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Participants 

◼ Panel Members: 

Jean-Louis Bresson, Tamas Dalmay, Ian Dewhurst, Michelle Epstein, Leslie George Firbank, 

Philippe Guerche, Jan Hejatko, Francisco Javier Moreno, Ewen Mullins, Hanspeter Naegeli, Fabien 

Nogué, Nils Rostoks, Jose Juan Sanchez Serrano, Giovanni Savoini, Eve Veromann and Fabio 

Veronesi 

◼ European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Alexandre Huchelmann (DG SANTE) 

◼ EFSA:  

GMO Unit: Fernando Álvarez, Michele Ardizzone, Giacomo De Sanctis, Yann Devos, Antonio 

Fernández Dumont, Silvia Federici, Andrea Gennaro, José Ángel Gomez Ruiz, Dafni Maria Kagkli, 

Anna Lanzoni, Sylvie Mestdagh, Franco Maria Neri, Lorenz Oberkofler, Konstantinos 

Paraskevopoulos, Nikoletta Papadopoulou, Tommaso Raffaello, Riccardo Vriz and Elisabeth 

Waigmann 

Other Unit:  

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants. No apologies were received. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 
1 As defined in Article 17 of the Decision of the Executive Director concerning the selection of members of the Scientific 
Committee, the Scientific Panels, and the selection of external experts to assist EFSA with its scientific work: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/expertselection.pdf  

file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/www.efsa.europa.eu
file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/expertselection.pdf
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3. Declarations of Interest of Panel members 

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 

Competing Interest Management3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of Interest filled out by the 

Working Group members invited to the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues 

discussed in this meeting have been identified during the screening process, and no interests were 

declared orally by the members at the beginning of this meeting. 

4. Report on written procedures since the 136th GMO Plenary meeting 

The minutes of the 136th Plenary meeting were adopted by written procedure and published on 

14th April 2020. 

5. Scientific topic(s) for discussion 

5.1  Application for authorization of genetically modified maize MZIR098 

for food and feed uses, import and processing submitted under Regulation (EC) 
No 1829/2003 (EFSA-GMO-DE-2017-142) (EFSA-Q-2017-00398) 

Maize MZIR098 was developed to confer resistance to certain coleopteran insect pests and tolerance 

to glufosinate-ammonium in herbicide products.  

A scientific officer of the GMO Unit led the GMO Panel through the text of the draft opinion, pointed 

out the peculiarities of the risk assessment and drew Panel’s attention to the novel Appendix B. In 

addition to Appendix A listing the additional studies included in the application, each scientific opinion 

will include Appendix B with the scientific publications that the applicant retrieved from the literature 

search and considered relevant for the risk assessment.  

Questions were posed and discussion took place on the following topics: (1) the level of newly 

expressed proteins in pollen, (2) the predicted Open Reading Frames (ORFs) and their assessment in 

the light of the experimental data provided by the applicant upon EFSA request, (3) the stability of 

the test and control material in 90-day study with rodents. The text of the draft opinion was revised 
accordingly.  

Minor comments were also addressed throughout the reading of the different sections of the draft 

opinion.  

The GMO Panel adopted the opinion, which will be published on the EFSA website and in the EFSA 

Journal. 

6. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/the Scientific Panels, EFSA, the 

European Commission 

6.1. Scientific Committee and other Scientific Panel(s) including their 

Working Groups 

 
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/policy_independence.pdf  
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/corporate_publications/files/competing_interest_management_17.pdf 

file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/questionLoader%3fquestion=EFSA-Q-2017-00398
file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/publications
file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/publications
file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/policy_independence.pdf
file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/competing_interest_management_17.pdf
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Due to the lack of time, the Chair had to postpone his report of the SC meeting to the next GMO 

Plenary. 

 

6.2. EFSA including its Working Groups/ Task Forces 

Not applicable. 

 

6.3. European Commission 

The representative of the European Commission provided feedback on recent activities of the 

European Commission in relation to the study on new genomic techniques requested by the 

European Council. Activities are reported in a dedicated webpage of the European Commission 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/gmo/modern_biotech/new-genomic-techniques_en. 

7. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion 

8. Any other business 

8.1 Procurement on in silico protein toxicity prediction methods to 

support the food and feed risk assessment 

An EFSA scientific officer welcomed and introduced the contractor (Department of Pharmacological 

and Biomolecular Science, University of Milan). The contract NP/EFSA/GMO/2018/01 (“Literature 

search – exploring in silico protein toxicity prediction methods to support the food and feed risk 

assessment”) was launched in 2018 with the aim to collect relevant scientific information on in silico 

prediction methods for protein toxicity, that could support the food/feed risk assessment. The 

contractor presented the outcome of the EFSA procurement. The first task (Task 1) was conducted to 

perform a comprehensive literature/database search to identify toxic proteins to human and animals 

in different publicly available databases. The second task (Task 2) was conducted to perform a quality 

assessment of freely available in silico toxicity prediction tools.  

The work identified: 1) proteins with a well-recognised toxic activity, either per se or as part of a 

toxin-antitoxin system, and 2) proteins prone to form endogenous aggregates in humans and animals 

and associated to disease. These sets of proteins were reviewed separately. For all the identified 

proteins, relevant toxicity information (e.g. GOs, keywords, source organism) was retrieved from 

UniProtKB and clustered. Three-dimensional protein structures (either experimentally-determined or 

homology-based (modelled) structures) were also collected to produce a ‘complete set’ of 3D 

structures of proteins with a well-recognised toxic activity. Further searches in additional databases 

were also performed to cluster selected toxins e.g. based on protein family classification, domains and 

other molecular signatures. Other freely available prediction tools were also tested, to evaluate their 

ability in discriminating between toxic and non-toxic proteins. 

The contractor developed also a Python-built software (Toxapex) to retrieve, manage, and 

automatically update all the information from different databases.  

The contractor provided at the end of the presentation the overall summary of the results of the work. 

The databases generated by the contractor (Main and TAS collections) can be used as a 

“knowledgebase” that can be queried (for example using BLAST search) to identify toxic proteins. A 

questions and answers session followed the presentation. The GMO Panel acknowledged and 

appreciated the work performed by the contractor. 

https://ec.europa.eu/food/plant/gmo/modern_biotech/new-genomic-techniques_en
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8.2  Mandate to assess additional information related to the application for 

authorisation of food and feed containing, consisting of and produced from 

genetically modified soybean MON 87796 x MON 89788 (EFSA-GMO-NL-2010-85) 

(EFSA-Q-2019-00329)  

A scientific officer of the GMO Unit briefly introduced the request from the European Commission (EC) 

tasking EFSA to supplement its 2015 inconclusive safety assessment of genetically modified soybean 

MON 87796 x MON 89788. The evaluation of the additional information provided with the mandate is 

ongoing and, upon EFSA request, the applicant is expected to provide further information in the course 

of July. The latter will prevent the Panel to finalize and present a consolidated statement at its plenary 

meeting on 1-2 July. Nevertheless, a draft assessment based on the available data will be presented 

at the July plenary.  

 

8.3  EFSA’s Experts Mutual Assessment 

The Head of the GMO Unit reported the excellent outcome of the expert survey and expert assessment.  

 

The expert survey provided EFSA with valuable insights into how satisfied the Panel Experts are with 

respect to their collaboration with EFSA and on whether EFSA is effectively delivering on its 

Commitments. The expert assessment provided valuable insights into the performance of EFSA’s 

Experts and on the Organisation’s satisfaction with respect to the work delivered according to the 

Commitments. The mutual assessment was conducted for the first time in 2020.  

 

As anticipated by the Head of Department at the GMO Panel meeting in January 2020, the assessment 

will be followed up by individual interviews with each Panel member. The Chair of the Panel proposed 

to schedule a discussion on the outcome of the mutual assessment (and proposed improvements) for 

the agenda of the GMO Plenary of October 2020. 

9. Adoption of the minutes and next meeting 

The minutes of the current meeting were adopted by written procedure and will be published at: 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/137th-plenary-meeting-gmo-panel 

The 138th GMO Plenary – open to observers meeting will be held on 01-02 July via TELE/WEB 

 

file:///C:/Users/Tommaso/AppData/Roaming/OpenText/OTEdit/dms_efsa_europa_eu-otcs/c22759851/questionLoader%3fquestion=EFSA-Q-2019-00329
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/137th-plenary-meeting-gmo-panel

