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◼ Real harmonisation between applicants

◼ Overall approach proposed by applicants in 
line with EFSA 2017 guidance document

◼ Stepwise approach:

- Knowledge on the source and the protein

- Searches

- HLA-DQ modelling

- In vitro testing

with motif
without motif

with perfect match
with partial match

CELIAC DISEASE - SAFETY ASSESSMENT

Main aspects to highlight



CD – the EFSA strategy
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Celiac disease ─ DQ2 T-cell epitopes
Sollid et al., 2012. Immunogenetics, 64, 455-460

Q/E-X1-P-X2
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Celiac disease ─ DQ8 T-cell epitopes

Partial matches without the Q/E-X1-P-X2 
to be investigated 

Sollid et al., 2012. Immunogenetics, 64, 455-460
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Applicant’s proposal
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Applicant’s slide from 
October 2018



Aspects requiring additional discussion
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• Possible exclusion criteria: 

• EFSA included few exclusion criteria

• Additional exclusion criteria needed? 

• Tool should be practical keeping the case-by-case 

philosophy 

• Development of a database: 

• Few databases available

• HLA-DQ-peptide modelling

• Experience collected from applicants

• Data submission



Stay connected!

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/rss

Subscribe to

Engage with careers

Follow us on Twitter
@efsa_eu
@plants_efsa
@methods_efsa

www.efsa.europa.eu/en/news/newsletters
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