEX, Species Distribution Models (SDM), and the process-based 
model by Magarey et al 2005. A tool for the climate suitability assessment based 
on the Köppen–Geiger approach under development at EFSA was presented. The 

tool will be released in 2021 initially to EFSA staff, and to external stakeholders 
afterwards. The tool is currently entering the testing phase. In this phase EFSA 

staff and external stakeholders will be involved. Finally, a project on the 
management and use of spatial explicit environmental data starting in July 2021 
was briefly presented. 
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8. Xylella fastidiosa Host Plant Database – Apple Pest Databases  

The EFSA database of host plant species of Xylella spp. was presented to the 
Network members, together with examples on his consultation (Zenodo, 
Microstrategy platform). 

A brief overview of the two mandates to establish the EFSA Apple pest database 
was presented to the network. The database was reviewed by cooperating third 

countries who found it a useful tool once the database is populated with data. 
Further data collections are pending a new mandate from the European 
Commission. 

 

9. EPPO Global Database update 

The ongoing revision of the EPPO Global Database was presented. It aims to: 

• Provide bibliographic sources 

• Provide more exhaustive lists of host plants 

• Simplify host plant categories. 

The major changes developed for the host plants section were explained. The host 

plants will be divided in simpler, while more accurate categories (major host, host, 
wild/weed, alternate, doubtful host, non-host). 

Questions raised from the participants concerning the exact definition of these 
new categories and the process of data conversion from the old to the new ones 
were addressed. EPPO clarified that categorising hosts is a qualitative process, 

since it has to take in account the diversity among many different species of pests 
and hosts. More questions regarded available data on pests’ vectors and the 

possibility of displaying in the new Database not only the hosts plant species 
name, but also their family names. 

 

10. Cooperation with Member States and EFSA Art. 36 Grants 

10.1. EFSA cooperation with Member States in plant health  

EFSA provided an overview of the ongoing and future cooperation with Member 
States in plant health.  

• Cooperation with Member states to support EFSA plant health tasks:   
Current and new tasking grants were presented. Workshops carried out on 
surveillance and contingency planning on Citrus black spot (causal agent: 

Phyllosticta citricarpa) and Emerald ash borer (Agrilus planipennis) were 
mentionned.  

• Cooperation to reduce plant health risk assessment uncertainties: 
Interactions and Collaborations during Pest categorisation and Pest Risk 
Assessment processes were highlighted. Furthermore, the importance of 

exchanges during conferences on plant health was stressed too. Funded 
researches and ongoing projects to fill up knowledge gaps were presented (CBS 

fungus splash dispersal, Host plants of X. fastidiosa - Apulian strain, Phenology 
and ecology of X. fastidiosa vectors in Italy, SMART monitoring airborne plant 
pathogens, X. fastidiosa vectors in Spain, NemDetect – Early detection of 

quarantine nematodes using remote sensing). Finally, the new calls were 
reminded: EFSA Thematic Grant Hot-spots for plant pests introduction: an 
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integrated analysis to better prepare for plant pests invasions; EFSA Grant - 
Reduce risk assessment uncertainties Data collection on antibiotics for control of 

plant pathogenic bacteria. 

10.2. NemDetect - Early detection of quarantine nematodes in 

potatoes using remote sensing  

Uroš Žibrat from the Agricultural Institute of Slovenia presented the background, 

methodology and preliminary results of NemDetect, a project aimed to the early 

detection of potato quarantine nematodes using remote sensing. He started his 

presentation providing some background on Remote Sensing and on the potential 

use of this technique for plant health. He described then the structure of the 

project, the applied methodology and the case studies. Within the activities of the 

project, it was prepared a questionnaire that was shortly described, providing the 

attendees a link for filling it. The questionnaire will be later circulated also among 

the COPHs. 

Network members react with interest to the presentation and formulate several 

questions, mainly related to the possible future development of remote sensing 

applications in plant health and on the availability of solutions for large scale 

applications. The presenter indicated that currently Sentinel-2 images provide the 

best combination of spatial, temporal, and spectral resolutions, while keeping 

costs to a minimum. WorldView-3 provides better spatial and spectral resolutions 

but is commercial and expensive. 

Other questions were related to the possibility to discriminates between the effects 

of different biotic stressors. At the moment, the use of indexes such as the most 

often used vegetation index, NDVI, is only able to provide early warnings 

concerning plant status without discriminating between biotic and abiotic 

stressors. Further research is needed in order to provide accurate information and 

in future, discriminate among different pests. 

10.3. Smart monitoring of airborne plant pathogens: citrus black 
spot fungi in Mediterranean citrus growing areas  

Antonio Vincent Civera, from the Valencian Institute of Agrarian Research, 
presented rationale, methodology and initial results of the “SMART- Surveillance” 

project. This is an approach for early detection and monitoring of airborne 
pathogens (such as citrus black spot and ash dieback) based on spore trapping 
and subsequent molecular identification (qPCR, LAMP and sequencing). The 

implications for surveillance of quarantine pests were discussed: pest freedom 
substantiation, eradication efforts, mapping, establishing buffer zones, and how 

to integrate this methodology with other pest survey approaches. 

10.4. Biology of vectors and potential vectors of Xylella fastidiosa in 
Balearic Islands  

Miguel Ángel Miranda from the University of Balearic Islands (UIB), Applied 
Zoology and Animal Conservation laboratory, presented a progress on EFSA grant 

GP/EFSA/ALPHA/2017/01 called: ‘Collection of data and information in Balearic 
Islands on biology of vectors and potential vectors of Xylella fastidiosa’. 

Vector’s data collection from the different agroecosystems in Majorca, Ibiza and 

Formentera, between 2017-2020, was presented. The group made a progress on 
the description of the biology, life cycle and ecology of Philaenus spumarius in the 
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controlled conditions (cages) in the microcosm experiments. The presenter gave 
also an update on ‘sampling protocol of Xylella vectors and potential vectors’ and 

successful transmission experiments with local vectors (P. spumarius and N. 
campestris). 

 

11. Pest Surveys 

11.1. Introduction to EFSA toolkit for pest surveys 

The presentation focused on the rationale, methodology and output of EFSA pest 
surveillance toolkit for assisting Member States in preparing and designing pest 

surveillance activities. The toolkit is produced under specific mandate from the 
European Commission. Pest survey cards (EFSA Journal) and Story Maps (ESRI 

Story Map platform) aim to assist with survey preparation (definition of detection 
methodology and target population), and the guidelines for a risk based 
surveillance (EFSA Journal) help to design surveys through the use of the RIBESS+ 

tool (quantification of design prevalence and confidence level). 

11.2. Pest survey cards 

The structure and objective of the Pest survey cards were presented to the 
Network members. The content of the different sections and examples from a 
specific survey card were displayed and commented.  

11.3. Story maps 

The Story maps for survey of plant pests were presented, highlighting the 

differences with the Pest survey cards and underlying the advantages of the new 
platform. The Network members were guided through the Story map for survey 
of Agrilus auroguttatus to understand all the characteristics of these interactive 

documents.  

11.4. Statistical framework for risk-based surveys 

The methodological framework for designing statistically sound and risk-based 
surveys was presented introducing the statistical tools and the survey parameters 
namely the target population, the detection method sensitivity, the confidence 

level and the design prevalence.  

11.5. Detection and delimiting surveys 

The objective of this presentation was to show the application of the 
methodological framework for the different types of surveys, in particular (i) the 

detection surveys to demonstrate pest freedom for reassuring trade partners, (ii) 
the delimiting surveys to be conducted to define the boundaries of the area where 
the pest is circulating (Infested zone), (iii) the surveys to be conducted  in the 

Buffer zone surrounding the infested zone for ensuring the pest of concern is not 
spreading outside of the infested zone. The setting of the survey parameters was 

illustrated for each of the type of surveys. 

11.6. RIBESS tutorial 

The RiBESS+ tool is fully in line with the statistical principles of ISPM 31 and 6 

and provides the user the possibility to calculate the survey effort that corresponds 
to the survey design. Due to time constraints the RiBESS+ tutorial video was not 

shown but is freely available here: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYHqrCiMxDY 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qYHqrCiMxDY
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11.7. Topics proposed by MS: FinnSURV-Assess PWN - A tool for 
assessing the confidence in pest freedom gained in official pine 

wood nematode surveys  

The Finnish Network representative introduced the web application called 

FinnSURV-Assess PWN, which assesses the confidence in freedom from the pest 
Pine Wood Nematode (i.e. Bursaphelenchus xylophilus) based on the experiences 
from past official surveys. An example on the use of this application was shown to 

the participants.  

11.8. From citizen science to risk-based surveillance: an EFSA 

project in collaboration with Euphresco 

The projects in which EFSA-PLH is involved regarding the use of data generated 
by citizen science initiatives for pest surveillance were presented. In particular, 

the general aspects of the EFSA project “Early detection indicators (including 
syndromic data) for enhanced surveillance systems of the animal and plant health” 

together with the role of EFSA within the Euphresco project “Systems for 
awareness, early detection and notification of organisms harmful to plants” were 
presented and discussed.  

11.9. The New Mandate on Pests Survey 2020-2026 

DG SANTE of the European Commission requested EFSA to pursue its work in 

supporting the Member States in the planning and execution of their survey 
activities. This new request (M-2020-0114) is articulated in three different tasks. 

In Task A, EFSA is requested to prepare by end 2026 pest survey cards in the 
form of story maps for all the quarantine pests, the protected zone pests and 
emerging pests. In Task B, EFSA is requested to prepare by end 2022 guidelines 

for a crop-based approach for 3 pilot crops (including Citrus and potato). In Task 
C, EFSA is requested to tailor the RiBESS+ tool by the end of 2022. The network 

members discussed the functionalities that should be included in the new tool and 
agreed to provide further suggestion via email answering to specific questions in 
the next weeks.    

 

12. Horizon Scanning 

12.1. Horizon Scanning: an update on media and scientific literature 
monitoring in 2020 

In the framework of the new European Plant Health regime, the EC DG SANTE 
(Directorate General Health & Food Safety) requested EFSA to carry out a horizon 
scanning exercise on plant health threats for the European Union territory. The 

Horizon Scanning exercise started in 2017, according to the EC mandate, which 
lasts until the end of 2020. EFSA provided a general update of the monitoring 

activity. In addition, results from the Report of the Horizon Scanning activities for 
Media and Scientific Literature Monitoring from 2017 to 2020 were presented. The 
Report will be published on the Horizon Scanning Virtual Issue in the next months. 

12.2. Introduction to PeMoScoring methodology to support decision 
making on Horizon Scanning new plant pests  

EFSA presented an overview of the PeMoScoring methodology: a quick screening 
instrument for pests not regulated in the EU to support risk manager’s decision 
for further action. In 2018 EFSA and ANSES (French Agency for Food, 

Environmental and Occupational Health & Safety) collaborated in the definition of 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/toc/10.2903/(ISSN)1831-4732.Horizon-scanning-for-plant-health
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the methodology. In 2019 and 2020, EFSA (AMU-ALPHA units) adopted and 
tailored the final methodology. The process, from the pests’ selection to their 

evaluation through 15 criteria, was illustrated. 

12.3. Scoring new pests: how to use the Excel file 

EFSA presented a detailed explanation on the use of the Excel file used to score 
pests following the 15 criteria adopted for the PeMoScoring methodology. Each 
criterion was introduced, and practical examples were provided.  

12.4. Use of the Calculator 

EFSA presented the Calculator, conclusive step of the PeMoScoring methodology. 

The methodology developed in collaboration with ANSES has been implemented 
into an Excel user friendly sheet. It allows the calculation of an overall pest score 
from single scores attributed to each criterion.  

The definition of a threshold chosen from the distribution of scores of a set of 
reference pests was presented. The threshold allows the distinction between 

positive (actionable) from negative pests. 

The participants posed questions on the final score and position of some reference 
pests. EFSA demonstrated with practical examples (Acrobasis pirivorella, 

Anastrepha ludens) how the final score is a comprehensive evaluation on all the 
criteria overcoming specific and singular criticisms. However, the sharpness of the 

tool can be implemented adding more negative control pests. 

12.5. Practical session on pest scoring and use of the Calculator (in 

three group break-out sessions) 

Participants were divided into three groups to take part to break-out sessions on 
the PeMoScoring exercise. An interactive demonstration was set up by EFSA to 

show each step of the PeMoScoring, from the pest selection to the Score Matrix 
evaluation, finally to the calculation of the final score. All the files needed to 

evaluate the selected pests were furnished to enable the participant to follow the 
demonstration, ask further information and reproduce the PeMoScoring. A short 
guide on recommendations for scoring was also provided. 

Questions on the possibility of testing more than one pest at the same time were 
addressed positively. Additional doubts were expressed on the choice to not 

consider the trade volume of hosts commodities. EFSA explained that even if this 
data can be relevant, a precise and comparable extraction of data is difficult and 
that could make the tool weaker. In order to facilitate the scoring of certain pests, 

EPPO proposed to give access to files not yet public containing data on little known 
pests.  

General discussion on Horizon Scanning 

EFSA contributed to stimulate a general discussion on the Horizon Scanning 
project. The PeMoScoring methodology was evaluated as a flexible and easy tool 

to be used, representing also a preliminary evaluation of the EU relevance of new 
pests from the Horizon Scanning project. EFSA aims to enlarge the number of 

control pests in order to improve the tool’s precision. Moreover, the Report on the 
PeMoScoring methodology will soon be published. The meeting was perceived as 
interesting and fruitful, despite its tight agenda.  
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13. Any Other Business 

None. 
 

14. Meeting closure and wrap up 

The Chair thanked the attendees for their active participation in the meeting. The 
considerable number of presentations and the lively discussion on plant health 

topics made it possible to celebrate the International Year of Plant Health on this 
occasion as well. 

The Chair proposed to organise the next meeting of the Network on Risk 

Assessment in Plant Health in October 2021. Before confirmation, the proposed 
provisional date (27-28 October 2021) will be checked against other dates of 

events already planned internationally in order to allow the widest possible 
participation. 

The Chair closed the meeting. 


