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Participants 

• Network Representatives of Member States (including EFTA 
Countries): 

Country  Name 

Austria  Friedrich Schmoll 

Belgium  Joel Loir 

Bulgaria  Madlen Vasileva 

Croatia Tomislav Mikus 

Cyprus ---- 

Czech Republic  Miroslava Lutzova 

Denmark  Else Enemark 

Estonia  David Richard Arney 

Finland  Taina Mikkonen 

France  Francois Massaer 

Germany  Michael Marahrens 

Greece  Katerina Marinou 

Hungary  ---- 

Ireland  Niall O'Nuallain 

Italy  Leonardo James Vinco 

Latvia  Rudite Varna 

Lithuania  ---- 

Luxembourg  Carlo Georges 

Malta  ---- 

Netherlands  Nanda Ursinus 

Poland  Przemyslaw Cwynar 

Portugal  Maria Correia 

Romania  ---- 

Slovakia  Zuzana Hurníková 

Slovenia  ---- 

Spain  Teresa Villalba 

Sweden Karin Olsson 

United Kingdom  Rebeca Garcia 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Croatia
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• European Commission: 

Stanislav Ralchev (via videoconference on 1st July 2019) 

• EFSA:  

ALPHA Unit: Denise Candiani (Chair), Chiara Fabris, Yves Van der Stede, Marie 
Louise Schneider 

• Members of AHAW Panel:  

Virginie Michel (AHAW Panel) 

• Observer:  

Hans Spoolder 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Cyprus, Hungary, Liechtenstein, Lithuania, Malta, 

Romania, Slovenia and Switzerland. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Agreement of the minutes of the 15th meeting of the AHAW 

Network held on 26 27 June 2018, Parma 

The minutes were agreed by written procedure on 8 July 2018 and published on 

the EFSA website. 

4. Topics for discussion 

4.1. EFSA presentation of the recent work on Animal Welfare 

A presentation was given about the most recent work carried over by EFSA in the 
field of Animal Welfare.  

EFSA presented the ongoing work in the field of animal welfare and precisely: 

1) Mandate on welfare of rabbits received from the European Parliament:  

Welfare of farmed rabbits was recently raised and discussed in an EU Parliament 
meeting and a “Motion for a European parliament resolution on minimum 
standards for the protection of farm rabbits” 
(http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2017-

0011&format=XML&language=EN) was developed by the Committee on Agriculture 

and Rural Development in January 2017.  In 2005 and 2006, EFSA has published 
scientific opinions on different aspects of health and welfare of rabbits kept for 
meat production in Europe. The EU Parliament considered it opportune to request 

EFSA to update its scientific opinions. Two scientific opinions will be developed: 
one on health and welfare of rabbit farmed in different production systems, 

including organic production systems. This will include all aspects related to 
housing, rearing and nutrition and the effects thereof on rabbit health, welfare 

Iceland Thora Johanna Jónasdóttir 

Liechtenstein ---- 

Norway Dean Basic 

Switzerland ---- 

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2017-0011&format=XML&language=EN
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/sides/getDoc.do?type=REPORT&reference=A8-2017-0011&format=XML&language=EN
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and behaviour. Interactions between the different areas will also be addressed. 
MSs requested some additional information and precisely whether the opinion 

covers fur animals – EFSA clarified it is focused on food producing animals only. 
EFSA presented preliminary results from 2 activities: i) survey addressed to 

farmers, researchers, official vets, industry consultants about prevalence and 
duration of 19 welfare consequences for rabbits (3 categories: does, growing 
rabbits, kits) in 6 housing systems and ii) Expert Knowledge Elicitation workshop 

about severity of welfare consequences for the same animal categories 
(irrespective of the housing system). 

 
The second opinion will focus on stunning and killing methods for rabbits. This will 
include the indication of the most suitable method for stunning and killing of 

rabbits, including indicators to assess unconsciousness and death of the animals. 
The deadline for both opinions is December 2019. 

 
2)  Mandates on slaughter and killing received from the European Commission:  
 

The OIE has decided to revise its Terrestrial Animal Health Code and in particular 
the two chapters on Slaughter of animals (Chapter 7.5) and Killing of animals for 

disease control purposes (Chapter 7.6). 
The Commission would like to request EFSA to review the scientific publications 

provided in its previous opinions of 2004 and 2006 to provide a sound scientific 
basis for the future discussions at international level on the welfare of animals in 
the context of: 

- slaughter i.e. killing animals for human consumption (mandate 1) 
- other types of killing i.e. killing for other purposes than slaughter (mandate 2). 

These are the Terms of Reference of the two mandates: 
 
Mandate 1: Scientific opinion on the slaughter of animals (killing for human 

consumption).  
 

This will cover two categories of animals: i) free moving animals (cattle, buffalo, 
bison, sheep, goats, camelids, deer, horses, pigs, ratites) and ii) animals in crates 
or containers (i.e. rabbits and domestic birds). It will cover the following processes 

and issues: arrival of the animals, unloading, lairage, handling and moving of the 
animals (free moving animals only), restraint, stunning, bleeding, slaughter of 

pregnant animals (free moving animals only), emergency killing (reasons and 
conditions under which animals have to be killed outside the normal slaughter 
line), unacceptable methods, procedures or practices on welfare grounds. 

For each process or issue in each category, EFSA will: 
− Identify the animal welfare hazards and their possible origins 

(facilities/equipment, staff), 
− Define qualitative or measurable criteria to assess performance on animal 
welfare (animal based measures), 

− Provide preventive and corrective measures to address the identified hazards 
(through structural or managerial measures), 

− Point out specific hazards related to species or types of animals (young, with 
horns, etc.)  
 

Mandate 2: Scientific opinion on killing of animals for other purposes than 
slaughter. This will cover the cases of large scale killings which take place in case 

of depopulation for disease control purposes and for other similar situations 
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(environmental contamination, disaster management, etc.) outside 
slaughterhouses and the killing of unproductive animals that might be practiced 

on-farm (day-old chicks, piglets, pullets, etc.). It will cover the following processes 
and issues: handling, restraint, stunning, killing, unacceptable methods, 

procedures or practices on welfare grounds. 
 
Considering the number of animal species to be covered by these two mandates, 

the AHAW Panel will divide the work into four species-specific scientific outputs 
per each mandate, leading to a total of eight outputs to be delivered at different 

timings starting from September 2019 and ending in December 2020.  
 
The scientific opinions on domestic birds are currently under development and 

some preliminary results were presented by Virginie Michel as Panel Member and 
vice-Chair of the Working Group. The remaining opinions will be initiated one after 

the other so to develop the opinions partially in parallel. 
 

4.2. Presentation of EU Commission activities on animal welfare 

The EC representative presented (via video) the ongoing activities on AW:  

- summary of outcomes from the evaluation of the EU AW strategy: aim was to 

assess the extent to which the EU Strategy delivered against its intended 
objectives and are they relevant and coherent today.  

- EU AW Platform: the aim is to support EC in several areas, 2 plenary meetings 
are organised per year, 5 meetings held till now. An IT digital tool was developed 
for members to share knowledge. Two subgroups created working on transport 

and welfare of pigs. In addition, 5 initiatives handled by the members of platform 
covering topics: care of Equidae, care of pets, welfare of fish, welfare of pullets, 

pig castration. The 6th meeting of the Platform will be held on next 7th October, 
together with the 4th meeting of the subgroup on transport and the 3rd meeting 
of the subgroup on pig welfare.  

- EURCAW: new reference centre given to a consortium of 3 bodies - Wageningen 
research centre, Aarhus university and FLI. The aim is scientific and technical 

support to MS on official controls on pig welfare. After the first, there is a 
commitment to establish a second one on poultry welfare, the selection of 
proposals is ongoing and results will soon be released.  

- Coordinated control plan on online sales of dogs and cats. An exercise was held 
where EC asked MS to screen websites for sales where suspicious elements 

emerged, after which MS where asked to visit the shops. After inspection, they 
allow 1 month for notification. In total, 315 advertisements were notified, about 
90% were about dogs (e.g. animals too young, not vaccinated, illegal transport 

etc).  

- Commission project about indicators for AW: this is a two year project of DG 

SANTE Directorate F with the aim to understand what approach and objectives MS 
have for AW, in particular: I) strategic approach, with objectives for animal 
welfare?, ii) "quality management system" for controls?, iii) reports based on 

reliable data?, iv) picture of animal welfare on farm, based on "indicators"?  
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- EC mandates to EFSA in support to OIE revision of chapter 7.5. and 7.6. with 
priority on poultry deadline Sept 2020 (see EFSA presentation under 4.1. of this 

document). 

 

4.3. MS presentation 

Three MS presented topics for discussion: 

- Project from NL on AW RA in food supply chain: this is a project from the 

Office for Risk Assessment and Research (BuRO; independent part of the 
Netherlands Food and Product Safety Authority (NVWA)). The current RA 
focusses on fish, crustaceans and shellfish, which is one of the 12 food 

supply chains addressed. The outcome is a risk assessment (RA) and advice 
on the risks in the food supply chain that are related to food safety, 

consumer product safety, animal health, animal welfare, plant health, and 
nature. The goals are to identify the risks in the various links of the chains, 
to rank these risks, and to use this knowledge to support risk-oriented 

enforcement and thereby directing NVWA capacities, and providing possible 
options for risk reduction. Questions addressed specifically for the AW part 

were: what are the main risks for welfare of fish, crustaceans and shellfish 
in aquaculture and fishery? Where are the major risks located? What are 
possibilities to reduce risks for welfare of animals in aquaculture and during 

fishery practices? 
- The methodology employed included all steps of a RA in AW (identify 

hazards for AW; determine the effect based on severity, prevalence and 
duration; determine exposure to the hazards; characterise the risks). 
Methods were: literature review and expert knowledge elicitation and 

Welfare Quality. First challenges were to address the scientific basis to be 
able to conclude that fish, crustaceans and shellfish are (or are not) 

conscious animals that can experience pain, and the necessity to use 
indicator(/example) species/systems as it is not possible to consider all 
consumed species separately . The next step is to finalise and publish the 

RA this year with the additional aim of embedding it in an Integrated Chain 
Analysis which also includes a fraud and enforcement assessment of the 

NVWA. 
 

- Questions from UK about Low Atmosphere Pressure Stunning (LAPS): UK 

presented questions about the use of LAPS after inclusion in Regulation 
1099, however no MS had experience on this yet. In particular, questions 

were:  

a. Use of dry versus wet chickens – this was not included in the EU law text, 
only the animal type and weight    

b. The summary conclusions in page 49 of the EFSA report refer to average 
body weight of 2.9 Kg but the final EFSA recommendation include a weight 
up to 4 Kg. EFSA clarified this was a suggested range. 

c. Rate of decompression, duration of each phase and total exposure time are 
listed as key technical specifications – paragraph 10.4 allows for 

adjustments, has any MS experience on modifying the time curve? 
d. EFSA recommends that emergency procedures are included in 

manufacturer’s instructions – this was not included in the legal wording 
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(page 51 of EFSA report + summary) – has any MS experience on 
emergency procedures and protocols? 

e. EFSA recommended a dedicated study to enable a proper assessment – has 
this progressed, any updates?  

f. There are evidence gaps which, if proven right, could mean this method is 
of lower welfare standard than currently allowed methods (i.e. if birds 
experience pain, possibly linked to colic like pain due to gas expansion in 

the gut).  MS clarified no research was held on this point.  
g. An additional point that has not yet been discussed but is relevant to EFSA 

is whether there are any hygiene measures that may apply to broilers 
processed under this method given that intestinal contents are evacuated 
during the procedure, particularly given EU policies on campylobacter and 

salmonella reduction in poultry. On this point a discussion was held that this 
issue exists also with currently used methods for poultry stunning.  

h. Currently Annex III of Regulation 1099/2009 sets down some requirements 
for gas stunning equipment for pigs and poultry in paragraph 6.  Not all of 
the provisions of paragraph 6 would appear to be relevant to LAPS, for 

example, new condition 7.2 in Annex II in the Commission proposal appears 
to replace paragraph 6.2 concerning gas stunners.  However, we think that 

the existing paragraph 6.3 of Annex III in Regulation 1099/2009 should 
apply to LAPS and so it would be useful to get the Commission’s view and 

confirmation on which of the existing provisions will apply.  (Paragraph 6.3 
requires that animals are able to lie down without being stacked on each 
other).  

- Question from FR about killing of bison and deers: the FR representative 

asked other MS experiences on killing of bison and deers, in particular what 
methods and what equipment is used. The DE representative responded 

they have developed a special heavy captive bolt for heavy animals. The SE 
representative responded they have several methods and equipment for 
reindeers. 

 

4.4. Presentation of the European Animal Welfare Reference Centre 

The observer Hans Spoolder presented an update on the European Animal Welfare 
Reference Centre that was set via EU Reg 625/2017 on official controls. The main 
scopes of the centre are five: i) to provide scientific and technical expertise, ii) 

develop animal welfare indicators, iii) develop methods of assessment and 
improvement, iv) support scientific and technical studies, v) promote training in 

Member States and non-EU Countries and v) ultimately disseminate research 
findings and technical innovations.  

The first centre is dedicated to the welfare of pigs, being this a priority for the 

enforcement of EU Directive 120/2008. The centre was assigned to a network 
composed by Wageningen University (NL), Aarhus University (DK) and FLI (DE).  

Dissemination of results is achieved through a website: EURCAW-PIGS.EU  

Training is organised at level of National MS i.e. support to national initiatives. 

One was organised for Central/Western region, others will soon be organised in 
Eastern, Mediterranean and finally Scandinavian countries.  

https://www.eurcaw.eu/en/eurcaw-pigs.htm


7 

 

Dossiers are being developed, the first one on tail biting, the second on climate 
control and the third on welfare of pigs during transport. Others will follow on 

farrowing sows. 

Questions to EURCAW (Q2E): is the space where MS can ask questions on the 

website and answers will mostly be provided within 2 weeks. Questions should be 
sent through info.pigs@eurcaw.eu. 

MSs asked several questions: 

- Availability of material: all reports and answers to questions are publicly 
available but anonymous.  

- Interpretation of legislation: will be not done at the legal level, but at the 
scientific and technical.  

- Training: the idea is to cascade down what is done at EU level into the 

various national situations.  

- Notification of questions and answers? No 

- Training materials: is it translated? At the moment everything in English. 
EURCAW is liaising with national reference centres to assess the possibility 
of collaboration in this respect.  

 

4.5. Exercise on “Hazard identification and ranking for pigs during 

slaughter and on-farm killing” 

The second part of the meeting was dedicated to the exercise on “Hazard 

identification and ranking for pigs during slaughter and during on-farm killing”. An 
event report was produced including the outcomes from the exercise and is 
published on EFSA’s website. The report includes information on what hazards 

should be addressed first during the phases of the slaughter process and on-farm 
killing to ensure proper animal welfare. 

 
 

5. Date for next meeting  

Next meeting will be held in spring 2020 (date to be fixed). 
 

 
  

mailto:info.pigs@eurcaw.eu

