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Paper From the UK 

 
ACRYLAMIDE CONSULTATION PAPER 

 

 

Presented to the EFSA Advisory Forum meeting of July 4 
2003 to request the EFSA’s co-ordination of European 
acrylamide activity 
 

 
Summary 
 

At the Advisory Forum’s meeting of 14 May, the Dutch Food and Non-food 

Authority (VWA) presented a White Paper on acrylamide, which summarised 

the discussions at an acrylamide workshop held in Brussels on 28 March to 

discuss ongoing research activities in the EU. The White Paper detailed the 

recommendations of the workshop and identified areas where further 

research was required and the need for European co-ordination of these 

activities. This paper, which has been developed in consultation with 

stakeholders across Europe, is an extension of the initial White Paper and 

proposes that the European Food Safety Authority (EFSA) take on the role of 

co-ordinating future acrylamide activity on a European level, initially in the 

area of research. It also offers the assistance of the UK’s Food Standards 

Agency (FSA), together with VWA and the Confédération des Industries Agro-

Alimentaires (CIAA) in fulfilling these functions until the EFSA has the 

resources to do so. 

 

Background 
 

On 24 April 2002 Stockholm University and the Swedish National Food 

Authority announced the results of research which showed that unexpectedly 



AF 04.07.2003 – 8 
Paper from UK on Acrylamide 

 2

high levels of acrylamide were generated in a wide range of starchy foods 

cooked at high temperatures. Further research has confirmed these findings. 

Acrylamide has not been found in any raw or boiled foods tested. 

 

At its meeting in 1999 the European Commission’s Scientific Committee on 

Food (SCF) concluded that acrylamide is a genotoxic carcinogen. In July 

2002 the SCF reconsidered acrylamide in light of the Swedish findings, and 

concluded that this evaluation was still valid and recommended that levels in 

food should be as low as reasonably achievable. 

 

In June 2002 the World Health Organisation/UN Food and Agriculture 

Organisation (WHO/FAO) held a joint consultation on acrylamide to assess 

the full extent of the public health risk from acrylamide in food. Both this 

consultation and the SCF recommended an urgent need for further research 

to be conducted on acrylamide in food, to cover topics such as its formation, 

toxicity and possible means of reduction. Further background information on 

acrylamide in food, including details of the SCF and WHO/FAO 

recommendations are given in Annex 1. 

 

Co-ordination of acrylamide research 
 

Following the initial publication of the Swedish results over 100 research 

projects have been initiated worldwide to investigate acrylamide in foods 

further. The overall aims of this research are two-fold, to reduce levels of 

acrylamide in food and to better assess the effect acrylamide has on human 

health. Much of this research is being conducted in Europe. Current co-

ordination of this research is passive and is limited to databases listing details 

of projects being conducted, such as those compiled by the European 

Commission and the Joint Institute for Food Safety and Applied Nutrition 

(JIFSAN), on behalf of the WHO/FAO. As information is supplied voluntarily 

these databases are unlikely to be comprehensive.  

 

Active co-ordination of this research is vital to avoid unproductive duplication 

of effort and to ensure any priority gaps in the current information are 
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investigated promptly.  Annex 2 gives details of just some of the current 

information on the formation of acrylamide in food, on-going research projects 

and areas where further research is required this helps illustrate the scale of 

the co-ordination task. 

 

On 28 March 2002 the VWA and the FSA in association with the CIAA held a 

workshop in Brussels to discuss the current situation regarding acrylamide 

research. This workshop mapped current work and available information and 

from this, identified gaps in knowledge and research needs. It recommended 

practical options for action including establishment of mechanisms for 

research to be co-ordinated and communicated at a European level.  

 

The VWA presented a White Paper to the EFSA Advisory Forum on 14 May 

detailing the outcome and recommendations of the workshop, and this was 

discussed in relation to the role of the EFSA in future food safety issues. It 

was agreed that EFSA should play a co-ordinating role in research arising 

from any future food crisis. The recommendations made on page 7 of the 

White Paper were not discussed in detail. The Advisory Forum is now invited 

to consider these and the EFSA’s role in co-ordinating activities on 

acrylamide, in particular the research effort. Further information on the 

acrylamide workshop and the recommendations made to the EFSA Advisory 

Forum on 14 May are given in the White Paper (Annex 3). 

 

The EFSA’s role in co-ordination 
 
Following discussion between Members States, industry and consumer 

groups the need for active co-ordination of activity on acrylamide, including 

research, at the European level was identified. The White Paper presented to 

the EFSA Advisory Forum on 14 May 2003 recommended the following 

actions as the basis for co-ordinated action. 

 

1. Formulate a research plan to fill the gaps in current knowledge and co-

ordinate the implementation of individual projects. 
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2. Promote the harmonisation of methodology both for measuring acrylamide 

precisely, and for rapid screening. 

3. Identify any groups of consumers most at risk. 

4. Devise and execute a communications strategy to create awareness of 

acrylamide formation in domestic and catering (food service) settings. 

5. Further development of databases for research and analytical results on 

acrylamide conducted within the EU and beyond, in co-operation with 

JIFSAN and building upon the JRC initiative.  

6. Create a mechanism for information exchange and discussion, possibly 

connected to the aforementioned database. 

 

Action has already begun, which goes towards meeting recommendation 2 

and 4. With regard to recommendation 2, the role that JRC has taken to 

harmonise methodology is acknowledged and action in this area has started 

with a meeting on 28-29 April at which the EFSA was represented.  

 

The EFSA were identified by the 28 March workshop as an appropriate body 

best to take a lead role in the co-ordination of research on acrylamide at a 

European level. This paper, therefore, requests that the EFSA agreement to 

take the lead role in the implementation of recommendations 1 and 6. It is 

envisaged that this would involve a forum/task force for technical level 

discussion. Such a task force will be able to focus on the finer details of 

current and planned research and will facilitate the sharing of research 

outcomes, experiences and ideas at a technical level, as well as highlighting 

areas where further research is needed and how this will be taken forward. 

The CIAA already has a group of researchers and technical experts who 

would be able to integrate into this process. The matrix included at Annex 2 

was initiated at the workshop on 28 March and has since been developed 

further in consultation with stakeholders. It identifies the current gaps in the 

knowledge base and provides a framework for the co-ordination process set 

out in recommendation 1. 

 

It is proposed that the forum/task force would be split into groups of experts 

who would discuss and exchange technical information relating to a specific 
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commodity or stage in the food chain such as those included in the matrix in 

Annex 2. For example the group co-ordinating activity into the formation of 

acrylamide during food processing would involve researchers/experts from 

universities, research institutions, Government agencies and the private 

sector who specialise in this area of research. Each group would liaise with 

the other expert groups to allow shared experience across the forum. The 

EFSA as co-ordinators would be responsible for chairing and providing 

secretariat support for the forum/task force.  

 

Conclusion 
 

Members are invited to agree that the EFSA should undertake the lead role in 

the co-ordination of research activity on acrylamide across Europe by: 

 

• Establishing and maintaining a forum/task force structure for technical 

level discussions between researchers/experts from universities, research 

institutions, government agencies and the private sector. 

 

It is acknowledged that it will be necessary for Member States, research 

organisations and industry to also take an active role in this activity by co-

operating with the EFSA in areas including the submission of relevant 

information and by attending workshops/meetings. 

 

Due to the embryonic nature of the EFSA it is appreciated that currently there 

may not be the resources available to undertake the requested co-ordination 

role. As a result the FSA, VWA and CIAA are willing to work with the EFSA to 

provide support for this role until those resources become available.  

 

In order to move forward on this it is proposed that the EFSA, FSA, CIAA and 

VWA organise the first meeting of the forum/task force to take the form of a 

workshop specifically for those involved in the research activities set out in the 

table in Annex 2. Extensive consultation of stakeholders has indicated support 

for this approach and a willingness to participate and share information. It is 

therefore envisaged that the workshop would take place in early autumn 2003 
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in Brussels. The primary aims of this workshop would be to review current 

research and information in order to avoid unproductive duplication of effort 

and ensure gaps are being recognised and addressed. 

 

It is envisaged that the outcomes of the above workshop and future 

forum/task force activities would be reported back to the EFSA Scientific 

Committee via the Panel for Contaminants in the Food Chain. Members of the 

Panel have previously attended and participated in meetings on acrylamide. 

 

Chemical Contaminants and Animal Feed Division 

UK Food Standards Agency 

25 June 2003 

 

For further information please contact 

Dr Wendy Matthews 

+44 (0) 20 7276 8707 

wendy.matthews@foodstandards.gsi.gov.uk 

 


