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Participants

 Panel Members:

Ana Allende, Declan Bolton, Marianne Chemaly, Robert Davies, Pablo
S. Fernández-Escámez, Rosina Gironés, Lieve Herman, Konstantinos
Koutsoumanis, Roland Lindqvist, Birgit Nørrung, Antonia Ricci, Lucy
Robertson, Giuseppe Ru, Moez Sanaa, Marion Simmons (apologies),
Panagiotis Skandamis (apologies1), Emma Snary, Niko Speybroeck,
Benno Ter Kuile, John Threlfall (apologies), and Helene Wahlström.

 Hearing Experts:

NA

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives:

Marina Marini (apologies), Pamina Suzuki (for item 5.1) from DG
SANTE.

 EFSA:

BIOCONTAM Unit: Ernesto Liebana, Valentina Rizzi, Winy Messens,
Sandra Correia, Maria Teresa da Silva Felício, Michaela Hempen,
Angel Ortiz Pelaez, Pietro Stella, Frank Boelaert, Beatriz Guerra,
Raquel García, Domenico Deserio (Scientific staff).

 Observers: (In application of the guidelines for Observers
2
)

Not applicable

1 Participated by telemeeting for agenda item 5.1.
2http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/stakeholders/observers.html
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 Others:

Not Applicable

1. Welcome and apologies for absence

Apologies were received from Marion Simmons, Panagiotis Skandamis (he
only participated by teleconference for agenda item 5.1), and John
Threlfall.

Giuseppe Ru did not participate in discussions on selected items under
agenda point 5.2 due to a Conflict of Interest being identified for the
agenda item.

2. Adoption of agenda

The agenda was adopted without further changes.

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific
Panel/ Members

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes3 and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Declarations of Interest4, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of
Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the Panel
Members invited for the present meeting.

For further details on the outcome of the screening of the ADoI or the
SDoI, please refer to Annex I. Oral Declaration of Interest was asked at
the beginning of the meeting and no additional interest was declared.

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 113th Plenary meeting held on
26-27 April 2017, Parma (Italy)

The minutes of the 113th Plenary meeting were agreed by written
procedure on 22 June 2017.5

3http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
4http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
5http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170607
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5. Scientific outputs submitted for possible adoption

5.1. Scientific Opinion on Listeria monocytogenes
contamination of ready-to-eat (RTE) foods and the risk
for human health in the EU6

The last WG meeting was held on 19 June 2017 by web-meeting. The
Chair of the WG presented the changes to the draft scientific opinion
together with the conclusions, summary and abstract. It was agreed to
use the probability scales as defined in the draft EFSA guidance on
uncertainty for classifying the factors that may have impacted on the
trend of human listeriosis cases/incidence rates in the EU/EEA based on
the quality of the available evidence. After a thorough discussion, the
draft scientific opinion was endorsed by the BIOHAZ Panel for public
consultation. Public consultation is foreseen from 24 July to 29 September
2017. The stakeholder event will be held on 19-20 September 2017. The
deadline for adoption of the scientific opinion is end of December 2017.

5.2. Request for a scientific opinion on genetic resistance
to TSEs in goats7

The final WG meeting took place on 19 June 2017, as a physical meeting.
The Opinion was presented for adoption. The final version was well
received and, after minor comments and changes, it was adopted.

6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion

6.1. Self-task mandate on requirements for the
development of microbiological criteria8

The WG Chair reported back to the plenary on the progress made during
the 7th WG meeting which took place from 8 to 9 June 2017 in Parma.
Comments were provided by the Panel on the shared draft opinion. These
comments will be discussed with the WG during the next WG meeting on
1 September 2017 via web conference. The deadline for adoption of the
Scientific Opinion is 31 October 2017.

6http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00597
7http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00268
8http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00227
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6.2. Request for a joint ECDC, EFSA and EMA scientific
opinion on a list of outcome indicators as regards
surveillance of antimicrobial resistance and antimicrobial
consumption in humans and food-producing animals9

This WG works in close collaboration with respective WGs of ECDC and
EMA. The WG Rapporteur updated the Panel on the progress made by the
WG during the sixth meeting (4 July 2017). The next interagency
Coordination WG with ECDC and EMA is going to take place on 13 July
2017. The WG Chair introduced to the Panel the progress made by the
EFSA WG, including feedback to the comments presented by the Panel at
the June’s plenary meeting, and the selected set of AMR indicators for
food-producing animals and food. The Panel agreed with the selection and
asked the WG to further develop the text to include more precise
indications on the future analyses of the results from the calculation of
the indicators. Preliminary text of the draft opinion from ECDC and EMA
was presented; the BIOHAZ Panel will be able to see the overall draft
opinion with indicators from the three agencies only when the draft
opinion is presented for possible adoption. The next meeting of the EFSA
WG will take place on 8 August 2017.

6.3. Request for a scientific opinion on Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD) (ToRs 4 and 5)10

The BIOHAZ Secretariat informed the panel of the progress made and, in
particular, the results of the brainstorming session held during the first
WG web-conference on 6 June 2017. A rough layout of the opinion was
presented, as well as an update of the CWD situation in Norway. On 19
June 2017, a sixth case of CWD was confirmed in Norway: a young male
wild reindeer from Nordfjella, the same area in which the previous three
cases in wild reindeer had been found. The next meeting will take place
on 21 July, as a physical meeting. A representative of the TSE EURL will
be invited to the WG meeting as an hearing expert to exchange
information and approaches on CWD diagnostics. The deadline for
adoption of the Scientific Opinion is 31 December 2017.

6.4. Self-task mandate for Scientific opinion on the update
of the list of QPS-recommended biological agents

9 http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00638
10http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00411
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intentionally added to the food or feed as notified to
EFSA11

The second WG meeting was held on 23/24 May in Parma. The search
strategy for the extensive literature search (ELS) was revised based on
the discussions during the last WG meeting. The modifications were
welcomed by the panel. The next meeting will take place on 18th

September 2017. The deadline proposed for this mandate and this opinion
is December of 2019.

6.5. Self-task mandate for a scientific statement on the
update of the list of QPS-recommended biological agents
intentionally added to food or feeds as notified to EFSA.
7:Suitability of taxonomic units notified to EFSA until
September 201712

Activities for statement part 7 have just started. Ten new taxonomic units
were reported which will also be included in the ELS. The Panel decided to
exclude E. coli and Streptomyces spp. from further QPS evaluations within
the current mandate.

6.6. Application received from the Austrian Competent
Authority for evaluation of a “New alternative biodiesel
process for rendered fat of Category 1 (BDI-RepCat
Process, AT)”13

The 1st WG meeting related to the evaluation of the application received
from the Austrian CA on a new “alternative biodiesel process for rendered
fat of Category 1”, was held by web conference on 31 May. The progess
made in drafting the Opinion was explained to the Panel. In the follow up
of the completeness check, some missing data were requested to the
applicant and received on 5 May. It was requested to recognise this
process as equivalent to the already existing and approved biodiesel
process in Chapter IV Section 2 D of Annex IV of Regulation (EU) No.
142/2011. The deadline for adoption of the Scientific Opinion is 5
November 2017.

7. New Mandates

11http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00684
12http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00828
13http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00136
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7.1. Self-tasking mandate for scientific opinion on public
health risks associated with foodborne parasites14

The background and terms of reference of this mandate were presented
and Lucy Robertson was nominated as WG chair. The WG is now being
set-up. The deadline for adoption of the scientific opinion is October 2018.

8. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels,
EFSA, the European Commission

8.1. Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including
their Working Groups

8.1.1 Scientific Committee

The 83rd Plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee took place in Parma
on the 26/27 April 2017.15 It was attended by the BIOHAZ Panel Vice
Chair (K. Koutsoumanis) who provided feedback to the Panel. A short
discussion took place on future plans for predictive
modelling/microbiology in the Scientific Committee. The BIOHAZ Panel
Chair will follow up this matter at the next Scientific Committee meeting.

8.1.2 Scientific Committee Working Group on
Uncertainty in risk assessment

The EFSA secretariat gave a short presentation with the summary of the
discussions of a recent EFSA workshop on uncertainty, where the BIOHAZ
pilot case was discussed amongst all the other EFSA pilot projects. The
BIOHAZ Panel welcomes the EFSA efforts in reviewing the guidance
document on uncertainty, and is of the strong opinion that there is the
need to increase clarity and flexibility before its future implementation in
EFSA risk assessments.

8.1.3 Scientific Committee Working Group on Biological
Relevance

None.

8.1.4 Scientific Committee Working Group on Weight of
Evidence

14http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2017-00460
15http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170426-0
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None.

8.2. EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces

8.2.1 Scientific Networks on BSE-TSE and MRA

The Scientific Network on BSE-TSE will have its 12th meeting on 16-17
October 2017, in Parma. The next meeting of the MRA network is planned
for 10-11 October 2017, in Parma.

8.2.2 Joint interagency antimicrobial consumption and
resistance analysis (JIACRA) report-follow up-request for
data analysis from 2013 and 201416

The scientific report has been approved and is undergoing editorial checks
prior to publication in mid-July.

8.2.4 Emerging Risks

None

8.3. European Commission

None

9. Other scientific topics for information and/or discussion

9.1. Self-task mandates of the BIOHAZ Panel: proposal for
a mandate for a Scientific Opinion on the application and
use of whole genome sequencing (WGS) and
metagenomics for risk assessment of foodborne
microorganisms

The Panel discussed a first draft of the background and terms of reference
for this mandate. It was agreed that this mandate will cover both WGS
and metagenomics of foodborne microorganisms. The panel members
were invited to submit further comments and the draft will be tabled
again in the following plenary meetings. It is envisaged that the BIOHAZ
Panel finalises the draft for this mandate in autumn 2017 so that this
activity can be initiated in 2018.

10. Any other business

16http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00029
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The EFSA secretariat gave a presentation about the ongoing Call for Panel
renewals and the role of ambassadors for current Panel members.
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Annex I

Interests and actions resulting from the screening of Annual
Declarations of Interest (ADoI) or Specific Declarations of

Interest (SDoI)

CONFLICT OF INTEREST: In the ADoI and SDoI filled for the present
meeting Dr. Giuseppe Ru declared the following interest: Based on a
specific mandate from the Italian Ministry of Health he was involved in
drafting a scientific dossier titled "The K222 allele of the goat PRNP gene
as candidate for selective culling in scrapie outbreaks and for future
breeding programs for TSE resistance in Italian goat breeds".

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-
Making Processes17 and the Decision of the Executive Director on
Declarations of Interest18, and taking into account the specific matters
discussed at the meeting in question, the interests above were deemed to
represent a Conflict of Interest.

This results in exclusion of the expert from any discussion, voting or other
processing of the above mentioned reports under agenda item 5.2 by the
concerned scientific group.

17 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
18 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf


