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Olivier Andreoletti (INRA/ENVT, for item 9.4).

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Pamina Suzuki (for item 5.1), Christian Boesinger (for items 6.1 and
7.1), Lucie Carrouée (for item 7.2).

 EFSA:

BIOCONTAM Unit: Ernesto Liebana, Winy Messens, Sandra Correia,
Maria Teresa da Silva Felício, Michaela Hempen, Angel Ortiz Pelaez,
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1
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1http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/stakeholders/observers.html
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1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Ana Allende (for 18/10 afternoon and for
19/10).

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without further changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific
Panel/ Members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of
Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the Panel
Members invited for the present meeting.

No Conflicts of Interest related to the issues discussed in this meeting
have been identified during the screening process, or at the Oral
Declaration of Interest at the beginning of this meeting.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 115th Plenary meeting held on
13-14 September 2017, Parma (Italy)

The minutes of the 115th Plenary meeting were agreed by written
procedure on 28 September 2017.4

5. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption

5.1. Self-task mandate on requirements for the
development of microbiological criteria5

The WG Chair reported back to the Plenary on the progress made during
the final web-conference on 29 September 2017, at which comments
provided by the Panel on the shared draft opinion were addressed, as
appropriate, by the WG Chair and EFSA Secretariat. After thorough
discussion of the draft opinion and careful review of its conclusions, the
Panel adopted it with minor changes.

2http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
3http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
4http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170913
5http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00227
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5.2. Application received from the Austrian Competent
Authority for evaluation of a “New alternative biodiesel
process for rendered fat of Category 1 (BDI-RepCat
Process, AT)”6

The last WG meeting was held by web-conference on 3 October. The draft
opinion was presented to the Panel for possible adoption. After going
through the changes made after the last meeting and in the reply to the
comments received from the Panel, the conclusions of the evaluation
prepared by the WG experts were finalised and agreed. After thorough
discussion of the draft opinion, the Panel adopted it with minor changes.

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion

6.1. Request for a Scientific opinion on Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD) (ToRs 4 and 5)7

The WG Chair presented the draft scientific opinion to the BIOHAZ Panel
for thorough reading. The chair went through the assessment section in
detail. Even though the final presentation of the answers to the ToRs has
not been decided, the content will not depart from the current content.
Some panel members supported the current layout with the individual
comments to the conclusions and recommendations of the 2004 and 2010
EFSA opinions inserted in the text. The BIOHAZ Panel received well the
explanations of the Chair and no major issues were raised by the
members. The final WG meeting is scheduled for Monday 30 October
2017. The draft scientific opinion will be submitted for possible adoption
to the next plenary, on 6-7 December 2017. The deadline for adoption is
31 December 2017.

6.2. Self-task mandate for Scientific opinion on the update
of the list of QPS-recommended biological agents
intentionally added to the food or feed as notified to
EFSA8

The fourth WG meeting was held on 16-17 October in Parma. The possible
safety concerns linked to the taxonomic units recommended for the QPS
list has been monitored through an extensive literature search. The
articles screened for the period between June of 2016 and June of 2017
are being analysed by the experts. Some issues discussed/raised during
the last WG meeting were presented by the Chair to the Panel linked to
the new EFSA “Guidance on the assessment of the safety of feed additives
for the consumer” and the outcome of the public consultation to this
Guidance and the role of certain aspects for the QPS approach (WGS,

6http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00136
7http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00411
8http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00684
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AMR, body of knowledge). The meeting dates for 2018 will be soon
decided. The deadline proposed for this opinion is December 2019.

6.3. Self-task mandate for a scientific statement on the
update of the list of QPS-recommended biological agents
intentionally added to food or feeds as notified to EFSA.
7:Suitability of taxonomic units notified to EFSA until
September 20179

The fourth WG meeting was held on 16-17 October in Parma. Between
April and September 2017, the QPS notification list was updated with 45
applications for market authorisation. From these, only 2 new taxonomic
units (Komagatella phaffii and Kitasatospora paracochleata) were included
for evaluation, which was thoroughly discussed by the Panel. The deadline
proposed for this opinion is December 2019.

6.4. Self-tasking mandate for scientific opinion on public
health risks associated with foodborne parasites10

The WG chair informed the Panel that the first WG meeting will be held on
19/20 October 2017 in Parma. The deadline for this mandate is October
2018.

6.5. Scientific Opinion on Listeria monocytogenes
contamination of ready-to-eat (RTE) foods and the risk
for human health in the EU11

The stakeholder meeting on the draft scientific opinion on Listeria
monocytogenes contamination of ready-to-eat foods and the risk for
human health in the EU took place on 19-20 September 2017. The
presentations provided have been published12. EFSA has received 219
comments from 18 interested parties following the public consultation of
the draft scientific opinion13. The WG Chair presented a general summary
of the comments raised and a discussion took place. It was agreed to
shorten the conclusions in the scientific opinion, making these more
focussed/specific and consider the feedback received during the
stakeholder event. It was added that it’s important to emphasise on the
gap of knowledge in the recommendations. A technical report will be
prepared on the outcome of the public consultation that will include a
brief summary of the comments received and how the comments were
addressed. An updated version of the Scientific Opinion will be prepared
taking into account the comments received for possible adoption at the
next BIOHAZ plenary meeting. The deadline for adoption of the Scientific
Opinion is end of December 2017.

9http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00828
10 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00460
11http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00597
12https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170919-2
13https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/consultations/call/170724-0
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6.6. Application received from the Dutch Competent
Authority (the Netherlands Food and Consumer product
Safety Authority) for evaluation of a new alternative
processing method for animal by-products for Category 3
material (ChainCraft BV)14

The validation of new application received from the Dutch Competent
Authority (Netherlands Food and Consumer Product Safety Authority) on
behalf of the company ChainCraft B.V. will soon be finalised. The
applicant was asked to identify parts of the dossier that may be claimed
as confidential (to be evaluated by EFSA). The application proposes a new
alternative method for category 3 material of animal by-products for the
production of a solid powder of fatty acids salts intended to be used for
feed. The mandate will be carried out by a new ad-hoc WG and the
experts to deal with this evaluation will soon be selected. The deadline for
this mandate is end of April 2018.

6.7. Second scientific opinion on hazard analysis
approaches for certain small retail establishments and
food donations15

The first WG meeting was held on 17 October 2017 in Parma. A
representative from DG SANTE attended to meeting and provided
background information on the EC’s activities on the reduction of food
waste and food donations. The WG decided on the approach to answering
the Terms of Reference, which will follow the approach suggested in the
first opinion on hazard analysis approaches. Three flow diagrams will be
developed for restaurant/caterer/pub, distribution centre and
supermarket. An additional flow diagram for food donations will be
connected to the other flow diagrams. Based on the processing steps
identified in the flow diagram, a simplified food safety management
system for small retailers will be established to control biological,
chemical and physical hazards as well as allergens. The deadline for this
mandate is the end of September 2018.

7. New Mandates

7.1. Request for an opinion on Salmonella control in
poultry flocks and its public health impact16

On 3 October 2017, a new request for a Scientific Opinion on Salmonella
control in poultry flocks and its public health impact was received in EFSA
from the European Commission. The background and Terms of References
were presented to the BIOHAZ Panel. The deadline to deliver the
Scientific Opinion is 31 January 2019. Rob Davies was nominated as WG

14 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00619
15 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00565
16 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00692
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Chair (conditional to screening and approval of his declaration of
interests).

7.2. Request for a scientific opinion on an updated
Quantitative Risk Assessment (QRA) of the BSE risk posed
by Processed Animal Protein (PAP)17

A new mandate was received on 13 October 2017. The objective is to
review and update the input data, and if necessary the basis, assumptions
and structure of the current EFSA QRA PAP model, as applied in the 2011
EFSA opinion, to estimate the cattle BSE risk (C-, L- and H-BSE) posed by
the possible contamination of feed with BSE-infected bovine derived PAP.
The mandate also requires to take into account the combination of light
microscopy and PCR method, and six different scenarios for the ruminant
PCR method based on the action limits envisaged in the EURL-АР report 
on the “technical zero”, as follows: no action limit (i.e. PCR method
applied with the current cut-off), action limit at 100, 150, 200, 250 and
300. The deadline for delivery is 30 June 2018. There was concern by
panel members of the tight deadline, but DG_SANTE explained the
urgency of this mandate due to political reasons. Marion Simmons was
nominated as WG Chair (conditional to screening and approval of her
declaration of interests).

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels,
EFSA, the European Commission

8.1. Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including
their Working Groups

8.1.1. Scientific Committee

The 85th Plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee took place in Parma
on the 13-14 September 2017.18 The BIOHAZ Panel Chair, who had sent
apologies for that meeting, reported that an update on the new EFSA
rules on independence was presented during the Scientific Committee
Plenary meeting, and that EFSA is now working on the implementing
decision. It was also mentioned that EFSA’s third scientific conference will
take place in Parma from 18 to 21 September 201819. The conference will
focus on the future of scientific risk assessment in food safety, with an
emphasis on the social and political context within which it takes place.

8.1.2. Scientific Committee Working Group on Uncertainty in
risk assessment

A new concise and practical guidance document is in preparation. EFSA
will be also working on an implementation plan on uncertainty.

17 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00705
18 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170913-1
19 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/180918
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8.1.3. Request for a scientific opinion on the evaluation of
the safety and efficacy of lactic acid to reduce
microbiological surface contamination on carcasses from
wild game and small stock20

A new request for a Scientific Opinion on the evaluation of the safety and
efficacy of lactic acid to reduce microbiological surface contamination on
carcases from wild game and small stock was received in EFSA from the
European Commission on 13 September 2017. The request is based on
the receipt of an application dossier from the the Australian Competent
Authorities under Article 3(2) of Regulation (EC) No 853/2004. An ad hoc
WG chaired by the Panel on Food Contact Materials, Enzymes, Flavourings
and Processing Aids (CEF Panel) will be established to help with the
preparatory work in the development of the Scientific Opinion. The
BIOHAZ Panel is to endorse the sections related to the Terms of
Reference 2 (efficacy) and 3 (potential emergence of reduced
susceptibility to biocides and/or resistance to therapeutic antimicrobials)
and then the Scientific Opinion will be proposed for adoption by the CEF
Panel. The validity check is due on 25 October 2017. The deadline to
deliver the Scientific Opinion is 9 months following the receipt of a valid
application.

8.1.4. Request for a scientific opinion on the evaluation of
the safety and efficacy of the organic acids lactic and
acetic acid to reduce microbiological surface
contamination on pork carcasses and pork cuts21

A new request for a Scientific Opinion on the evaluation of the safety and
efficacy of the organic acids lactic and acetic acid to reduce
microbiological surface contamination on pork carcasses and pork cuts
was received in EFSA from the European Commission on 13 September
2017. The request is based on the receipt of an application dossier from
the United States (National Pork Producers Council) under Article 3(2) of
Regulation (EC) No 853/2004. The same ad hoc WG chaired by the CEF
Panel will prepare the Scientific Opinion and the same procedure will be
followed as for the mandate under point 8.1.3. The validity check is due
on 26 October 2017. The deadline to deliver the Scientific Opinion is 9
months following the receipt of a valid application.

8.2. EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces

8.2.1. Scientific Networks on BSE-TSE and MRA

The Scientific Network on BSE-TSE had its 12th meeting on 16-17 October
2017, in Parma. The Scientific Network on MRA network had its 17th

meeting on 10-11 October 2017, in Parma. The final agendas of the two
meetings and information on attendance were presented to the Panel. The

20 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00667
21 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00666
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minutes and a report on the activities of the two Networks will be
published by the end of 2017.

8.2.2. Emerging Risks

None

8.3. European Commission

None

9. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion

9.1. Self-task mandates of the BIOHAZ Panel: proposal for
a mandate for a Scientific Opinion on the application and
use of whole genome sequencing (WGS) and
metagenomics for risk assessment of foodborne
microorganisms

The Panel discussed and approved the draft background and terms of
reference for this self-task mandate. The mandate is now subject to
internal acceptance in EFSA, before it can be initiated.

9.2. EFSA Workshop on PROMETHEUS

On 9-10 October 2017, the EFSA workshop on PROMETHEUS (PROmoting
METHods for Evidence Use in Scientific assessments) took place. The aim
of the workshop was to identify and discuss the issues, benefits, solutions
and methodological needs related to the implementation of the
PROMETHEUS 4-step approach for evidence use (plan, do, carry out,
verify and document) in EFSA scientific assessments (EFSA, 2015)22.
These aspects were identified, amongst others, based on the experience
in ten case-studies, such as the Scientific Opinion by the BIOHAZ panel on
the safety and efficacy of ListexTM P100 for reduction of pathogens on RTE
food products23. A list of issues, benefits and possible solutions was
discussed by the participants and the outcome of the consultation will be
published in an EFSA report.

9.3. EC request to EMA for an update of the advice on the
impact on public health and animal health of the use of
antibiotics in animals (categorization of antimicrobials
and early hazard characterization)

The Secretariat informed the Panel that a new request for advice has
been sent from the EC to EMA for an update of the Antimicrobial Advice
Ad Hoc Expert Group (AMEG) categorisation of antimicrobials and for a
further elaboration on the proposed early hazard characterisation. As in
past similar activities, EFSA will be involved in this EMA activity, which is
going to start in the coming months.

22 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4121
23 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/efsajournal/pub/4565
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9.4. External Scientific Report on “Assessment of classical
scrapie infectivity in sheep embryos”

Hearing expert Olivier Andreoletti (INRA-ENVT) presented the results of a
study recently finalised as a result of an EFSA procurement activity. The
study, described in detail in the External scientific report on “Assessment
of classical scrapie infectivity in sheep embryos”, published on EFSA
website on 29 September 2017, follows up from past recommendations
from the BIOHAZ Panel in two EFSA Opinions on the risk of transmission
of TSE in small ruminants through semen and embryo transfer, published
in 2010 and 2013.

10. Any other business

10.1. Dates for Plenary meeting in July 2018

The EFSA secretariat informed the Panel on the change in the previously
agreed dates for the Plenary meeting of July 2018, which will be held in
Parma on 3-5 July 2018.


