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Explanatory memorandum 
 

 
1. The proposed budget of 2004 is built on the request put forward by the 
Authority in the March 2003 meeting of the Management Board. The Board then 
endorsed the proposal and the Commission accepted the proposal as contribution to 
its 2004 preliminary draft budget. The budget in its present version incorporates 
and reflects the proposals made in the Management Plan 2004 document, which 
will be discussed during the December meeting. In particular it reflects the 
proposed developments in the Authority’s scientific and communications work. 
 
2. The attention of the Management Board is drawn to the following:  
 

I. The clear separation of administrative credits in title I and II and credits for 
activities in Title III. However there are personnel and infrastructure cost as 
a result of  increasing scientific and communications personnel and this 
appears under the administrative heading, 

II. The Budget in Title III reflects the tasks and activities given to the 
Authority in its founding regulation, 

III. The special provisions for enlargement are incorporated into the 
corresponding areas of the work programme, 

IV. Title III, the introduction of a new Article 309 in Chapter 30 on scientific 
expertise services.   

V. The budget for emerging risks Chapter 36 is incorporated into the specific 
budgets of the Scientific Committee and the Panels, which will conduct area 
specific works on emerging risks. It is to be noted that this orientation 
leaves the opportunity for the Advisory Forum and stakeholder fora to 
contribute equally to the identification, characterization and avoidance of 
emerging risks  

 
3. With regard to this budget document, as in previous years, no allocation is 
made for a decision on the seat, as the consequences for rent, travel, cost of living 
etc cannot be anticipated yet. 
 
4. The European Parliament’s Committee on Budgets introduced 2 last 
minutes horizontal amendments affecting the Authority, which were adopted by the 
EP in its first reading: 
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a) Amendment 670 asking for an evaluation of the preliminary Work 
Programme 2004 by the competent EP Committee (Com Environment), 
pending this evaluation 10 % of the operational credits are held in a reserve;  

 
After provisional adoption by the Board of the Authority’s Management Plan 
(which includes the Authority’s Work Programmes) to submit this to the 
Environment Committee for evaluation so as to seek the Committee’s positive 
conclusion and the release of the reserve.  
 

b) Amendment 585 introducing substantial changes to the Authority’s 
proposed establishment plan, by allowing it only to create new posts at the 
lowest level in each category.  

 
Justification for a balanced recruitment of both senior and junior personnel into the 
Authority during 2004 has been communicated to the European Parliament. 
 
5. This budget document is based on the Management Plan 2004 as submitted 
to the Management Board at its December 2003 meeting and assumes that the 
Authority implements the Plan as proposed. 
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DECISION CONCERNING THE AUTHORITIES BUDGET 2004 
 

The Management Board of the European Food Safety Authority, 
  

Having regard to Regulation N° 178/2002/EC1 (hereinafter referred to as ‘the 
Regulation’) of the European Parliament and the Council of 28th January 2002 
laying down the general principles of food law, establishing the European Food 
Safety Authority and laying down procedures in relation to food safety, as amended 
by Regulation (EC) No 1642/20032, and in particular Chapter III article 43 thereof, 
 
Having regard to the Authority’s Financial Regulation and in particular Article 14 
thereof, 
 
Has adopted the following decision: 
 
Article 1: Adoption 
 
The Budget 2004 as presented to the Management Board of the Authority on 3rd of 
December 2003 shall be the adopted budget.  
 
Article 2: Information 
 
The decision shall be made public without undue delay and the Budgetary 
Authority, European Commission and the European Court of Auditors shall be 
informed without delay. 

 
Article 3: Entry into force 
 
The Budget 2004 shall enter into force on the 18th December 2003  
 
Done at Brussels, 3rd December 2003 
 
 
 
 
Dr Stuart Slorach 
The Chair 
 

                                                 
1 Official Journal L 31, 1. 2. 2002, p1 
 
2 OJ L 245, 29.9.2003, p.4 


