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BACKGROUND

" EFSA activities (see before)

® Significant increase in reported
confirmed human listeriosis
cases (EFSA and ECDC, 2015)

Listeriosis and VTEC infections on the rise

Listeriosis cases increased by 8.6 percent between 2012 and 2013 and have been
increasing over the pastfive years. Although the number of confirmed cases is
relatively low at 1,763, these are of particular concern as the reported Listeria
infections are mostly severe, invasive forms of the disease with higher death rates
than for the other foodborne diseases. "The rise of reported invasive listeriosis cases
is of great concern as the infection is acquired mostly from ready-to-eat food and it
may lead to death, particularly among the increasing population of elderly people and
patients with weakened immunity in Europe”, says Mike Catchpole, the Chief Scientist
at ECDC. Despite the rise of listeriosis cases reported in humans, Listeria
monocytogenes, the bacterium that causes listeriosis in humans and animals, was
seldom detected above the legal safety limits in ready-to-eat foods.



BACKGROUND

" ECDC surveillance report (ECDC, 2015)

" The notification rates of listeriosis increased rapidly by
age in the older age groups (over 65 years)

" Male cases were predominant in groups over 45 years
of age. Their risk of infection was twice as high as the
risk for women in the same age group

" | jsteria outbreaks (EFSA and ECDC, 2015)

" In 2013, 12 Listeria outbreaks were reported in the EU.
This was more than in 2011 (eight) and 2012 (nine)



TERMS OF REFERENCE

The BIOHAZ panel is requested by EFSA to issue a
Scientific Opinion on Listeria monocytogenes (Lm)
contamination of ready-to-eat (RTE) foods and the risk

for human health in the EU. In particular, the BIOHAZ
Panel is requested:

ToR 1 - To summarise and critically evaluate the most

recent information on Lm in RTE foods, and in particular
from:

" the EU-wide baseline survey and monitoring data
" the three ongoing EFSA outsourcing activities



TERMS OF REFERENCE

ToR 2 - To discuss and
evaluate the factors
related to the
contamination in the
food chain and the
consumption patterns
that may contribute to
the reported trend of
listeriosis incidence in
the EU
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