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     European Food Safety Authority 
 

Discussion paper on developments in the Advisory Forum 

This paper seeks to clarify a number of matters that have arisen as a result of the 
Advisory Forum’s early work and to assess how to develop its role as foreseen in the 
founding Regulation. 

1. Introduction 
1.1 The EFSA covers the whole of the food chain in an integrated manner providing 
farm to fork risk assessment and communication capabilities for all associated areas in 
one structure  

1.2 The creation of the European Food Safety Authority reflected to a great extent the 
path taken in some Member States to re-establish consumer confidence in the food 
supply by providing a strong independent body with food safety at its core.  

1.3 The Advisory Forum provides at the European level, the focal point for those 
bodies in the Member States with responsibilities for food safety, enabling close co-
ordination and collaboration on scientific, technical and risk communication matters.  

1.4 This Forum was foreseen in the Regulation as key in harnessing the support and 
collaboration of the MS’s in the scientific work of the EFSA and in providing an arena 
for the sharing of information both from the EFSA to the Member States and from the 
Member States to the EFSA.  

1.5 In this respect the Forum has the potential to contribute greatly to a better 
understanding of emerging matters and in promoting a coherent approach to the 
understanding of the complex scientific matters underpinning many food safety issues.  

1.4 Advisory Forum members come from organisations which cover risk assessment, 
communications and management, but, notwithstanding the additional competencies of 
some members, it should be noted that this in no way widens the competence of the 
Forum into risk management matters 
 

2.  Progress so far on developing the roles and responsibilities of the Advisory 
Forum foreseen in the Regulation 

2.1. The wide remit of the Advisory Forum is established primarily in Article 27(3) 
which provides for it to advise the Executive Director (who chairs it) in the performance 
of his duties.  

2.2 In Annex 1 there is a breakdown of the Roles and Responsibilities of the 
Advisory Forum as expressed in the Regulation either explicitly or implicitly. The nature 
of the work of the Forum evolves from the Regulatory provisions with priorities for its 
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work emerging in the context of the growing capabilities of the EFSA to support this 
with advice on priorities being sought from members of the Forum.   
 
2.3 At its first meetings, the Advisory Forum has identified mechanisms for its work. 
The format of meetings including standing items on exchanges of information on matters 
of concern that may be emerging in a Member State or at Community level have been 
established.  
 
2.4  The meetings of the Forum itself provide mechanisms for the exchange of 
information and further networking of the national agencies could provide mechanisms 
for exchanges of information outside meetings.  
 
2.5 Although there has been some discussion on the principles of communication in 
the case of a crisis, thought has still to be given to the desirability and possibility of 
greater co-ordination on risk communication activities on routine matters. 
 
 
3.0 Collaboration and Co-ordination on Research priorities 
Initial soundings have already been made with DG RESEARCH of the Commission 
concerning the co-ordination and collaboration on research matters in areas covered by 
the EFSA. Members of the Forum have been asked to bring to the attention of the 
Executive Director any matters that they are currently addressing at national level or 
those that they consider to be priorities for European level research  
 
Questions on progress and future work 
 
Members of the Forum are asked to advise on any improvements they envisage in the 
short and longer term to increase the effectiveness of the meetings of the Forum. 
 
Members of the Forum are asked to consider the desirability and possibility of 
developing co-ordination on certain key risk communication activities including both 
routine and emergency communication activities. (This also relates to certain aspects 
to be considered under agenda point 7)  
 
Within the Regulatory constraints and descriptions of issues already identified by the 
Advisory Forum, the Forum will wish to consider refinement of this role. This paper is 
designed as a springboard to this discussion.  
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Annex 1 
 

The following references to the Advisory Forum are explicit in the regulation: 

Article 24 
The Advisory Forum forms part of the EFSA 
 

Article 27 
Establishes the Advisory Forum, with a representative from the competent bodies in the 
Member states undertaking similar tasks; 

To advise the Executive director; 

To ensure close collaboration between the EFSA and the competent bodies in the MSs; 

Mechanism for exchange of information on potential risks and pooling of knowledge 

Avoid duplication of Authority’s studies with member States 

Diverging scientific opinions between EFSA and MS 

Promoting European Networks 

Emerging risk identification 

Chaired by the Executive Director; 

Operational procedures to be specified in the EFSA internal rules (adopted by the 
Management Board); 

EFSA to provide technical and logistical support to the Advisory Forum; Commission 
officials may take part in the Advisory Forum meetings. 

Article 30(4) 
Where there are conflicting scientific opinions, a Member State’s national body and the 
EFSA shall be obliged to try and resolve the conflict or present a joint document 
clarifying the contentious issues in consultation with the Advisory Forum. 

Article 37(1) and (3) 
The members of the advisory forum shall be required to act independently and in the 
public interest and make a declaration of commitment and of interests. 
 
 

What should the Advisory Forum be responsible for and what are the main areas of 
activity? 
The Advisory Forum should provide the main tool for the EFSA to develop close 
collaboration between the competent bodies in the Member States and the Authority.  

It will take an active role in: 

• advising on the development of the priorities for the work programme of the 
scientific work of the EFSA,(article 29) 

• facilitating the resolution of conflicting scientific opinions where a Member State is 
involved,(article30) 
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• advising on the development of priorities on the technical and guidelines work of the 
EFSA and take an active co-operation role in this work;(article 31) 

• advising on the need for scientific studies particular to avoid duplication with 
existing studies in MSs or Ciommunity Research Programmes(article 32) 

• facilitating the collection of comparable data (article 33) 

• facilitating and advise on emerging risks (article 34) 

• providing the drive for the networking of European bodies operating in the field of 
the EFSA, facilitate the exchange of information, resolve practical difficulties, aid the 
drawing up of the list of competent bodies and organisations (article 36(2) and (3)).  

• advising on the matters on which co-ordination of the communication strategies in 
the competent bodies in the Member States may be beneficial(article 40); 

• advising on the impact of the EFSA in the Member States, and its effectiveness in 
relation to its overall mission of improving consumer confidence in the European 
food safety system for the review in Article 61;  

• providing a means for MS to inform each other and the EFSA of national scientific 
risk assessments and related activities which may have an impact on other MSs or the 
community. 


