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Participants 

 Network Representatives of Member States (including EFTA 
Countries): 

Country  Representative 

Austria Robert WOLF 

Belgium  Kirstine CEULEMANS 

Bulgaria Lilyana POLIHRONOVA 

Croatia Drazen KNEZEVIC 

Cyprus Georgios KRASIAS 

Czech Republic  Richard WALLO 

Denmark  Anette BOKLUND 

Estonia  Ave Ly TOOMVAP 

France  Pascal HENDRIKX 

Greece  Aik PLEVRAKI 

Hungary  Melinda KOCSIS 

Ireland  Ronan O’NEILL 

Italy  Fabrizio DE MASSIS 

Latvia  Edvins OLSEVKIS 

Netherlands Olaf STENVERS 

Norway  Dean BASIC 

Poland Przemyslaw CWYNAR 

Portugal  Yolanda VAZ 

Slovakia  Anna ONDREJKOVA 

Spain  Luis ROMERO 

Sweden Cecilia HULTEN 

United Kingdom  Helen ROBERTS  

 
 

Participants from pre-accession countries  
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

Country  Representative 

Bosnia and Herzegovina Zehro GILIC 

FYROM Greta NIKOLEVSKA 

Montenegro Marko NIKOLIC 

Serbia Tamas PETROVIC 

Turkey Anil DEMELI 
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EFSA:  

ALPHA Unit: Sotiria-Eleni ANTONIOU, Inma AZNAR, Francesca BALDINELLI, 
Alessandro BROGLIA, Denise CANDIANI, Roberta CARFAGNINI, Andrey GOGIN, 
Frank VERDONCK, Gabriele ZANCANARO, Nikolaus KRIZ (Head of ALPHA Unit).  

LEGAL Unit: Luisa VENIER, Nora NIEPMANN 

 

1. Welcome and apologies for absence 

The Chair welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Germany, Finland, Iceland, Romania and Slovakia. 

 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

 

3. Agreement of the minutes of the 13th meeting of the AHAW Network  

held on 12-13 October 2017, Parma 

The minutes were agreed by written procedure on 30 October 2017 and 

published on the EFSA website. 

 

4. Topics for discussion 

1.1. Presentation of EFSA activities  

The main outcomes of the latest scientific report on African swine fever (ASF) 

were presented. The next output is foreseen to be published mid-July and will be 
scientific opinion describing how to estimate wild boar densities, assessing wild 
boar density thresholds for ASF transmission which do not allow sustaining the 

disease in different epidemiological settings, review wild boar depopulation and 
density reduction measures as well as wild boar separation methods, describe 

the theoretical concepts of wild boar surveillance strategies and describe how 
stakeholder involvement could be optimised to enhance passive wild boar 
surveillance. A workshop will be organised in Parma on 16-17 October 2018 to 

discuss the draft scientific report analysing the epidemiological situation of ASF 
in Europe, which will be published in November 2018.  

The ENETWILD project is a European network of wildlife professionals capable of 
providing reliable data on species distribution and abundance of selected host 

species and their pathogens, now focussing on wild boar populations. A data 
collection on wild boar abundance across Europe is ongoing to underpin ASF risk 
assessments.  

The second scientific report on Lumpy skin disease (LSD), published in February 
2018, showed that vaccination strongly reduced the further spread of the 

disease in 2017. Here you can find an animation on the spread of the epizootic 
and on the progress of the vaccination campaigns. The virus is still present and 
may re-emerge again when susceptible animals are exposed. An assessment is 

ongoing regarding scenarios for an exit strategy, which will be published in a 
scientific report by end Sep 2018. The next epidemiological report on LSD 

outbreaks in Europe will be published in Jan 2019. 

https://efsa.onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/full/10.2903/j.efsa.2017.4732
http://www.enetwild.com/
http://www.enetwild.com/2018/04/25/release-model-collect-data-on-wild-boar-distribution-and-abundance-europe/
http://www.enetwild.com/2018/04/25/release-model-collect-data-on-wild-boar-distribution-and-abundance-europe/
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5176
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-xaY0vzjMBA
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EFSA, ECDC and the EURL are publishing quarterly reports on avian 

influenza (AI) since Sep 2017. Both animal and human aspects of AI are covered 
and the situation in Europe and the other continents is followed. Affected MSs 
are actively involved in the epidemiological reporting and description of the 

implemented mitigation measures. The structure of the reports and the main 
outcomes of the last AI monitoring report (Nov 2017-Feb 2018) was presented. 

MSs were also informed on the updated wild bird species list to target passive 
surveillance of H5 HPAI viruses in the EU (see Table 2 in the second monitoring 
report). The next AI monitoring report will cover the reporting period Feb-May 

2018 and will be published end June. From 01/01/2019, EFSA will become 
responsible to collate, validate, analyse and summarise in an annual report the 

results from AI surveillance carried out by MSs in poultry and wild birds. A 
workshop will be organised in Parma on 20-21 Sep 2018 do discuss with MS 
representatives a draft report on the data needs to report AI surveillance. 

Submission of the 2018 data will be done via the current EC system whereas 
submission of the 2019 data will be done via EFSA’s Data Collection Framework 

(DCF).  

EFSA is interacting with Finland, Ireland, Malta, United Kingdom and Norway 
regarding the submission and analysis of the Echinococcus multilocularis 

surveillance data. A workshop with country representatives will be organised on 
21 Sep 2018 in Parma to discuss the draft annual report. 

EFSA and ECDC are evaluating a call for tenders, aiming to continue the 
European network of entomologists via the VectorNet project. Literature reviews 
are carried out to update the interactive story maps on 36 vector-borne 

diseases, which provides scientific evidence needed to perform (rapid) risk 
assessments on entry, establishment and/or spread. Updated story maps will be 

online in 2019. 

MSs were informed on the STOC free (Surveillance tool for outcome-based 
comparison of freedom from infection) thematic grant as well as the three 

partnering grants in the AHAW field (Influenza D, Generic approaches for risk 
assessment of infectious animal disease introduction (G-RAID), Harmonisation of 

transmissible disease interpretation in the EU (HOTLINE)). The webinar held on 
27 Nov 2017 on ‘Rapid risk assessment tools for animal disease outbreaks’ (see 

video) was considered successful given the large audience that was reached (EU 
and other continents). MSs could suggest new topics to EFSA for a future 
webinar that could be interesting the risk assessors in the AHAW remit across 

Europe. Two visiting scientists (short term) and two seconded national experts 
(long term) were visiting the AHAW team to strengthen collaboration between 

MSs and EFSA.  

MSs could contact EFSA whenever there is interest. The term of the current 
AHAW Panel terminates end June 2018 and the new AHAW Panel will start early 

July. The SIGMA project was presented in a dedicated presentation and 
afterwards discussed in detail. 

 

1.2. Information exchange by MSs 

Sweden presented the objectives and partners of the G-RAID grant, explained 

the different work packages and gave an overview of the expected outputs. 
Three different tools for rapid risk assessment will be compared and validated 

using a case study on ASF. 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5240
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5240
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/5240
https://vectornet.ecdc.europa.eu/
https://efsa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicGallery/index.html?appid=dfbeac92aea944599ed1eb754aa5e6d1
https://efsa.maps.arcgis.com/apps/PublicGallery/index.html?appid=dfbeac92aea944599ed1eb754aa5e6d1
https://stocfree.eu/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KVmp9nOfZ50
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/panels/ahaw
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France presented the epidemic intelligence within the French platform 

for epidemiological surveillance in animal health, which aims to ensure that 
animal health surveillance systems are efficient (i.e. they meet their objectives 
with minimum costs and are developed according to methodological standards 

for surveillance). Different output types (e.g. ad hoc reports, information 
reports, specific requests) are produced and distributed to the relevant audience 

(limited group or to the general public). Providing interpretation to the available 
data is one of the key achievements of the platform. The ‘Platform for 
Automated Disease Information’ (PADIweb) is an automated web-monitoring 

tool for emerging animal diseases. There is also an interactive Rshiny interface 
available. 

Denmark presented an initiative to perform a nested case-control study to 
elucidate risk factors of ASF spread to domestic pig holdings. The list of risk 
factors to include and the study protocol are currently under discussion. Data on 

affected holdings is already collected, whereas extra farm visits and/or 
telephone interviews will be required on the control holdings. Therefore, 

collaboration from affected MSs would be crucial. Interested persons are invited 
to contact the Danish representative. 

Czech Republic presented its work regarding data collections on wild animals, in 

particular hunted and dead wild boar. Also the surveillance in wild boar in the 
ASF affected area and its surroundings were explained. Some results were 

shown on areal vaccination for diseases like rabies and CSF. Finally, 
opportunities in documenting wild boar movements were presented. 

 

1.3. Legal aspects on data sharing and procedure on public access 
to documents 

 

The Legal and Assurance Services of EFSA provided an overview of the 

processing of requests for public access to documents (PAD) in compliance with 
Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. A detailed description was given on the main 
steps of the process, including the consultation with the Member States in 

accordance with Article 4(5) of Regulation (EC) No 1049/2001. In particular, 
details on the handling and outcome of a recent PAD request regarding Member 

State data on the AI outbreaks in the period October 2016-April 2017 was 
discussed.    
 

Few points on the application of the new General Data Protection Regulation 
(GDPR) as well as the possible interlinks between incoming rules on data 

protection and the submission of data were noted. 
 

 

1.4. Data collection on animal disease outbreaks, surveillance and 
animal populations (SIGMA) 

EFSA’s work in the AHAW field is changing from an ad hoc involvement towards 
a more continuous follow up of disease outbreaks and surveillance activities. 
This results in increased data flows between MSs and EFSA since the EFSA 

outputs are evidence based. The objective of the SIGMA project is to map data 
flows in order to identify technical bottlenecks and time consuming actions and 

subsequently to provide technical assistance to MSs that could reduce the 

http://www.plateforme-esa.fr/
http://www.plateforme-esa.fr/
http://bulletinepidemiologique.mag.anses.fr/
http://bulletinepidemiologique.mag.anses.fr/
https://shiny-public.anses.fr/shiny-vsi/
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burden related to data submission. It will also be explored if 

connecting online reporting tools (able to provide also epidemiological/statistical 
analysis) to the EFSA data warehouse could be useful for MSs (e.g. reporting to 
national authorities or SCOPAFF meetings). The initial phase of the project is 

data mapping, seeking to identify MS-specific needs that could lead to establish 
a WIN-WIN situation for national and EU risk assessors, which will subsequently 

be beneficial for risk managers and competent authorities. Each MS will decide if 
and how they want to participate in the SIGMA project as it regards data that 
are submitted to EFSA on a voluntary basis. The project will follow a step-wise 

approach based on discussion between MSs and EFSA to ensure confidence and 
trust amongst the involved partners. The project will run for three years and will 

then be evaluated. 

The background, objectives and roadmap were presented and discussed. The 
main points were:  

 

 There is general agreement that there is a need to work on technical 

aspects of data flows between MSs and EFSA to reduce the resource 
burden and to increase availability and/or quality of data to underpin 
national and EU risk assessments. However, a step-wise approach is 

required and benefits for both MSs and EFSA should be clear before taking 
action.  

 EFSA risk assessments regard analysis of data across countries and do not 
aim to repeat national risk assessments. MS representatives are involved 
in EFSA outputs describing the national epidemiological situation or the 

implemented mitigation measures. This has been implemented for ASF, 
LSD, AI and Echinococcus multilocularis and will continue. 

 A direct link between MS databases and EFSA would not be useful since 
MSs remain responsible for the analysis of the raw data, in particular to 
determine the disease status of holdings, herds and animals. Instead, 

many MSs support the development of an intermediate or staging post 
software tool between MS and EFSA databases as it would simplify data 

collection from multiple sources and the transformation of data to make 
them fit for the EFSA SIGMA data model while leaving control of the data 

flow at national level. The SIGMA project would be useful in providing 
technical support to MSs in generating such IT tools. 

 The SIGMA project aims at transforming the data collected in the national 

databases into a structure that is compatible with the EFSA data model, 
without changing the internal data flows within a MS, nor the naming 

conventions and classification criteria 

 The frequency of data submission to EFSA will be agreed with the MS’s 
according to the type of data and will be based on the outputs that are 

requested in the mandates. 

 Confidentiality agreements should be put in place, ensuring data 

protection and describing for which purpose the data could be used (e.g. 
EFSA outputs, not for scientific papers in peer reviewed journals, research 
project with financial and professional profits outside the interests of the 

MSs and Third Countries with interests on trade activities). 

 There is general agreement on the need to collect data on domestic 

populations to underpin for instance risk factor analysis and assessment of 
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surveillance strategies. It seems feasible to several MSs to 

provide information on establishments at the lowest aggregated level (i.e. 
municipality, which is NUTS4/5). This would facilitate confidentiality 
discussions and leave enough resolution to perform analysis at 

international level.  

 EFSA has launched a call for tender and has sent an award letter to a 

consortium of five European institutes which will be requested to provide 
technical support to EFSA and the MSs on the SIGMA project.  

 Availability of resources will be a limiting factor for all MSs and EFSA. 

 

The first deliverable of the SIGMA project will be an EFSA scientific report 

describing the SIGMA Animal Disease data Model (ADM). This is a catalogue of 
categories (e.g. establishment), attributes (e.g. production type) and their 
possible values (e.g. breeding) which could be used in data collections on ASF, 

AI, LSD and/or Echinococcus multilocularis, in particular those that are already 
collected in one or more MSs. This output aims at harmonising the current EFSA 

data models related to these diseases and at making the SIGMA-ADM compatible 
with the MS reporting on zoonosis. The definitions of categories, attributes and 
values were discussed and edited. There was general agreement to use the legal 

definitions were possible, certainly those of the Animal Health Law.  

A second deliverable will be the mapping of the sources of data like 

institutes/authorities within each MS that are responsible for the collection and 
management of the data at national level on animal disease outbreaks (ASF, AI, 
LSD), surveillance (AI, E. multilocularis) and domestic animal populations (pigs, 

poultry and cattle) at national level. Country cards would be generated providing 
an organigram of the relevant institutes/authorities, a bullet point description 

per institute on the relevant responsibilities and the type of data managed. This 
is inspired on the BfR EU Food Safety Almanac. EFSA suggests to publish the 
country cards on its website (without any personal contact details).  

For the next steps, EFSA asks each MS to nominate a SIGMA contact person / 
ambassador. It would be useful to provide also contact details of persons who 

could be consulted by EFSA or the consortium to describe the technical aspects 
of the different data flows per MS. The aim is to check per MS which attributes 

and values of the SIGMA-ADM are currently collected or not and in which format 
(e.g. regarding the capacity of a pig establishment – is this based on the number 
of sows only or are piglets included). This will be done via a questionnaire and 

perhaps a telephone call if clarification would be required. 

A brief event report will be generated on the SIGMA project, based on the 

current draft scientific report (sections 1-3) and the main outcomes of the 
Network meeting. It will be published on the EFSA website and could be 
consulted by MSs and anybody interested to have some background on the 

project. The outline of the SIGMA project has been presented to the CVOs (Oct 
2017) and updates will be provided in the future. Staff of the AHAW team is 

available to answer questions regarding the SIGMA project that may arise from 
the MSs and pre-accession countries. 

http://www.bfr.bund.de/cm/364/eu-food-safety-almanac.pdf

