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BACKGROUND

 EFSA activities (see before)

 Significant increase in reported
confirmed human listeriosis
cases (EFSA and ECDC, 2015)
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BACKGROUND

 ECDC surveillance report (ECDC, 2015)
 The notification rates of listeriosis increased rapidly by

age in the older age groups (over 65 years)

 Male cases were predominant in groups over 45 years
of age. Their risk of infection was twice as high as the
risk for women in the same age group

 Listeria outbreaks (EFSA and ECDC, 2015)
 In 2013, 12 Listeria outbreaks were reported in the EU.

This was more than in 2011 (eight) and 2012 (nine)
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

The BIOHAZ panel is requested by EFSA to issue a
Scientific Opinion on Listeria monocytogenes (Lm)
contamination of ready-to-eat (RTE) foods and the risk
for human health in the EU. In particular, the BIOHAZ
Panel is requested:

ToR 1 - To summarise and critically evaluate the most
recent information on Lm in RTE foods, and in particular
from:
 the EU-wide baseline survey and monitoring data

 the three ongoing EFSA outsourcing activities
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TERMS OF REFERENCE

ToR 2 - To discuss and
evaluate the factors
related to the
contamination in the
food chain and the
consumption patterns
that may contribute to
the reported trend of
listeriosis incidence in
the EU
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