
MB 16/09/2003 – 3 Adopted 

 European Food Safety Authority 
 
 

 
 

EFSA’s move to a new building.  
 
1. Background 
 
At the meeting of the Management Board in June the Executive Director undertook to 
provide further information on the proposed move by EFSA to a new building. The 
following summarises the current situation concerning EFSA’s move to temporary 
accommodation.   
 
2. Current Situation 
 
EFSA cannot remain within its present accommodation at Rue de Genève 1. The space 
currently occupied is too small now for the staff that have been recruited and those that 
are planned to be recruited before the end of 2003. In practice rue de Genève 1 does not 
offer proper working conditions for EFSA staff nor contribute to the Authority’s public 
image. 
 
Various solutions were explored by EFSA management to provide suitable 
accommodation for the expanded EFSA and in particular to find a solution once EFSA 
reaches the end of the arrangement for accommodation in Rue de Genève 1. Eventually 
the most financially attractive and appropriate solution was determined to be to move the 
Authority to one and a half floors on the 6 and 7 floor of the "Leopold Tower" at Rue de 
Genève 10 as soon as possible. The move date has been fixed for 26 September. 
 
 
3. Rue de Genève 10  
The reasons for the choice are as follows: 
 
*  possibility of renting surfaces related to the  growth of the EFSA: the rent and charges  
are therefore in direct relation to needed surfaces. 
* we have obtained a 6 month break clause for the first 3 years of the contract at no extra 
charges  
* the working spaces are of higher quality and "ready to use" for approximately 72 
people. Some minor alteration work required only.  
*  the rough hiring cost of the offices is 160 �/m2/ in the first year and 140 �/m2 
thereafter. The annual rent and the additional charges for surfaces (offices, reception area 
and 2 conference rooms), are estimated to be approx 600.000 euro. This compares 
favorably with other accommodation considered and the existing building at Rue de 
Genève 1 of  750.000 � which offers no expansion possibilities. 
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* furniture left by the  previous tenant  makes it possible to furnish partially and without 
charge, approximately 50 offices and thus reduces the overall costs for equipping the 
premises.  
* excellent connection to Brussels airport and EU facilities of interest to EFSA in the area 
 
   
4. The Board noted the following: 

* the chosen solution, for the reasons above, is Rue de Genève10,  
* the costs for the agreed solution are lower than remaining in the existing 

premises,  
*           the quality of the offices and the building are higher than in the proposed 

Commission solution, 
* the costs are within the estimate in the 2003 budget for accommodation 

agreed by the Board, 
* that subject to negotiation on price EFSA intends to rent additional 

surfaces in the G-10 as the need arises. 
 
The Board will continue to be kept updated on progress and/or any changes to the 
solution outlined above.  
 
5.     The Board agreed to the following: 
 

* Due to the anticipated recruitment and growing volume of meetings 
organised for the Panels and their working groups, the Executive Director 
will rent additional surfaces in the same building, when the need arises 
(probably end of 2003 or beginning 2004). 

* This will be surfaces dedicated for office use and meeting facilities. 
* The terms of the lease will be applicable for these additions as well.  
* Costs for conversion and equipment will in 2003 be limited to the existing 

budget framework 
 
 

 
Done at Brussels, on 16th September 2003 

 
 
 
 

Dr Stuart Slorach  
Chair 

 


