
 

 

PESTICIDES UNIT 

 
European Food Safety Authority • Via Carlo Magno 1A • 43126 Parma • ITALY 

Tel. + 39 0521 036 111 • Fax + 39 0521 036 110 • www.efsa.europa.eu 

Scientific Panel on Plant Protection Products and 
their Residues 

Minutes of the 87th Plenary meeting 

Held on 17-18 May 2017, Parma (Italy) 

(Agreed on 17 July 2017) 

 

Participants  

 Panel Members 
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Antonio Hernandez-Jerez, Susanne Hougaard Bennekou, Michael Klein, 
Thomas Kuhl, Ryszard Laskowski, Kyriaki Machera, Colin Ockleford, Olavi 
Pelkonen, Silvia Pieper, Robert Smith, Michael Stemmer, Ingvar Sundh, 

Ivana Teodorovic, Aaldrik Tiktak, Christopher Topping, Gerrit Wolterink 

 

 Hearing Experts 1: 

Not Applicable 

 

 European Commission and/or Member States representatives: 

Not Applicable 

 

 EFSA: 

Pesticides Unit: Maria Arena, Arianna Chiusolo, Danièle Court-Marques, 

Federica Crivellente, Mark Egsmose, Christopher Lythgo, Luc Mohimont, 
Juan Parra Morte, Alexandre Nougadère, Hermine Reich, Franz Streissl, 

Andrea Terron  

 

 Observers:  

Not Applicable 
 

 Others:  
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1 As defined in Article 11 of the Decision of the Executive Director on Declarations of Interest: 
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf.  

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
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1. Welcome, apologies for absence and adoption of the draft 
agenda. 

The Chair of the Panel, Colin Ockleford, welcomed the participants.  

Apologies were received from Philippe Berny. 

2. Adoption of agenda 

The agenda was adopted without changes. 

3. Declarations of Interest of Scientific Committee/Scientific 
Panel/ Members  

In accordance with EFSA’s Policy on Independence and Scientific Decision-

Making Processes2 and the Decision of the Executive Director on 
Declarations of Interest3, EFSA screened the Annual Declarations of 

Interest and the Specific Declarations of Interest filled in by the Scientific 
Panel Members invited for the present meeting. No Conflicts of Interest 

related to the issues discussed in this meeting have been identified during 
the screening process or at the Oral Declaration of Interest at the 

beginning of this meeting. 

4. Agreement of the minutes of the 86th Plenary meeting held on 

22-23 March 2017, Parma (Italy). 

The minutes of the 86th plenary meeting held on 22-23 March 2017, were 

agreed on 12 May 2017 and published on the EFSA website.4 

5. Report on the written procedures since the 86th Plenary 

meeting 

The draft Scientific Opinion on the follow-up of the findings of the External 

Scientific report ‘Literature review on epidemiological studies linking 

exposure to pesticides and health effects’ (University of Ioannina Medical 
School, 2013) was endorsed by written procedure on 12 April 2017. 

 

                                       
2 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf 
3 http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf 
4 https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170322 

 

http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencepolicy.pdf
http://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/keydocs/docs/independencerules2014.pdf
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170322
https://www.efsa.europa.eu/en/events/event/170322
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6. Scientific outputs submitted for discussion and/or possible 
adoption 

6.1 Scientific opinion on pesticides in foods for infants and 
young children (EFSA-Q-2016-00702) 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the outcome of the 
first meeting of the Working Group, which was in first place dedicated to 

the clarification of the Terms of Reference with the European Commission. 
The outcome of this dialogue will be exhaustively reported in the minutes 

of this Working Group meeting. 

Further items were discussed during the meeting and included the role of 
EFSA in the European regulatory processes related to pesticide residues, 

the “Infant Total Diet Study (TDS)” of ANSES (2016), an overview of the 
food consumption data for infants and young children available in the 

EFSA Comprehensive Food Database, the status of the development of 
the RAC (Raw Agricultural Commodity) model intended to match 

occurrence and food consumption data and the status of completed and 
ongoing activities related to cumulative risk assessment of pesticide 

residues. 

The Secretariat also informed the Panel, that, in consistency with the 

mandate of the European Commission, EFSA consulted the Pesticide 
Steering Network on the existing experience gained in the assessment of 

toxicological studies in the framework of the peer review under Regulation 
(EC) No 1107/2009. However, this consultation did not result in the 

collection of major data or information with respect to the adequacy for 

infants and children of the hazard identification and characterization 
process for pesticides active substances. 

 

6.2 Scientific Opinion of the PPR Panel on the follow-up of the 

findings of the External Scientific report ‘Literature review 
on epidemiological studies linking exposure to pesticides 

and health effects’ (University of Ioannina Medical School, 
2013) (EFSA-Q-2014-00481) 

 

During the plenary meeting of the Scientific Committee of 26 April, the 

Chair of the Working Group presented the draft Scientific Opinion as 
endorsed by the Panel. A concern was raised by the Scientific Committee 

on the potential impact of this opinion on the use of epidemiological 
evidence by other Panels. The Members of the Scientific Committee were 

further invited to provide comments to the PPR Panel by the 10 May 

2017. After that date, the Working Group met and amended the draft 
opinion on the basis of the input of the Scientific Committee.  

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2016-00702
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2014-00481
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The Panel agreed to re-endorse the revised draft by written procedure 
before launching the public consultation and to request an extension of 

the deadline for adoption. 

   

6.3 Scientific Opinion addressing the state of the science on 
risk assessment for amphibians and reptiles (EFSA-QN-

2011-00985) 
 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the status of the 

public consultation which started on 10 April 2017 and will close on 24 
May 2017. 

 

6.4 Scientific Opinion of Toxicokinetic/Toxicodynamic 

(TK/TD) and Simple Food Chain effects modelling for 
regulatory risk assessment of pesticides for aquatic 

organisms (EFSA-Q-2012-00960) 
 

The Chair of the Working Group informed the Panel on the outcome of the 
discussion which took place during the last meeting of the Working Group. 

The chapter describing the problem formulation was discussed by the 
experts with particular focus on regulatory questions to be answered by 

TK-TD models and the regulatory context in which the models will be 
used. 

The Secretariat considers that a public consultation is not needed as the 

outcome to be produced is of descriptive nature and the use of models is 
already included in the guidance on tiered risk assessment for plant 

protection products for aquatic organisms in edge-of-field surface water. 
Nevertheless, it was decided to consult the Pesticides Steering Network 

once an advanced draft will be available to collect the input of regulatory 
users on the content and the eventual desirable follow-up 

actions/outputs.   

  

6.5 EFSA Guidance on dermal Absorption (EFSA-Q-2015-
00633) 

 

The draft EFSA Guidance on dermal absorption was circulated to the Panel 

on 10 May 2017, as updated by the EFSA Working Group following the 
comments received during the public consultation. Chapter 5 

(interpretation of studies), 4 (elements of a study design and reporting 
that reduce experimental variation and aid consistent interpretation), 6 

(how to proceed when there are no data on the formulation under 

consideration) and appendix B were the most commented. 

http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2011-00985
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2012-00960
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00633
http://registerofquestions.efsa.europa.eu/roqFrontend/questionLoader?question=EFSA-Q-2015-00633
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The comments submitted by the members of the Pesticide Steering 
network did not justify the establishment of a collegial position of the 

network. 

A technical report addressing all the comments received was prepared by 

the secretariat and made available to the Panel for information. 

A member of the Panel acted as peer reviewer of the document.  

The Panel endorsed the document with the recommendation of improving 
the logic and clarity of the flowcharts included in the Guidance. 

 

 

6.6 Scientific Opinion on the Guidance proposal on how aged 
sorption studies for pesticides should be conducted, 

analysed and used in regulatory assessments (Chemical 
Regulation Directorate, UK, 2016) 
 

The Secretariat informed the Panel that the proposal to open this new 

mandate as a self-task was sent by the Chair of the Panel to EFSA. 

Following consultation with the Secretariat, the Chair of the Panel 
nominated Aaldrik Tiktak and Michael Klein as Chair and Vice-Chair of the 

Working Group, respectively. The areas of scientific knowledge to cover 
this mandate were discussed and will include inverse modelling, fitting 

models to data, statistics, fate and behaviour of plant protection products 
in ground water, regulatory assessment of plant protection products and 

experimental experience in sorption studies. 

 

7. Feedback from the Scientific Committee/Scientific Panels, 
EFSA, the European Commission 

7.1. Scientific Committee and/or Scientific Panel(s) including 
their Working Groups 

The Chair informed the Panel on the outcome of the last meeting of the 
Scientific Committee which took place on 13 and 14 March 2017. Special 

attention was dedicated to the adoption of the guidance on the risk 
assessment of substances present in food intended for infants below 16 

weeks of age, the progress in the development of a Scientific Opinion 
addressing a request from the Commission for clarification on specific 

aspects of the genotoxicity assessment, and the scientific work 

programme of the Scientific committee in 2017 under which a follow up 
on the work following the publication of the external report “Review of 

non-monotonic dose-responses of substances for human risk assessment” 
in 2016 is considered. 
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7.2. EFSA including its Working Groups /Task Forces 

The Secretariat presented the External Scientific Report “Review of the 

published exposure data to pesticides for residents and bystanders, and 
for environmental risk assessment” (University of Hertfordshire, UK) and 

in particular the protocol and the general findings of the study.  

Referring to its recommendations of June 2015 on possible future 

activities supporting the risk assessment of plant protection products, the 
panel encouraged further discussions during the forthcoming plenary 

meeting of September on the outcome of this exercise, its 

complementarity with earlier projects (e.g. BROWSE project under the EU 
7th Framework Programme) and the possible follow-up. 

The Secretariat further presented the outcome of a grant on the 
compilation of a database, specific for the pesticide active substances and 

their metabolites, comprising the main genotoxicity endpoints, which was 
awarded to the International Centre for Pesticides and Health Risk 

Prevention (ICPS – Universita’ degli Studi of Milan, IT). 

 

8. Any other business 

The Panel was informed about the Decision of the Management Board 

concerning the establishment and operations of the Scientific Committee, 
Scientific Panels and their Working Groups, adopted in March 2017.  

A general discussion took place on practical aspects of the activities of the 
PPR panel. The exchange of views highlighted the importance of the 

question formulation, the clear scoping of the mandate, the role of the 
Panel in the identification of emerging issues, the management of 

Working Groups, the role of rapporteur and the confidentiality of 
individual views. It was suggested to elaborate an internal operating 

procedure supporting the adoption process of the outputs of the Panel and 

addressing in particular the internal consistency, clarity, transparency and 
readability. It was also proposed to make use of secretarial notes to 

reflect complex discussions and refer adequately the outcome to Working 
Groups. 

Following up the recent discussions in the Pesticides Steering Network on 
the action plan related the EU peer-review of active substances, the panel 

envisaged its possible modes of cooperation in the activities of the 
Pesticides Unit related to applications. The various possibilities of collegial 

involvement of the Panel under the existing EFSA policies were reviewed, 
as well as the possibilities of individual involvement of Panel Members, 

both in their actual capacity of Panel members or in their personal 
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capacity. Members of the Panel will be invited to express their willingness 
to support these activities through the identified possible paths of 

individual involvement.  

The Panel expressed concerns about the current reduction of its activities 

related to methodological development. 

The secretariat reminded the Panel that the forthcoming meeting will be 

an open meeting and the ‘Guidelines for Observers’ will apply. The 
approach to increase transparency by web streaming was discussed. 

The Panel was informed that EFSA had launched its campaign in view of 

the renewal of the Scientific Committee and Scientific Panels.  

 

 

 


