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EFSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PROGRESS REPORT 

 

Executive Summary 
 
 

The present report refers to the period from 1st October to 23rd November, 2012.  

Corporate:  

On 23 October the European Parliament voted on the discharge of EFSA‟s budget 2010. 

Three major events were held in Parma: the Scientific Conference “Challenging boundaries in risk assessment – sharing 
experiences” (7-8 November); the official inauguration of EFSA‟s new premises (12 November); and the high-level 
conference “EFSA@10: ready for the challenges of tomorrow”, organised jointly with the European Commission Directorate 
General for Health and Consumers (13 November). Joint events were also organised in cooperation with the national 
agencies in Helsinki, Ljubljana, Dublin, Osijek, Reykjavik, Riga, Vilnius, Braunschweig, Warsaw and Budapest.  

As part of EFSA‟s 10th anniversary activities, the first Special Issue was published in a newly created section in the EFSA 
Journal providing a comprehensive overview of EFSA‟s scientific achievements in the past 10 years. 

Science Strategy and Coordination (SCISTRAT):  
EFSA received a mandate on the human health and environmental risks of endocrine disruptors, which includes: i) the 
scientific criteria to identify an endocrine disruptor; ii) the definition of an endocrine disruptor as compared to an endocrine 
active substance; and iii) the suitability of existing testing methods to detect endocrine effects. The Scientific Committee 
proposed two self-tasking mandates on (1) the Compendium of botanicals reported to contain naturally occurring 
substances of possible concern for human health and (2) the development of a generic assessment system allowing priority 
setting among the botanicals to be evaluated by EFSA.  
EFSA held its annual crisis training exercise in October. Participants were drawn from the Member States, the European 
Commission (including the Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed team) and EFSA staff. 
Strategic discussion with the Member States centred on EFSA‟s external evaluation report, risk communications and risk 
perception, as well as the use of social media. A review of the list of Competent Organisations operating in the fields of 
EFSA‟s mission (Article 36 list) has been initiated, and Member States have been requested to review their organisations on 
the list. 
The first two training courses under the programme “Better Training for Safer Food” addressed microbiological and chemical 
risk assessment in food.  
The first plenary meeting of the renewed Stakeholder Consultative Platform was held in November. Discussions centred, 
among others, on the engagement of stakeholders in EFSA‟s activities and the Authority‟s external evaluation report.  

Risk Assessment and Scientific Assistance (RASA):  
RASA adopted 6 Opinions, 3 Statements, and 4 Scientific reports. In addition, one Technical report and 7 External scientific 
reports were finalised. 
One Opinion was adopted on the risk to plant health in the EU territory of Chrysanthemum stunt viroid. Also the Opinions on 
infectious salmon anaemia; the use of a gamma interferon test for the diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis; mercury and 
methylmercury in food; dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in food for infants and young children; evaluation of the substances as 
acceptable previous cargoes for edible fats and oils (Part III) were adopted. 
Upon an urgent request from the European Commission, two Statements were released to evaluate the publication of 
Séralini et al. (2012) on “Long term toxicity study of a Roundup herbicide and a Roundup-tolerant genetically modified 
maize”. Another Statement of EFSA was published on the health risk of ammonium released from water filters. 
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RASA issued Scientific reports on the infection with Echinococcus multilocularis infections in animals, an update of 
acrylamide levels in food from monitoring for the years 2007-2010, the minimum sample size for healthy slaughtered cattle 
regarding BSE monitoring, and a proposed production method for smoked "skin-on" sheep meat. A Technical report was 
finalised on the update of the epidemiological situation of Schmallenberg virus in Europe,  

Scientific Evaluation of Regulated Products (REPRO):  
REPRO adopted 25 Opinions, 3 External scientific reports, 3 Technical reports, 1 Statement, 26 Reasoned Opinions on 
MRL and 14 Conclusions on pesticide peer review. The re-evaluation of feed additives remains one of the main working 
areas of the FEEDAP Panel, with 98 Opinions to be adopted in the coming months, which include mandates related to 
silage, flavourings, amino acids, colourings and trace elements. The main priorities of the ANS Panel include the re-
evaluation of food additives and the assessment of new food additive applications, as well as the safety assessment of 
nutrient sources, including those for the fortification of food that are subject to national derogations. A public consultation on 
the draft Opinion on aspartame is planned to be launched in January 2013, including a meeting with national experts. The 
CEF Panel will focus on the re-evaluation of flavouring substances, as well as the evaluation of active and intelligent 
packaging processes. The risk assessment of bisphenol A will be finalised by May 2013. The GMO Panel will continue 
working on approximately 60 applications related to GM plants, as well as on the 2011 Post-market environmental 
monitoring (PMEM) reports. Next to the claims and novel food applications the NDA Panel will focus on Dietary Reference 
Values for energy for 29 micro-nutrients. The PRAS Unit will work on the remaining 45 MRL applications submitted, as well 
as the 330 MRL reviews which are on the agenda. In addition, the 2010 Annual Report on Pesticide Residues will be 
finalised, and the work on the 2011 and 2012 Annual Reports on Pesticide Residues will continue. The peer review of the 
risk to bees of three Neonicotinoid substances and Fipronil is ongoing. 

Communications (COMMS): Communications activities supporting the Scientific Conference on “Challenging boundaries in 
risk assessment – sharing experiences” included the production of an abstracts booklet and a compact programme flyer. 
Media attending the conference included national dailies (Le Figaro, Der Spiegel Online, Der Tagesspiegel), specialist 
publications (Chemical Watch, EU Food Law, Food Navigator, Process Alimentaire), French scientific magazines (Sciences 
et Avenir, Science et Vie), and national audiovisual media (RAI 3). Focus of the interviews were: risk assessment of GMOs, 
health claims/nutrition, the Threshold of Toxicological Concern approach (TTC), zoonotic diseases, bisphenol A, food 
contacts materials, and the work of the Applications helpdesk. The high-level conference “EFSA@10: ready for the 
challenges of tomorrow” was webcast live. A booklet with the programme and the speakers‟ biographies was produced and 
accompanied the 10-year anniversary brochure that was shared with all conference delegates. Pan-EU newswire Agence 
Europe attended the conference and held interviews with the Executive Director.  
EFSA has communicated widely on chemicals in food, GMO, innovation, pesticides/bees, plant health and zoonoses. Key 
agenda issues of the meeting of the Advisory Forum Communications Working Group included: Member States' perspective 
on EU risk communication, communication and media activities on the Séralini study, an update on joint projects, and 
possible approaches to joint media activities, as well as the use of social media. The meeting was preceded by social media 
training. EFSA published six press releases, ten web news stories, three Understanding Science videos, two corporate 
newsletters, one Antimicrobial resistance graphic and three booklets and leaflets related to the 10th anniversary events. 

Budget and human resources: On 25 November, EUR 70.16 million or 89.6% of the EUR 78.28 million budget was 
committed. EUR 56.68 million or 75.2% of the EUR 75.38 payment appropriations were paid. 453 posts were occupied and 
10 job offers have been sent to the selected candidates bringing the total to 463 posts filled out of the planned 494 posts. 
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EFSA EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR PROGRESS REPORT 
 

SCIENCE STRATEGY AND COORDINATION (SCISTRAT) 

Scientific Committee (SCOM) 

The Scientific Committee (SC) endorsed two communications of EFSA on the definition of Nanomaterial and the US Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) guidance document for industry assessing the effect of manufacturing process changes. 
EFSA received a mandate on the human health and environmental risks of endocrine disruptors. The mandate addresses: i) 
the scientific criteria to identify an endocrine disruptor; ii) the definition of an endocrine disruptor as compared to an 
endocrine active substance; and iii) the suitability of existing testing methods to detect endocrine effects. A preparatory 
meeting of the Scientific Committee and a preliminary meeting involving EU National Agencies, the Joint Research Centre 
and the European Commission non-food Scientific Committees took place to further discuss the content of the opinion and 
the scientific expertise needed for the composition of the working group.  
The Scientific Committee proposed two self-tasking mandates on: (1) the Compendium of botanicals reported to contain 
naturally occurring substances of possible concern for human health, and (2) the development of a generic assessment 
system allowing priority setting among the botanicals to be evaluated by EFSA. The Qualified Presumption of Safety (QPS) 
approach will be considered as a starting point for the discussion.  
One internal mandate on Guidance Review is being established to provide recommendations and set priorities for the review 
of existing and the preparation of new Guidance Documents. 

Emerging Risks Unit (EMRISK) 

As part of EFSA‟s 10th anniversary activities, a report was published in the EFSA Journal summarising EFSA‟s approach to 
identifying emerging risks in food and feed.  A Technical Report summarising EFSA‟s activities in the area of bee health was 
published, which will provide a basis for a subsequent gap analysis for data and risk assessments in this area. 
EFSA held its annual crisis training exercise in October. The theme was on rapid risk assessment, animated by an urgent 
request scenario. Participants were drawn from the Member States, the European Commission including the Rapid Alert 
System for Food and Feed (RASFF) team and EFSA staff.  
In the context of the International Programme on Chemical Safety working group on mode of action (WHO), EFSA has been 
part of the organising committee, together with the WHO and ECHA, of an international workshop on the use of  
toxicological mode of action in risk assessment. This workshop will be held in early 2013 in Vienna. 
A procurement project dealing with data collection on the toxicology of chemical mixtures for human risk assessment has 
been awarded. Procurement calls for a review on the state of the art of human bio-monitoring for chemical substances and 
its application to human exposure assessment for food safety; for data collection on the toxicology of chemical mixtures for 
ecological risk assessment; and for the completion and update of the chemical hazards database will be launched by early 
2013.  

Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation Unit (AFSCO) 
Discussions with the Advisory Forum (AF) centred on EFSA‟s external evaluation report, where the members welcomed the 
overall positive conclusions in relation to the cooperation with Member States and strongly advised EFSA to prioritise the 
recommendations. Discussion also focused on risk communications and risk perception, as well as the use of social media.  
A review of the List of Competent Organisations operating in the fields of EFSA‟s mission (Article 36 List) has been initiated, 
with MS asked to review their organisations on the List. The Focal Point meeting focused on the 2012 annual reporting and 
on improving the application of Article 36 organisations to calls for proposals and tenders. The first joint meeting between 
Focal Points and the Advisory Forum Communications Working Group took place. The first two BTSF (Better Training for 
Safer Food) training courses addressed microbiological and chemical risk assessment in food. In the framework of the pre-
accession programme a study tour to the Netherlands was organised with the participation of eleven experts. EFSA 
published the Summary Report of the Scientific Colloquium on low dose response in toxicology and risk assessment. 



mb 13 12 12 item 3 doc 2 – EFSA’s Executive Director progress report 

4 | P a g e  
 

The first Special Issue was published in a newly created section in the EFSA Journal providing a comprehensive overview of 
EFSA‟s scientific achievements in the past 10 years; hard copies have been distributed at EFSA‟s 10th Anniversary Scientific 
Conference “Challenging Boundaries in Risk Assessment – Sharing Experiences”. 

Cooperation with Stakeholders 

The first plenary meeting of the renewed Stakeholder Consultative Platform (SCP) was held in Brussels on 21-22 
November. Discussions centred on the engagement of stakeholders in EFSA‟s activities, and EFSA updated the members, 
in particular, on the Authority‟s external evaluation report, the outcomes of the pilot project on the attendance of observers in 
the plenary meetings of EFSA‟s Scientific Panels, and EFSA‟s work on Acrylamide.  

International relations 

In a meeting with the Director of the recently established National Chilean Food Safety Agency (ACHIPIA) on 5 November, 
EFSA started identifying possible future collaborations with Chile. In November EFSA‟s Executive Director visited the 
Belgian Federal Public Service: discussions focused on the scientific cooperation between EFSA and Belgium. Also in 
November, a high-level delegation from EFSA visited the Food Safety Commission of Japan (FSCJ) and the Korean Food 
and Drug Administration (KFDA) to discuss future cooperation. 
 

RISK ASSESSMENT AND SCIENTIFIC ASSISTANCE (RASA) 

Panel on animal health and welfare (AHAW) 

The AHAW Panel adopted two Opinions on: infectious salmon anaemia; and the use of a gamma interferon test for the 
diagnosis of bovine tuberculosis.  
In response to requests from the European Commission for technical assistance under the provisions of Art. 31, a Technical 
report on the update of the epidemiological situation of Schmallenberg virus in Europe, and a Scientific report on infection 
with Echinococcus multilocularis in animals have been released. 
An External scientific report was published on specification of data collection on animal diseases to increase the 
preparedness of the AHAW Panel to answer future mandates. In addition, four External scientific reports were published on 
the contribution of meat inspection to the surveillance for animal diseases and welfare conditions in bovines, small 
ruminants, solipeds, and farmed games. 
The Network for Risk Assessment in Animal Health and Welfare hold a plenary meeting and two technical meetings on (1) 
Echinococcus multilocularis infection in animals and (2) Rift Valley Fever. The annual meeting of the AHAW network was 
held on 21-22 November 2012. 
The Panel is finalising Opinions on comments to the zoonoses summary report (2009-2010) and continues working on risk 
posed by Rift Valley Fever and bee health. In collaboration with the BIOHAZ Panel, CONTAM Panel and the BIOMO Unit, 
the Panel also continues its work on the meat inspection of cattle, small ruminants, farmed game and solipeds, the Opinions 
of which are due for adoption in 2013. New mandates have been received in relation to the possible risks posed by the 
influenza A (H3N2v) virus for animal health and its potential spread and its implications for animal and human health, and 
the monitoring of procedures of stunning of animals at the slaughterhouse. 

Panel on biological hazards (BIOHAZ)  

Two Scientific reports were prepared by the BIOHAZ Unit on: clarifications on the interpretation of technical issues about the 
Scientific Opinion on a summary of scientific studies undertaken by the UK Food Standard Agency (FSA) to support a 
proposed production method for smoked "skin-on" sheep meat; and on the minimum sample size for healthy slaughtered 
cattle regarding BSE monitoring. 
An External scientific report was published on a Model for the evaluation of different options for the monitoring of 
Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies in cattle in the European Union (C-TSEMM). 
The Scientific Networks on “Microbiological Risk Assessment” and “BSE-TSE” held their meetings in October. 
In the coming months, the BIOHAZ Panel will work on: meat inspection for bovines, small ruminants, farmed game and 
solipeds, and the risk posed by pathogens in food of non-animal origin; the maintenance of the list of QPS recommended 
biological agents intentionally added to food or feed; and the seropathotype concept and scientific criteria regarding 
pathogenicity assessment of VTEC strains. Work has started on: the scrapie situation in the EU after 10 years of monitoring 
and control in sheep and goats; the risk of transmission of TSEs via in vivo derived embryo transfer in ovine animals; an 
application for a revision of the annual monitoring programme for BSE from Norway; and the assessment of the public 
health risks related to the different types of mechanically separated meat and the parameters, their values and their 
measure to distinguish between them. 
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Panel on contaminants in the food chain (CONTAM) 

The CONTAM Unit prepared a Statement on the health risk of ammonium released from water filters. 
The CONTAM Panel has adopted three Opinions on: mercury and methylmercury in food; dioxins and dioxin-like PCBs in 
food for infants and young children; and evaluation of the substances as acceptable previous cargoes for edible fats and oils 
(Part III of III). 
In the coming months the Panel will finalise the Guidance document on methodological principles and scientific methods 
when establishing reference points for action, and continue working on mycotoxins and plant toxicants (sterigmatocystin, 
nivalenol, tropane alkaloids); meat inspection of bovine, domestic sheep and goats, farmed game and domestic solipeds. 
The Panel will embark on a new mandate for assessing acrylamide in the light of new data. A new mandate has been 
received for scientific opinions on the estimation of the risk to human health from the presence of nickel (Ni) and chromium 
(Cr) in vegetables and of hexavalent chromium (Cr6+) in bottled water. 

Panel on plant health (PLH)  

The PLH Panel adopted one Opinions related to the pest risk assessment for the EU territory of Chrysanthemum stunt 
viroid.    
The latest meeting of the Network for Risk Assessment in Plant Health was held in October. 
By the end of 2012, the PLH Panel will finalise eight Opinions related to the pest risk assessment for the EU territory of: 
Scirrhia pini Funk and Parker; Puccinia horiana Hennings; Phialophora cinerescens (Wollenweber) van Beyma; 
Pseudomonas caryophylii (Burkholder) Starr and Burkholder; Erwinia chrysanthemi pv. Dianthicola (Hellmers) Dickey; 
Liriomyza huidobrensis (Blanchard); and Liriomyza trifolii (Burgess) and, Tomato spotted wilt virus. The Opinion on Bemisia 
tabaci is foreseen to be adopted by the end of March 2013. The PLH Panel will complete its reply to the Portuguese 
comments on Pinus pinea as host plant of pine wood nematode. As well, the Panel will initiate the work to provide Opinions 
on the risk to plant health of other 13 regulated harmful organisms (8 to be delivered in 2013 and the remaining 5 in 2014). A 
new mandate has been received to provide an Opinion on the risk to plant health of Xanthomonas campestris (all strains 
pathogenic to Citrus) for the EU territory as well as an internal mandate to test the Panel‟s guidance on Environmental Risk 
Assessment using the invasive organism Pomacea insularun, the apple island snail.  

Scientific assessment support Unit (SAS) 

The SAS Unit, in collaboration with the GMO and PRAS Units, released two Statements in response to an urgent request 
from the European Commission to evaluate a publication of Séralini et al. (2012) entitled “Long term toxicity study of a 
Roundup herbicide and a Roundup-tolerant genetically modified maize”. 
The SAS Unit provided hands-on methodological and modelling support to AHAW, GMO, PLH and FEED Units. 
The SAS Unit will continue the activities on the Guidance document for statistical reporting in dossiers submitted to EFSA 
and on the identification of existing monitoring networks suitable to provide datasets to support post-market environmental 
monitoring (PMEM) of GMOs. The SAS and AHAW Units will continue collecting epidemiological data in Members States 
with regard to the "Schmallenberg" virus (SBV). 

Dietary and chemical monitoring Unit (DCM) 

A Scientific report has been published on the update of acrylamide levels in food (from monitoring for the years 2007-2010).  
An External scientific report was finalised on an updated food composition database for nutrient intake. 
The Unit provided assistance regarding data collection and/or data analysis to CONTAM, BIOHAZ, FEED, FIP and PRAS. 
The Network on Food Consumption Data met in November.  
In the coming months the Unit will focus on: monitoring and dietary exposure of arsenic levels in food; monitoring of 
veterinary medicinal product residues during 2011; European data collection of chemical occurrence in food and feed. In 
addition, work will continue on the development of a Raw Agricultural Commodity database, and the extension of the 
Standard Sample Description to include biological samples and food additives, the implementation of the new food 
classification system FoodEx2 and post-market monitoring of food additives. 
The Unit will further co-ordinate activities within the framework of the pan-European Food Consumption Survey “What‟s on 
the Menu in Europe?” (EU Menu project) including two ongoing pilot studies on tools and procedures for food consumption 
data collection, and will continue ongoing activities on food consumption and chemical occurrence data collection. 

Biological monitoring Unit (BIOMO) 

The BIOMO Unit is analysing the data for the EU Summary reports on zoonoses, food-borne outbreaks and antimicrobial 
resistance in 2011, which will be issued at the beginning of 2013. In addition, the Unit continues its work on the analysis of 
the EU wide baseline survey on Listeria monocytogenes in ready-to-eat foods, as well as on the harmonised epidemiological 
indicators for meat inspection as part of the European Commission mandate.  
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The Unit organised a meeting of the Task Force on Zoonoses Data Collection in October. 
The BIOMO Unit will start to work on the mandate for setting up a data collection for molecular typing information related to 
food-borne pathogens in food and animals. BIOMO and BIOHAZ are collaborating with the European Centre for Disease 
Prevention and Control (ECDC) on the investigation of multi-states food borne outbreaks. The BIOMO Unit will also start 
new working groups for the revision of the food-borne outbreak reporting specifications and for classification of analytical 
methods for food-borne pathogens. 
 
SCIENTIFIC EVALUATION OF REGULATED PRODUCTS (REPRO) 

Panel on additives and products or substances used in animal feed (FEEDAP)  

The FEEDAP Panel adopted 8 Opinions on the authorisation of feed additives, belonging to the following categories: 
sensory (3), nutritional (2) and zootechnical (3). Seven of these Opinions are re-evaluations of additives currently on the 
market. In the context of re-evaluation, following assessment of data submitted by applicants and prepared according to new 
scientific development/technologies, for some additives the FEEDAP Panel identified potential safety concerns related to 
antimicrobial resistance and virulence factors. 
The re-evaluation of feed additives remains one of the main working areas of the Panel. In the coming months the FEEDAP 
Panel will focus on 98 Opinions, which include mandates related to silage, flavourings, amino acids, colourings and trace 
elements. 

Food ingredients and packaging (FIP) 

The Panel on Food additives and nutrient sources added to food (ANS) adopted two Opinions related to candelilla wax  
(E 902) and cellular bound chromium (III) enriched yeast, as well as a Statement on beta carotene in heavy smokers. 
The Panel on Food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids (CEF) adopted one Opinion on recycling 
processes of food contact materials on Interseroh Step 2. In addition, four Opinions were adopted on Flavourings (FGE.12 
Rev3, 20Rev4, 204 and FGE. 18Rev2) and five Opinions were adopted on Food Contact Materials (one on TFEE5 and four 
on recycling processes for plastic food contact materials). 
In October, the FIP Unit organised a meeting with national experts on bisphenol A (BPA). In addition, in November the FIP 
Unit, in cooperation with APDESK, organised a technical meeting with applicants for flavouring substances. 
A new working group on botanicals in food (in relation with two requests: Yohimbe and Ephedra species) was set up. In the 
coming months, the ANS Panel will mainly focus on the re-evaluation of food additives, as well as on the evaluation of new 
food additive applications and the safety assessment of nutrient sources, including nutrient sources for the fortification of 
food that are subject to national derogations. A public consultation on the draft Opinion on aspartame is planned to be 
launched in January 2013, including a meeting with national experts. The Opinion on aspartame is foreseen to be adopted 
by May 2013. 
The CEF Panel will put focus on the re-evaluation of flavouring substances, mainly based on submission of genotoxicity 
data (405 substances). The work on recycling processes is foreseen to be finalised by end 2013. In addition, the CEF Panel 
will continue the evaluation of active and intelligent packaging processes (17 applications under evaluation). The risk 
assessment of BPA will be finalised by May 2013. 

Panel on genetically modified organisms (GMO) 

The GMO Panel adopted one Opinion on maize MON 87460, one Opinion on the risk assessment of new techniques 
developed through Zinc finger nuclease 3, and two Opinions on maize 1507. The GMO Unit published three Technical 
reports related to application opinions adopted in September and October. The GMO Unit participated to the drafting of two 
EFSA statements in the frame of an urgent request from the European Commission and assess whether the Séralini et al. 
study “Long term toxicity study of a Roundup herbicide and a Roundup-tolerant genetically modified maize” contained new 
scientific elements that could lead EFSA to reconsider the outcome of its Opinions on NK603 maize. 
In cooperation with APDESK, the GMO Unit organised a meeting with applicants in October, as well as the annual meeting 
with environmental NGOs in November.  
A scientific workshop on effects of Bt-proteins from Bt-crops on terrestrial non-target arthropods, in cooperation with the 
Netherlands Commission on Genetic Modification (COGEM), was organised in November. 
The ongoing work on approximately 60 applications related to GM plants will continue, as well as the work on the 2011 Post-
market environmental monitoring (PMEM) report on the Amflora GM potato, the Hungarian safeguard clause on the same 
event and the European Commission requests to update the evaluation of Bt11 and MON810. The work on the Guidance 
Document for environmental risk assessment for GM animals, which was suspended due to the re-prioritisation of activities, 
will resume in December. 
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Panel on dietetic products, nutrition and allergies (NDA)  

The NDA Panel adopted one Opinion related to the Art 13.5 health claim application on Prolibra. 
To date EFSA has received 388 health claims applications, for which the NDA Panel has adopted 153 Opinions covering 
162 applications. The assessment of 20 applications is in progress, 53 applications are due to be initiated, whilst 153 
applications have been withdrawn.  
In addition the NDA Panel is currently evaluating five novel food applications, and is working on Dietary Reference Values 
for energy for 29 micronutrients and one Opinion on the evaluation of allergenic foods for labelling purposes. 

Panel on plant protection products and their residues (PPR) and Pesticide Unit (PRAS)  

Three External scientific reports were published: on the collection and assessment of data and proposal for conceptual 
approaches for non-dietary cumulative exposure assessment; on repeated and multiple stress (exposure to pesticides) for 
aquatic organisms; and on the review of available evidence regarding the vulnerability of off-crop non-target arthropod 
communities in comparison to in-crop non-target arthropod communities. 
Fourteen pesticide peer review conclusions were issued. The peer review on the risk to bees of three Neonicotinoid 
substances and Fipronil is ongoing, and new mandates have been received to deliver conclusions on confirmatory data for a 
number of active substances.  
Twenty six MRL Reasoned Opinions were issued: 13 in response to 19 MRL applications, and 13 reviewing existing MRLs. 
The peer review programme will continue for both the new active substances and the remaining 21 active substances of the 
review programme. The PRAS Unit will continue working on the remaining 45 MRL applications submitted so far, as well as 
the 330 MRL reviews which are currently on the agenda. In addition, the 2010 Annual Report on Pesticide Residues will be 
finalised, and the work for the 2011 and 2012 Annual Report on Pesticide Residues will continue. 

Application Desk (APDESK)  

The APDESK Unit is centralising and processing the initial administrative steps of all applications received by EFSA for 
FEED, FIP/ANS, FIP/CEF, GMO, NUTRITION and PRAS: during the reporting period 52 applications were received. A call 
for tender has been awarded in order to map EFSA stakeholder‟s needs in relation to applications, focusing especially on 
small and medium-sized enterprises (SME). The research to define the stakeholders profile has been initialised. As from 
October 1st, 35 new written requests via the online form were received and answered individually within a timeframe of 15 
working days. 
APDESK contributed to the organisation of Info Sessions for applicants on GMOs (October) and flavourings (November). 
APDESK will continue working on the creation of a Small and Medium Enterprises office (EFSA SME office) to support 
SMEs in preparing and submitting applications for Regulated Products. 
 
COMMUNICATIONS ACTIVITIES  

10th ANNIVERSARY: 

Three major events were held in celebration of EFSA‟s 10th anniversary. Six press releases/news stories were published 
including: the EFSA Journal 10th Anniversary special issue; the scientific conference; the inauguration event and the 
institutional conference. EFSA also highlighted its role in the EU food safety system, taking part in several joint events in the 
Member States. 

Communications activities supporting the Scientific Conference on “Challenging boundaries in risk assessment – sharing 
experiences” (Parma, 7-8 November) included production of an abstracts booklet and a compact programme flyer. A printed 
edition of the EFSA Journal special issue “Scientific achievements, challenges and perspectives of the European Food 
Safety Authority: Taking stock of the 10 years activities and looking ahead” was launched at this occasion. During the event, 
a stand dedicated to risk communications provided participants with access to the Authority‟s work in this area through a 
selection of corporate and scientific publications, case studies, the EFSA/AFCWG joint Risk Communications Guidelines as 
well as Understanding Science videos. 

On the occasion of the scientific conference, Media Relations organised a visit to Parma with selected journalists from key 
media across Member States to coincide with the conference and to give Media Relations officers an opportunity to further 
build relations with them. Media attending the visit included national dailies (Le Figaro, Der Spiegel Online, Der 
Tagesspiegel), specialist publications (Chemical Watch, EU Food Law, Food Navigator, Process Alimentaire), French 
scientific magazines (Sciences et Avenir, Science et Vie), and national audiovisual media (RAI 3). Focus of the interviews 
were: risk assessment of GMOs, health claims/nutrition, the Threshold of Toxicological Concern approach (TTC), zoonotic 
diseases, bisphenol A, food contacts materials, and the work of the Applications helpdesk. 
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The official inauguration of EFSA‟s new premises took place on 12 November in the presence of officials from the European 
Commission, the European Parliament, the Presidency of the European Union, along with the Italian Minister of Health and 
the Mayor of Parma. ANSA, RAI TV and a wide selection of local press (including printed, online and audiovisual media) 
attended the inauguration ceremony, which included a preview of EFSA‟s new corporate video. 

The high-level conference “EFSA@10: ready for the challenges of tomorrow”, organised jointly with the European 
Commission (DG Health and Consumers) to take stock of EFSA‟s main achievements over the past decade and to look 
ahead to future challenges for risk assessment, was webcast live on 13 November. A booklet with the programme and the 
speakers‟ biographies was produced and accompanied the 10-year anniversary brochure that was shared with all 
conference delegates. Pan-EU newswire Agence Europe attended the conference and held interviews with the Executive 
Director. Local daily Gazzetta di Parma attended the meeting between EFSA and demonstrators who had attended a 
counter-conference on industry influence and food safety that was organised by NGOs and held at the University of Parma 
on 12 November. 

EFSA 10th Anniversary key messages were also disseminated through ten joint events organised in cooperation with 
national agencies in different areas: Plant health in Helsinki; Data collection and caffeine in food in Ljubljana; Food safety 
seminar in Dublin; Agricultural policy and food safety in Osijek; Risk assessment in Reykjavik; Health claims seminar in 
Riga; Nutrition related diseases in Vilnius; From Farm to Fork - 10 Years of the BVL Protecting Consumers in Braunschweig; 
Experiences of Polish scientists in Warsaw; and Food chain safety in the 21st century: challenges and achievements in 
Budapest. EFSA corporate publications were made available at these events. 

CORPORATE: 

Publication plans for the new corporate video and the 12-page corporate brochure at the end of November were finalised. 
Press releases/news stories were published on the independent external evaluation of EFSA, the 2010 budget discharge, 
the Advisory Forum Declaration of Support for ESFA and extension of the Observers project.  

THEMATIC: 

Chemicals in food – two new Understanding Science videos (“Safe levels of chemicals in food” and “Endocrine active 
substances”) were recorded in October and November. There were „In focus‟ campaigns on flavourings and BPA. Five news 
stories were published including those on flavourings, the new “endocrine disruptors” mandate and the 2012 report on 
acrylamide in food.  

GMO – Four press releases/news stories related to the Séralini study on GM maize NK603 were published.  

Innovation – In November a news story on the first anniversary of the Applications helpdesk was published. Preparations 
laid for further improvements to the Applications helpdesk section of the website are planned by end 2012. The Media 
Relations team drafted an “op-ed” (article expressing EFSA‟s opinion) for the UK quarterly International Innovation 
magazine focusing on the Applications helpdesk and health claims. 

Pesticides/bees – A news story was published in support of the EMRISK overview report on EFSA‟s work in relation to bee 
health so far. 

Plant health – Publication of a new Understanding Science video on plant health in November 2012. 

Zoonoses – EFSA collaborated with DG Health and Consumers, the European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
(ECDC) and the European Medicines Agency (EMA) to provide a holistic view on EU efforts to combat antimicrobial 
resistance (AMR) to mark the occasion of the 5th edition of the European Antibiotic Awareness Day.  EFSA created an AMR 
“In Focus” section on the homepage of its website comprising a new graphical representation of the AMR issue, together 
with an Understanding Science Video as well as background information on zoonoses and appropriate links the work of 
ECDC. 

COOPERATION AND OUTREACH: 

MEMBER STATES 

First Focal Points/Advisory Forum Communications Working Group (AFCWG) meeting – Key agenda items of this 
meeting included: a presentation of the key findings of EFSA‟s external evaluation, an overview of the Focal Points and the 
AFCWG networks, examples of cooperation in communications on national levels and suggestions on how to get the most 
from the Focal Points‟ websites. 

Advisory Forum Communications Working Group (AFCWG) meeting – Key agenda items of this meeting included: a 
discussion on the session on strategic risk communication held at the Advisory Forum meeting of  September, input from 
Member States on their perspective on EU risk communication, recent communication and media activities on the Séralini 
study, an update on past and future joint projects (publication of the Advisory Forum Declaration in support of EFSA, Risk 
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Communications Guidelines, Glossary of Food Safety Terminology, FoodRisc research project and Food Hygiene). 
Members also discussed possible approaches to joint media activities, as well as the use of social media. The meeting was 
preceded by social media training. 

OTHER MEDIA RELATIONS 

Media encounters – The Media Relations office organised a media breakfast in Brussels on 12 October with the Executive 
Director and eight journalists the day after the publication of the European Court of Auditors (ECA) report. Media included 
Brussels-based correspondents from pan-EU newswires (e.g. Euractiv, Europolitics); national newswires (e.g. Austria 
Presse Agentur, TM News, DPA, DAPD) and specialist publications (EU Food Law, Agra Alimentation). The Executive 
Director explained EFSA‟s view of the report and answered questions related to it, but correspondents were almost wholly 
focused on the Séralini GM maize and herbicide study and EFSA‟s initial review which was published the week before. 
Resulting media coverage was focused mostly on Séralini. 

EFSA on Twitter – Tweets were sent out regularly during the period on the basis of relevant news and/or new features on 
EFSA‟s website. Dedicated twitter plans were created to support the promotion of the 10th Anniversary events. The number 
of users following EFSA‟s Twitter account reached over 1,800 in mid-November. 

ONLINE COMMUNICATIONS 

Two new products were launched in October: a new and improved version of the weekly EFSA Highlights newsletter and the 
new EFSA email alerts. The EFSA Highlights was revamped both in terms of design and content: with a fresh new look, the 
weekly newsletter now integrates content from the previous range of newsletters (EFSAnews, Moving together and the 
InFocus Food/Plants/Animals), and provides updates on what is new on the EFSA website. EFSA email alerts allow users to 
receive updates on the content of their choice with the frequency of their choice. Three Understanding Science videos were 
published on YouTube and on the Authority‟s website. Subtitles were uploaded in English for 18 videos, contributing to the 
accessibility of these multimedia products. The Panel member pages on the website were updated with the list of members 
of the previous panels. From a technological perspective, a new version of the EFSA Journal was deployed to enable 
publication of the 10 year anniversary Special Edition.  

COMMUNICATIONS OUTPUTS 

In the reporting period, the following outputs were issued: six press releases, ten web news stories, three Understanding 
Science videos, two corporate newsletters (Moving Together 9 and EFSANews 26), one key scientific publication (the EFSA 
Journal special issue), one Antimicrobial resistance graphic and three booklets and leaflets related to the 10th anniversary 
events. 

 
CORPORATE – RESOURCES AND SUPPORT 

Institutional relations 

On 10 October EFSA‟s Executive Director welcomed to Parma a member of the German Federal Parliament, Dr. Christel 
Happach-Kasan, in her capacity of spokesperson for the German Liberal Party on food-related issues. A fruitful exchange of 
views with EFSA staff covering a range of issues (green GM-technology, health claims, pesticides, risk communication) took 
place. 

Quality 

Quality Management System: The first meetings of the Quality Circle (a mechanism for driving continuous improvement) 
were held. The Standard Operational Procedure (SOP) covering the management of the repository of EFSA‟s Strategies, 
Policies, Procedures and Guidance documents was finalised. 

External Review: The draft report of the External Review Working Group (ERWG) circulated for comments among the 
members and is expected to be finalised in December. The ERWG Chair will discuss the report with the Editorial Board of 
the EFSA Journal. Agreement has been reached to extend the remit and include external reports from third parties in the 
evaluation. 

Planning and monitoring 

Work for the finalisation of the Multi Annual Plan (MAP), covering the period 2014-2016, is progressing. A preliminary draft 
will be presented to the Management Board at the March 2013 meeting. 

The two-year pilot phase on Impact Indicators reached its conclusion. A final report, with recommendations on the follow-up, 
has been submitted to the Management Board for discussion. 
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The Medium Term Plan, an exercise shared with the European Commission on the prediction of EFSA‟s workload in the 
coming years, was finalised. 

The Balanced Scorecard (BSC) project was initiated under the e3 – efficiency programme to develop and implement a 
strategic performance management tool. Following a six-month pilot phase, the indicators have been fine-tuned and the 
reporting stabilised. Efforts continue to move to automatic production of reports for all layers of the organisation. 

Data protection (DP) 

Data protection follow-up was ensured on organisational matters (including IT security) and on topics related to the 
operational management of EFSA such as: the establishment of an in-house scientific expertise database, on-line EFSA 
Applications Helpdesk and data protection aspects of the EFSA Data Warehouse Project. EDPS guidelines on leave 
management and flexileave were received as a benchmark for all EU agencies and bodies including EFSA, to review and 
adjust their respective policies and practices. 

Court cases 

EFSA has been active in Case T-334/12, Plantavis v. European Commission and EFSA (Health and nutrition claims), in 
response to which it lodged its Statement of Defence on 31 October 2012. EFSA and the Commission are aligned with 
regard to the defence adopted. On 6 November 2012, the Council of the European Union intervened in this case in favour of 
the European Commission and of EFSA. 

IT systems 

A number of new functionalities and improvements to existing IT tools have been deployed on various operational and 
organisational tools developed by EFSA to support its scientific and administrative activities. In particular should be 
highlighted: the Special Issues on the EFSA Journal, the support for applications of the FIP Unit, the tracking of meetings 
with applicants in the RAW Tool, the implementation of ceilings in Mission Order Workflow, the implementation of Local 
Budget Lines in Financial Tools, and the new tool for electronic submission of applications to recruitment call for staff.  

Corporate Centralised Support Services 

The centralisation of logistic support to meetings organisation progressed with the implementation of the pilot phase, which 
started on 3 September and will lead to a gradual full implementation as from January 2013. Enhanced services will be 
provided to the experts during the preparation of their travels and their participation in EFSA meetings. The target is to be 
fully operational in supporting all concerned EFSA Units by mid-2013. Corporate Services were fully involved in the logistic 
organisation of the EFSA 10th Anniversary events. A survey showed a satisfaction level of 90% for the logistic aspects of the 
events. 

Financial management  

As of 25 November, 2012: 

 EUR 70.16 million or 89.6% of the EUR 78.28 million budget was committed. This commitment level stands 8% below 
the target set for November. Under Title I, commitments and payments are fairly on target essentially driven by staff 
expenditure. Under Title II, the budget is at 93% committed, in line with target. Under Title III, the execution rate 
reached 87% mainly triggered by scientific meetings (EUR 8.7 million), scientific cooperation (EUR 8.2 million) and IT 
operational support (EUR 5.8 million).  

 EUR 56.68 million or 75.2% of the EUR 75.38 payment appropriations were paid, essentially corresponding to the staff 
and infrastructure expenditure and, under Title III, scientific meetings (EUR 6.8 million) and scientific cooperation (EUR 
4.7 million). This overall payment level stands however 7% below the target for the month.  

 

Title 

Initial 
Commitme

nt 
Appropriati

on 

Current 
Commitm

ent 
Appropria

tion 

∆ 
Amount 

Commit
ted 

%  
Payment 
Appropriat

ion 

Amount 
Paid 

%  

PERSONNEL 39.359.000 39,077,979 -0.7% 35,541,339 90.9% 39,077,979 34,299,590 87.8% 

INFRASTRUCTURE 10.222.000 10,503,021 2.7% 9,764,923 93.0% 10,503,021 6,725,722 64.0% 

OPERATIONS 28.698.000 28,698,000 0.0% 24,856,214 86.6% 25,805,090 15,655,455 60.7% 

Total: 78.279.000 78,279,000 0.0% 70,162,476 89.6% 75,386,090 56,680,767 75.2% 
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Year on Year 

Year on year, the commitments increased by EUR 5.38 million, or 8.31% increase. Payments also increased by EUR 5.05 
million or 9.78% compared to last year. On commitments and payments the increase is mainly due to progresses on the 
operational side and in particular the closer management of the scientific cooperation programme. The substantial decrease 
in commitments under Title II Infrastructure can be explained by the finalisation last year of the new EFSA building. 

Title 
Commitments  

Nov 2012 
Commitments  

Nov 2011 
Increase 

Payments  
Nov 
2012 

Payments   
Nov 2011 

Increase 

PERSONNEL 35,541,339 34,273,225 3.70% 34,299,590 32,714,205 4.85% 

INFRASTRUCTURE 9,764,923 11,638,387 -16.10% 6,725,722 6,552,390 2.65% 

OPERATIONS 24,856,214 18,869,906 31.72% 15,655,455 12,364,009 26.62% 

Total: 70,162,476 64,781,517 8.31% 56,680,767 51,630,604 9.78% 

 
Concerning the scientific cooperation programme, at the end of November EUR 8.20 million was committed. Thanks to the 
success reached with the calls launched this year, the programme had been reinforced with additional EUR 0.22 million. The 
scientific cooperation programme is therefore expected to utilise all resources available both in commitment and payment. It 
is worth underlying that the payment appropriations were increased from EUR 6.3 million to EUR 7.4 million following 
approval by the Commission of EFSA‟s request for increase posted in the framework of the EU global transfer budget 
procedure. 
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Human Resources 
 
 

Staff Categories 
End  

2011 
Target 2012 

Total  
Contracted  
and Offered 

Temporary Agents and Officials     

Managers & Officers (AD) 199 225 209 

Assistants functions (AST) 133 130 128 

Total 332 355 337 

Contract Agents       

Officers functions (CA FG IV) 40 60 56 
Assistants functions (CA FG I, II, 

III) 50 50 51 

Total 90 110 107 

Seconded National Experts  14 29 19 

Total all staff categories 436 494 463 

 
 

On 30 November 2012, 453 posts were occupied and 10 job offers sent to the selected candidates bringing the total to 463 
posts filled-in out of the planned 494 posts. The Recruitment execution rate for the Establishment Plan 2012 (Temporary 
Agents and Officials) is at 94.9%, while that for Contract Agents is at 97.3%. This gives an overall weighted average of 
95.5%. 
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Overview of evolution of use of positions available to EFSA. 
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Glossary 
 
ACHIPIA – National Chilean Food Safety Agency 
AMR – Antimicrobial resistance 
AF – EFSA‟s Advisory Forum 
AFCWG – Advisory Forum Communications Working Group 
AFSCO – EFSA Unit on Advisory Forum and Scientific Cooperation 
AHAW – EFSA Panel/Unit on Animal health and welfare  
ANS – EFSA Panel on Food additives and nutrient sources added to food  
BIOHAZ – Biological Hazard Panel/Unit of EFSA 
BIOMO – EFSA Unit on Biological monitoring 
BPA – bisphenol A 
BSC – Balanced scorecards  
BSE-TSE – Bovine and Transmissible Spongiform Encephalopathies 
BTSF – Better Training for Safer Food  
CEF – EFSA Panel on Food contact materials, enzymes, flavourings and processing aids 
COGEM – Netherlands Commission on Genetic Modification 
COMMS – EFSA Directorate of Communications 
CONTAM – EFSA Panel/Unit on Contaminants 
DCM – EFSA Unit on Dietary and chemical monitoring 
DG SANCO – Directorate General for Health and Consumers 
DOI – Declaration of Interest 
DPO – EFSA Data Protection Officer 
EC – European Commission 
ECA – European Court of Auditors 
ECDC – European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control 
ED – EFSA Executive Director 
EDPS – European Data Protection Supervisor 
EMA – European Medicines Agency 
EMRISK – Emerging Risk Unit of EFSA 
EP – European Parliament 
ERA – Environmental risk assessment  
ERWG – EFSA‟s External Review Working Group 
EU – European Union 
EXO – EFSA‟s Executive Office Unit 
FAQ – Frequently asked questions 
FDA – US Food and Drug Administration 
FEED – EFSA Unit on Feeds  
FEEDAP- EFSA Panel on Additives and products or substances used in animal feed 
FIP – EFSA Unit on Food ingredients and packaging 
FP – EFSA Focal Points 
FSA – UK Food Standard Agency 
FSCJ – Food Safety Commission of Japan 
GMM – Genetically Modified Micro-organism 
GMO – EFSA Panel/Unit on Genetically modified organism 
HUCAP – EFSA Unit on Human capital and knowledge management 
IEP – Information exchange platform 
KFDA – Korean Food and Drug Administration 
MAP – Multi-Annual Plan 
MEP – Member of the European Parliament 
MRL – Maximum residue levels 
MS – EU Member States 
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PCB – polychlorinated biphenyl 
PLH – EFSA Panel/Unit on Plant health 
PMEM – Post-market environmental monitoring 
PRAS – EFSA Unit on Pesticides 
PPR – EFSA Panel on Plant protection products and their residues 
QPS – Qualified Presumption of Safety   
RASA – EFSA Directorate of Risk assessment and scientific assistance 
RASFF – Rapid Alert System for Food and Feed  
REPRO – EFSA Directorate of Scientific evaluation of regulated products 
RESU – EFSA Directorate of Resources and Support 
SAS – EFSA Unit on Scientific assessment support 
SBV – “Schmallenberg” virus 
SC – EFSA Scientific Committee  
SCISTRAT – EFSA Directorate of Scientific strategy and coordination 
SCOM – EFSA Unit on the Scientific Committee 
SCP – Stakeholders Consultative Platform 
SME – Small and medium enterprises 
SOP – EFSA‟s Standard Operational Procedure 
STEC – Shiga toxin-producing Escherichia coli 
TTC – Threshold of toxicological concern 
VTEC – Verotoxin-producing E. coli 
WG – Working group 


