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SUMMARY OF DECISIONS 

The Board adopted: 

• The Opinion on EFSA’s accounts for the financial year 2018.  

• The revised Framework Financial Regulation, which will replace the current EFSA Financial 
Regulation and its Implementing rules as from the 1st of July this year. 

• A decision concerning the restriction of certain rights in relation to processing of personal 
data. It will become applicable following its publication on the Official Journal of the European 
Union. 

• An amendment to the EFSA budget 2019, as well as the revised structure of EFSA’s budget 

as of 2020. 

• The amendment (four new entries) to the Art. 36 list of competent organisations designated 
by Member States which may assist EFSA within its mission.  

In addition, the Board noted: 

• The report on EFSA’s Strategic Environmental Analysis. 

• The presentation on the preparatory work to implement the revised General Food Law.  

• EFSA’s Performance Report, which provided information on the implementation of the Single 
Programming Document 2019-2021 reporting on the activities and the outcome achieved 
until April 2019. 

• The update from the Scientific Committee. 

• EFSA’s social science roadmap. 

• The feedback from the Chair of the Audit Committee. 
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Item 1: Welcome by the Chair 

1. The Chair opened the 81st Management Board meeting by welcoming the Board members, 
Executive Director and the EFSA staff members. 

Item 2: Adoption of the agenda 

2. The Chair asked the Board if they wished to add any items to the agenda. The agenda was 
adopted with the addition of the following items under Any Other Business: (a) Update from 
the European Commission on the procedural steps for the next partial renewal of the EFSA 
Management Board; (b) Feedback from Raymond O’Rourke (Vice-Chair) on the meeting of 
the EFSA Stakeholder Bureau. The audio-file on this agenda item is available online at the 
following link. 

Item 3: Board members’ Annual and Oral Declaration of Interests 

3. Pursuant to Article 13 of the Management Board Rules of Procedure adopted on 27 June 
2013, the Board took note of the Executive Director’s assessment of the Declarations of 
Interests submitted by two of its members and confirmed it.  

4. The Chair invited the Board members to declare possible interests in addition to those 
already declared in their Annual Declaration of Interests. No additional interest was declared. 
The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at 

the following link. 

Item 4: EFSA Performance Report 

5. Bernhard Url (Executive Director) introduced to the Board the performance report covering 
the period from the 1st of January to the 30th of April, 2019. The document included 
information in all aspects of the EFSA performance measured during the reporting period 

against the annual and multiannual work programmes as presented in the Single 
Programming Document 2019-2021. Selomey Yamadjako (Business Services Department) 
brought to the Board’s attention data on the management and consumption of resources, 
highlighting that EFSA remains committed to achieve the annual targets. A PowerPoint 
presentation is available online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation 
and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following link. 

Item 5: Update from the Scientific Committee 

6. The Board noted the update from the Scientific Committee, provided by its Chair, Prof. 
Simon More, who presented the Scientific Committee’s activities performed since the last 
Board meeting. In particular, he presented the work in the areas of threshold of toxicological 
concern, chemical mixtures and bee health. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for 
a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item 
is available online at this link. 

Item 6: EFSA Strategy 2027 – preparatory work 

7. EFSA has taken stock of the developments and trends in its external environment that may 
inform its new Strategy 2021-2027. The Management Board reviewed the outcome of the 
environmental scanning exercise with a focus on the critical external challenges and 
opportunities that the Authority will face in the years to come. The discussion framed the 
next step of the process and the drafting of Strategic Directions, which will be presented to 
the Board in December 2019. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed 
description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available 
online at this link. 

https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-2-adoption-of-the-agenda?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-3-board-members-annual?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-i1-p.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-i1-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-4-efsa-performance-report?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-5-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-5-update-from-the?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-i13-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-6-efsa-strategy-2027?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting#t=0:00
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8. Action: EFSA to present the Strategic Directions for discussion and endorsement of the 

Board at the December 2019’s meeting. 

Item 7: Preparedness to implement the revised EU General Food Law 

9. By the first quarter of 2021, EFSA will have to implement new provisions set out in the EU’s 
recently revised General Food Law. EFSA informed the Management Board of its 
preparations, which can be broken down into four priority areas: transparency and 
confidentiality; scientific value; engagement and risk communication; and governance. A 
PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the 
presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following link. 

10. Action: EFSA to regularly update the Management Board on the implementation stage of 
the revised EU General Food Law. 

Item 8: Accounts 2018 financial year 

11. Upon the presentation introduced by Pedro Pinhal (EFSA’s Accounting Officer), the Board 
gave a positive opinion on EFSA’s 2018 financial accounts, having obtained reasonable 
assurance that they represent a true and fair view of the Authority’s financial position as of 
the end of 2018. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description. The 
audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the 
following link. 

12. Action: EFSA to notify the Board’s opinion to the EU competent authorities. 

Item 9: Revised Framework Financial Regulation 

13. The Board adopted the revised Framework Financial Regulation, which will replace the 
current EFSA Financial Regulation and its Implementing rules as of the 1st of July 2019. A 

PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the 
presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following link. 

Item 10: EFSA Budget 

14. The Board adopted an amendment to the EFSA budget 2019 (release of differentiated 
payment credits) , as well as the revised structure of EFSA’s budget as of 2020. The audio-
file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following 

link. 

Item 11: Art. 25 of Regulation (EU) 2018/1725 – Data protection in EU institutions, bodies, offices 
and agencies 

15. The Board adopted the EFSA internal rules concerning the restriction of certain rights in 
relation to the processing of personal data. These rules implement Art. 25 of Regulation (EU) 

2018/1725, which entered into force on 11 December 2018. The Board decision will become 
applicable following its publication on the Official Journal of the European Union. A 
PowerPoint presentation is available online for a detailed description. The audio-file on the 
presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at the following link. 

Item 12: EFSA social science roadmap 

16. The Board noted the presentation of the EFSA social science roadmap. The document 
provides background information regarding the potential of using social science methods in 
the field of regulatory science, the overall envisaged framework for EFSA, as well as details 
on implementation. As well, the outcome of the Eurobarometer survey on citizens’ 
perceptions of food safety was presented, which results had been made available on EFSA’s 
website ahead of the Board meeting.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-i3-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-7-preparedness-to?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-a2-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-8-accounts-2018-financial?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-a3-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-9-revised-framework?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-10-efsa-budget?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-a6-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-11-art-25-of-reg-2018?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting#t=0:00
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17. While appreciating the contribution that social science can provide to various scientific areas, 
especially in the fields of communication and dissemination, the Board stressed that EFSA is 
called to strictly follow the precepts of the applicable regulatory framework whilst 
implementing its risk assessment mandate. A PowerPoint presentation is available online for 
a detailed description. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item 
is available online at the following link. 

Item 13: Amendments to Art. 36 list 

18. The Board adopted the amendments (four new entries) to the Art. 36 list of competent 
organisations designated by Member States which may assist EFSA within its mission. The 
audio-file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at this 

link. 

Item 14: Feedback from the Audit Committee 

19. The Chair of the Audit Committee updated the Management Board on the outcome of the 
meeting held on 18 June 2019. Among others, he reported on the EFSA accounts 2018, the 
new Framework financial regulation and the 2018’s ISO 9001 surveillance audit. The audio-
file on the presentation and discussion of this agenda item is available online at this link. 

Item 15: Any other business 

20. The representative of the European Commission, Sabine Jülicher, shared information on the 
procedural steps of the on-going process for the partial renewal of the EFSA Management 
Board. She underlined that, in view of the forthcoming entrance into force of the amended 
EU General Food Law (see item 7 above), the term of office of the newly appointed members 
of the Management Board will be of two years only, from the 1st of July 2020 to the 30th of 
June 2022.  

21. The Board noted the feedback from Raymond O’Rourke, who participated in the meeting of 
the EFSA Stakeholder Bureau (14 May 2019) in representation of the Management Board. 

22. The audio-file on the presentation and discussion around the items above is available online 
at this link. 

  

Summary of actions 

Action reference Action Deadline Status 

June 19, 2019 - 1 

EFSA to present the Strategic 
Directions for discussion and 
endorsement of the Board at the 

December 2019’s meeting. 

18 December 
2019 

DONE 

June 19, 2019 - 2 

EFSA to regularly update the 
Management Board on the 
implementation stage of the 
revised EU General Food Law. 

As of December 
2019 

ON-
GOING 

June 19, 2019 - 3 
EFSA to notify the Board’s opinion 
on the Authority’s accounts 2018 
to the EU competent authorities. 

1 July 2019 DONE 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/sites/default/files/event/mb190619/mb190619-i9-p.pdf
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-12-efsa-social-science?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting#t=0:00
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/calls/art36grants
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-13-amendments-to-art-36?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-14-feedback-from-the?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting#t=0:00
https://soundcloud.com/efsa-eu/mb81-15-aob?in=efsa-eu/sets/81st-management-board-meeting

