
AF 04.07.200. - 7  
Comments from the EFSA concerning the UK Acrylamide consultation paper 

 

     European Food Safety Authority 
 

Comments from the EFSA concerning the UK paper – Acrylamide Consultation 
Paper (AF 04.07.2003 – 8 and annexes) 

1. EFSA welcomes the paper from the UK which makes some excellent suggestions 
relating to furthering the work on acrylamide. The EFSA agrees with the principles 
expressed in the paper that further work in the area of acrylamide should be planned and 
that this would benefit from Europe wide co-ordination as the paper states to avoid 
unnecessary duplication and to ensure that the research is complementary. 

2. There is an overall need to develop a greater understanding of genotoxic and 
carcinogenic substances. The issues raised by the current focus of research into 
acrylamide, has in fact brought the wider problems associated with similar hazards into 
focus. The EFSA will be suggesting to the Scientific Committee that it may wish to 
address this more general matter.  

3. The EFSA proposes: 
• to host a meeting - an international conference/symposium - organised by the 

EFSA with assistance national authorities in 2004. The consensus of those 
involved in research activities in this area is that any ‘conference or 
symposium’ before this would not furnish much new reproducible data or 
other information as researchers are in fact currently busy working to 
establish key facts. 

• that the EFSA Scientific Panel on Contaminants in the Food Chain, in close 
collaboration with the Commission services will discuss the timing of a re-
appraisal of the research data collected taking into consideration scientific 
advice provided by other international scientific advisory bodies (eg 
JECFA’s, the re-assessment of the FAO/WHO's report of 2002). It is 
important to ensure that duplication of effort not only at European but also at 
international level is avoided.   

• that EFSA will co-ordinate research into exposure to acrylamide and risk 
assessment, in close collaboration with the members of the Advisory Forum 
and with colleagues from DG's SANCO,  JRC and DG Research. Input of 
data from key stakeholders would be welcome in this respect. 

4. The EFSA would welcome the support of the UK and other Members States in 
taking this initiative forward.  

5. Members of the Advisory Forum are invited to comment on the consultation 
paper from the UK(AF 04.07.2003 – 8 and annexes) paper.  


