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Agenda item 5 – Division of responsibilities 

     European Food Safety Authority 
 

Division of responsibilities between the Advisory Forum and other Organs of the 
EFSA and ensuring coherence between these. 
 
1 Questions have been raised about the possible overlap of responsibilities between 
the Advisory Forum and other organs of the Authority which is an understandable issue 
in a growing organisation. In particular questions have been raised concerning the role of 
the Management Board and the Scientific Committee in relation to the Advisory Forum. 
However, the Regulation does give clear indications of the different roles.  
 
Management Board  
2  The Regulation makes a clear separation between the role of the Management 
Board and that of the Advisory Forum.  
 
3 The Regulation specifically prohibits members of the Management Board from 
being members of the Advisory Forum. This is to ensure an appropriate balance and 
separation between these two organs of the Authority which have different functions.  
 
4 In essence the Management Board ensures that the Authority carries out its 
mission and performs its tasks as assigned to it in the Regulation. It is responsible for 
adopting work programmes, internal procedures and rules, for ensuring that appropriate 
budget is available to support work programmes, and to oversee the proper management 
of the organisation by the Executive Director. The Regulation does not foresee the Board 
having involvement in the day to day running of the Authority nor the implementation of 
the scientific programme itself which fall under the competence of the Executive 
Director.  
 
5 On the other hand the Advisory Forum, in advising the Executive Director, takes 
a deeper involvement in the scientific matters to be addressed by the EFSA and in the 
provision of technical support, for example, in helping with priority setting for scientific 
opinions, the provision of information and data and in establishing a web of information 
exchanges.  
 
6 Through the Advisory Forum the Member States can identify issue to be the 
subject of detailed scientific work. In addition the nature of collaboration on risk 
assessment and risk communication can be developed for the areas covered by the 
EFSA’s remit. The Advisory Forum is therefore the Member States’ link with the 
Executive Director. Although the members of the Management Board may be from a 
broad geographical area of Europe, members do not represent Member States, as 
members are appointed on individual merit. 
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Scientific Committee 
7 The Regulation provides for the Scientific Committee to consider matter relating 
to the detail of scientific opinions and the consistency of the scientific opinion process. It 
also has responsibilities for the harmonisation of methods applied by itself, its working 
groups and the scientific panels. It will also address questions raised in relation to 
specific scientific issues with a multi-sectoral coverage. It does not therefore enter into 
the areas of competence addressed by the Advisory Forum.  
 
In Conclusion 
8 Even if there should be no overlap between the different components there is 
clearly a need to link their work together. The Executive Director and staff on the one 
hand provide the link between all the different components and on the other, will be 
responsible for managing the separation of functions.  
 
Question on division of  responsibilities and feedback 
Members of the Advisory Forum are asked to advise the Executive Director on the 
feedback mechanisms between it and the other organs of the EFSA in particular 
concerning the work of the Scientific Panels and Committee and the Management 
Board. 
 
 


